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The creaticn of Saint-Simen's (1760--1825) sociology, is net
a science withcut its basic presupprsitiins. Everything it is cognisant
of emerges froem the cne primary fact of suffering, All it knows first
and feremest is that men are causing one ancther teo suffer, that scme-
thing in their relaticns 1s not as it shculd be. Indeed; that is just
abrut all that it dces know, It represents a break with the arrecgance
of liberal aspiratirns, and rf liberal man who thinks to take as his
starting-print the true, the goecd and the beautiful. It avews itself
sprung frem dread of the veid and the suffering and the injustice pre-~
vailing ameng men, and taking its bearings from these and these alene,
In his great werk, the root of the whele science, Saint~-Simon ape-
stronhised the ma%hematicians of his time as fnliows: "Yeu men who
go by the facts, you algebraists and arithmeticians,; by what right
do you take first place in the army of science? The human race is can al
up in ene of the mest sericus crises since its existence began. What
are you doing te end this? What means have yeu at dispesal to restore
order in society? All the pecples of Eurcpe are at cne annther's
threats, and what are you deoing to put a peried to the carnage?
Nething,

"Not cnly that, but ycu have scught to improve on metheds of
destruction. You attend te that in every army, What are you deing
towards the cenclusien eof peace? Nethings, A knowledge of humanity is
all that could help you there, bui you only make use of the knowledge
that you must flatter the pewerful in crder te cbtain meney from them.

"Withdraw frim the fcerefront of science. Leave it te us to
bring new warmth te hearts grewn ccld under your governance, We must
draw their attenticn te these labrurs which create peace by recryganieing
society " (Qeuvres I, 1865, ps 54).

When Saint-Simon chase the way of the scciologist, with the great
catch-phrases '"the crisis of Evrope," "the sufferings of cur crn-
temperaries", "the misery of poverty", he was seeking te institute
‘a system of therapeutics for the temporal order: it still lacked, in
‘his view, what Christianity had provided for the spiritual order
(iagaa the Church) - a lawful and necessary structure, Science becrmes
the science of sinners, Christians, suffering human beings - what a
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contrast tc all pre~scciclegical science, which seems te be the

st
prercgative of the just man, the educatcd man, the wise man, the
cphical thinker, the estimable character and the ratirnal mind,

phiics

The new science is therefore, in additicn, tc develop people to
take their places beside the Church's priests and the State's lawyers,
and indeed to render these superflucus, What is new in the ncuvean
christianisnc is the new lcadership of srciety where beth the ¢ 1d
classes ©f leaders fail, They fail in the raticnal crder of the "sword"
of this werld, and thus in the institutirns of labcur and ecencmy,
marriage and educaticn,

A further important realisation to serve in the delimiting of
sociolegy is to be drawn from Saint-Simon's mental-compass: he is,
being rechonable as a scocialist, writing a "political catechism for
industrials™, and "labcur" is cne of his great sociclegical disceveries,
In c¢ther words, the problems he regards as tepical and of mest particular
immediacy are therse of medern capitalist econcmic scciety, But he dres
net fall into the error commrn among socialists and econcmists proper,
of seeking to selve all questicns affecting the state ¢f humanity on
the basis of these sccial preblems. It is rather true to say that
Christianity remains in his view the original gquantity and given truth
preserved as an issue beyond this modern werld of industry. And there
is ancther latent superpcwer existing as an unanalysable, irreducible
element in the life of the community, on which econemic scciety must
net encrrach, and that is the life of the sexes, It is a basic, original
prwer like Christianity and the working werld, When his disciple En-~
fantin seeks to transfer to the family those ecrnomic concepts well-
knewn today as slogans of sccliety in the ferm of such catchwords as
"free marriage" and "the public educaticn of all children", there is
immediate protest against this impceverishment of the basic forces of
life, In fact,Saint-Simen censiders it necessary te erect a rampart
in protection of these farces of the family and the sexes, This rampart
already went by the name which hes had to be labericusly rediscovered
today after a painful hundred years of psycho-analysts and neurclogists
- le cede de la vudeur. All the sccial effects and expressirns of modesty
were to be explered and expanded. Fer the purpeses of this survey, I
weuld enly menticn that Saint-Simen is not the slave of the lates%sncial
preblems He ¢oes net harp ¢n particular principles, or summarily trace
everything back to labcur, cr ecencmics, or Christianity. He sees the
firsthandness of varicus feorces of creaticrn, untraceable te cne ancther
“and yet presented te us as cne uniform creation, "Saint--Simon was still
:learning when he died. There is ncthing to shew that he had arrived at
his final positicn" (E.M, Butler, The Saint-Simonian Religicn in Germany,
Cambridge 1926, p, 10), It was for this reascn that he was able to cry
‘vut on his deathbed, "L'avenir est & ncus®. Most men end as they begin,
as isolated individuvals: this "g ncus" is the preud fruit of his suffers
dings, and that is why I ackncwledge Saint-Siments autherity. I cannot
drop him, finding in Marx and Comte ncthing but drctrines,

