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because it 1s o correspondonce, & soclzslo lcal phoncmenon.  Strangely
emough, cociolozy has shyed away Irom thls phenomencn. & palr of
lovers scumed perhaps too close to cacn other to be considercd spag;—
mens of the social and groun process.  But the Glaioguc botwoen '
Tather anc Son which is under our considcration now, canuot e classi-
lie bo o long we do not widen our categories. In thils
dia nd s fiont out the battlie of Iatherhood anc son-
noo ind literature ig this? To call 1t nerscnal, 1s
gul t s to call iv biograpnical. For thc TWo GO
not ions they are looling for & definite, for a
(¥ Lentilfic soiution.

about the De Magistro I1s that It challenges ‘
our uld have a science of social affelirs without
this cal basis, at their rcot, or that we could en-
Jjoy without ths social Truth aand tailversal solu-
tion thinli for owur personal saivation. And all
socla this fight for the salvation of persons. OF
this, a telliing examplc.

And this brings the book into sharp contrast to thc ususl liter-
sture on education. If it ig true that 1t is written not dy the
Tamous professor of rhetorics Lugustinc nor vy the bdishop ol HLZo0,
but by & father who felt wneasy about hls prerozatives as a teacher,
father, Caristian, with reclation to his s=on, stuient, feilow Christian,
if it 1s trus that he tricd to find the truth and nothing but the
truth not because he was in a sclientilic and cetached mood, cut be-
cause he was violently attached to his role in socicty - i, in other
words, susustine wrote this because he wanted to remain rooted and
inteyroted, then It 1is poouﬂalﬁ that social sclence sprinzs f{rom per-
sonzl bius and poosion and Selicnging. Then, it 1s true that we do not
teach others to do good but because we, lilke sugustine, are compelled
to teach Ty oour own life's forces, even with the odds as in his case,
azalnat our gualilication to act the teacher.

objoctive adviser migat have cou
son publiic cchool o to an Zpiscoral
Lo n oput uson the younger mean. Not
had sinned wain Jegetting Adeodatus,; wishe
ceme son. ‘¢ﬁc1c“ooed ne wolil migh onsi
must. Tsaching o3 an integral reguiremenc
&8 &L nSCeoiiluy even wasen the teaching Is b
a niw note in our dlscussions on eaucation
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¢ all ne gets out of teaching, then teaching would be nothing
Te; and thon, he can't be a good Teachor. Leveoritheless, ed-
theory modestly treats the sullerings ol T gacher &g

¢t to bs mentioned in good socislty. TI ) ok

2, ths public, are told why such and o a :

5oy or sirl the best possible ecducatlc

discredits our theoriss of education &s

Any realistic approach would have to show how and why and that
an aduly can be incuced to fool around wita youny pooplc in tnis busi-
ness of teaching and learning, some sporadically, some prolfessionally,
but all passionately.

The fact that John Rockefeller taught Sundey 3Schoel ail hls 1ife,
that he ¢&id it, why he aid it, how he did it and if cnhould have
cone it, ovelongs a&s much in a scientific invest 5 now and why
and that Jonn Doe should be taught tne ABC. Bu cnce ol
these two cusstions is obvious. CQuestion two can be debated In the
absence of little John Doe wno Ls too 1litile to understanéd. CThe stu-
dentt!s pari in education lends itsel? to all kinds of abstractions,
vagus icdeals, wonderful systems, statistics. 2ut John Rockefeller or
ny Tirst cousin, or an illegitimate father - thelr authority and cual-
ification to teach plety and relizion and history, must be cebated In
full view of their individual personalities and deliclencles and 1dl-
osynerasics.

These peoplie are real people, adult peoplc, nmomdar T the
playgrounds of the schools, nay, taxpayers, acult soclal : LEE
themselves. If the teacher's preoblem would fori the basis ol cduca=
“icral discussion, ii we would ask: Can anybody teach? Must every-
body teacna?  Should nobody teach? education suddenly would beconme
politics and socilal science. But as it i., c¢lucatlon is a numanistlce
and even ruran¢ta“lcn specia lty since it 1s more giving to scmebocdy,
with the teacher recelving a salary, in reward.

