
35
t

i P r o f e s s o r  Eugen R osens tock -H uessy  

May 21,  1940

WHAT THEY SHOULD MAKE US THINK

317
Let me s t a r t  w i t h  a s t o r y  ab o u t  t h e  B.B.C . ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  B r o a d c a s t i n g  

Company. They h i r e d  T.  S. E l i o t , t h e  p o e t ,  and p a i d  him a v e r y  f i n e  
s a l a r y ;  he t a l k e d  ab o u t  e d u c a t i o n .  They g o t  a f l o o d  of l e t t e r s  o f  p r o t e s t .  
The peak .was r e a c h e d  when one of t h e  l i s t e n e r s  w r o t e  t o  B.B.C.  s a y in g  
"Th is  man a s k s  us t o  t h i n k , and f o r  t h a t  we have no t i m e . "  Well» 
gen t l em en ,  I  d o n ' t  0 e t  p a i d  -  you a r e  pa id  t o  l i s t e n  t o  me; so I  may 
t u r n  t h e  s c a l e  and t e l l  you what  you make me t h i n k .

I  am going t o  speak f r a n k l y  and t e l l  you what  t h e  camps make me 
t h i n k ^  I  s h a l l  d ev o te  t h i s  even ing  t o  what t h e  CCC makes me t h i n k , 
t r y  t o  cov e r  wha t  t h e y  might make you t h i n k ,  and t h e n  on Thursday  I  
s h a l l  t r y  t o  say  what  we shou ld  make them d o .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  p ro p e r  
o r d e r  of  t h i n g s .

The GCC was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  ra ke  peo p le  do t h i n g s  and peo p le  have 
r e g a r d e d  i t  i n  t h a t  way.  People  r u s h  to  do t h i n g s  and t h e n  t h e y  r a t i o n a l ­
i z e  r a s h  a c t i o n .  They f i n d  r e a s o n s  f o r  t n e  ex pense  of t h e  CCC. This  i s  t h e  
n a t u r a l  o r d e r  of t h i n k i n g .  We do t h i n g s  and a f t e r w a r d s  we j u s t i f y  them.
T h is  i n s t i n c t i v e  sequence  o f  f i r s t  do ing  an d  l a t e r  j u s t i f y i n g ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
i m p e r i l s  s o c i e t y .  When a man f o l l o w s  h i s  n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  and d o e s n ' t  
t r y  t o  t h i n k  b e f o r e  he a c t s  or t o  c r i t i c i z e  when he k . s  a c t e d ,  someth ing  
goos w ro ng.  The CCC does  not  depend on an Act o f  C o n g re s s .  I t s  cause  l i e s  
d o o p e r .  We can use  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  hav ing t e n  m i l l i o n  unemployed i n  a 
c o n s t r u c t i v e  manner .  In o t h e r  ’words ,  do t h e  CCC boys r e p r e s e n t  a l i a b i l i t y ?  
Or shou ld  t h e y  make us  t h i n k  ab o u t  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  a new manner? The CCC 
camps r e v o l u t i o n i z e  our  i d e a s .  They r e v o l u t i o n i z e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  the  
i d e a  t h a t  c i t i z e n s h i p  i s  'Ho be p r o f i t a b l y  em ployed . "  I f  t h i s  were  so ,
I  cou ld  not be a c i t i z e n ,  and no f a i t h f u l  man eouid. Because our c i t i z e n ­
s h i p  i s  not  of t h i s  e a r t h .  Here ,  wo a r e  a l l  for s a l e .  The t r u e  
c i t i z e n  i s  a man who can employ h i s  p r o f i t s  i n  a c i v i l i z e d  manner ;  t h i s  
i s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  f rom b e i n g  p r o f i t a b l y  d e p lo y e d .

Why do t h e  CCC boys r e v o l u t i o n i z e  our i d e a s ?  Because  i t  a lways  i s  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  s c i e n t i f i c  prob lem of Wury  c i t i l i z a t i o n  t o  f e ed  t h e  r e f u s e  
of s o c i e t y  back i n t o  i t s  b l o o d s t r e a m .  Think cf  p h y s i c s ,  of c h e m i s t r y ,  
o f  p r e - h i s t o r y .  Th^ power o f  s c i o n c o  a n a l y s e s  dams o b j e c t s  t i l l  t h e y  come 
t o  l i f o  a g a i n ,  t i l l  wo produce v i t a m i n s ,  or m o t o r c a r s ,  or  o t h e r  moving 
and l i v i n g  end s t i r r i n g  p r o c e s s e s  out  of t n e  do .dwood of t h e  pe .st ,  
of  t h e  e a r t h ,  of a tm o s p h e r e .  Tha o n ly  d e f i n i t i o n  of s c i e n c e  i s  t h a t  i t  
b r i n g s  back t o  our p r e s e n t  l i f e  t h e  a b s e n t ,  un u sed ,  e s t r a n g e d  e l em e n ts  
o f  l i f e .  Sc i en ce  i s  nev e r  n e a r e r  t o  l i f e  t h a n  when i t  seems t o  l e a v e  
l i f e  most C o m p l e t e l y .  R o t h s c h i l d ,  t h e  canke r  f a m i l y ,  had one Hois guided'* 
son who ims a b i o l o g i s t . The f i r m  p a id  him o f f :  he endangere d  t h e  normal  
a f f a i r s  of t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .  He t o o k  h i s  money and  we n t  t o  Mongol ia  and 
s t u d i e d  f l e e s .  And he found t h a t  t h e  f i b  e t i a j i  s p e c i e s  of f l e e s  was t h e  
c a r r i e r  of th e  Bubonic p l a g u e  which f rom Bombay i n  I n d i a  u sed  t o  s p r e a d  
a l l  ove r  t h e  w o r l d . He p u t  t o  u s e  t h e  d i s p a r a g e d  l i t t l e  t h i n g  out  s i d e  
o u r  ken b e c a u s e  t h a t  i s  o u t s i d e  our a t t e n t i o n  i s  not  o u t s i d e  our r e a l  l i f e ®
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However,  a s  lo n g  as  i t  i s  not  t e n d e d  t o , i t  p o i s o n s  s o c i e t y F o r  a long 
t i m e ,  s t r e a m s  a r e  p o l l u t e d ;  s c i e n c e  b u i l d s  a sewer sys tem  and t h e  p o l l u t i o n  
i s  changed i n t o  f e r t i l i z a t i o n .  Unemployment s h a l l  f e r t i l i z e  t h e  
s o c i a l  o r d e r  when we have t h e  cou rage t o  t h i n k  i t  t h r o u g h .  Unemployment i s  
n o t  a b o l i s h e d  b e c a u s e  our new spape rs  and government a g e n c i e s  d e c l i n e  t o  
p u b l i s h  the  weekly  f i g u r e s  of unemployment . The CCC boys make t h e  
phenomenon v i s i b l e  and compel us to  t h i n k  abou t  i t  i n  a  new f a s h i o n .

F o r ,  g e n t l e m e n ,  unemployment h a s  a lways  been  w i t h  us a s  a n  a s s e t .
The h e r e s y  of our t i m e s  i s  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  be a l i a b i l i t y .  You and I  
must t h i n k  h a r d  u n t i l  we have lo oked  i t  t h r o u g h  and r e c o g n i z e d  th e  e t e r n a l  
v a l u e  of unemployment f o r  s o c i e t y .