This is, perhaps, the mest impertant delimitation of sociology
frem all its contemporary sccial thecvies, with which it is so fre-
quently cenfused. Saint-Simen, with his genius for recognising the
real powers and forces, never sacrificed the firsthendness of religien
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cne family, ecrnomics and the State tr any dogma, And this first-
handness, this fundementality, has had te be rediscovered and re~
insured by scciclogy in a series «f bitter stuggles. This expesi-
ticn likewise is an effcrt on behalf of its final vindicaticn, So-
cirlcgists possessing less genius than Saint=-Simen frequently
encugh in thelr fanaticism set cut to link up as many as pessible
of the items in their calculaticns with rne ancother: we have, for
instance, the materialistic ccnception of histery, with its jdée
fixe of the "econrmic" element., This Saint=-Simen firmly aveided.

It may be that the cutside (bserver will ep preciate neither
Saint-Simrn's broadmindedness ncr the closely-aliied temptaticrn
fer narrewer spirits. Why set ferth all these principles, anyhow,
as if there were not encugh of them already? And historians de in
fact rather like to go 'n in this strain. But a sociclogist cannot
be indifferent te the number of motive ferces existing: he must
seek for the rriginal basic forces; fer he is striving after in-
sight inte the law «f expenditure governing historical patterns,
For this reascn, therefrre, his woerk entails the realisaticn cnce
and for all that the tapes%ry of 1ife is not made up of a definite

number ¢f threads, nor, indeed, of threads of any cne kind: on the

contrary, the presence ¢f these criginal forces makes itself felt,
cor, as with Saint-Simen, is dispassicnately acknewledged in re-
cognisticn of the facts,

New these criginal feorces are crntinually being called inte
nlay, under many different aspects, to produce the same result,
In the exercise of these forces, hiwever, ‘the same” phencmenon
has a different meaning for every mcment i at passes, since the
part it plays within the whole, and its reiaticn to the whole, is
always changing. Menticn is made in Saint-Simon's werks of this
peint, which is ene of the most important in the whele field of
sceiolegy. I give an example of the way in which it is avnplied
in order to illustrate the genius of his insights. He accuses %he
Church ¢f heresy on the greunds that it changed its functien, "The
Reman clergy was orthodex up te the election to the Hely See of
Leo X in 1512, for until that date it had been superior to the lay
world in all those branches of knowledge whese progress has helped
the poorest class alcng, Since then, it has fallen into heresy, for
it has devoted itself scolely to thenlergy, and has allowed its
standing in art, natural science and technical development to
develve upen the laity.”

This healer «f the institntions of suciety is aware that
even as regards his positicn in the civrse of intellectual de-
vel pment he is devendent on Christianity. Saint-Simen's is to
be distinguished frum the plebeian, often purely eccnemic and
pagan socieolegy of these who came after him, by the fact that he
kncws his to be a post-Christian intellect. He dces not receil
frem Christianity as did the whele natural science of the
nineteenth century, and scciolegy of the zoolegical type: here
teo he reveals himself as being akin to Grethe, whose paganism is
* to be termed not blankly extra-Christian, but censcicusly post-
Christian, For Goethe's untrammelled existence was yet cenditicned
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by «ne presuppesiticn te which it gladly assented - Christianity.
In the same way, Saint-Simcn has ncthing of "unconditioncd" theught,
He grews further frem Christianity. His freedem of thought is

similarly post--Christian,

Saint~Simen 1s concerned to renew the treasures of clerical
Christianity, and to transmute them inte the language of science,
of the thought of the future, «f general human applicability.
Here teo, as in his persienal life, he keeps to the tensicn in
its entirety, Even as the ancien régime nobleman bcrn changes
by unwearying sacrifice, to correspend with the aristecracy o%
the new epcch of the spirit; se our task is, without surrendering
any of the values out «f the treasure-chamber of the old era,
to change absclutely everything, until cur lives swing in equal
strength, rebern and renewed,