A sociological treatment of education must sxpiain the lives of
cholars, as jonltors, aluwani, coilasge presicents
1 as ol
G W& be us on s
D in the educ C&Ss5 Lre
Jused. mpu overilow that is teachlng and iz learn-
ing, cppeared to him as meaning one and the ¢ mants
re¢iation to this cnergy stumped him.
fugustine Is lnexnaustible, He zave na trne
Meolern Times thelr clus. And now ne scenms z z TWO
separaved sStreams of our own conscicusness, Zitics,
into ong new beginning. How miZat we CcalLs 2 the men?
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h his maker.

cacy of a ‘metalogic" had beecn sgueszed dry

Ter this le P
Avsustine gave to the modsrn ages thoir metaphysics, unrough 0
ané Descartes. Thne world of nature was dedemcnized and as & cr
world lent itself to infinite rational inguiry. This complet
inz of the tles between man and naturce, mind and body, mads
the progress of scilence. In back of 1t is ugustine s metap
beceause Descartes could guote hils doctrine that Coc was exirar
and man his raticnal agent wlth regard to the world if man p
ris mind from a&ll worldly attachment,if all sclountists coope
oné mind.

In both cases, of metaloglc and metaphysics, Augusting slaced
the processes of logic and of physlics, Into a wider “oalm, into the
lire of the human soul A certain soul, he taugnt, was capavble of
veing its logic about God with impunity and usefully. A certain soul,
he @iso sald, was capable of using its physics about tne wor.d, with-
out error and progressively. Under the conditiocn that wman loved his
neighbor as himself, he could Indeed know &ll these things without
eénding in witchcraft or gnostlics. Hence all our science is universal
and oOpen as daylight since 1t 1s Augustinian.

Now, in his De Maglstro, Augustine describes a third start.

Here, he does not write the preamble to all reasoning sbout God by
showin" that he who makes any truc statement, already must believe in
the power by which we overcome our selfish interest and btlind spots.
e does rot recommend detachment from the world before gxanmining its
facts. He writes the preamble for any member viclently attached to
hi s soc_cty, and trying to remaln attached to it, cdespite the full use
of his rational end critical faculties. In the scarch for & rsalilstic
uoc Clozy., we are beleaguered by absiract thuories of education.
sugustlne says: that soc&olooy must Inclucde the pacesions o the sccl-
ol o"*““ “1mse1¢, his need for salvatxo“. I tne wrilter of th L
2.5 and you the reader, Jonn Lewey despite his cuest Tor grson-
ality. anc all the sthqents, both must re eive functionsal sa faction
in & truchful order of education.

Avgustine gives us the metaethics of utterance anc communicaTiaon.
Zefore we can use our ethics of human rclatlonsrips, We mUsStT S¢ Toik
waose 1life may use the functlons and roles orfered in these relaticrs.
Wno is to become a father or a son, or a student? It is a certaln te-
ing only which can escape unscathed from egll these overwnelming forma-
tive influences and habits without being vitiated. He who enters into
.any correspondence, i1s to have certain qualitics i7 nis correspondence
snall e worth anything.

- truly & ziant the mon Ironm
or thvee tacks, Tor theology
for scciclogy or social




The Distemporanity o

It is not difficult to determine more closely the principle of
sugustine's metaethlces. 4And this will explain why he sponsors a sci-
once of society which puts educatlon into the very center of all
soclal processes and factis.

Yo thinker saw deeper into the riddle which "time" put before
man, than iAugustine. His remarks on "time" in the Confessions are
**;;n*y fanous But wse will be able to quote many other usually no=-

glected pass es, on this subject.

Now a thinker who has something to say on the topic of "tinme"
is ultramodern. The most energetic thinkers of our days, Ifret under
this mystery of time. They are confounded by the fact that the minc
v be thought of as observing the bodies in space, but that this same
nd +akc time to function at all. True enough that the mind oo~

v he facts of the world of space. But we sezm to be unable to
serve ti i¢ since our own thinking takes time. The subject oi the
xinker is suogecy to the time stream, is conditioned by time. DHut
now can that which is conditioned by some force, ever be empowered
to understand thils same force? If we are the products of our tlims,
we shall never know this same time as we may know a fact of outside
nature.