R e l a t i v e l y  many more p e o p le  a r e  w o rk ing  f o r  pay t o d a y  t h e n  ono 
hundred y e a r s  ag o .  Thon, t h e  unemployed wo re  l e s s  v i s i b l e .  They wore 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u bh o va ry  homo. Emily  D i c k i n s o n ,  t h e  p o e t ,  would ra n k  
a s  an  unemployed i n  t h e  town of  Amherst  i n  1940.  In  h e r  d a y s ,  evo ry  
f a m i l y  c a r r i e d  one or two unemployed u n c l e s  and -aunts o r  d a u g h t e r s ,  or  
o t h e r s .  They v/oi o a r e a l  a s s e t  j u s t  a s  Emily  D i c k i n s o n  was ..n a s s e t .
They wore ov er yv ' i ero  -  i n  our homes,  f - rm a ,  and c i t i e s .  They were  n o t  a 
l i a b i l i t y ,  b u t  t u e y  were  t h e  t o r c h  b e a r e r s  of a good l i f e .  They were  
r e s o u r c e f u l ;  t h e y  k e p t  up t h e  m ora le  of s o c i e t y .  They were  somebody t o  
t u r n  t o  when f a i t h  and s t r e n g t h  had to  be renewed b e c a u s e  t h e y  were 
f a i t h f u l  and s t r o n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  Th is  was t h e  f a c t  ab o u t  our o l d  s o c i e t i e s ;  
t h e r e  warn.- fe w er  peo p le  a t  work.  Not eve ry  d a u g h t e r  was a s t e n o g r a p h e r .
At t h a t  t ime wo had not  b u i l t  our  r a d i o s  and i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  peop le  
t o  l i s t e n  t o  o t h o r  p e o p l e ;  and somet imes  t h e y  remembered.  Gen t lemen,  
we have s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  e v e r y t h i n g ;  a p r o d u c t ,  i f  good,  i s  a mass p r o d u c t .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  we a l s o  p ro duce  unemployment i n  mass and we d o n ’ t  mow what  t o  
do w i t h  i t .  Those a g e s  u sed  t h e  unemployed ax home. In t h e  middle  ages  
t h e r e  was a home p ro b lem  f o r  t h e  u n m ar r i e d  women, so many of  t h e  men 
being k i l l e d  o f f  i n  w a r . Thos ,• ./ho w i v  unemployed re ma ined  a t  home.
They n u r s e d ,  t h e y  w ro te  m a n u s c r i p t s .  I m i n k  . ^ood p a r t  o f  t h e  middle  
a g e s  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t i n  romeplcynd.  A l l  t h e  h i g h e r  
a l a s  so s i n  Europe had younger  b r o t h e r s  who coz.ld no t  b _ employed.  T h e r e ­
f o r e ,  t h e y  became p r i e s t s  : nd . .boots and r j f r a i n ^ d  f rom p r o f a n i t y .  Wo, 
i n  our b l i n d n e s s ,  hava mxdo work our god;  so we t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  unemployed 
a r e  g o d l e s s .  One o f  you s a i d  t h e  e s s e n c e  of c i t i z e n s h i p  i s  a man p r o f i t a b l y  
employed.  I  r e j e c t  t h a t  and r e s e n t  i t .  Our p ro b lem  i s  no t  p r o f i t a b l e  
employment b u t  how t o  use  t h e  p r o f i t  of unemployment .  The b e s t  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n  of unemployment i s  i n  t h e  camps. Sonm peo p le  a r e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e  boys 
i n  GGG camps a s  m i s f i t s .  In  c o l l a g e s  today  thcr-„ a r e  many more m i s f i t s .
Yet t h e r e  i s  so much p r e s s u r e  i n  s o c i e t y  t n a t  n e a r l y  e v e r y  s c h o o l  sys tem  
has  t o  p u t  up w i t h  a number o f  morons .  A l l  t n c  boys of tw en ty  a r e  v a l u a b l e  
f o r  a n a t i o n .  The n a t u r e  of thu. i r  c h a r a c t  :.r i s  eu . s s e t  b ec au s e  t h e y  
a r o  so s t f ap o lo s s ;  th o y  pu t  b e f o r e  us t n e  v e r y  b u r n in g  q u e s t i o n  o f  sh ap in g  
thorn i n t o  men. They mak^. us t h i n k  of wha t  the.s :  w a i f s  o f  s o c i e t y  r e a l l y  
moan. V/c have a s k e d  so lo n g  what  i s  good f o r  b u s i n e s s ,  what  i s  good f o r  
f a r m e r s ,  what  i s  good f o r  s c h o l a r s ,  s c i e n c e ,  a r t , what  i s  good f o r  any 
c l a s s  or p r o f e s s i o n .  Tho t ime leas come t o  .sk what  i s  b u s i n e s s  good f o r ,  
whr.t a r e  c o l l e g e s  good f o r ,  what  i s l e i s u r e  good f o r ?  S h a p e l e s s  you th  
f o r c e s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  upon u s .  Thi s  i s  a c e n t r a l  q u e s t i o n  f o r  t h e  
CCC camp. Can l e i s u r e  be t r e a t e d  a s  t h e  upper  c l a s s  h a s  r e g a r d e d  i t .
An end i n  i t s e l f ?  I s  n o t  l e i s u r e  a v e r y  g r e a t  f u n c t i o n  f rom which l i f e
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must s p r in g  a g a i n .  C o n s id e r in g  l i v i n g  a s  a c o n s t a n t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
we ask  t h i s  s im ple  q u e s t i o n ,  what i s  b u s i n e s s  good f o r ,  f a r m s ,  s ch o o l s ?
The something v e r y  v i t a l  may b e g i n  t o  e n t u r  i n t o  our  s c h o o l  sy s t em .
For i n s t a n c e ,  we seem to  weaken t h e  fa rm in g  which goes  on i n  our  c o u n t r y  
day a f t e r  day.  i s  t h e  f a r m e r  on ly  i n  e x i s t e n c e  because  wc buy our 
m i lk  from him,  o r  moat and g r a i n ?  I s  t h i s  a l l  he  moans a f t e r  a l l ?  There  
a r c  many p eop le  who t r y  t o  d r i v e  t h e  f a r m e r s  f rom many moro l a n d s ;  a n d  t h i s  
s ch o o l  of t h o u g h t  i s  proud of i t s  economic s o u n d n e s s . Tho f a r m e r  p ro d u ces  
g o o d s .  He p r o d u c es  something which you and 1 can buy;  t h u s  a f a r m e r  i s  
a modern m a c h i n e . I  d o n ' t  wish t o  be a n y t h i n g  bu t  s c i e n t i f i c ;  b u t  i t  i s  
n o t  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  change i n  f a r m in g  h a s  com. t h r o u g h  the  change o f  tho  goods 
which ho p r o d u c o s .  There  i s  more t o  t h o  f u t u r e  of f a r m i n g .  The f a r m e r  
u sed  t o  produ ce h i s  own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  -aid po.K,r.  He p roduced  .1 t h i r d  
t h i n g :  He prod uced  h i s  own l a b o r  s u p p ly  and i n  p r o d u c in g  t h e  meanscf
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and l a b o r  su p p ly  he was emanat ing  i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  o u t s i d e  
a much g r e a t e r  i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  i n  p r o d u c in g  goods  f o r  s a l e .  Any h o r s e  
b r e e d e r  w i l l  t e l l  you t h a t  a good h o r s e  i s  someth ing much more t h a n  some­
t h i n g  f o r  s a l e , j u s t  a s  a f o r e s t e r  w i l l  t e l l  you a f o r e s t  i s  n o t  f o r  s a l e .
In  my v i l l a g e  of Norwich t h e  f a r m e r ,  i n  1830 A.D. p r o d u c ed  ab o u t  s ix  hundred 
and se ven ty  d o l l a r s  p e r  yea r  i n  l a b o r .  He had h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  a number of  
c h i l d r e n ,  we t e s t e d  t h e  e x a c t  numbers ,  on h i s  f a rm .  The c h i l d r e n  had to  
go t o  s c h o o l  abou t  60 or 90 days  p e r  y e a r .  They s t a y e d  a t  home t i l l  t h e y  
were 16 or 18 .  These c h i l d r e n  worked d a i l y .  T h e i r  work amounted t o  
2000 work h o u r s  p e r  y e a r .  I f  you c o u l d  f u r n i s h  a Vermont f a rm er  to d ay  
w i t h  two t h o u s a n d  work h o u r s  he would be a r i c h  man. I n s t e a d ,  s o c i e t y  
pushes  h i s  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem  and p r o d u c es  b e l l  b o y s .
I  know s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  boys  who have  gone t o  h igh  s c h o o l  and a r e  now 
b e l l  boys  a t  tho Hanover  I n n .  T h i s  i s  t h a  s t o r y  of t h e  v e t e r a n  f a r m e r  
of  Vermont i n  t h e  new d ay s  when tho f a r m e r  c e a s e s  to  be t h o  s o u r c e  of 
h i s  own l a b o r  s u p p l y .  V/e have l o f t  our s c h o o l s  'wi thou t  a g o a l  t h a t  
goes  beyond t h o  s c h o o l ,  y/e m 0 n e t  d i s p o s i n g  o f  tha  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i f e  i n  
t h o  most f a v o r a b l e  manner b ecause  ww have mala our s c h o o l s  f a c t o r i e s  f o r  
t h e  muss.  Tho s c h o o l  w i th d raw s  t  ho c h i l d  r a n  f rom p r i v a t e  homos t o  -which 
t h o y  n eve r  r e t u r n .  And . f t c r  g r a d a . t i o n , th u  r e s u l t s  of e d u c a t i o n  a r e  
p i t i f u l l y  f o r g o t t e n .  Hero,  I  wish  t o  make a p r v o t i c „ . l  s u g g e s t i o n  
f o r  f i g h t i n g  t h i s  t r em endous  v a s t ,  i n  our  s y s t e m .  In  S w i t z e r l a n d  t h e  
p r imary schoo l  sys tem works bee ,use t h e  m i l i t i a  o f  t h e  Swiss democracy 
r e q u i r e s  a s c h o l a s t i c  a p t i t u d e  t e s t  from, a l l  t h e  r e c r u i t s  when t h e y  
e n t e r  t h e  r a n k s  a t  t w e n t y .  I t  i s  t h e  p r i d e  o f  eve ry  h am le t  and v i l l a g e  
t h a t  i t s  boys s hou ld  p a s s  t h e s e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  w i t h  h o n o r s .  In  o t h e r  w ord s ,  
t h e  p r im a r y  s c h o o l  i s  t e s t e d  once more ,  s i x  y e a r s  a f t e r  the  c h i l d r e n  
have l e f t  s c h o o l .  From f o u r t e e n  t o  t w e n t y ,  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  and t h e  
whole community c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  keep th e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  y e a r s  
i n  s c h o o l  a l i v e . And a s  i n  l i f e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  f o r e s i g h t  and 
e x p e c t a t i o n ,  t h e  army s u p p le m e n t s  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  g r e a t e s t  i n c e n t i v e ®