The eriginal means and the original respensibility of
sociclegy, and its attitude towards Christianity and natural ¥
science, %hus stand out more clearly against the background
c¢f Saint-Simon's life than against the current it subsegquently
fellowed, which often threatened te coze away and disperse
altegether-

A living being carries meore wei;at than a hundred becks,
when his life becrmes spirit thrsugh the creative force of
sacrifice. Saint-Simen was able to write of his life:

"In a word, my life appears as a series of fallures, and

yet it is not a failure of a life: so far from sinking down,
I have crme higher and higher, That is tec say, not one of

my failures has caused me tr slip back te the print at which
I started.”

Thus in the failures he rediscovered the kevy to the sueess~,
ful iife, the key that ~nce cpened the gates to the Church, No
life was more of a "fallure® than Christ's : that is why it is
the mrst preductive life in world history. His soventy years of
miscarrying life are Saint-Simen’s contributicn. The sterility of
the German view «f Grethe has probably prevented Germans from
grasping the exact parallel between him and Saint-Simon. What is
greatest of all abrut Goethe's writings is not that they were
written by a pcets but that they weve left as fragments by a mane
Fer the pret, indeed, a fragment is just what a failure is in
politics, CGoethe's writing consisted of fragments of a great cen-
fesgi¢n, and yet it is nct writing that can be judged a failure.

We are for the mest part not up to the stature of this
Saint~Simenian and Goethean :ruth. But it is only this that can
enable us te turn a minus to a plus, Without such recenciling
of the negative, human society is lest, Saint-Simen and Grethe
wove the warp of failures into the woof of the future, but by
their sc doing the scul of Christ is mystically worked inte the
future, but by their se dceing the scul of Christ is mystically
worked inte the future of society, Goethe worked it in by his
writing, Saint-Simon by his life,
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Thus he still stends living befere us teday, asking us
whether we are willing to ccntinue hic werk, Life kindles only
frem 1life; the living fire of this hercic spirit kindles in us
the quest of emulaticn. But at the same time we loeck forwards,
Scarcely any «f the answers Saint-Simen was able to give to his
questicns have a meaning for us trday, But we have crme to re~
ctignise in his questicnings an attitude of mind representing
a distinct stage in the develcpment of the natural mind - the
poest~Christian stage. And we put the questicn te curselves
whether this principle «f a prst-Christian science is capable
of binding us by rbligaticn to scclologys
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What weuld be felt te be missing if ne theught and reflec-
ticen were given to sociclogical matters? Whe weuld net feel
anything tco be missing? If Saint-Simon was a man with a vecatien,
was he able to elevate his activity ihte a vecaticn?