Thinking tales time, education tekes time. We s
to school for a dozen of years. But modern scept
d time and found that 1t consists of disconnected
argest school of thoughtlin this country teaches th
st and future only, that the present is of a razor-
ness, and thet when we speak of "the present pcrlod," w
ing & fiction. They call all usage of a prescnt in i
nse, & "speclous present,” a fictitious unit of time. An
the classroom, a war, a revolution in wnich we find ourselve
fictitious, according to these logicilans. And logic seems t
their slice.
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But if this is so, then farewsell to education. I a cleass con-
sists of disconnected split seconds, education is in ossible. Tor,
all ecducation plans a curriculum of years as though time stood still,
in a certain sense.

Auvgustine suffered from this contradiction. And e pointesc out
tne Girectlon In which the solution may be found. And the snobuery of
g mogern sgeptic which declares the present as not existent and de-
lieves in past and future only, melts 1liks a snow fiake belore als
scrutiny.

The De Maglstro would be too fraguentzry LI we woulld 1ot megad I
v tne framewori o Augustine's J:i;osophj ol time. And vics
vSIsa, our “easo“*ug abouv time receives a sownd basis, 1 we fatl
the doepen of the Tact that our own thinking aboutr time takes time.

For nowhere is this more In evidence than in the claosroom of
educatiional Instlitutions. Teaching is not peripaerical Ior a sclience




of time because 1t makes transparent the fact that thinking takes
time. In any act of teachlng, time 1s of the essence.

LD

So much 1s this the case, that time appears there in at loca
three cualifications at once. First, there 1s the schcdule of t.u
whole curriculum, second, there are two kinds of people, ons older,
the other younger, both with & time of thelr own, and yet thrown to-
gether into this identical schedule.

)

It scems that we have here In a nutshell the time-comnpound of
211 socizl relations. The teacher and the student are not contempo-
reries; yet they are synchronized. Hence two "times," two lifetimes,
seem to be able to joln. Without this baslc bellef, teaching would
te impossible. Whatever else teaching may be, 1f we restrict its
aspect to the purely chronological skeleton in it, 1t always chows two
people at least one of which is, with regard to tue subject matter
tauzht, ahead of the other. Now to be ahead is here simply an ex-~
pression for the teacher's pre-acqualntance with the matter. Five
nminutes earlier than his student, he must have come to lmow L1t &l
least. Whereas in all other cases, the difference between old and

young may be glossed over or forgotten, ln teaching, this discrepancy
is mace the cornerstone of the whole process. Here, a difference in
time is necessary to make the flow of experience possible.

Teaching is based on a succession in time, willy nilly. And the
reason way the teacher should give his time to a young brat and way
the young should place his faith In an old ass, remain to be explained.

Augustine does exactly this. He sees that a soclal itinerary must
link together the young and the old, the primitive and the educated.

Indeed, in teacning, the social system reveals 1tsell to be
based on a harmony of innumerable times. People of different age zre
made to coexlst. But different age also means different ldeas, Cll-
ferent interest, different outlook, different taste, different ce-
llefs. And yet teaching? Yet a flow of light from the reprssent
of one time to the representative of another? This is not an &ace
cuestion. How many parents actually did say, during o“e last cec
that the times are so different that we can teach ;it le to our cnil-
dren?

Yet, as long as anything is taught, the collision betwocn verli-
cus times and their different truths is considered to be suzerable.
Tne relative character of all differences 1 time-urut 1S is tnerelore
the basis of all teaching. But this means that all maxes
Gefinitewassunptions about our relation to time and sub e“s on in i%t.