I s  i t  so i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n e iv e  of t h e  work s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  young 
mon of t h i s  c o u n t r y  as an i n c e n t i v e ?  As e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v i s e r s , you 
m ight  i n s i s t  on t e s t i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  our s c h o o l s  e s  you do a l r e a d y  
i n  p a r t .  And t h e  w i d e s t  p u b l i c i t y  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  t h e s e  t e s t s .  They 
would t a k e  t h e  p i e c e  of t h e  o ld  s p e l l i n g  b 0 - s , t h i s  p r a c t i c e  would  fei v e  
you a c e r t a i n  p l a c o  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem  of t h e  n a t i o n .  And t h e  
g o n o r a l  v i s i o n  would  bo e n l a r g e d .
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""''"'“"But th o  camps of t h i s  i n d u s t r i a l  army a r c  oven rnoro comprohonsivc  
t h a n  t h e  Swiss m i l i t i a .  In  t h o  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Corps, t h e  boys 
a r c  i n  s c h o o l ,  a t  homo, a t  work,  i n  t h e i r  c l u b .  They .are t h e r o  on 
weekdays  and Sundays .  In. our s o c i e t y  t h i s  i s  an u n u s u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  i n t e g r a t i o n .  O the rw ise ,  wo a l l  l i v e  i n  s u b u r b s ,  work i n  f  i c t o r i c s ,  
v a c a t i o n  i n  t h e  Green M o u n ta in s , and keep a l l  th - . se  a c t i v i t i e s  s t r i c t l y  
a p a r t .  Wo have massed p r o d u c t i o n ;  and a l s o ,  we have mussed p r i v a t e  l i f e  
i n  t h o  s o - c a l l o d  r e s i d o n t i '  1 s e c t i o n ,  and we have m..ssad v a c a t i o n s  and 
l e i s u r e .  This  b r e a k s  up the  w h o len e s s  of l i f e .  I t  m .kcs  l e i s u r e  and 
work and p r i v a c y ,  a l l  t h rew ,  r a t h e r  u n r e a l • T h i s  d i v i s i o n  ought  n o t  to  
bo.

Man goes  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t a g e s  of  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t ,  m e d i t a t i v e  r e f l e c t i o n ,  
p l a y f u l  r e c r e a t i o n  q u i t e  n o r m a l l y .  One s t a g e  b e g e t s  t h e  n e x t .  Without  
h a r d  work,  our  i n t e l l e c t  i s  w i t h o u t  r o o t s .  Wi thou t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u z z l i n g  
our  work remains  unimproved.  Withou t  l e i s u r e ,  we l o s e  our  s ense  of humor.
The body n eed s  work,  t h e  mind nee ds  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i n i n g ,  the s o u l  
a s k s  f o r  f e l l o w s h i p s  i n  p l a y  and s e r v i c e .

This p r o c e s s  . o f  work b e g e t t i n g  t h o u g h t ,  t h o u g h t  b eg e t t in g ,  f e l l a / -  
s h i p  and f e l l o w s h i p  r e - c r e a t i n g  our w o r k , no l o n g e r  i s  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  our  s o c i e t y .  He i s  c o n f u s e d .  He t h i n k s  t h a t  l e i s u r e  i s  a 
l u x u r y ,  t h a t  work i s  a. r e l i g i o n ,  t h a t  s c i e n c e  s o l v . s  t h e  pro b lem of 
th e  good l i f e .  The d i s a s t e r  wrough t  by t h e  irucnine -.g~ n s o ccu p ie d  
my t h o u g h t s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y . . , . r s .  I  have  boon i n  t h e  army f o r  s i x  
y e a r s .  I  have  boon i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  , I  h.-v., l i v _ d  w i t h  w o r k e r s .  I  have 
b u i l t  up many work cwnpc f rom s o r  . t e n ,  I  have p l an n ed  t h e  German Work 
S e r v i c e ,  b ec au s e  the  w h o len e ss  of nun i s  i m p e r i l l e d  i n  our  modern s o c i e t y .
The GCC i s  n o t  an embar ras sment  . I t  i s  t h e  a r e . / o r  to this peril, in  
your camps you have the whole man. And we should sake  him s t u d y  t h e  u n i t y  
o f  manual  work,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  en d e a v o r ,  and folio, snip again. You, t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v i s e r s ,  a n  i n  the key position to t h i n k  a bout  this comprehen­
s i v e  u n i t y .

When you lo o k  a r o u n d ,  you • ,111 f i n d  t h a t  t o . m  i s  no o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  
i n  our  s o c i e t y  whe re  t h e  modern mass man co u ld  c a r  come t o  kno-; t h e  o r g a n ic  
r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  b o d y , t h o  Saul ,  -nd she m i n d . Now, ... s o c i e t y  i n  
which t h i s  o r g a n i c  u n i t y  i s  l i v e d  nowh j r o , mu_-t cay.  Because  i t s  members 
w i l l  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  rhythm of s o c i e t y  . They aw 11 be r e s t l e s s  
bec au se  t h e y  w i l l  have  a bad c o n s c i e n c e  i n  ev e ry  o n e - t h i r d  of  t h e i r  a c t i v i ­
t i e s .  They w i l l  work t o o  muck, s tudy  s e e  much, p l a y  t o o  much, f rom 
mere i g n o r a n c e  of t h e  whole p r o c e s s .

In  modern s o c i e t y ,  t h e  whole trail i s  not r - r o ducod . As i n  a i l  p r o d u c ­
t i o n ,  o n l y ’‘p a r t s  a r e  p ro duced .  Tho r e p r o d u c t i o n  - f  t h e  wnole mar. re m a in s  , 
o f  co u r s e ,  the h i g h e s t  a im  o f  a l l  s o c i . n  p r e c o s s o t ? . To mare man i n t o  a 
p r o d u c e r ,  i s  not  enough.  F o r ,  ..n r. ho i s  p r o f i t a b l y  -.mployed, we 
s t i l l  have no s t a n d a r d s  f o r  what  ho sh o u ld  p roauc _, ..no. a ho sh o u ld  consur io.  
Th ; t e r m  ’r o p r o d u c t i o n * , is '  v_an p r e c i o u s .  I t  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  honor  of man 
t o  r e j e c t  wrong p r o d u c t s ,  t o  ask  f o r  o t n e r  goods ,  t o  e r e c t  new s t a n d a r d s ,  
and t o  be t h e  m easur e  f o r  a l l  t h e  o b j e c t s  wh ich  u i s  hands  p r o d u c e ,  'when 
you t h i n k  of  yo ur  boys a s  mere f a c t o r y  r a n d s  which you s h o u ld  t r a i n  f o r  
j o b s ,  you o v e r lo o k  t h i s  demand by modern s o c i e t y  t h a t  somewhere and somehow, 
man h i m s e l f  must be r e p r o d u c e d  t o  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s .  Not t o  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  
o f  l i v i n 6 , g en t l em en ,  b u t  t o  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  of l i f e .