As a matter «f fact, for long encugh sccinligy appeared
to extensive secticns of humanity to be deletericus, cr at the
least superflucus. Wherever men living in inherited security
frem generaticn to generation knew right and wreng, geed and
evil, in acccrdance with a fixed traditicn ~ the farmers and
artisans «f the little cruntry places of Eurcpe, the cealies
of China and the negrres of Central Africa -~ whirever there is
ne- new thing te expect under the sun, because an crder of
things laid dewn by wise ancesters has provided for every
centingency, there we find that it was only that ancestor, or
the wise lawgiver, cr the ruler, or the successcr teo the chief,
wher had to amass experience by means of bitter struggle, A1l
these whe have come after wait or work, hate or love, "as the
law cemmanded", And it is from this at%itude that there ccmes
the admirable assurance in acticn of these tribes or villages
adhering strengly te custom, their uncomplicated way of deing |
anything frem 2urning their dead te celebrating their harvest |
festival, Such an assured life is tc be feund everywhere, even
theugh enly in patches and remnants, in the mcst tempesturus
regirns in the heart «f Europe., The sectarianism of Puritan
Nerth America constitutes a similar feotheld for pecple there
teo, theugh enly fer an upper stratum, But the conquercrs and
lawgivers and leaders and ancesters, the pecple rrdained to
censcicusness of their réle as bearers of the sccial crder, whose
precepts and examples seem te be “instinctively” follewed, leng
age in Burcpe (unlike many other parts «f the werld) became a
permanent establishment, cf schrlastic crigin: the clergy of the
Middle Ages, the educated men of a later date represent a class
¢f leaders that is centinually inncvating, and altering, and
revelutionising, and fastening ¢n existing trends tc suppress
and transferm them. The sciences with whese help it tackled
these inncvatory duties were first «f 21l thenlegy and juris-
prudence, and later pcnlitical philrscphy and natural sciences
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Se leng as they continued successful, the clergy and edu-
cated classes were accrrded respect, the frrmer by the Chris-
tians; the latter by Europeans generally. feor their formative
wirk, This respect frr the lawgiver set in his place by des-
tiny has since 1789 been shaken beyrnd hepe «f restoraticrn, The
school for leaders is failing; because 1t nc longer enjeys a
secure prsitirn of authority. It is nct cne particular law
that 1s called in question, but the deeper right tc impese any
law «f any kind., The claims of the Church, like thrse of the
State, are mocked at. There is a witches' sabbath of all free
spirits. Ged has bheen depc-sed: even the grdly cnly bether Him
cn Sundays. And belief in the natural pre-eminence of dynasties,
kings ¢r ncbles atove the general run of mertals, the belief in
the blend ~f the grds, has olsc grne, Ne lenger is it the highest
honour a peasant girl can hope for, as was still the case in 1750,
te be enjoyed by a prince, The regicide is not tortured for days
tn end, and finally hanged, drawn and quartered.

With all this, respect fer natural frrce, embodied in the
command of King and Empercr, has been extinguished. Jurisprudence
is ne¢ lenger encugh, for men's minds nc lenger bow before the
Imperial code and its clausese

A comparisen with the history ¢f medicine may serve to
make clear what it is that is happening te us teday in the prli-
tical warld, In 16003 a quarrel flamed up «ver the medical text-
beok every professcr had to lecture cn, that of thé sreat phy-
sician «f antiquity, Galen, The celcbrated Helmnt refused to
become a professer ¢n the understanding that he accepted Galen,
New Galen's teachings were by nc means as wrong as all thatbe.
It was simply that, for Helment, the true teachings «f Galen
were true nct because they were Galen's., but because they had
becn demenstrated by experimentaticn and rther means, Similarly,
much that we find in the laws and statutes is right teday. But
it is net to be rogarded as right just because it is laid down
in the ferm of a law.

Thus it is that we live today, The sciences «f leadership
to date have no lenger any consequence or authority, The heritage
of wisdom that is handed dewn in them threatens te be spilled
aling with the vessel it is cintained in. which is neot regarded
as impcrtant any merec. A theclegical insight or a legal maxim
is clear withcut more ade te- a clergyman or a lawyer. But to be
clear tc the werkman or labourer. the same maxim has te be dif-
ferently derived and expressed. And such re-expres2ion of them
is, in fact, necossary, for the ciming leaders are unkncown, and
whatever happens they are no lcnger the prrducts of the cld
classes and scheols of lcaders, the clergy and the lawyers.

That "aisis of Bureope™ that called the Crmte Saint~Simen
intce the lists is thus still present for use

4 This is true beth as regards the crisis of leadership eof
which T have been speaking, and in ancther respect alsc, namely,
that inncvatirn and change, and ccnsequently the leoosening of
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instinct and the breach with traditirn. are giving a thrreugh
shaking-up ©t¢ these secticns of the perpulaticn which up te new
have been firmly ruled and 1r i after, a shaking-up which is
geing cn even in the remctest p.ckets «f_traditirnalism still
remaining, Traditirnal custem is thus bound, under these cen-
diticns of unrestrained change, t¢ be replaced, at any rate

in part, by frrces f crnscirusness, by training for all thines,
In this way, the study (f thise frrces serving to ferm ail to
destrry the crmmunity - that is tr say, sccicleogy = is bound to
acquire a special urgencye.