And this is indeed true.

coworlers
G pupili exi
s
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by B not conuem

wnich one i1s embodled by the teacher,

cerning, in teaching, in education, the =

sing both together in a third time. This ©
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Now, ‘T cannot find that anyone except Augustine has pondered over
s situation. I have looked up, for the purpose of verifying this
nosition, a long list of books on ethics, medieval and modern. lNo-
re d1d I f£ind that they saw a problem of the first order in the

e abyss between teacher and pupll. Here, the darkest dlvisicn of
stares us in the face. And our handbooks on ethics deal with
s end property and crime and labour and government. Education
as an appendix, with all the optimlistic colours of the esasiest
f the ethical system. And the teacher in us 1s mentioned no-

e, with his rights.
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Augustine saw that all our troubles spring from the educational
. Por, to him, we small men are expected to form together one

at men through the ages. From Adam to the end of times, man 1s
The ages dle. The generations dle; the individual passes

rouzh at 1east seven ages during his littlo life. And yet the
rit'u bloodstream survives every one age. ror thls grandiose task
different times and ages of man must be made co=-exlstent although
rv one of them only lasts a short time. Augustlne says 1in De
b
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- ad Menichaeos I, 43, 'The age of the mature man corresponcds to
ftn day of c¢reation when fishes and birds are created. Hence,
an must teach, pervading the air like a bird, with the winged
of celestial teaching. And he breaks through the waves

a whale, with the power of contempt. His students, on the ot ke
> and thelr aetas, compare to the second and third day of crea-
For, whereas as infants, they are bathing in the undivided
light of the first day, the boy and girl begin to recmember and to dis-
tﬂnguisw. And the very {irst distinction is between heaven and earin,
high and low, carnal and Spiritual. In this way, the ages may 1mltate
\ eternity by thelr co-existence.
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It is, therefore, in line with St. Augustine to put the pro
of teaching In tho centre of all soclology. This is the only imp
\ tant distinction between a christian sociology that is based on €
wo;d, and a naturalistic soclology. Usually, pecple derive the au-
thority of a teacher merely from his expert knowledge. Wnen we C
this~u“u St. Thomas does 1t—we fall into the abyss of depar,Ae“t
sation. When people deduce the right to teach from the 'State,’
fall into the abyss of propaganda and lying. It is only when tec
is based on no other, external or loglcal, process outsiae luSc-;,
when education ls recognized as an original and irreducibie s;uu@
between two souls that we escape the hell of -, isms, of incuisiz
ancd propazanda. We all need an answer to the simple guestion: Iiow
can people who arc not contemporarics live together successiully?
ind 5ufu5tine’ answer 1s: They succeed 1f txay admit that they form

a successlon, 1f they affirm their quality of belonging to different
. times. If thne time difference 1s admitted, they may bulld a bricgs
©acroc: the times, in correspondling acts. DBy these acts, that which is
callcd Ythe present," is produced. The present, is not a given da

w o bl i tur et ordinantur aster _tantia. ©C
T el res A8ros&a successlone guasl carn rsitactis &
{7he tTimes are manufactured and ordained tate eterni
o106 OF thie timeés DY numerous succss ise themselv
varts of the song of the whole.) Ds Mus Patrologla

latina,; COpera Avgustini I, 1179.
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of natu»e but a fruilt of socilal efforts.

The teacher's unrelated lifetime before he acts the veacha and
<he studentts unrelated lifetime before he becomes tnls teachsr
student know of no present except as the razor blade betwsen oaot and
nresent. When the two converse, the man A by acting the teacher, con-
cedes thet he represents the past, and the man B by acting the utuc nt
voilunteers to represent the future, between them. And by taking Lpon
themselves these two roles, a present emerges which stands above the
past and the future as thelr common ground.

Analysis of the Text

In two chapters, we have dealt with the slituation of the dia~
logue between Augustine and Adeocdatus, and with the problems of time
ané education wnich i1t ralses and against which 1t should be y&yteu.

Wwe now proceed to an analysls of the text.

The text consists of fourteen chapters. We shall sum them up,
one alter the other.

1. By speech, albelt prayer, song, or teaching proper, we cause the

v
very things to come into the mind of which the words are signs.

2. In commenting on poetry, we are expounding words with words, signs
well known by signs equally well known.

3. In as far as man asks questions by means of words, he usually must
put up with words as his reply. He may, however, get his answer
through other signs or gestures, or the act Itself may be per-

Tormed.
L. a4 sign may polint to tbinbs or to other si~ns. The word 'noun' or
'conjunction' points to signs; horse and river point to realitles.

5. Bvery sign 1s both: sign and meaningful. Words are signs
gard to the ear, and meaningful nouns with regards to th
Any word (for instance: 'if,' ‘'because!') can be used &as %
of a sentence, l.e. as a noun.

