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THE QUADR I L AT E R AL  
OF HUMAN L O G I C 1

Cogito, ergo sum; 
audio, ut fiam;

mensuror, quia existo; 
respondeo, etsi mutator?

T h e  c a r t e s ia n  r e v iv a l  o f  th e  A ristotelian  tradition  is useless
for those processes o f th o u g h t w h ich  do n o t deal w ith  objects 
only, b u t w ith  ourselves. T h e ir  lim ita tio n  to  th e  tw o log ica l 
links o f “therefore" (ergo) and  “because" (quia) restricts their  
usefulness to  th e  classes o f either subject or object.

N o  con n ection  b etw een  subjects can ever b e  exp la ined  o n  
these prem ises. B y a log ica l self-betrayal, th inkers h ave  spoken  
of a res cogitans, a th in k in g  th in g , for m an . B u t b etw een  an  
object th ou gh t and  a listen er, n o  bridge can b e  estab lish ed . 
T he phrase res cogitans is a p iou s lie . By d efin ition , th in gs are 
the objects spoken  of, never are th ey  spoken  to  w ith o u t ceasing  
to be res, or object. A n y  transition  from  “th ing"  to  “listener"  
or “speaker" is unw arranted and  im perm issib le. T h a t  I w eigh  
150 pounds and  th a t I can b e  w eigh ed  in  for th is a m o u n t is 
totally unrelated  to  th e  verity th at I m ay speak, in  th e  least 
propitious m o m en t.

It is, how ever, th is p ious lie  w h ich  has en ab led  th e  ration­
alist to  pose as a th inker during th e  last 300 years; for the pre-

1 A paper contributed by Rosenstock-Huessy to a symposium on his 
thought held at the Center for the Study of Religion and Social Issues, Woods Hole, Mass., 1965.

2 I think, therefore I am; I will be measured because I exist; I hear so that I may come to exist; I respond although I will be changed.
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ced in g  1500 years, it always was ad m itted  th at th e  tw o classes 
of objects and  subjects are qu ite  insufficien t to  cop e w ith  any 
serious q u estion  o f life  and death . D ead  th in gs, C artesius could  
try to  understand , and  th e  m en ta lity  n eed ed  for their  under­
stan d in g h e  cou ld  d efine. H is relations to  his D u tch  sw eetheart 
and  their illeg itim ate  ch ild  w ere q u ite  ou tsid e  th e  Cartesian  
w orld o f understanding. H e  on ly  u n d erw en t th em , b u t did not 
understand th em .

Since, how ever, even  today th e  average laym an is a C artesian, 
I have exp lic itly  added  tw o m ore gu id in g  sen ten ces on  those  
sta tem en ts w h ich  h ave n o th in g  to  do w ith  a subject or an object 
b u t w h ich  concern  us as fellow s o f  other m en . A n d  th e  th ou gh t  
processes and sta tem en ts w h ich  prevail b etw een  p eo p le  are 
ob viously  d ivided  in to  th ose  by w h ich  I am  told  by others w ho  
can d em and  th at I listen  to  th em  and in to  th ose by w h ich  I am  
en titled  to  tell others w h at I th in k  o f th em .

T h e  “H arken, Israel” is th e  m ost general com m an d  or d e­
scription  o f  our du ty  to  listen  to  others. A n d  I h ave on ly  re­
w orded it in a con cession  to  th e  egocen tric  C artesian  form ula, 
by w riting: audio ut fiam in  th e  p lace of “ H arken, th o u  m a n .” 
T o  b e  called  by h is true n am e is part o f  any listen er’s process o f  
b ecom in g  his true self. W e  h ave to  receive a n am e b y others; 
th is is part o f th e  process o f b e in g  fu lly  born . T h e  U n ite d  States 
o f A m erica did  n o t exist b efore th ey  w ere called  th e  U n ited  
States o f A m erica. T h is  rem ains u nunderstandable to  a G reek  
m in d . A n d  th e  C artesian  b lin d n ess to  th is reality o f  nam es dis­
figures m ost in vestigation s o f psych ologists, socio log ists and  
historians w h o  do n o t know  th a t th ey  are paralyzed by their  
C artesian  origins.

