ATTACK ON MY GENERATION
For Grenville Clark in the dark
days of 1940

" InMarch 1929 England decided on military conscription. In May 1940
the ammunition factories took a three day vacation.

The governing class in England has ostracised for the last twenty years
every man who protested azainst tne zospel of the easier and always easier
way of life, who knew that life in the wanhood of the industrial era would
become narder and harder on this globe. My best friends in England, Ffive
in all, are not used by the government in any adequate capacity. They are
all of military age. One wrote in 192% that the next war would be a way of
tanks. That was enoush to finish him as a general,

In the fall of 1939 you visualized a peace in ter s of the 19th century.
at a moment whien the economy of the world had become an economy of hemispheres,
when the Argentine and Mexico looiied to Japan and when thne whole economic
opder believed in by Hull had zone to pot together with the pold buried in
Kentucky.

And now, in May 1940, you resurrect the Plattsburs Camps of 1917. In
this country my whole generation insists on reiterating the thinking of thirty
years azo. Therefore, the country's instincts are azainst you.

The ROTC needed today to supolement rlattsburg are industrial ieader
camps, For the last seven years I huve tried to convinze you, President
Conant, Hopkins, etc., etc., that this time tae industrialized mankind of this
country has to be rebuilt. Behind every soldier ten or eleven industrial
doriers must stand and work.

And here, as Leon Blum in France, the President talks about unhopding the
forty hour week. A Fool's Paradise, President ilopkins insists -- with you --
that we should send the allies every possible help short of war. 3ut he has
not an hour to discuss tihe real issue; tue moral mobilization of our industriel
workers. Without an immediate influx of the zilded youth of America into
the rank and file of farmers and workers, the true menace of the situation
is not understood.

Lindberzh, who at least is a child of this machivae aje, knows that industry
is the real problemn. de is not human enoush to realize that before we can
produce, we nave to reviviy the industrial morels.

You humanists inow that officers are indispensable. But you lecline to
think in terms of tie new era of tine Iron Man. You follow the pattern of the
French Revolution. That is all dead for good. Just as dead as Jonn Simon or

Yontazu Norman who allowed the Jity to finance the Jerman armament for the
drive to Boulongne. I claim no werit but to have been moulded in my thoughts
by the lessons of defeat. For seven years I have tried to cry mgself and
you awake., If Harvard would recognize six months in a C.C.C. as eguivalent to
one academic term, it would do the ounly, .seful taing. All the rest is paper
and wishful thinking. I am sorry if I must anger you now. But I feel that
my whole usefulness consists in warning you against the mistakes made by the
ruling classes in England and France te think in terms of 1789, in the shadow
of a new world.

Bugen Rosenstock-Huessy



Attack on my generati‘on.
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in 1917, America went to war;we’xjnd in 1919 , she sta,é.d out of
the peace. Thls time, she sta:»ifé out of the war; and she 1s golfng
to get stuck in the peace for the 7& next thirty yearse

There is no "do as you please", in Foreign Agfairs; and my gen-
eration has wasted 1ts freedo;\ of action by letting Senator Nye
proclaim in advence what should be the secret of any really
living body politic: the future decisionse. Tﬁis is the
greatest High Treason ever committed agalinst the 1life of a
great nation; it 1s the sin agali nst the living God, or if

my generation in 1ts helplessness of unbelief, prefers ,
against the ABC of survivale '

You have made worse mistakes than the ruling &lasses in ﬁﬂ
France and England. How can you expect to get away with your
blunders any cheaper than they? My usefulness consigts in warns
ing you m ainst these migtakes. I don't claim any other merit but
to have been moulded in my thoughts by the lessons of defeats
Forg seven years, I have tried to cry myself and you awake.