5. Some signs signify themselves like the word “"word." Others are
rcclwrocel like vocabula and nomina. Some signs are synonymous.

words from different languages differ acoustically only.

7. Alcocdstus sums up:; All spsech iIs teacning.

Signs nsed not be werds.

Acts may be shown without a sign.
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¢lf sees these points clearer now guam cum ¢&

0 ac disQerc do de nescio gulbus latebris am DO eruersnus.
;r; by questloning and arguing we both were drawing thenm
17 unknown obscurity; Leckie: we unearthed them from un-
{nown n-aing places.)
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The goal of this discussion 1s difficult to explain. Adeodatus
may either consider thls to be a game or expect some small result
or he may become Ilmpatlent because he 1s hoping for & blg result.
Augustine althourh playing 1s not aiming at a toy thing: "On the
other h&rd, it may seem rather ridiculous when I pretend that it
is come blessed and eternal life to which I wish to be led with
you here under the guldance of God, and that 1s to say, ol truth,

nanely by some steps that wlll be approprlate to our poor gait.
For, I nave entered upon thls highroad not by studylng the objects
that we signify, but thelr signs only. Yet, this prelucdse exerclises
the very energles by which the warmth and light of the region of
the blessed life may be not just forborn but truly loved.!

The two syllables ho-mo may mezan a real being, or these two
nonetic fragments. Generally, the presumptlon is in lavour of
the reality of which the word is a sign. When we ask about the
word as a word only, we should qualify our guestion. It is
legitimate to answer an unqualified question as though the real
thing was the object of the question. Sophists are atusing this
r$5:“ ous attitude.
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d sign may be equally or more valuable than the reality sizgnl
But our cognition of the sign 1s less precicus than our coanl
of the reality signified. Examples are "rilth" and "vice."

The asswumption in chapter III and VII that certain acts lilke wallk-
ing are self-explaining, 1s refuted. Result: Nothing is taught

without symbols. Adeodatus feels uneasy. Augustine, in fact,
twrns the tables now and shows that everything under the sun may
teach us without the use of signs. We even understand new words
only when we see the object which they signify.

70 give the raximum of eredit to words, words challeng
seek reality." We may and shall believe words. Unda

nowgver, should follow as f{requently as possible
Ing is not produced by words. It is not even ach
aker although his words may challenge us. Ta
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cltur quantun capere propter propriam sive
untatem potest. (Leckle: there 1is revealed
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he can apprehend through his will according as it is more
or less perfect. Tourscher: It 1s opened out so far to
s cach one 1s capable to grasp by reason o a good or &
life.) See our criticism on pags 17.
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tell that I saw a flying man, willl answery 'I don't belleve

‘n the same way, he will deny the spiritual truth which he
0t it to know."™ Any auditor will elither accept on faith, or
, or consent by his own spontaneous testimoay. In no case,
will he have learned, properly speaking.
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The listener 1s the speaker's judge, or at 7uast, he is jucging
his spesch. The speaker may quote texts in an attempt to relute
then, and the listener still may approve of thls very cuotation.
Sometimes, it is true, we succeed 1n spealking our mincz. How-
BVEr, We are talnea to by as many 1lying people as by truthful men.
Besides, by inattentive talking, slips of the ton"*e, ete., an
nuwnlder orl qu elu and misunderstandings may be¢ procuced.

Novody sends nis children to school to let them think the teacher'
ideas. They ought to get the objective knowledge. This they only
TEarn by spontaneous conslderation inside themselves. That we
nould call the man who speaks to us, ‘magister,' springs Irom
ﬁb fact that no time seems to intervene between the momsnt of

2s speaking and the moment of our cognitlon. Bescause thls time
slement is ovorWOOKed, the students think that what they learn

rcm the interior truth, has been learned from the external ad-
o

nisher.

The general usefulness of words wnhich, well considered. is not

ii, we snall investigate elsewnerc. Here, however, I wish to
restrict their importance. I only have admonished you. We shoul
not only bellieve but also understand why it is worlitlen with divin
zuthority that nobody is our master on earth since ons master is
in heaven. NMatthew XXIII, 8: "but be not ye called Rabbi; for on
is your master, even Christ; and all ye arc brethren. 9. And
call no man your father upon the earth; for onc is your father
which is in heaven. 10. Neilther be ys called masters: for one is
your master, even Christ."