So far w e h ave in troduced  three con ju n ction s in to  our an al­
ysis: ergo, quia, ut. T h ese  con ju n ction s in th em selves offer 
n o th in g  spectacular. “T h erefo re ,” “b ecau se” and “so th a t” do 
n o t transcend th e prose o f everyday log ic . It is d ifferent w ith  
th e  term  etsi, “a lth o u g h .” N o  pagan lo g ic  adm its th e  “al­
th o u g h .” T h e  C h ristian  era has add ed  th is step  in to  n o v e lty  and  
co n tin u ed  creation . N ew n ess is n o t m an-m ade. M an u factu rin g  
com b in es k now n th in gs by “b ecau se ,” “ th erefore ,” and  “so 
th a t.” B ut th at w e m ay b eco m e ch an ged  m en , although  w e
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suffer, although w e have to  suffer, aye, even to die, is incom pre­
hensible to a G reek m in d  and yet it is th e everyday experience  
of any liv in g  soul.

In th e respondeo, a lth ou gh  I m ay b e  changed , th e scientific  
m entality is transcended. A lready th e  scholastics, especia lly  
Bonaventura, saw clearly th e  insufficiency o f  th e  G reek m ind . 
T he G reeks tried to  judge us from  things; h en ce , their  apes 
could coin  th e  ridiculous phrase o f a res cogitans. C reativity  
com es to self-forgetfu lness. H e  w h o rem ains inside h is ow n  
consciousness is im p oten t, incapable of experiencing real n ew ­
ness. T h e  old  con sciou sn ess m u st die, m u st b e  ab an d on ed , 
m ust be forgotten  in th e  passionate surrender to  an unforeseen  
situation. N ecessity  overcom es th e im p ossib le. T h a t w hich  
hitherto has b een  d eem ed  im p ossib le  dem onstrates th e  prison  
walls o f tod ay’s consciousness. It is by th e strange con ju n ction  
of “a lth ou gh ” th at th e  new  n ecessity  overw helm s th e  m ost  
reactionary part o f our organism , id esty our ob stin a te  “co n ­
sciousness.”

“O ur litt le  system s have their day.” O ur ow n  regeneration, 
the regeneration o f k n ow led ge, and  th e  progress o f sc ien ce  are 
conditioned  b y  th e  ap p lication  o f th e  non-G reek  con ju n ction , 
“alth ou gh .” A lth ou gh  n ob od y  has th ou g h t th is possib le h ith er­
to, it is true just th e  sam e, is th e  m ost general form ula for th e  
continuous renew al o f h u m an  th ink ing. In th is gram m atical 
form, consciousness takes second  seat and stands corrected by  
the martyr, th e  discoverer, th e  naive, and th e  good  Sam aritan. 
All these types act “a lth o u g h ” th at w h ich  th ey  do has never  
been d on e before and therefore is classified as im p ossib le.

M ost o f  m odern  m eth o d o lo g y  skips th is test o f  originality , 
the courage to  say “a lth o u g h .” T o  th e  C hristian  Era, o n ly  th is  
m ind m ay b e said to  b elon g , w h o has The guts to  defy  h is ow n  
consciousness b y  th e  n ob ility  o f  h is passion , b y  th e  energy o f  
his research, by th e selfless courage o f th e  B illy  M itch e lls .3 T h e  
chain o f even ts w h ich  w e call th e  h istory o f  sc ien ce is form ed  
by these steps w h ich , in  com p lete  self-forgetfu lness, lead  m an  
beyond his self-consciousness.

3 A famous flyer of World War I who accepted being courtmartialed for his bold criticism of the Air Force.

T H E  Q U A D R IL A T E R A L  O F H U M A N  L O G IC
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O f “d isin terested n ess,” m u ch  has b een  said in th e  19th cen ­
tury. T h e  term  w ill n o t d o  in  an era o f  m on etary  corruption . “I 
respond a lth ou gh  th is w ill d em a n d  m y ow n  transform ation ,” 
m y ow n  loss o f p osition , is th e  on ly  m eth o d o lo g ica l p rotection  
against th e  cheap  research o f th e  m o d e m  m asses o f  acad em ic  
proletarians. T h ey  m u st b e  le ft  b eh ind ; th eir  naive in terest in  
th em selves is n o t good  en ou gh .

