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Geology da§enda on impregsions made by floods,eaathquukes,
-volcanoss, on tae surfuc: of tie eartis 4nd an impression is
something what to a certain axﬁ§nt gow3 velow tae surfacwu.

Piaysics and chemi.try dé@gﬁaizn similar 3r00esses. imaressiona
chahge toe qurface and enable us to ruduce the surface phenomens .
to da»per relations.

In medicine, a serum or antidots becoaes of inturest wuén iz
loaves & real impressioa in the living orguniasm.

Trus’sciéHCe of natuéh bases’itﬁelf on more Or iuss violynt
liazressions made on stones, metall, scuisa, tnatmoaﬁats, uman

vodiea, Any specific_kind of impresaion hus found expression in a

sprcific science, from geology to biuvlogy. :ind no scientific fact
may vg verified statistlically or watiematically or rativnally

, ?
Lefore it bhas made an lisizriioke impression.
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If we could xnoybn waat element in. the universs a. social
" v

fact must nave made an imprussion before it can become a scientific'

fact e mig ut De Hulu Lo organize thu various gocial sciencus -

a"buad tAV various 1mpre3sions.‘
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kldB “social imp“essions are not m;de onl tiae Lody.
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y “
ag”ident tiae brokXen leg is a ph@lc¢l fact - and & azdizul problems

\

EQ% social fact is w fact bccauSu e ufc.inprzSSad, mind and soul.

An’ impres si@ﬁ mad: on‘us is the mo}u profound vaw 1more it .
cuunées our mental processes, our moral appetites, our soclial abits.
Tais it can{énly déﬁwnen it -tarows our mind out of gear teméorarily.;

- Objectivation -is recovered shailibrium after a shocks Objucﬁivation'iéf
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impossible without the intervening shock.

A scientlst who would iry to obserVe a social fact befora uis mind
WaS«oVerWdelmed by it %%%E;)\would simply depend on otaer: psoplu 8
first . hand impressions. MOst people live that way._ In<ouc,social

, studies, we aay sometimes realize taatl our students are V1olently
" impressed. But'we try to saorten their reaatlon, andvblunt it instedd

of 1etting it reaci its optimum of violence. A puySLGian who‘would never

allow his new drug to groduca a feVar, a pnysluist wao from dread of

en electrical shock woald never throw(égigi}ae electrlc sw1tca wnlcn
naxes the connvctlon, We should call cowarda. Our studcnts do not
burst into. tears, tiey do not lle sleeplesa over tine future of thls
country, tuey_ara nok left spuuec alesa before a real or artlstic
tra;cdy. Instaad,wa - Lteacil them creat1Va erulng, We feed tnem before

. et
Ty are hungry, we 8satisfy them when tnev ara\ggtﬂlng ban Justv

curlous;w41ca is an attituda peculiarly unfit for the ;mparting of
social tunought. TFor tnought on soc1ety dawns on uss when We haVe
Deen in the dark for qulte u waile and suffered from it; tuia }j:“

“dawning"’ is(ﬁjgd\a§expression\becauSB 1t deDlCtS the problem>of ,(

3

timing -in the disclosura of any truth about man . %o man. ;1'

»
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,Objectivity is tne result of a cooling off process afner Wu ‘have ‘

T been not. As hot as the water mu;eg Vie mcasurqd wzth tae thermomater,
\ . .
kY

q%gukas hot as tie star whose light we computed, as hot as tae Yolcano
F . .

it \k ! b ‘ [} ] I3 ) A B ' ) 1,
%% “which the seismog-aph registered, Our impression is thut wialech
[ 2 ' ) ’ . :
whidcounts as:tq§ underlying ‘fact; and no impression can be made on us

f
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yx}f without our gétting ot undsr The, collar.
o

: / Subjected to terror,;crises, unemployment, war, anarcn E; _'! .
i Thaemass, (\JS"ic, et b e
barrenness, the student and teacher must fee%/T\_- ( ). before’

taey can pra;end To aim at scientific JudgmengA-And'iﬁ'hiﬁtétyg’éi'
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tiley must respect other people s Joys and sorrows and suspense as

tal@ng their own place (?) Dbefore any culturcl cuangp or political
A_uu,

decision of tue past(§ﬁoﬁrm e called important.