With all my questions, with all your answers, you nhave noct
iearned from me. Confirm me, Adeodatus. And Acgodatus alfirms:

lords from outside are admenition He only teaches thac

cwells Inside. And I have experienced this during your <all
wnlch I have enjoyed. All doubts were dissolved by the inner

“oraculum."

M

Some Clscarded digressions in De Magistro:

Ch.s™ I. wWhat 1s the intention and valuc of music?
II. “\othing" is a difficult problem

IZI. The words of prayer are not the esscnce
they have their proper social functlo
V. ZU remalns unsolved how & term fex

defined.
IX. 4 thing that
to that objecct,
the opposite v;en.
XIV. Tne positive userfulness of woréds is not to
in thils dialogus.
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Reoentance for & socC

Tre diclogue deals first with the meaning of speech, and tnen
witn the origin of truth for the boy who 1s spoken to. The dilalogue
takes place tetween father and son after thcy have left Italy and wish
o establish themselves as baptised Chrlstlans in Africa agaln. As &
dialogue, it still preserves the technlgue ol that academlc 1ife that
sugustine and his friends, including the son, had led together in
Italy. ©On the other nund this is the only piece in which Iather and
son are on thelr own resourcés, without anybody elsc. The instinctive
1oyslty to the form of production that the life in Italy rad asked for,
is obvious; on the other hand, the death of Adeodatus left this dis=-
logue s 2 mere fragment. Augustine's life in A ‘rica soon followed a
new pattern, of public and ecclesiasbical che ter. Thus, the De
Magistro i1s the obltuary of a boy wno must have been full of 1ife and
wit. And the boy no longer was & boy. He was seventeen; at that very
ags, augustine “*MSclI had btegotten Adeodatus! Adeodatus l¢ on the
verge of independence and maturity.

At the end of the last chapter, Augustine hints st the situa-
tion in winlich the dialogue 1s written. It is meant to e the fore-
runner of more to come. The intervening death of Adeodatus has Xept
from us the sequence of De Magistro. And what does Augustine »lan as
2 seguence? This 1Is very important to know when we wish to interpret
that what we have and what 1s a fragment only of what ws would have
without the loss of the son. For, if Augustine announces what ne 1is
going to do later, we may be sure that he Goes not H“in“ TO neave
given us this same thing In De Maeglstro. And this indeed ls the case.
Augustine promiscs to write on the usefulness of words "walch when
rightly considered 1s not small.® The De Mazlstro shows how the use
of words should be "rightly" considered, without being Itsell tne

rositive treatment of thls usage. The De Magistro is not concerned
with the positive teaching of grammsar, speech, etc. as the modern
~

significationists would li“e to flnd. "Y"Foundations" zre laid. cday,
th uge of the word "foundations" is handled so loosgly that the mean-
ing of tiis word is forgotten. Mr. Leckle thinks that the Iirst chap-
ters of De Maglstro contain Augustine's final ideas on the sudject.
The wnhole dialogue, however, moves away from these introductory crapd=-
ters. 4nd any "foundation" has to do so. Why 1s that so? Founda-
tions wish to get eway from a surfcce that is unadle to corry a
o (o Wc go against the surface and away Irom the suriace not oy
) o a *ysc“aper, but by excavating ths ground when we lay
a ons.
the Liberal Arts community, in the situation existing deiwsen
end Adeodatus, betwesn any teacher and any student, there 1s
srée I1s abuse. The foundatlon must be lald anew for the re-
ne scnool. ZEverything will scund in the retorn sciool ail-
rom what it now scems to be In the umreglinerated school.
the grammat;c&” and rretorical arzuments in the Iirst part
C oniy s Durnose of desceriding the procsssss In
atcc env ¢ witnout passing eny Judgment on tnsir
The purely AQesceriptive cnaracter ol tiie first poert of
s a specimen ol what peonile usc ©o talk in schools re-
k from the Platonic pattern. It Is not imitative of &