I  know t o o  w e l l  t h a t  many peo p le  to d ay  s n e e r  a t  an y  i d e a  of " h ig h e r "  
t h a t  i s  not  e x p r e s s e d  i n  h i g h e r  wag^s . But v/u a s  t e a c h e r s  canno t  j o i n  
t h o s e  c y n i c s .  P e r h a p s , we need n o t  c a l l  t h e  s t a n d a r d  t h . i t  aims a t  t h e  
r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  ah o le  man a " h i g h e r "  s t a n d a r d .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  moro 
comprohonsivc  and more wholesome.

The f i r s t  consequence of such an a t t i t u d e  would be t h a t  we would 
b e g i n  t o  t h i n k  of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e s e  camps as meaning to  c o n s t i t u t e ,  
a complete  b re ak  i n  l i f e .  E v e r y th i n g  i n  t h e s e  camps shou ld  oppose t h e  
r o u t i n e  of the  b o y s ’ l i f e  o u t s i d e  camp. In  camp, th ey  s h o u ld  not  l i s t e n  
t o  t h e  r a d i o ,  bu t  be made t o  s i n g .  They shou ld  n o t  s t a r e  a t  one th o u san d  
p i c t u r e s  a week i n  t h e  m ag az in e s ,  b u t  e m b e l l i s h  t h e i r  b a r r a c k s  w i t h  one 
e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e .  I  would t r y  to  make them c r e a t e  t h e i r  own a c t i v i t i e s .

As i t  s t a n d s  now, t h e  r e l i e f  o r i g i n  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  makes i t s e l f  
c l e a r l y  f e l t  by t h e  way c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  d ro pped  upon th e  hea ds  of t h e s e  
boys f rom ab o v e .  But when we b e g i n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  t h e s e  camps,  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  has  i t s  c e n t r e s  of r e p r o d u c i n 0 t h e  Oood l i f e ,  we 
must t r e a t  t h e  camps as  c r a d l e s  and n u r s e r i e s  of  t h e  good l i f e .

The c r a d l e  c o n t a i n s  th e  v e r y  f i r s t  e l e m e n ts  of l i f e .  In  a n u r s e r y  
t h e  c h i l d  b e g in s  t o  w a lk  r a t h e r  c l u m s i l y .  The camps do not  need t h e  l a s t  
a c h ie v em en t s  of c i v i l i z a t i o n ;  b u t  t h e y  must  r e p r o d u c e  m an 's  a b i l i t y  to  
walk  and t o  speak h i m s e l f ,  w i t h  power and c o n v i c t i o n ,  and a s  h i s  own 
d i s c o v e r y  and n e c e s s i t y .

And t h o r e  i s  a l a s t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i s  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  CCC. The CCC 
a s  a p a r t  of  American e d u c a t i o n  i s  so i n t e r e s t i n g  because  i t  i s  t h e  
on ly  n a t i o n - w i d e  e d u c a t i o n .  The s c h o o l s  a r e  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s .  The 
c o l l e g e s  a r e  p r i v a t e  or s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The CCC i s  f e d e r a l .  S t a t e s  
and s e c t i o n - l i n e s  a r e  o b l i t e r a t e d .  Tha boy s fro;:* g r e a t e r  Bos to n  a r e  found 
i n  Colorado a s  w e l l  a s  i n  Vermont .

This p u t s  a s e r i o u s  o b l i g a t i o n  upon lau camp. The camp must r a p r ^ s e n t  
t h e  whole of America w h o r o v . r  i t  i s  f o u n d .  I a ik ^  to compare i t  t o  
Admira l  B y r d ' s  L i t t l e  America .  The camp i s  an imago of t h e  Great  America .

And h e r e  a g a i n ,  t h e  way of t h i n k i n b l e a d s  t o  a way of a c t i o n  a l l  
o f  i t s  own. As a L i t t l e  America ,  t h e  camp must draw ou t  of  t h e  Vermont v i l l a ^  
o r  t h e  Colorado ra n ch  a sp a r k  of American f e e l i n g .  I t  must meet t h e  
l o c a l  coimmunity and by i t s  n e i g h b o r l y  s p i r i t ,  i t  must h e l p  t h e  s l e e p y  
e x i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  ccmm uni t i es  t o  keep up w i t h  t h e  b e s t  
American s t a n d a r d s  of c o o p e r a t i o n .  I  know of  one Case i n  New Hampshire 
whore t h e  camp commander compel l ed  t n c  town t o  improve t F n i r  m ora le  by 
h i s  i n f l u o n c c  and a u t h o r i t y .

Th ink ing  of t h e  camps a s  t h e  e r a a l e  s of  f u t u r e  America ,  t h i n k i n g  
o f  t h e  camps a s  images  of G r e a t  Am er ica ,  we may befai n  t o  t h i n k  of  our  
i s o l a t e d  New England v i l l a g e s  a s  w a i t i n ^  f o r  t h i s  new c o n n e c t i o n ,  w a i t i n g  
f o r  t h i s  a l a r m  from t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld  t o  r e v i s e  t h e i r  program f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  i n  t h e i r  own economy an d  work .  H o p e le s s  and h a p l e s s  communi t ies  
m a y , d i s c o v e r  i n  t h e  L i t t l e  America b e f o r e  t h e i r  d o o r s t e p  an  i n c e n t i v e  
f o r  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e i r  l a b o r  s u p p l y ,  t h e i r  p r o s p e c t s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  w i t h  
new e y e s .
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The r e - p r o d u c t i o n  of man i n  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  th e  
masses  produced by i n d u s t r y ,  i s  t h e  main  th o u g h t  t h a t  comes t o  me when 
I  t h i n k  of t h e s e  camps.  And I  f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  one t h o u g h t  l e a d s  t o  
innum erable  o t h e r  t h o u g h t s .  Th is  way of  t h i n k i n g  l e a d s  t o  many p r a c t i c a l  
s o l u t i o n s .  L i t t l e  America makes us  t h i n k  ab o u t  t h e  American s o c i e t y  i n  
a new way. Reason enough to  s to p  h e r e  and t o  l e t  us a l l  t h i n k  about  some 
m ore .

WHAT WE SHOULD TAKE THE If DO 

May 23, 1940

Las t  t ime wo s t a t e d  t h e  fo rm ula  f o r  our t h o u g h t s  ab o u t  t h e  CCC; th e  
camp must r e p r o d u c e  th e  good l i f e ,  i t  must r e p r o d u c e  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of l i f e .  
Today we s h a l l  t r y  to  draw c e r t a i n  c o n c l u s i o n s  f rom t h i s  fo r m u la  f o r  
t h e  p r a c t i c a l  work.

The f i r s t  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  l i f e  i n  t h e  camp s hou ld  g i v e  t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n  of r e a l  l i f e .  Real  l i f e  i s  n o t  m e c h a n i c a l ;  and t h a t  means 
t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  s l i c e d  up i n  t i d b i t s  of h o u r s  or  days  o n l y .  Human l i f e  i s  
l o n g .  And t h e  l i t t l e  p a r t s  of l i f e  which we c a l l  s o u r s  an d  days  must  be 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  r e l a t i o n s  i n  which one dc.y o r  one week 
i s  a p a r t  of a man 's  g r o w t h . The q u e s t i o n  has  been a sk ed  a t  t h i s  c o n f e r ­
ence how we might  keep t h e  boys i n  t h e  camps s u c c e s s f u l l y .  They a r e  
i n c l i n e d  t o  drop  o u t .  A l though  I  t h i n k  t h a t  s i x  months  i s  q u i t ; ,  a t i m e ,
I  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  camp s h o u l d  bo a t t r a c t i v  j evmi f o r  a y oa r  or t w o .  Kow 
can t h i s  be a c h i e v e d ?

