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Charge by Dr. Lugen
Roy, our rcverend and Leloved senior, Dre
Ambrose Vernon, could he be Lore, would load his
charze with the authority of a saccessful aine-
istry: 1 an going to ancak Lo yo»u as onc soldier

to m other,

e cclebrato today, we are shalkten by subline
cuotions, we are clated. Iowever, if an ordine-
ation wore Just a dar in dulcl jubllo oussidce thls
rocl world of fear and war, thoe church ilight seem
to waste hor cuthority ol you as ancther hariless
and nice lhunen being., Your wministry, for all this

glorious cercumony, might sti1ll end in childishness.

And if, on the otler hand, this ordination
consisted only Iin a routine weckday Lusinsss of
an vxanination after a nuubor of lawful stoips, de
gailn, thore would be danger. Ths Church thon might
8901a tolsell Ser grace o a wen for his worg wiihe
out grace, .nd your »ilnistry would be rulaed by
sterility,

,

Obviously, your oriliation 18 & unliy ol week

day and holiday, and on this weskoend, thers is

nelther lerality nor werswss Hallelujah,aihrh&L.

But sterility and childishness are the »:r=
7

petual dangers of the uinistry.
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alleys into which you were led. ﬁgainst these
twvo sins, original sins of man under the pressure
of the spirit, you fought your first battles.

I an standing kore us tueir witness, and now 1

charge you to win the whole war.

You camrte to imow the Church radically in 1ts
two aspocts, as institution and as surprisc, as
memory and as orouise, ac law and as wmlraclc. And
you camo to know thal cither once withiout the other

lcads to hell.

Roy, if you wish fo win the war, becore an
oxpert of the two oncnrleg of the Church, childisimncss
and storility, the two enciiles of your own life.

Inow the enony, honor your {irst defcats and vie-
tories and cultivate tlic habit of conquest, by

facing the danger for thie whole Church squarcely.

You have special reason for thls in the fact
that you may not have a regular parish for quite
a long time to come., Tho woalth of differont peo-
ple, rich and poor, old and young, .:en and wouen,
claver and stupid, would malie you wise quickly.
They would hold before you like a book, the var=
ious scasons of the human hcart, as it imoveos under

law and crace, Ilnstitutionalized and on fire.

As 1t 1s now, you hope for a war ministry,



outside a congrecaution., Your sailors may sce a

younyg cheplain enter the tiput-knit fellowahip
aboard shlip. You nay exnect thom to foel that

they have gore of tlwe snirlit of fallowship in

the Jace of peril and death than you dos You

will be the novico; and they the vetermns. lience,
you will feel temphed to met as tholr cook and
churlty lady, mldwife and instructor, clerce and
messenger, Joe=betwoen and handy wene. You will

feel terptod to becoue cheap. It would be a case
similar to the famous onc of which the grceatest
historian of tie Chwreh wretc; 1t seeuwed as thouch
Christ had fallesn aslsep on his ship. It 1g $rus,
you will aobt e the conly soul cn deerd silp who
keep Al lve the miraculous sense for tha unity of all
tlmess Otners, on Lhe soeven sees of salt water,
and I know one or two mysolf, make thie ocom of
etornity pulsate In the velns of their comrades)

vi thout e chaplain's dress., llowover, slthough you
ars not the only man In the crew to Jlerily CGod,

o

you axra rospernsiblie Tor these neive zouls whe look

D

! Tor the man in your office bocumse i1e7 Lelicve that

\ God cannot leave thoux without witness »f hls eternity.

Theso good usriners do not wich to La pammored,
They do nmot squars your officc with information
pleace, currsnt evant, problewms of spelling and
bhow to meke a will, A1L thils ls important.e Duat,

frou wuwy own oxporlence, I cun assure you tiat nothing




- 1g more exasperating for men at tho front as

Fourth of July Spoeches with a rcligious vencer.

Tho groater the dangor, the purer the gospelgﬂLmLQJ wﬂkyﬁ'

They want you to tcstify to Codl's icts from the
berinning of the world to the ond of the world so
that thelr day wight shine as one star in the gale
exy of Godl!s days with man. You rmst know of this
calaxy and the nanes ofﬁld wust not remain dead

in your memory. You rmust study, and study hard

so that the miracles and testluionies of old nay
reach your nen through you. Do not quote a saint!s
or Josus'! own word. Proach their llves. Iut to do

80, you rmst come to know them at close quartors,

God's {althifuinoess to Lan made you a witnoss
yourself. Eis faith appeared to you in two forns,
It shaped your existonce; 1t bocawe the essonce of
your hopes. God in your exlstence and God as your
essence, both, 1muat not be liept apart. ' They should
become unltea better and botter until they becoe a
rolling stream. You oxisted, for cverything you
cver wore, as the frult of a Christion cnvironnment.

You grew up in a ministert's howe, went to college

»hore whoro the arl of Dartmouth once hoped to »ro=-

parate the Cospel, and you were teught theology,
in Divinity Schools.

Your cnvironment is a perfect Christimms Carol.