Platon logue. & scclal end scholastlic atlion 1s cdeccrlibod and
enacte tnat it may do repentance and be ed upon new ounda-
tions. first half might bde compared to ham's attemnt ol sac-
riflcing ac. We are told this because at the end, Lbrahzm instcad
sacrifices nis own will. In the same way, the flrst hall L1s narrated
by Augustine so that 1t may be Jettisonsd in the second! The cialogue
Is a blogranaical event in the life of the two partnsrs. Thought 1s
nolitical; this dialogue does not dwell in the realm of thoory; it Is
an act within the practical 1life of Augustine and Adsodatus. Guition
haos some very ocautlful remarks on this difference between Creex and
Christien thoughts he says (Le Temps et L'Zternitdé chez Plotin ¢t
Soint Augustin, Paris 1933, p. 389), "The unsurmountable abyss between
Greck and Charistian thought L1s the Christian rehabilitation of the
vnicue and temporal event. The moral order 1s genecral and abstract
to every philosopnical or Greéek mind. In Christianity the time of
gvery humen existance recelves a superior quality in its smalliest
frozments. One of these smallest fragrents 1s the hour betwecen 8
and 9 in which I am wrlting this essay or the classroom lecture in
which logzic is taught. 3y the CGreek mind, or as we call this mental-
ity todey not guite as sharply, by the scacdemic mindg, this fact is
lgnored, & lecture was thought to be a theoretical displsy of thocught.
Fence, it would ssem that in the classroom, the events, the Llceas,
the people that the teacher mentions enter into a merely Platonic
realm of idess. In imitating the ancients, the classroom, the teacher
end the students felgn to have timeless minds. On these minds, the
events, people, idees mentioned in class leave an imprint, as & movie
dogs on our imagination, with the movlie moving and ourselves cittlng
urmoved. In the dialogue De Maglstro, this academic atmosphere and
Cisposuilon disanpesar. Here, we have no ciflerence between theory
and practice. Augustine and Adeocdatus thini out tmelr sslvatlion as
chapter 8 clearly says. The dlalogue 1s not academic b‘+ biocgraphi-
cal for both. It 1s a social struggle.

The whole dlalogus and especially the break in chapter €
wnundcrstandable as long as we think in academic terms of ¢ di
betwecen theory and practice. However, a duaslism 1is here too;
vOOA is obviously made up out of two parts. Only, this is ano
duallcom, the only duallsm admitted by a Christian community.

v“e dualism between play and seriousness. This dualism is at
bottom ¢l the dialogue, and Augusitine says so himsell. We nev
"academic." but we alternate beotween play and struggle.
ne non-commitia ( firite partv civides
the the mldole stenaries of chapters.
out whole consist n, Adecdatus suzs
uzs he first six ci e do when we
SLG
idees of this guesztion & and Lelt uwn-
7 are llsted &tv tne o s unlinlsned Ciw
The Tather has fresly ce In some céscesi
nas veen as olten rill gy 2s whs rather
inst the son. Thoy =ac g> ol jokes. For
n Ziscussing the word scover that It Is
sport for sophisms © I3 alternatively
word "anothing," or pt "nothing."