O ur old  A d am , our in h erited  m en ta lity , has to  b e  sh ed  and  
le f t  b eh in d  by th e etsi, th e  “a lth o u g h .” B onaventura has called  
th is “an excess o f  th e  m in d ,” a g e ttin g  b esid e ourselves. It is 
th e  co n d ition  o f any progress. The quadrilateral of man as 
thinking, as being an extended substance, as being a listener, 
only is completed when we make room inside ourselves for 
b e in g  made over. T h e  term  “ creative” now adays is th e  fash ion . 
It is m ean in gless, as w e certain ly  are n o t G o d  a lm igh ty , b u t  
very m ortal, very corrupt and  terribly stu p id . T h e  term  “crea­
tiv e” w ill lead  th e  p eo p le  astray, un less th ey  recogn ize th a t w e  
on ly  m ay b eco m e creative by transcen d in g th e  b oundaries of  
our ow n  yesterday-logic, by responding to  a n eed  a lth ou g h  it 
d em and s our ow n  ab an d on .

T h e  reader has fou n d  at th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th is essay th e  
quadrilateral o f a revised log ic . T h e  tw o tim es, from  th e  b e ­
g in n in g  to  m e, and from  th e en d  to m e, are represented  b y  th e  
audio ut fiam ( lis ten in g  com p letes m y h istorica l ex isten ce ) and  
th e  respondeo etsi mutabor.

As “su b ject” and “o b jec t” are con ce ived  in  th e  G reek vefsion s  
cogito ergo sum, mensuror quia existo, so w e m ay lab el th e  
heroes of th e  secon d  pair o f  sta tem en ts “traject” and “preject.” 
T h e  Q uadrilateral, th e  Cross o f R ea lity , to  sum  it all up*, d e­
m ands and  requires th at w e rem ain w illin g  to  b e  a ltern ating ly  
“ob ject,” “su b ject,” “traject,” “preject.” A n d  w e m ay add th at 
there are four religions possib le, accord ing to  th e  priority given  
to  anv o f th ese  four a ttitu d es o f  m an .



C H A P T E R  6

THE T W E L V E  T ON E S  

OF THE S P I R I T 1
S IS )

S p i r i t  a n d  l o v e  a r e  s t r o n g e r  th an  d eath . H en ce , w e ca n n o t  
do w ith o u t th em  u n less w e co n d em n  ourselves to  sterile fu tility . 
For to lo ve  m eans to  b eco m e fru itfu l, and  to  b e  inspired m ean s  
to overcom e and to  lim it d eath . W h e n  th e  b od y  d ies, th e  spirit 
remains. T h e  spirit proves itse lf  to  b e d iv in e w h en ever th e  trails 
blazed by creative, lovea b le  lives are travelled b y  deliberate su c­
cessors, heirs, pup ils, fo llow ers, or w h en  d ev ilish  trails are re­
nounced  and ab an d on ed  by w arning p o s ts : N o  trespassing!

H en ce, th e u ltim a te  test o f th e  spirit is th e  heritage o f  n ew ly  
acquired facu lties w h ich  fu ture generations gratefu lly  receive  
and accept. A ll th e  various expressions o f our fa ith : presence o f  
G od, future, regeneration , ad op tion , ch ildren  o f G o d , n o t  o f  
M an, th e  very term s liberty , G o d , Spirit, D ev il, h istory— h ave  
tried to  transm it to  us th is good  new s th at w e  had  prede­
cessors w h o h ave en d o w ed  us w ith  acquired  facu lties, acquired  
by th em  and b esto w ed  on  us if  w e on ly  respond b y a ccep tin g  
them . A lso , th e  good  new s was contrasted  w ith  th e  bad  new s. 
And w ith o u t th e  bad  new s, th e  good  new s is u n u n d erstan dable. 
Perhaps th e  good  new s w ill m ore readily b eco m e au d ib le  again  
after w e speak exp lic itly  ab ou t th e  bad new s. T h e  bgd  new s  
says th at a ch ild  is b etter  th an  a hoary h ead , th at n ew  is b etter  
than o ld , th at stim u la tio n  and  sen sation  drag us a lon g  from  day  
to day as they presum e to  guarantee us b etter  values. T h is  bad-

1 An address to members of St. Augustine Church, Santa Monica, Cali­fornia, 1961.
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ness is very bad in d eed . T h e  truth  is th at n eith er is th e  ch ild  
b etter  than  th e  o ld  m an  nor is th e  o ld  m an  b etter  th an  th e  
ch ild . G od  is in calcu lab le. H e  m akes som e children  and  som e  
adults very good  in d eed  and  others, elders or ch ildren , very 
w icked . H e  is in calcu lab le  and  certain ly is q u ite  in d ifferent to  
th e  date or year at w h ich  w e are born. It is equ a lly  d ifficult at 
all tim es to  live  th e  good  life .