’

The teacher and tie student of a social fact or taought must ,
obsurve togetaer Tile phaSes of tae impre331on made by soclal reality

on themsequs. And they must realize the chiange wnich overtakes their

mindé<in this process. They must see themselves thrown intc a common
social experiunpe‘in & tumultuary fashion, with tiae resulting confusion
and withogt ahy anticipation of'formulation, and then 'emérgu oui of it
slowly so that they may observe tihe process of becoming voéal‘about the

gexperience. And they become vocal by conversing about it witih eaci

'

otherythat is, inside the group :alca ma&gathe experience first,\
O SN

and only'much later are they able to communicate it to tiird parties.
In other words, articulation passes through the two very different

rh ] C X
pnases of memberehip conVcrsation and membership tradition before it.

can e communlcated ta’ out31ders, obJect1Vely.,Thesa tarce 8Teps are:

nearly always confusad today. . : e . T s
e ' g’

ot 'Pwﬂl'd
Most. go=-called exguriences mﬁd€-by modcrn man are no soclal
cXperiences;because they only change hls sense memaries but'not.h133‘
mental catugocies. The individual nearly always tucks away .. even-
radically new expericnOes under  the old cnapter neadings and prefers
/La (o™ 'l'dv‘-& T‘) (m"g
to do violence to his "experience" instead of-changiug nis language
and organs of. perception. The reason is that the group membersaip
conversation about an experience is\hostly tgo difficult for ome indivi-
dual to carry on within nimself. Sooial eXperiences vecoms articulate
By A ‘ . . .
more eagily tarough the conversing of members of an experiencing

ETOUDe



< Thesa. processes of r’i\r.z.ng etpres ion to>c ﬁmdn

inside the-_studunt or thc study group themselves bufore an

facts,actually will makc sens
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The most central social facts WIll be shelved by Q:ED,in tae museum
/\ m.)-q'c'—-—a“

5
fucts iﬁ their memories but for that métter they siill.ﬁeloné to“.
the realm of mers nature and have not yct reached tae status of a 9001Ml
.thougat or fact insgide the student. ' »b '

.I.venture to suggest taat an eétiﬁate beﬁmade how;ﬁgéhﬁof‘£ﬁé
soclal facts we teach ars natural facts to the student 1nstuad of
social facts. A natural fact is a fact wiich has neVar bean realiZed
as laving been once impuratiVe and cruclal}to wit at tne time when §
it dld not exigt and héd to be callaed into existence, and as having
been onca 1n pari%ﬁe£% téh;Zme fortn at all. e do- noL tramble ;"
about nature 8 course. But We oannot haVe any in51ghm 1nto any sooial
thought if. we do not idantify ourselVas With;ths 31tuation w1ich
ex1stad before toe eVent, during tnu aVent, and after the eVant,'uk
in the heaats dnd minds of the paoplu to whom it fell ta liVu
tarouga it. - ’

Ve must create methods, then, it‘ﬁoﬁld seem, by whioh étudapts
néy learn'to culti%afe taeir own aitaohmunts.to‘a fututer;véng. tnéir
own loyalty to 1t when in nrocess, thelr own prlda in it after. |

acalevmuntv (or dlssatisfaction aftor failure; cVen more’ instruct1Ve)

We mOVu on the level of social thought Lnstead of opinlon only

when the respeot for the necessity af tbeSe diffecent. attitudes,;.
befores. durlng* and after a dlfficult and far—reaohing social task,
has become an experienced reality in our snudents. o j

~ ) Q_,\ YIom C;\-u)'\-k. : ) : )
<« The attach&mnt whica in nature tae mauntalns, olants, animals,
7

e g ° s
Aave instead of uurselv%/} must becoma an experlunCu “to the studsnt

-
befqre e can(éfpstlmulate&hto learn how to detaca h1m351f Otherwise
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of natural nistory. It is a sad trick of prov1dcn03 tﬁat the

encyclopaedig experiences of one generation generatevin tne,next5f
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generation
'Brittanica{
Eakeé time;
wé ‘teach oﬁf

any questlon.

social debate

classes of questlons Q? utterly:distlnct dnaracfgﬁ,

e

envxronment, a mere contempo