Let  me use  t h e  example of my spee ch  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  I am s tar .d ing  
h e r e  b e f o r e  you f o r  one h o u r .  Now, I  d e e p ly  f e e l  t h a t  one hour  i s  t o o  
s h o r t  a t ime  t o  be v e r y  m e a n i n g f u l  or i m p o r t a n t . You . . u v e n ' t  hoa rd  of me 
b e f o r e ;  you have n o t  e x p e c t e d  much of t . h s  hour ah e ad  o f  t i m e .  I t  would 
be d i f f e r e n t  i f  t h i s  hou r  came a s  a c l im a x .  For i n s t a n c e ,  when a 
c a n d i d a t e  makes h i s  spee ch  by which he a c c e p t s  h i s  n o m i n a t i o n ,  h i s  
a d d r e s s  way be s h o r t .  Hov/eV^r, s i n c e  i t  comm s a c o n t e s t , the ha i f
hour of  h i s  sp ee ch  f i l l s  a 0 .;p i n  th_ c a r e ,  of  w-:p _ct  . . t i on  w hich  p t rvack s 
.11 h i s  l i s t e n e r s .  The modern l e c t u r e r  of one l e c t u r e  i s  han d icap p ed  

be cause  he d o e s n ' t  r i d e  on such a \v„ve of e x p e c t a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I 
r e q u e s t e d  your chai rman  to  be' a l l o w e d  h e r e  t  hr e l e c t u r e s ,  That  might  have 
g i v e n  mo some chance of b u i l d i n g  up c o n t i n u i t y . Mr. Luk_ns gave me two 
t a l k s .  T h a t ' s  what  vw. c a l l  a compromise .  So I 'm  r  . s i g n e d  to  t ’m f a c t  
t h a t  my words  can mean l i t t l e  t o  you t o n i g h t .  But am may 1 ea rn  a l e s s o n  
f rom t h i s  compromise.  Time spans  of an hour  or _vun of a any ^ r o  b e n e a t h  
t h e  d i g n i t y  of  human f e l l o w  s h i p  u n l e s s  t h e y  a t  wr.b-ddod i n  .. l_.r0 ^r 
rhythm of l i f e .  A s h o r t  broadenSe i s  of  l i t t l e  v a l u e  u n l e s s  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  
a r e  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  and u n l e s s  the., w i l l  come back t o  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  i n  
d i s c u s s i o n .

E d u c a t i o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  a medium t h a t  does  no t  s t a y  
w i t h  t h e  boy f o r  l o n g e r  t ime s p a n s .  The -word mast  have t ime to  t r a v e l  
t o  t h e  whole boy.  Ana i t  d o e s n ’t  t r a v e l  i n  t r .a  s h o r t  moment r e q u i r e d  
by a c o u s t i c s .  I t  may t a k e  months an d  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  boy comes t o  know 
an d  d e s i r e s  t o  v e r i f y  what  he h a s  been t o l d .  Th is  i s  a r i 6 i d  l aw .
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You t r y  t o  g i v e  this boy a f i r s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  anon he comes t o  camp.
That is a n  e x c e l l e n t  i d - -  p r o v i d e d  you i n c l u d e  t h e  law of e x p e c t a t i o n  in 
your program.  You no t  on ly  must o r i e n t ,  bu t  you must  make t h e  boy expec t  
great t h i n g s .  Then,  t h e  e v e n t s  of h i s  camp l i f e  w i l l  a p p e a r  t o  him b i g .  
Unprepared, t h e  human mind does  n o t  r i s e  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n  of i t s  own 
e x p e r i e n c e s .  Any human an d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  shou ld  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
four phases: e x p e c t a t i o n ,  a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  i n c u b a t i o n ,  f u l f i l l m e n t .  This
lav/ h o l d s  good whether f o r  s i x  months  or  two y e a r s .

My c o m p la in t  i s  t h a t  we do n o t  b u i l d  up t h o s e  f o u r  pleases .  We make 
t h e  boy c r e e p  f rom Ijour t o  ho u r  j u s t  a s  ho c r e e p s  when he works  i n  t h e  
f a c t o r y  and v e g e t a t e s  i n  a s lum .  So we miss  our o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  oppose t h e  
m e c h a n i s a t i o n  and th e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of h i s  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e s .

Or, we may f o r m u l a t e  ou r  program i n  a n o t h e r  way-, t h e r e  i s  s h o r t ­
l i v e d  t r u t h  and l o n g - l i v e d  t r u t h .  C i t i z e n s h i p  i s  a l i f e t i m e  t r u t h .
D i s c i p l i n e  and l o y a l t y  a r e  l i f e t i m e  t r u t h s . '  They c a n n o t  be communicated 
a s  su d d en ly  as  the  f a c t  t h a t  two and two a r e  f o u r  or  how t o  swing a n  a x e .
In  l i f e t i m e  t r u t h  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  and i t  i s  u n d e s i r a b l e  t o  g i v e  away 
t h e  whole  t r u t h  a t  once .

For a p r a c t i c a l  . p p l i c u t i o n  of  t h i s  r u l e  l e t  cm ment ion  t h e  h a b i t  
of  c a l l i n g  t h e  boys t h i r t y  d o l l a r  and f o r t y - f i v e  d o l l a r  men. Acco rd ing  
t o  our' r u l e ,  we must e x p l o i t  eVory chance  t o  a l l u d e  t o  t h e  i n i l  s i x  months 
p e r i o d .  This  v/e would d o ,  i f  you could  b r i n g  y o u r s e l f  t o  sp x.x of a 
hundred and e i g h t y ,  or a t  jo hundr ed  • .nd s- .vonty d o l l  , r  man. How t h e  boys 
would look  up l Tv/o hund red  and s e v e n ty  d o l l a r s ! ,  T h a t ' s  a f o r t u n e ' .  Two 
hundred and sev e n ty  d o l l a r s  ce ase  t o  be wages .  They a r e  a c a p i t a l .
Now t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  wo should  i m p l a n t . The s t a y  a t  t h e  
camp i s  not a wage e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  I t ' s  l i k e  m v e s t i n  a b ig  c a p i t a l  
i n  the  boy.  The h u ndre ds  of do l l ,  . r s  only  r e f l e c t  t h i s  f a c e  t h a t  t h e  
U n i t ed  S t a t e s  i n v e s t  an oven much b i oc; - r  sum i n  ‘hi i s  boy .  Has s e l f -  
es teem i s  i n c r e a s e d . Ana I  need not  t e l l  y ou t i n t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s e l f -  
e s t ee m  i s  one h a l f  of  human educ et.ion.

A f u r t h e r  r e s u l t  of t h i s  k ind  of t r - . . t n x n t  v.oulu bo t h a t  t h -  two 
hundred and s e v e n ty  d e l l -  . r s  form a m.nt  .1 b r i J e ~ t o  t h e  t h i r t y  tu ousand  
d o l l a r  budget  of  . c-mp.  The boys t h o u l d  o - i n s t r u c t e d  an tim f i n . n c o s  
of a camp. Today,  i t s  f i g u r e s  a r e  beyond tire i r  h e a d s . J u s t  a s  l i t t l e  
a s  we u n d e r s t a n d  th e  a s t r o n o m i c a l  f i g u r e s  of „no r a t i o n a l  budget  do th e  
boys a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  expense  of s o c i e t y  dor  t r . e i r  k e e p .  As lo ng  a s  t h e y  
re ma in  u n a p p r e c i a t i v e ,  the  camp must a p p e a r  t o  * m as overpowering and 
inhuman a s  t h e  b i g  machines  and c o r p o r a t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  th o  layman.
And over po wer ing  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b r e e d  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p e o p l e . Nobody c^n 
l o v e  what  i s  beyond h i s  c a n t r i b u t i o n . The camp si  Quid be i n  d e f i n i t e  
contrast^to tk- h a b i t u a l  env i ro nm en t  of t h e  t o y .  Hence,  w- must f a m i l i a r i z e  
him with its economy. But a s  long as  you i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  boy l i v e s  from 
day t o  day and by s m a l l  sums o n l y ,  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  l i n n s  i n  t h e  c h a i n  
a r e  l a c k i n g  w hi ch  i t  t a k e s  t o  t i e  a hobo t o  t h e  complex p r o c e s s e s  of 
modern o r g a n i z a t i o n .

I  v e r y  w e l l  know t h a t  you d i s p o s e  of a ver y  few h o u rs  i n  t h e  l i f e  
o f  t h e s e  b o y s .  But- you must t r y  t o  b u i l d  up your work i n  such a manner 
t h a t  every  hour  p o i n t s  beyond i t s e l f ,  ,/e have l a b o r ,  t h o u g h t ,  and  p l a y .  
Labor goes  w i t n  n e a t n e s s  and w i t h  t n e  -whole p r o p - r a t i o n  o f  t h e  body



f o r  v /ork. Thought  goes  w i t h  m ea l s .  That  may s u r p r i s e  you.  And yo t  i t  
i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  f rom t ime immemorial  only  t h o s e  men w i l l  t h i n k  t o g e t h e r  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  xiho t ak e  t h e i r  meal s  t o g e t h e r ,  u t  l e a s t  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  I t  
i s  not  f o r  n o t h i n g ,  t h a t  \io  h..vo l u n c h  or  t e a  w i t h  a man or t h a t  wo .ask 
him f o r  d i n n e r  when ac ..re s e r i o u s l y  co ncerned  t o  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  o p i n i o n  
or  t o  l e a r n  from him.  And p l a y ,  a s  r e l a x a t i o n ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i s  conn^c t^d  
w i t h  h e a l t h y  s l e e p  and d re am s .