T h e  good  new s, in  em p h asiz in g  th is co m p lete  ind ifference o f  
G od  to  th e  year o f our birth or our d eath , also says th at w e, in  
fo llow in g  th e trail b lazed  by th e  F irstborn Son , m ay b eco m e  
th e  p eo p le  o f  H is in h eritance, H en ce  th e good  new s is related  
to  a perpetual relation  o f  founder and  heir, o f  testator and  suc­
cessors. T h is  truth  is obscured today. E ven  th e  old  term  “ Im ita ­
tion  o f C h rist” has b een  w eakened . T o o  o ften  it is understood  
n ot as th e  in h eritance o f C hrist's acquired facu lty  b u t as a 
p ed an tic  im ita tion  and  ap ing. L et us restate th e  good  new s.

C hrist has acquired a n ew  faculty , th e  tim in g  o f  th e  Spirit. 
A n d  h e has im parted  to  us th is rightly tim ed  spirit, th is pow er  
n o t on ly  to  talk, to  th in k , to  w rite, to  proclaim , to  sing, b u t also  
to  ob ey  th ese  prom ptings in G od 's good  tim e, n eith er  too  
early nor to o  la te .

H ere, I forego th e tem p ta tio n  to  accuse th e  naturalists o f  
robbery and  plagiarism . I cou ld  accuse th em  o f h av in g  em ­
b ezzled  all our term s o f th e  Spirit's life , presence, future, h ered ­
ity, survival, history, acquired  facu lties. O riginally , all th ese  
term s o f  D arw in  hail from  th e B ib le . B ecause on ly  G o d  carf^be 
present. O n ly  th e  ch ildren  o f his in h eritance can h ave a future, 
on ly  th e  fruits o f th e  spirit can survive d eath . A n d  on ly  th e  
apostles can succeed  in tran sm ittin g  th e  n ew ly  acquired facu l­
ties o f our Savior. B u t I shall leave it to  you  to  draw th ese  
con clu sion s yourselves.

H ow ever, I m ay perhaps have to  rem ind  you th at in society , 
in our h istorical co m m u n ity , w e m ove  as m en  born through  th e  
liv in g  W o rd  in to  our tim es and  places, in to  our future d estin y . 
W e  have th e singular privilege o f  con tr ib u tin g  to th e  everlast­
ing survival o f acquired facu lties w h ich  w e em brace and to  co n ­
tribute to  th e  everlasting relegation  to  h ell o f th ose  acquired  
facu lties w h ich  w e w ish  to  see extirpated . T h u s, C reation  is
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taking p lace under our very noses. A n d  n ob od y  can stay neutral 
in this spiritual war b etw een  b eq u ea th in g  th e  good  q ualities to  
the future through faith  or g iv ing up from  despair th e  task o f  
w eeding o u t th e  d iabolical qualities.

T h e  w ay by w h ich  w e are threaded in to  G o d ’s creation , day 
after day, th at is in to  h is h istory, is through  th e  tw elve  stages 
or tones o f th e Spirit. B ecause G o d ’s processes are know n to  
everybody, n ob od y  seem s to  pay m u ch  a tten tio n  to  their b eau ­
tiful order and in elu ctab le  seq u en ce. N o  generation  seem s to  
have b een  so callous ab ou t th is process as ours. Im p atien tly  and  
with great haste, th e  w h o le  inspiration  is sold  to  us over th e  
counter. " Insp iration” is advertised, p o in ted  ou t to  us as In ­
spiration P o in t, etc . B ut, alas, inspiration  takes tim e. It m u st  
fill n in ety  or a hundred  years o f a lo n g  life . Is it n o t h igh ly  
probable th at th e  Spirit befalls us, through a lo n g  life , in very 
m any variations? Y ou  know  as w ell as I th at th e  Spirit per­
m eates our carnal bod ies in at least three s te p s: H e  enters in to  
us. T h is stage is called  ch ild h o o d . E veryth ing, in th is phase, is 
received by th e ch ild  w ith  th e  zest o f “ first-ness”; " new ” equals 
"inspiration,” during ch ild h ood .