You roceived Christianity as a Christwuas present from



everybedy and cverything around you. The Child
adriircs and bolieves the Christmas miraclo,
Christianity bagins, as Christmes, in the Child.
But if it stays o family affair, it goes wrong.
Christianlty 18 nevor famlliar, O son of a minister;
Christianity is never worldly, O product of a
Christian world; Christianity is never theology, O

craduate of a Divinity School,

The family is familiar to the chlld. But

no rarriage is nossille without the fear of the

"; “ LY - .
Lord, Ih somgthing unfeniliery AEAHLOEALeChe #""{
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The world 1s cnlirntened Ly the truth; but this
truth nmust be found in the lonelincss of your
search, in abysses outside tiils so called Christian
world. Thoology cxplalns everything in the Clhurch;

but Charity alono can do anything in the Church.

S0, 1n this Christuas ¢ift of your baclground,
a mental challonge loous. Do not succumb to the
brain corrosion of your gcneration who, having ro-
celved too many gifts, no longer listen in fear, no
longer penotrate towards the truth, no longer rospect

the relation between the inheritence from Cod, the

search for new truth, and agape, their oneness in love,

Do not destroy the triple light which i1llurminates the

law and tho institutions of Christendon. Renain a stu=



dents becoue a studont of the law and spcak of the
Law of the Lord duy and night bocouse you were
plantecd, in your youth, at the waters ol the Law's

J rivers.

You will succurd to the fads and fallacies of
tho physiclsts and the physiclans, of the meilfists or
the nationalists, of >olitics or of litorature, in
the days to come, unless you resuscltate in your
mind the spirit wileh luspired the :inlstry, the

Bible, the congroration, through the ages.

If you throw awsy this anchor of mentsl dis-
ciplino which dally rcstores Christ as the center of
history, you noced nof cilbark on your chaplainship.
In tho Navy, they have ull tho snchors they nsed,

thonzelves, cxcent thls one.

. . On the other hand, you have ltasted thg 536nce
of life cvorlasting., Vhen the law; in the slums of
Chicago, nearly crushed you, when the power to pjreach
others into the Churci was on the vanishing noint,

your cry was lLeard and you were encompassad by the

pa—

Church as by a new wowb, Lilracles happened, boys

‘ beggme zeraons. It was glven to you as it 1s to few
people to breathe the rhythnm of a 1lifs niore soworful
than any indivicdual's, to rocognize the liagnelia Deli
from the books of old in God's present day power over

human hearte. You saw with your owh oyes what pente-




cost means, and the Iloly Chost ceased to be a mere

“ quotation and {ell upon nany as a new symphony of

pralse in all tongfues., And therce wac nelther Greek
nor Jew but all one, in Christ. 4ind they becans of

one hcart anc once soul,

Lvery day scened Sunday, with the grittle cakos

of new miraclose.

This was the essential exporience which rave
you nower. It 1s one of the safeat titles to your
ordination. & congregation frow upon you in the flesh
%‘%u, a congresation without o minister, before
vou were ordained as a uinister witliout a congregatlion.

You may hope that in tines to come, the falth of a con-

grogation will talit apain through you,

Lven 80, this esscntial experionce was lopsided.
Tssences are not meant to stay undilutod. Sdctarianism
18 not the Spirit of God. . enteccst, to say this once
more, did hapoen and does happen. But then, the
apostles had to disncrse, The ldea that childroen can
stay all their lives arourd the Christmas tr.e is not
nmore 4ipossible than the cream that pontocost mease
engorfcan stay around the fire. The enthusiasm of
Pentccost and the miracle at Clhiristmas both can be

wastod and nceed not load snywherc. <They are oclements
6 the incarnationg Mz) -
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The knoqhgf nlstory is tied thwough laster alones
When you sunlk into the depth of empitinesg because
yeur cxistence pgave out, whon you sank into ths depth
of' dospeir because the enthusiasm fled, you tasted
death. You were ocxposed to the dying of your cer-
teinties cutside in the deterring slums of Chicago.
And you eried out for a uirecle and the law rave way
to grace. You werc exposed to the dying of your
certainties inside of you, on the luring iills of
VYermont, The dreams which you had built around the
uiracle, collapsed, and the statoe of grace was transe-
formed into the revelation of the ncw law for your own
life, .4nd in this way, the old law und the new grace
were asxpronriated Ly wou under the Cross. The Cross
onons the law to gracc, and wraps the mlracle into

L™,
its own, fawv.

/

A 'rolling strcam of fruitful seriousness unifies
oxistenco and osscnce viion a man Huts Lastor between
existence and essence~--eltiler crying out arainst
the law, or bhending to the incarnation of new law,
Since you tasted of this stromm, you will Le able to
docipher the mysterics of rentecost, Chiristmas, Lastor.
Thé Cross 1s the power that slants a wman in tho
rldst of hls congreogation, for in the Cross, the

tradition and the frecedom »f the children of God mcet.

i'editate on this mysterious trinity, live 1t, re-

livo it. And you will defy barrenncss anc futility,
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You will have strength to vivify liturgy and

.

crecd and institutions ol the legitiuate Church,

and to sahctify tho iiracles and testlionies of now
illegitimate 1life. .llomain open to the uiraculous
sequence of Christmas, Pentecost, iastor, in your
ovn life, whon the law melts through the cry of a
faithful scrvant into a miraclc; and the rdracles
erystallize through the Taith of a erying servant,
into a ncw law,. This, I think is what Cotton liather
called in his lLanuductio ad ialnistorium 1726: to

gospellize the cormands,.

Go, gpospellize the Law, in you heart open to the
uystories of Christmas, Pentecost, hastor, obedlent
to the i"ather, open to the Spirit, and united to the

Son, a3 1t was in thoe Woglnning, now is, and cver

shall be, world without end.