The camp i s  a t r i u n i t y  of l a b o r ,  t h o u g h t ,  p l a y ;  and b e c a u s e  of t h a t ,  
t h e  boys must l e a r n  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  n e a t n e s s  of  t h e i r  body,  good manners 
a t  t a b l e ,  and h e a l t h y  r e l a x a t i o n .  Let  e v e ry  hour  p o i n t  t o  a meaning t h a t  
a s s i g n s  t o  t h i s  ho ur  a r o l e  i n  a b i g  d ra ma. V/hen t h e  boy e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e  
d o l i ^ h t  of f i n d i n c; t h e  r i g h t  t ime f o r  t h e  work ings  of the  body a t  work,  
o f  t h e  mind i n  communica t ion ,  f o r  t h e  play i n  f e l l o w s h i p ,  h e '11  make a 
g r e a t  d i s c o v e r y .  He’l l  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  whole camp i s  l i k e  a g i a n t ,  
w o r k in g ,  m e d i t a t i n g  an d  l a u g h i n g .  The o t h e r  hundre d  and n i n e t y - n i n e  f o l l o w s  
a r c  n o t  j u s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  a r o u n d  him.  He needs  them,  t o  l i v e  h i s  own 
l i f e .  A man who grows i n  body, mind and s o u l  by t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  communi­
c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  a g r o u p ,  w i l l  a lways  be  g r a t e f u l . And 
t h a t  means t h a t  he i s  on t h e  way from a nomad t o  a c i t i z e n .

I f  you c o u l d  b r i n g  your s e l f  t o  l o o k  a t  your  camp a s  though i t  were 
one g i a n t  boy,  you would overcome t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  of f o c u s i n g  a l l  your 
a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  minute  and h o u r .  You would p l a n  f e s t i v a l s  and v i s i t s  
t o  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  community so f a r  ahead  of t ime t h a t  t h e  boys  would 
d ev e lo p  a r e a l  e x p e c t a t i o n  long  b e f o r e  t h e  e v e n t .  In  t h i s  s ense  I  f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  long r a n g e  view i s  immensely  p r a c t i c a l . I t  makes you p a t i e n t  
and i t  makes the  boys a t t e n t i v e .  They w i l l  be w i l l i n g  t o  p r a c t i c e  one 
f i n e  chorus f o r  t h r e e  months whe re as  now t h e y  h a r d l y  w h i s t l e  one and 
t h e  same melody t w i c e .  So n e i t h e r  i n  music no r  i n  s t u d i e s  do t h e y  a t t a i n  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t a n d a r d s .  'Ye only  l e a r n  b„, i n f i n i t e  r e p e t i t i o n ;  y e t ,  
we on ly  r e p e a t  when we a r e  f i l l e d  .. ■ t h  g r e a t  a s p i r a t i o n s .

I  have b u i l t  U) more whan t . - e lv o  c. mps f r . : : .  s c r a t c h ;  and we have 
c u l t i v a t e d  th e  r h y t h m i c a l  f lew  of camp l i f -  0 ..C1 . t i n « . So I know what  
I  am t a l k i n g  - .bou t .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  f i r s t  n.,.lf of my . a d r e s s  ~.sks more f rom you t h a n  
t h e  comps i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  .-t ,g«_- can p o s s i b l y  f u l f i l l .  And one uduc . t i o n a l  
a d v i s o r  cannot su cceed  w i t h  two uunaiwa b^ys  u nder  p r - s u n t  c o n d i t i o n s .
Card games, movies  and dances out s id- t h e  camp . . re  s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  t h e  
good l i f e .  I t  i s  a p a r t  of th e  gvod l i f -  t h . t  t h e  &r  cup must b-  c o l o r f u l  
within itself and t h a t  i t  must meet o t h e r  foro ups  a s  a g r o u p .  The most 
primitive f o o d - g a t h e r e r s  i n v i t e  o t h e r  t r i b e s .  wan r e a c h e s  h i s  h i g h e s t  
dignity v.’hen he e n t e r t a i n s  - u o s t 3  and v.'hen he r e c i p r o c a t e s  h o s p i t a l i t y .
When we w ish  t o  know who t h e  p o t e n t i a l  g u e s t s  of t h e  camp a r e ,  we may t u r n  
t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i n  our f i r s t  a d d r e s s  t h a t  t i n  camps a r e  a L i t t l e  America .
This  s t a t e m e n t  w i l l  6 i v e  us t h -  b<_st d i r e c t i  on f  - r  - v e r y t h i r g  v/- want  t o  
make t h e  boys d o .

At f i r s t  s i g h t ,  i t  may seem: a r a t h e r  empty p h r a s e .  The boys  a r e  
Americans i n  an American e n v i r o n m e n t .  The, come f rom  American c i t i e s  
o r  farms and t h e y  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  s t a y  i n  America i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  more t o  t h i s  f o r m u l a .  They come t o  t h e  camp 
w i t h o u t  c o h e s i o n ,  w i th o u t  f e l l o w  s h i p  or  co m m u n ica t io n . They come i n  a
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d i s r u p t e d  s t a t e  of body,  mind and s o u l .  T h e i r  body i s  d i s r u p t e d  because  
i t  i s  unemployed.  T h e i r  mind i s  d i s r u p t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  w i t h o u t  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a i n i n g .  T h e i r  s o u l  i s  d i s r u p t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  has  no i n t i m a t e  
f e l l o w s h i p .  Those boys a r u  p l a c e d  i n  a w i l d e r n e s s  of abandoned f a r m s ,  
d u s t  bowls ,  s o i l  e r o s i o n ,  second g ro w th ,  decaying s m a l l  towns .
'The f u t u r e  of t h e i r  America i s  one w i t h o u t  now im m ig ra n t s ,  w i th o u t  f r i e n d s  
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  And when wo t r a c e  them bac kw ards ,  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  
o r  g r a n d p a r e n t s  im m ig r a t in g  to  A m ori ca . Waves o f  immi6 r u n t s  s u rg e d  i n t o  
America ,  push ing f o r t h , b u i l d i n 6 , becoming A m er ic an s .

This may s t r i k e  you a s  a dark  p i c t u r e .  However,  h e r e ’ s our hope 
and h e r e  i s  our d i r e c t i o n .  The boys i n  your camps must t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  of 
t h e  e t e r n a l  immigrant  of  th e  l a s t  hundred  and f i f t y  y e a r s .  Our boys must 
immigra te  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h i s  c o u n t r y .  The im m igra n t s  have 
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f u t u r e  of America .  Tne unemployed must  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  
f a i t h  t h a t  h a s  b u i l t  up t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  t h e j  must r e p r o d u c e  th e  p ro m ise  and 
f u l f i l l m e n t  of  the, m e l t i n g  p o t .

This Now F r o n t i e r  i s  no t  s e n t i m e n t a l ,  ho must r e v i t a l i z e  t h e  
immigrant  whose urge  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  b lood  of a l l  t H  ca mpers .  Tho now 
s i t u a t i o n  h e a l s  t h e  d i s r u p t u r o  of  body,  mind and s o u l  x h a t  now makes 
us t r e a t  the  ooy as  a case  o f  r e l i e f .  Let  us t u r n  a b o u t ,  ana l e t  us 
f a c e  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  new ey e s ;  he i s  t h e  immigra nt  whose com age i s  
needed  t o  s torm tne  New F r o n t i e r ,  to  r e c l a i m  t h e  l a n d  o u t s i d e ,  t o  r e b u i l d  
t h e  i n n e r  l i f e  of t h e  communi ty,  and to  awaken t h e  s l u m b e r i n 0 e n e r g i e s  
of a l l  t h e  m i n o r i t i e s .  ; ,ha t  v.m c a l l  m i n o r i t i e s  and wn^t  g u  f i n d  in  your 
camps,  a r e  t h e  u n f  i n i  shod immigr nit  s o f  j . s t ^ r d r a  . leaking i m m i g r a t io n  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  go a l  o f  the  camps wc e x p l o i t  t h e  d e e p e s t  l a y e r  i n  th e  b o y ' s  
b a c k g r o u n d .