T h en , how ever, th is spirit begins to  work in us. H e  stirs us 
up. H e  abides in us and transform s us. T h is  phase w e m ay call 
adulthood . L astly, th e  Spirit b ein g  a pow er ca n n o t b e  secluded  
inside of us. H e  h old s forth , h e  proceeds ou tsid e . T h is  stage w e  
may call eld erh ood , or w ith  th e  G reek corresponding term , 
priesthood.

Upward was th e  Spirit in every ch ild  o f  A d am . Inw ard h e  
operates in every m an  or w om an  w h en  th ey  co m e  o f age. O u t­
ward from  us u pon  socie ty  w hen  w e h o ld  office. T od ay, th is  
tripartition does n o t suffice. W e  m u st b e m ore specific. T h e  
num erous processes o f  th e  Spirit have n o t b een  d iscerned  very 
clearly since th e  R eform atio n . Perhaps, th e  secon d  article o f  
the C reed, i.e. th e  sen ten ces on  th e  Savior, have m o n o p o lized  
the labors o f th eo log ian s. T h e  philosophers, on  th e  oth er h and , 
have usurped th e  first article and by iso la tin g  it, th ey  h ave m ade  
it m eaningless. B ut th e  third article o f th e  C reed is th e  first 
article o f our experience. T h e  apostles experienced  th e Father  
through th e Son in th e  H o ly  Spirit. In o th er w ords, before G od
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cam e u p on  th em  as th e  spirit o f  P en teco st, n eith er  th e  Son  nor  
th e  Father was accessib le to  th em . T h e  strange yearnings o f  
th e  P en tecosta l sects o f our tim es sh ou ld  warn us th at an ex­
perience o f th e spirit w ill have to  precede any understan d in g o f  
either Son  or F ather in  th e  T rin ity . T h e  leg itim a te  C hurch  
m u st fight th e  G reek  arrogance by w h ich  our so-called  m inds 
are n o t considered  th e  receptacle, th e  veh ic le , or th e  carrier o f  
th e  O n e  Spirit through  th e ages, b u t as th e  free agen ts o f  our 
litt le  a tom ized , in n u m erab le, d ifferent selves.

W h e n  w e approach th e  m en ta l processes in ourselves as th e  
process o f th e  Spirit from  others usward, w ith in  us an d  from  
usward to  others, an order o f three tim es four spiritual a ttitu d es  
w ill b eco m e  au d ib le . T h e  dying m an , w h en  h e  gives back  th e  
spirit to  h is C reator, is a llow ed  by our laws to  leave b eh in d  a 
last w ill and  testa m en t. T h is  is th e  m in im u m  spiritual h on or  
th e  co m m u n ity  vouchsafes h im . H en ce, th e  spiritual life  o f all 
o f us sh ou ld  b e  traced from  our dying hour backward. W h ile  
in “nature” b irth  seem s to  precede d eath , and  life  is described  
as th e  sum  o f all th e  processes th is side o f  dying, th e  Spirit 
reverses th is order o f  naturalism .

In nature, b irth  precedes death;
In nature, life  tries to  shun  d eath .
In  th e  spirit, death  precedes life;
In th e  spirit, th e  fou n d er’s d eath  gu ides h is heirs’ lives.

H en ce , th e  first sp iritual co m m a n d  is: leave a w ill, en d o w , 
b eq u eath . T h is  is th e  first com m an d  b ecau se it gives d irection  
and m ean in g  to  all our previous steps. H e  w h o  experiences his 
dyin g day as fu lfillm en t is b lessed . T h erefore, this person, w h a t­
ever h e believes to  b e  b liss, h e  w ill project backwards from  his 
d yin g  day u p on  h is an teced en ts. H e  w ill w ish  to  h ave th is fu l­
fillm en t from  th e  w h ole  tim e  span o f life . O n ce  w e u n lock  th is  
secret door o f th e spiritual order in C h ristian ity , w e su d d en ly  
understand  w h y C hrist in d eed  u n lock ed  th e  gates o f d eath  to  
our soul.