cives up after & while, jokingly: Come on lest "Nothing" us

s flrst parc ls remarizoble for its zood humour and 1ts
. nd no wonde For, we learn in chavter & +Pt: this
y 2 o prelucde, and an exercise onlv. Ana TO prove clhat he
7 S Wi e says, all the dearly bought results of part One are re-
futed or given un in part Two. AT the end, we CO rot know what Ls
true in thls respect; and what is more, we G0 not care. What has hoap-
pened?  Augusting says explicitly that he wishes to Zgad botnh into &
quast the zood and blessed 1ife; howsver, ne hts taken Ln unusual
start. stly, waen a moral issus 1is involved, we plunge cirectly in-
to the material problem involved. Instead, this time, une conversa-
tion Degins with a reflection on the means of cdiscussion, of spesech
and the signs used in speech. These very signs may de taken too seri-
ously. And that is why Augustine wanted them to be shown up in thelr
rslative importance. Tne first halfl of the dialogue plays wlth the
unimportant; the second is seriously concent at+ﬂg on the essence.
Some of the modern Lugustinlans will dislike the 1cea ol disw
missing & psrt of the dlscusslon as less important. To the lozlclans,
& Gifference in importance is a forelgn icea. They are serious all
the time; and so they become ponderous. I suggest that just this nas
happened to Mr. Leckie. The conditlons of play and work areg ncarly
unimown today o the philosopher.®™ Yet, it Is a ract that pesodle who
live together must play and work together, both. We play togetner in
our state of innocence. We must work together for our sins. 75 years
230, Herace Bushnell wrote an e:Say on olay and worik in wnlch ne salad
that play was the normal thing, and work should be 1ifted up to tre
level of play. 4And the church holds that the litwrgy is a play of
buﬁan_ty in the Tace of thelr PFPather. In Heaven and so Ier &3 we are
in neaven, we play; on earth, and in so far as we nmust work out our
salvcolion, we struggle. The dualism that divicdes uman activities,
is the dualism between play and strugzgzle. The difference btetwesn
theory and practice is a fallacy. Thought is struggle as nuch as eny
other doing. OF course when we compare lelsurely thouzat, Irresponsli-
2le tallk on one side, and responsible labour and toil cn the othsr,
the Clvision bestween mere thiory and realistic practice is very temdu-
ing. We¢ are nmisted by the fact that in this case the act of woug‘nt
s a play, the act of our hands is serious. Serious thougnt and wil-
ful practice would bs divided the other way round: the proctice of the
player is quite irresponsidvle, purely “theorctical," the thougnt of
the doctor who tries a diagnosis, is strictly rccponsible, hénce the
most »¢2l practice. Let us replace the futile cdivision: theory versus
practice, by the realistic: play versus struggle.
in allowing Adeodatus first to play with nim, isugustine prenares
e full Na-“th and light of that reglon where the blesssl _ile is
day wacn we work with one 1ind of people zand play wiin
ur besc thougats remaln our priveate sroperty. Wiy nhas
today & private rvli;;on aly? Sicauss we cannot Iind the
ther wnen we Co not play togzether. For that reason, we Iind
1 togsther; most truth thaet we Find remalns our privete
& dilalogus Liscelif, in 113 metnod, 15 & specimen of now
¥ Seo wy Sozlioiogie 1925 on these two points.
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peopnLice Ay Iind Thg Truca Togeiner.

stine isg &ble vo 11t Ldscodatus Irom one
T r. This shift of lgvel is the rcal goal of
io ple think ol teaching merely as the instruc-
h in level is overlocked or cven
teac scy that we move on one and the same lc
lact . tris 1s not frue 1s proved by the simpl
they n ip c¢racking a joke once in a wnile. i
lyse the pact of this one little fact they would
cational stery which s that man meets his folliow
meets hinm cn Cifferent levels. Tils 1s not a logi
it is nov & psychological proposition. It is a so
phenomsnons  And this is fugustine’s prodlem all th
tro. Ths ztulent plavs, the teacher strussles with
The studsnt Ls Taced by & cuestion in the ¢iasgsroo
ras not yet become personal. For, we anticipate 1ile's
goling to scnool and by learning from others. Eence, the
learrned even by the best and most cager student, arc race a
and ¢this gives the student an attitude towsrls theso ques &8
though he might toy with them. He, every adolescent, pla cnn lcdeas.
Ls a Pricnd of mine said to me: "Never teke a man up on ne has
before he was thirty." Hence, the play sltusilon &ore=-
sented by the student. The teacher, 1t nced hardly be sa s the
more entltled to the Tunction of teaching, the more he ha stled
with the guestion 1n dead earnest. FHe may not siruggle a: r but
D

at one time, he zmust have struggled with the truth hs is
pound.
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Zut this is not the whole zrocess ¢l toachinz. *
o8 mace aware that the teacher 1s in earngst ond T
ay, will have to be in earnest. Trne transliormelr o
Girection, toc. Tae pla y uds must bg ste
ress. 1IN thc same manner the teacher shl
larne tTo the studentts Lev vdent will nave
rnoand aloof esttifud ness anc enthus
£o two acts. One, cognize and res
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