Ifftthe American Colleges would recognize six months in
the CCC as an equivallent to one ac}:i?iemic ferm, if, in consequen-
ce of t his step, twohundred thousja.nd students would join this
mishgnd led and neglected army of relief, we could hope to 1:'3-
build the broken industrial and splritual morale of American
youth. Then, we could begin to reconnect the outlying , unconn-
ected parts of our economy ,with the main lifestream, by droppig
the insulting work projects like picnicgd gpunnds, and doing the
Jreall}liy vital work. 3;; could , from this reproductive effort,
expect the firm finamcial basis forx#armamem’;s. And with this
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labor army ‘;?6’ appear _all over the Amei'ie:an Hemisphere, we might
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finally get 50,000 airplahese
You, my venerable but absolutely obdurate generatlog)put
the cart before the horse. You shout for 1200 airplanes now
when the wagée lost., The English declared conscription in
March 1939;'and in May 1940, their Ammunition factories took a
three dayhblidaye. The Canadlan alrplane scheme was planned to
run smoothly in « 1941, Voiunteers were sent home during all

the nine months of the war, except stenographers, ;
5égi*§ generatlon, 1n England as well as here, disu‘

Vo cussed the peace terms after the war, g;;h Luxem@yrg annd Denmark
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.- prominent members of the next League,{i&é%?a' ou revivify the
Plattsburg Camps of 1917;>My whole generation insists on repeas
ting all the steps ( and fallacies) of khmg twenty five years x
Lawe MU T (A D wena, |
agos have not been killed in action as,most of my European
o)

contemporaries. And it never dawns on that they perhaps ‘yf?“”
h fl”*iJujﬁ '

have to die t s mentally at 1easE)if this country is to
have any futuree. )

Tne gold lies buried in Kentuckyy, Argentine and Mexico
look to Japanes The Northern Pole 1is the best road from Norway
or Russla into Canada. The economy G'fhe world has mangged to
bridge the gap between labor , cépital » and intelligence
everywhere except in Americae An economy of Hemispheres is
An the making. And you talk sbout trade agrfements a la Hullj

If you do not believe in any change, please consider

one simple figure® behind every soldler ten or eleven 1lndustriil

workers must stand and work. Without an immediate influx of tre

gilded youth of America into the rank and file of our farming

and industrial population, we cannot revivify the morale of proe

duct lon. &nd without this moral change, wecannot produce,



xgﬁﬁz geeration though not killed yet has not the ear of the

"~ country. Lindbergh who at least 1s a ch1ld of the machine age
and without &he paralysing effects of college edueation,
knows e that industry is the real problem, And instince
tivelty , the people feel that he has something to say though
they do not like his mind of a mechanlc especlallye You humae
nists should beat him easily knowing that officers are indispen
sable,;~ ingpired leadership. But you decline to think in terms
of the new era, of the Iron Manm. Who discusses the real issue,
the moral mobilisation of our indumtry, the conquest of the

disastrous mildew on our 11fe?tbat. this thinly populated bleak

beach of & a vast continent has too many peopléz that life
should b ecome easler year after year7 that the Western Hemisp=
sphere, by some magic circle called Monroe Doctrine, is dmmune
against the rights of mankind to occupy empty spa.ces?

Wé are undermanned, and we are entering a phase in
which it will be harder than ever to keep vitality,ang the
will and stomach to live. The industrial mankind of this coun-
try has to be rebuilt. *e who in the face of this task re-ite-
rates the outworn phrases ofthe French R¢v01ution, is a real
menace to thig country. “e blocks the road to life just as
John Simon and Montague Norman whose credits, 1n mxReEx honor
of lalisez faire, brought the Yermans to Calais, Just as much
as we ;;;‘nmm Japanmm®ex%m The English gaverning class has
ost racised any member, that has not belleved 1n the gospel of
the easier and always easler 1life, Tre Yeneral of the Tanks,
Fuller, who said in 1923 exactly how this war would be fought,
is not with the British E. F.. Four other of my English friends

lie fallow, because they all asked for realisme. Is my generation

here resoclved to repeat tle umbrella policy?