Finally, Eurcpe at a later pericd set abeut trying te link
indissclubly te itself, eccnemically, intellectually and peli-
tically, all the cther parts of the earth, But its cwn therlogy
and jurisprudence proved cempletely unsuitable for expert,

Reman law and Greek culture are cver-indispensable rnly to us
Eurcpeanss: frr the rest ¢f the werld they have cver-little
immediacy. On the «ther hand, the catastrephe of the two werld
wars, and the struggle for world peace, are making «f daily urgency
the questicn ¢f @ unifrrm dectrine and language. The few Eurrpean
educated Asiatics whe make speeches at UNESCO and elsewhere must
net deceive us intc thinking that the abyss dividing Eurcpe's
thought frem those intellectual werlds has been bridged.

In this field toe, we are faced with the duty «f trans-
ferming cur cwn inherited wisdrm, surrendering everything
fortuitcus and unnecessary, disclosing a knrwledge with refer-
ence net te Divine autherity; ner te the laws of the State,
but to realisatirn in man. Only a "human" science has any
chance of making gcd the deficiency which has cpened up in
every single naticnal integer, all .wver Europe, cn the whele globe,

The methids employed by this science cannct be either of
the theclogical and scholastic type, cr of the jurisprudential
and philescphical: Saint-Simen, offering up his cwn life as a
great experiment, demrnstrated that they must be human, Their
triumphant vindicaticn will thus be nct Za pendercus tomes
and strings c¢f figures, but simply and sclely in living the
process of making geod these deficiencies. The scciclogist
is the man who thus stops the heles, Not until he has lived
in the midst rf it and helped it alcng (see Saint-Simen cnce
mere) can a sceiclegical preblem be brrught te maturity. Where
the sccirlegist shares and suffers, figures passively in the
pathe legy «f the case as a part of that case, that i1s the de-
cisive step trwards realising what is amiss. Net until this
living f the prcblem has been eficcted de insights also
present themselves . Suffering is demarded «f the sccicleglist,
and sufferings are nct in the regicn «f the thecretical,
"Thecretically”, therefcre, scciclegy cannct be described as
necessary. It is ¢nly frr these whe have shared in the crisis
of BEurcpe, the unsettling «f the earth, the disscluticn of
natirnality, that scciclegy has a future: cnly they will under-
stand why scciclegy cannot exist in libraries or labcrateries,
but must be in communities of human beings. Fer ncbedy can
image that he 1s set apart frrm all human events, in abstract
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werlds ¢ £ ideas and the realms «f statistics. There are nc
sccirlegical Ydefinitiens®™ ¢r therries, The scciclegist

engaged in deriding, rr thinking, rr talking, cr writing, is
never in a pesiticn to lcck in frem cutside at the scocial
precess he is thinking ¢r talking or wll.ting about: within

his thrughts and his taik and his writings the sccial precesses
themselves crntinue, manifest their pewer cver him, and fulfil
themselves with the help ¢« the hindrance ¢f his effrrts.
Simmel's incemparable represi.tatirn of Eurcpean gocd-fellcwship,
fer instance, is at the same time its last and finest fliwering
befrre it ultimately perishes; it is thus itself a dead stcp in
the existence rf these patterns. Frr this reascn, there is nc
fixed cbject, as in every "c¢bjective” science, and nc subject,
as in every theory. The scciclegist discrvers the human mind

as an integral part ¢f the human world. A part ameng parts, a
creature amrng creatures, like them transient, and yet like
them essential. There can be nr certainties, ne tenets valid
cnce end frr all, if there are nrt men living, explering and
teaching, whe will maintain them and geo bail for them with
their whele perscnalities, even at the risk of thelr lives,
Seciclegy is, in crnsequence, nct an intellectual scilence as
all Universiéy traditicn understands the term, and still less

a natural science 1n the mrdern sense. Yet it is a real
science, just as much as what has been called science for

eight hundred years, Fcr its desire is te realisaticn.