Again, this rule will influence the c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  work done in 
t h e  camp c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  he s h a l l  n o t  b e s a t i s ! i e d  w i t h  b u i l d i n ^  picnic 
g ro u n d s .  Imm igran ts  have b u i l t  the  Union p a c i f i c . The new irmi, rants 
must  be given a chunc e to participate in 'the t cu .  b e s t  tasks that are 
b e f o r e  this c o u n t r y .

A second  a p p l i e n t i o n .  of our  r u l e  would o-. t h a t  t h e  whole youth, of  
America shou ld  j o i n  the CCC. The new manhood requires leadership, hard 
t r a i n i n g ,  s a c r i f i c e ,  r e n u n c i a t i o n ,  o b e d i e n c e .  I*a  /_  ry  b e s t  a r e  nucdod.
You shou ld  lo o k  out  f o r  a H i e  s amon0 t .   ̂ c o i H a „ coys of Amoric .. You 
d o n ’ t  have th o  t h r e e  g ro ups  t h  . t  b e l o n g  i n  ev e r y  c . Tn,, c r o s s  s e c t i o n  
o f  t h i s  n a t i o n  t rus t  c o n t a i n  e l e m e n ts  fro;:, far: . . ,  f  .ctery, c o l l e g e .  Then, 
wo s i r'.11 bo a b l e  t o  rm-irami0 r ate i n t o  Amor i c a  .n i  to  defend tho w~st  orn 
h e m i s p h e r e .  ’.7e canno t  d e fend  t h e  . e s t e r n  h em is p h e re  w i th  b a t t l e s h i p s  o n l y .  
But squadron§ of t h e s e  camps,  f u l l  of j o y ,  s t r e n g t h  and f a i t h ,  we can 
b u i l d ,  50 ,000 a y e a r ,  and as  winged a s  p l a n e s ,  t n e  se camps w i l l  c a r r y  
e n t h u s i a s m  to  ev e ry  s e c t i o n  o f  t n e  n o m i s p h o r e . They r e p r e s e n t  humani ty  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o n t a i n  f a r m e r s ,  w o r k e r s ,  s t u d e n t s .  They ao no t  c o n t a i n  
t h e  r e f u s e  of s o c i e t y ;  t h e y  r e p r o d u c e  tin, f u l l  n a t u r e  of man. And so 
when you a s k  me what, we s h o u ld  make ohms do,  I  s . . y :

Reproduce th e  f u l l  n a t u r e  of mar..
Do f  end t  ho . o s t e r n  Re mi s phe r  c .
Ro- im migra te  i n t o  Amcric ..
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singing. The two arts of music and poetry had not yet been divorced. Later, 
our throats grew more and more lazy. Speaking came into existence as a 
second stage, and this stenographing of our original speech is going on 
before our ears. When you compare an Italian and a Chicago-man, you 
may feel, in your physique how the throat is shutting up more and more. 
First we used our lungs, later our throat, later our mouth, and now people 
try to use their nose only. To make up for this loss of plain chant in daily 
life, singing branched off in the opposite direction, developing man’s 
capacity to become an organ. A famous singer used to call her voice “this 
beautiful organ.” As to speaking, this, then, is the natural tendency: in 
our whispering, chatting, shouting, and yelling during twenty-five hours 
out of twenty-four, the natural man does something to his material of 
words; he debases, abbreviates and finally kills a “material” which origin­
ally was part of man’s uproarious dancing through a living universe. We 
kill Shakespeare by using quotations from him on silly occasions. We really 
do everything we can so that the treasures of creative language may lie 
dead on the ground, their spell broken, their magic charm exploited for 
propaganda.

The poet makes up for this. He re-creates the language. He has pity on 
its bleeding and maimed and mutilated corpse. Language having fallen 
among the thieves, it is taken up by the poet as the Good Samaritan of 
creation. He restores the corpse to its splendor, by creating it all over again. 
Because people make lifelong efforts to destroy the power of majestic lan­
guage, it takes the lifelong effort of special poets to bring it back to life 
in every generation. And so the poet would not have to exist if we would 
all cease making so many empty noises, but would talk only when our 
heart was so full of something that the words must burst out from the 
bottom of our heart through our lungs, up our throat, out of our mouth, 
with the nose quietly out of the way, the nostrils perhaps just a little bit 
trembling in surprise over this uproarious human heart that suddenly takes 
away the breath of the nose; the nose only takes an interest in the outside 
world, and has utter contempt for the outbursts of the heart.

The poet restores the normal pressure under which full grown speech 
alone can be attained, and that pressure cannot be had without the pipe­
line re-opening again from the heart across the lungs up the throat on to 
our lips. Then alone does the pressure testify to our being swayed by the 
sense of wonder and joy and praise and gratitude which made man speak 
and which makes man speak today. Then, language is not treated as artis­
tic material ever so precious, but as the plain chant at the tense and secret 
festivity of cosmic life. This same process goes on in the colors and forms
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of the universe which we abuse in our dresses. My dress certainly is an of­
fense in the eyes of my maker like all man’s clothes. Daily, man testifies 
to the “Decline and Fall of Trousers.” Our furniture, our building: woe to 
them. The artist uses to the full what most of us are too poor, too lazy, 
and too blunted to use at all. Music — why, we are living in a universe of 
music; for music originally means the whole rythmical flow of inspiration 
of any sort. The Muses are nine, all in all. The composer makes up for our 
relapsing into din and noise and deafness in which we moderns seem to 
specialize.

This, then explains, the artist’s special message. He is the physician who 
takes the corpses of created beauty back to the fountain of eternal youth. 
Since, incessantly, sewage is dumped into the river of human expression 
killing all the life, somebody has to perform this cure.

And now, it becomes easy to place this graduating class within modern 
society. This world is a world of litter, sewage, advertising, blinding lights, 
and nasal triteness. You are equipped with insight and with practice in the 
arts. You have been initiated into this sacred fellowship which binds to­
gether the artist and his community, the whole human race. Please don’t 
take your place only in front of the artist, as connoiseur, as his future 
public and admirer. Help him to admire the universe. You are between the 
barbarian and the decadent, on the side of the artist, somewhere in the 
middle. Among you there are amateurs, and, perhaps, an artist. But what 
matters today is not the individual rank which you may claim for your 
individual self. What matters is if you will think of the artist only as of a 
man handing out autographed signatures to admirers, and being applauded. 
That is good, too. We all need encouragement so much. However, the 
great sigh of our age goes in another direction. The whole of creation is 
groaning and moaning for the broadening of joy, of youth, of wonder, in 
an all too well known universe.

You are born advocates of that precious material in sounds, smells, 
movements that God has given to his image, so that we may be clothed by 
them radiantly. There are personal limitations. I can’t paint. I gave up 
music one day when I felt that the musical element ought to fuse with my 
intellectual life still more intimately, that my thoughts had better become 
musical. And yet, despite all our individual shortcomings, we are shot 
through with the sense of wonder. Without being a creative artist every­
body knows creativity. That is the final secret that I entrust to you as the 
graduating class. It was already present in Chesterton’s uproarious laughter. 
I bring it once more to you, the graduating, matured disciples of art. I 
shall disclose to you the real meaning of the term “creative.” Many people 
harp on this word today. But they are apt to mistake creativity for action.
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This is not so. The artist wields a magic wand like Prospero in the Tempest. 
He can change the world. And, during your years here, you often must 
have wondered over your power of transforming nothing into something. 
A little art makes all the difference in the world. But do you know that 
the words “Wand” and “to wonder” actually are of one root and that they 
look at the same process from two sides? By the “Wand” the world is 
changed, and by “wonder” we ourselves change.

