I. The Cross of Reality

Anima naturaliter Christiana. Man was meant to
fulfill himself as One Son of God, from the Start. Hence
Christianity is as old as the world. This is forgotten
only when and while people forget what the worés "God" or
"divine" actually mean.

But if their meaning is kept in evidence, it becomes
clear that man was created as a pagan by birth, and a
Christian by deéath. Man's power to overcome death has al-
ways been divine. And man's soul always has represented
Just this his divine power to oercome death.

Historical Christianity has added nothing but the‘
recognition of this fact.

Any power that is not simply the 'life-force' or
physical energy, but which is victorious over death, is
divine, in the eyes of mortal men. God becomes known to
us in all the processes which triumph over death. Antig-
ulty saw a God in the power that kept together a tribe after
all the individuals died, it saw the God of the city
triumph over the death in peace or war of all its citizens.
Using this definition of the divine that it summarizes all
the powers which are victorious over death, we may survey
the growing knowledge of God.

God became known to man first when warriors sacrif-

iced their lives and when victims were sacrificed for the

immortal spirits of their tribes. Through this act, God




%¥&s known as "spirits" surviving the death of human bodiés:

He became known once more when his stars began to

“reveal a cosmic eternal order of millions of years to the
priests of the temple-city. One of the oldest terms of

the Egyptisn tradition is "millions of years," for this re-
ason, whereas primitive men can not count with peecision be-
yond a hundred or thousand. Through his firmament, God be-
ceme known as order everlasting, Surviving the disappear-
ance of every one star, aye, of every one thing that the
eyes of man could see, or that his hands could touch, or
that his mind could eclassify.

Finally, God becazme known when the first perfect men
gave back his spirit into his fathee's hands. HNow, the
spirits of mortsl men, of tribes, ceased to linger on; The
walle of cities and whole civilisstions mow could fall.
Jesus had given up his spirit, his inspiration, his mind
as well &s his body and had survived, had risen. 4nd in
Jesus, God became known as victorious over the minds of man
as well as over the objects in heaven &nd earth.

HMen rejoiced that death had lost its sting. But what did
participatad in God's victcry®over bodies and spirits?

Let us analyze this csrefully. It is important because our
idealists, realists, pragmstists, becsuse all philosophers

dare not make this distinction.

Jesus died completely, body and spirit; he cleansed

his and our souls from all mental ballsst. The thoughts
and concepts and abstractions snd notions that fill our

minds, were now thrown into the melting pot of evolution




Man's soul triumphed over the death of his 'Ymentality'. Zhe

_Spul dissocisted herself from the #ind.

Ever since, common zense has retzined this trigamph.
Neither our minds nor our bodies are divine: they die. Our

soul is divine in that she can triumph over the death of

both.

This penetration of God into men's soul, this eman-
cipation of man from hisbbdy and mind, is man’s final evo-
lution on earth. It is his history, personal as well as
wniversal history.

It is a double movement: one from man towards his
soul and fighting off eny asttempt of mind or body to en-
slave him. Here, man conguers the organs of his incar-
nation, his physical and mental world?or this process of
the incarnation cf the soul.

The other movement shows God conguering man's soul
into the service of his history with man, into the creation
of 1life eternal. The two movements are in &very one of our
actions. 4 man taking to drinking, does something to him-
self: he is defeazted. But his defeat has historical con-
sequences &lso, in prohibition—leglslagion and similar
social acts. Every act hss personal and universal signif-
icance.

The duplication of the movement, one from man towards
his soul, the other from God towards the soul, cennot be

illustrated by s straight line or by & circle. The Christ-

jan symbol iz the cross. The crucifixion of the first com-

plete example of this double movement, started man on an




1=Adepetendirg of the cross. Thre cross becsme to mesn more
&hd more things, besides the crucifixion. The penetration of
the cross into more and more filelds of human existence is

the hictery ¢f Civictionity.  The sevlef menm wrs Christisn,
wes in & double movement from the creation of man; but the
penetretion of the cross into our sccisl relatioms, iunlo our
iphin, celencern, politics, - thie ir the history of the
Christian era.

Of this penetration, a2 new chapter requires Lo be
vritten. Defore turning to it, let us sum up the full
meaning of the double movement. It will then reveal itself
as crucial, as fourfold. u |

Criucifixlon verified four hiological or revolu-
tionary facts: 1

1. Han knqws God not by birth but by deatii.

<, Man rv eiving un his hody, creates the soclal
body of solidarity between men. Warriors create
tribes: Jesus snd the mertyrs creute tue Church.
£ Body politic for which nobedy will die, collzpses.
Han by giving up his mind, his self will, cleanses
his soul from all transient Peatures ¢f his wen-
t=1ity and its concepnts.
A soul whieh triumphs over the dea%h of body and
mind, is divine.

Ia this =msmmer, the crucifixion is the climax of sli
former knowledge of God. #¥an became perfect to the extent

in which he participsted in these four truihs.

Ryt these faur truths are paradoxical. They seem to

delay man's divimity indefinitely because his body and
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