That is what every great science has always scught and
is centinully seeking to accemplish ~ realisaticn,; bringing
hrme facts to pecple, All natural science brings heme te us
what nature and its ferces really are, and in si far as it
succeads we ctn held sway rver that nasure and turn those
forces to cur cwn purposes. Similarly, all schelastic wisdem
and philcescphy bring heme te us the wisdom «f the ancients, so
that the living generaticn has this at its command, Sceciclogy
is net, of crurse, intended tc bring heme to anybedy the wisden
and intellectual treasures «f, say, the classical era cr the
Middle Ages; ncr the field of nature, since that has already
been drne, and very brilliantly; but the real human being and
the human reality that it detects behind the names and the

. Sayings,

; The difference lies tnly in the theme., Intellectual
“science strives after cne ¢r ancther of these branches of the
~intellect which have been handed diwn as classical; the seeker
after knrwledge of nature surveys, and calculates therefrom,
~the full presence of external nature. It weuld be all up with us
1if he did crme to have complete cemmand cver it, And it is all
Wup with him tcday inasmuch as he has already te scme extent too

reat cemmand over it (applicatirn of chemistry to military purposes).

St.ciclogy surveys the real forces with which we men are
created,
¥
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It is nr t ccncerned with the intellectual heritage frem
the pest. iike so-c2lled intellectual science, nrr with the
nature furnished us frim withrut, like natural sciences it
explires the inner crnstitutirn of the reality cececated frr us
and within us. This distincticn as regerds histrrical tradi-
tirn and natural givenness likewise cinditirns its metherds,

Fer this reascn, its methcds are nit these sc rften
represented as the (nly scientific rnes. deductirn and induc-
tirn. The scurces ¢f danger inherent in cur activity as
st cirlegists are te be fiund neither in an inadeqguate uni-
versality ner in an inadequate individualisatiirn ¢f cur ex-
perience: the frrmer is remediable by deductirn and the latter
by inductirn. AlL that represents a danger focr the scciclegist
is lack ¢f realisatrry pcwer, His weakness ccnsists in net re-
maining sufficiently integrated intc reality, as part and par-
cel and fellrw-member «f it,; and thus in taking premature refuge
in a debasing impartiality, In this kind of abstractirn and de- -
tachment, nct sufficient resistance is attracted from reality,
the due preperticn of inertia and gravity is nct accrunted frr,
because ¢f sime idea that unsullied truth can be berne tc¢ victr rv
without a struggle in the vacuum «f the sheerly idealistic, But
these last few decades, with the minstrcus propaganda f lies
out rut in their world wars, have led the merest schoolmaster
£ ZBurcpe intc untruth, The lie vroved the commenplace «f the
human mind, The freest thinkers become fitful and feeble; nrt a
theught was immune frrm abuse, Everyvthing was: sc to spealz,
maintiined and asserted: it came with the newspaper and went
with the newspaper, The highest and ncblest minds paid their
tribute t¢ the spirit «f the age. The human M"spirit" has played
cut 1ts ideal réile rnce and for all,

There is nr genlus and ne office; nc pepular spirit and
ne schelastic spirit, in art or science, pulpit ¢r politics,
that has directly to do with the spirit «f Grde. The spirit s
net Grds And 2ll scocicology begins with this bitter recegnitirne
Scciclegy proved itself an integral part «f the werld, a party
which can and shculd remain a party, but at the same %i as
scmething which must not "detach" itself frem the whele (19e,
absclutise itself), Thus sccial realisaticn is what distinguishies
inside and cutside, backwawrd.-lrcking crigin and forward=-lccking
necessitye These frur ways %t determining the vital force of an
ideay a will, an activity, an arroncement and the like are to
be found nei%her in natural science nrr in intellectual science,

Space forbids us to go intc the questicrn te what extent
sceioli gy has certain individual prints of this process «f
realisatirn in commen with clder sciences, such as jurisprudence,
histcry, theclcgy and eccn mics,

The cnly thing that is decisive as regards scciclogy is
the plurality ¢f its precesses. In crder tc say, for instance,
" what scciclegy is, we have had tc make four separate attempss



These four can never be crmbined intr une sentence ¢r (ne
definition,

Sceirlrgy dres nect discrurse ¢n therapeutics for the
human race, It is itself, acccrding tc the twe different
attitudes of scciclrgists, either releasing ¢r binding, and
therefere itself a proceeding within the ecencmy ¢f cour human -
resteraticn, .