Now, one change cannot be had without the other. World and man are 
two elements in one metamorphosis. The artist may change the world on 
condition that he is in the process. Creativity, it is true, means our own 
doing; however, this active doing is sterile where it is not the result of our 
own soul’s plasticity. When we can dissolve in wonderment and conceive 
under its overwhelming power, when we are made over, we can make over 
the universe. In German, we call this metamorphosis “Verwandlung.” It is 
a word pertaining to the words “wand” and “wonder” and uniting them as 
they always should be united. Creativity is active and passive at the same 
time. It is divine because it is masculine and feminine, doing and receiving. 
You must not go virile or masculine to be fully human. Strike the balance 
between the active and the passive in the middle voice, and you will be 
human. In fact, we all know this fact by instinct. We all treat an artist as 
changing under the sequence of his works. Look how we react when the 
name of an artist is mentioned. Do we think that first is the man, and later 
his work? Not at all. Shakespeare is the author of his plays to us. And with 
every play he has written he has become more the “real” Shakespeare. 
Beethoven first is the composer of the first symphony and the Eroica, 
perhaps. Then he becomes the composer of the Fifth. Later he takes the 
world by storm with the Ninth Symphony. Finally, outrunning all the 
living he writes the late quartets, a promise that still is ahead of many, 
waiting for our maturity in the future to be fully understood. With every 
one of Lionardo’s great works, his reputation was made over. The work 
renewed the person to whom it was given. So it is with our wondrous 
creations in life. They must change us, if they are first rate. Conceiving a 
work is at the same time a change in quality of our own nature. You can­
not create except by being re-created yourself. It was the tragedy of Amy 
Lowell, here in Boston, that she could not see this. Emily Dickinson knew 
it, and so achieved greatness. The sense that does the changing inside our­
selves is the sense of wonder, it is that faculty of living as though you 
never lived before. We will change the world as long as we can be changed. 
Let this be your most intimate connection with the creative arts: to be 
creative also means to be in the making, and being created, yourselves. 
Women who have become emancipated, think too often of life as doing. 
It is, however, far too wondrous for that. Making, and being in the making,
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is one and the same process, called living. By the perpetual sense of wonder 
in human hearts, obliterating all our prejudices and conventions, the beau­
ty of the world can be recreated daily. And then you will save the artist’s 
place in the community because you will be his community.

Today the artist stands far too alone, everybody expecting him to do 
miracles, and the poor man dies from inner starvation much more than 
from lack of food. You are the topsoil of the flower-bed in which art can 
grow connecting the inimical and yet inevitable subsoil and the stalk and 
stem of the arts. Yours is the greatest function, at this moment, because 
the artist and his public are falling asunder; backing the artist by your own 
sense of wonder, your own handling of God’s materials, your own great 
and lasting expectation on the eve of the great festivity called life. Over­
come your calculations; look into the flower-cup of the lily, at seventy, as 
though you were seeing it for the first time in your life. And the artist 
will come to life, backed by a human community sharing in the conditions 
of creativity, standing again on the shoulders of our dreams and desires 
which he expresses better than we ourselves. Be full of things to be ex­
pressed by artists.

Lest you mistake my appeal as lofty and impractical in our days of 
economic planning, revolutions, unemployment, slum clearing, and social 
worries, it may be in order to mention the very practical side of this atti­
tude.

Three days ago, a young friend from Buffalo visited at my house. He 
is with the Federal Housing Administration, and it is his business to pick 
the most deserving tenants. At least, he asked me what he should do since 
these tenants had their eyes on the movie stars and the simonized car of 
their neighbour; but they would dump their ash-cans right in their own 
backyard. And no signs, nor advice, nor warning made any impression. 
Well, 1 was a little bit confused myself; then I blushed and said: “Frankly, 
you know,” I said, “I am one of those messy people myself. It does not 
help to tell me to do this or that. In the case of the ash-cans, I do not feel 
too sure that I would not dump them if I happened to be a tenant pinched 
for his rent, his water bill, his work, his family.” I said, “I must be frank 
with you. You don’t aim at the center of these people. You try to make 
it easy for them by talking about ash-cans only. And you let them down-, 
you must aim at higher things to achieve the small ones.” And I had to tell 
him that when we moved out into the country, an infinite number of 
chores descended upon me, of which I had never dreamt before. And I 
was no good at them. I simply was paralyzed by the variety and endless­
ness of them. Rationally I knew that I was expected to clean the furnace, 
and take out the manure, and cut trees, and weed the garden. But I kept
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my city habits as a means to overlook the chores, pretending that I had to 
do more important things. And like the poor tenant, I called more impor­
tant the things which I was accustomed to do in the city, like writing let­
ters, reading books, waiting for the mail, etc. Only when I realized the 
complete change of my life from a city dweller to a homesteader, and all 
the wonderful implications of this change, when I began to accept the 
potentialities of acquiring a new character myself, only then did I find ac­
cess to the qualities asked for in serving the deities of space. Attic and barn 
and basement and field acquired the reality which things only attain when 
they become expressions of our own way of life. And then we begin to 
personalize them as the modern nomad does when he speaks of his car as 
she. Feeling the charm of being made over, gradually, from a nomad into 
a man who has settled for good, in every sense of this word, gives us new 
eyes and new senses. And then, one day the same ash-cans against which 
the housing authorities have fought in vain, these same ash-cans will dis­
appear as by witchcraft. And it truly is witchcraft because the magic wand 
has not touched the ash-cans but the blunted senses of the tenant and 
restored them to their proper glory first. The so-called practical people 
who think that to concentrate on little things is the easiest way, don’t 
know the machinery of living people. Aim higher than the so-called prac­
tical people, and you will achieve, on the one hand, the very thing which 
they try to do and cannot do, and, on the other hand, something more 
durable: you will have changed the things of this world because you have 
restored the heir of this wondrous world, man, to realizing his heritage.

Now I have taken you first to Berlin to tell you how fascinating Boston 
was when looked at from far away. Then we went to Florence, and to the 
Alhambra ballet in London; alas, my opportunity is over. I had such a 
good time. Perhaps I may end this round trip with a short excursion to 
Mount Monadnock. After all, summer is here and it behooves us at this 
occasion, to provide a handful of good New Hampshire air. Around Mon­
adnock, you still may feel that the world is on the eve of something. I have 
heard there my first and only hermit thrush singing. And I shall not forget 
my sense of wonder over this song as long as 1 live. However, this is not the 
ultimate reason for our going to Monadnock now. 1 got there something 
for you, from an artist. On the foot of Monadnock lies the former house 
of a painter well known through this country, Abbot Thayer. The house 
and study have been deserted for years. Books, sketches, furniture, every­
thing is just going to pieces. This famous author of a book on protective 
coloring, in this his hermitage, has not found any protective coloring. Five 
years ago 1 entered Abbot Thayer’s study. And what might have been a 
nightmare otherwise, turned out like a visit to the Grail, for one sheet of
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paper that was lying on the table. Here from this sheet, a spirit of order 
seemed to dominate the room like a last will and testament.

In Thayer’s handwriting, in the middle of the room, on the table, I 
read and copied the words which I have printed since, as a message to 
posterity. I don’t know if this is a quotation or a truth formulated by the 
painter himself. I am inclined to think that it is his own thought. But what 
does it matter? I don’t know if anybody else ever has read it or trans­
mitted it to the world. And so from the foot of Mount Monadnock I am 
carrying to you the word, nothing bombastic, no; sober, reflecting, scrutin­
izing words, and yet telling you why we all crave the artist’s attitude. We 
all crave our emancipation from the artefact mostly called man to the real 
human being. Abbot Thayer wrote: “Art rescues man from his state of 
being limited to a point and to a moment. Contrive as you will, your cam­
era cannot exclude the peculiarity of the moment and the place. This is 
the torture of the intellect, that it is condemned to still-photography. But 
it longs to see from all points, from all moments, as God does. The bliss 
of contemplation of a work of art is this sense of emancipation, of seeing 
as God sees, and as we may sometimes see.”

Graduating Class of 1939, you are emancipated by the laws of this free 
country from inequality. Be emancipated by the bliss of wonder to the 
emancipation of seeing as God sees, through a wonderful and, therefore, 
happy life.



Biography o f Eugen R osensto ck-Huessy

Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy was born in Berlin, Germany in 1888, the 
son of a Jewish banker. After receiving his doctorate in law from Berlin 
University, he taught law at Leipzig University from 1912 to 1914. In the 
First World War he was an officer at the front near Verdun.

He returned to university life in 1923, as professor of law at the Uni­
versity of Breslau.

While at Breslau, in 1928-30, he organized voluntary work service 
camps which brought together workers, farmers and students in work 
together on the land. This and his subsequent similar activities in the 
United States have been described as forerunners of the Peace Corps.

Immediately after Hitler came to power in 1933, he voluntarily left 
Germany and went to the United States. After teaching two years at 
Harvard, he joined the faculty at Dartmouth College where he taught as 
professor of social philosophy until his retirement in 1957.

With the backing of President Franklin Roosevelt, in 1940 he organized 
an experimental camp within the Civilian Conservation Corps. Camp 
William James in Tunbridge, Vermont was experimental in that it was to 
train leaders for a possible development of the CCC into a service that 
would accept volunteers from all walks of life, not simply young men in 
need of work.

He died in 1973.





Published by the William James Press as one of 
a series of pamphlets marking the Bicentennial 
of the American Revolution.
Santa Cruz, 1975