O ur dying day and Our suprem e w ill and  legacy are d irected  
tow ards future generations; from  th is fact w e m ay easily illu m i­
n ate all th e  previous stages o f  life . T h e  last com m a n d m en ts
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must d om in ate  all earlier ones. A fter all, th ey  shall en a b le  us to  
make our perfect w ill, th at u ltim ate  w ill by w h ich  th e  h u m an  
inheritance m ay b e  increased and by w h ich  it m ay b eco m e th e  
fruit of our lives’ seed.

T h e stage o f  testator therefore w ill usually b e preceded  by

i p rop het or warner
1 teacher or educator
■;x leader or legislator

sufferer or perseverer
■>; protester or rebel

critic or analyst
d ou b ter  or d esp on d en t

'■i player or singer1 learner or w anderer  
reader or conceiver  
listener or obeyer

T his order has b een  forgotten  in secularism . In ap p lication  
by the secular th inker, th e  spiritual order is reversed. In secular  
psychology w h ich  beg in s w ith  th e  ch ild  itse lf, w e  are to ld  th at  
it should p u ll itse lf up by its ow n bootstraps and  b eco m e itself, 
express itse lf, live  by itse lf. O f th is th e  inexorable con seq u en ce  
must b e th at it w ill have to  live and m ay also have to  d ie  by, 
for and u n to  itself. A  horrid sp ectacle  in d eed .

W h en  th e  learn ing o f sp eech  is seen  as th e  tw e lfth  spiritual 
tone, i.e. as th e  first in tim ate  o f th e  Spirit w h en  H e  enters a 
newborn soul, th en  w e perceive th at th is to n e  w ells up, in  m a n ’s 
life, so to  speak from  his d eath  b ed . T h e  ch ild ’s first sm ile  is on  
the other end  at th e  farthest d istan ce from  Jesus’ words on  th e  
Cross or from  th e  farew ell address o f G eorge W a sh in g to n , or 
from th e last speech  o f M oses. T h e  to n e  o f th e  spirit reverber­
ates first w ith in  us w h en  w e obey. T h e  ch ild  w h ich  is n o t m ade  
to obey is d en ied  th e pow er ever to  com m an d . T o  com m an d , to  
identify ourselves w ith  G o d ’s w ill, is our perfection ,T m r d estin a­
tion. A ny person w h o  m akes a w ill, in any field  o f h u m an  e n ­
deavor, com m an d s, or, b etter  still, b ecom es a com m an d . 
Lincoln, C ardinal N ew m a n , M oses are co m m a n d in g  figures 
after death . A ll their pow ers seem  to  h ave g o n e  in to  th at part
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o f th em  w h ich  during their lives th ey  cou ld  n o t realize. The 
greatness o f  M oses lies in just th is, th at h e  d id  n o t enter the 
prom ised  land  h im self. In th is lies th e  d iv in ity  o f C hrist, that 
h e  d id  n o t use th e  Spirit for his ow n tim e  b u t gave this spirit 
to  th e  ap osto lic  succession .

H avin g thus restored th e  tw elfth  com m an d , “lis ten ” or 
“o b ey ” to  its rank as th e  corollary to  th e  first com m an d , “leave 
your spirit to  p osterity ,” w e shall have n o  trouble in d iv id in g  the 
keyboard b etw een  th e tw elfth  com m an d  and th e  first into  
approxim ately ten  periods o f about six years each and three 
periods o f ab ou t tw en ty  years each.

I. Y ou th  or ch ild h ood ; in  society  represented  by th e artist.
12. ob ey  ex isten tia l involved
I I . read m en ta l d etach ed
10. learn selective h a lf in vo lved , h a lf d etach ed
9. sing all th is tim e, as your hour has n o t yet com e

11. A d u lth ood ; in society  represented  by th e fighter.
8. d ou b t and w ith h o ld  h a lf involved , h a lf d etach ed  
7. analyze and  synth esize  d etach ed  
6. speak up and, insist get involved
5. w ait and persevere stay engaged

III. T h e  Elders; th e  universal priesthood  o f th e  believers.
4. lead  and leg islate
3. teach  and instruct !
2. prophesy and  warn
1. “testa te” en d ow  and b estow

A ll tw elve com m an d m en ts or ton es o f th e  Spirit p erm eate all 
th e  phases o f  our life . A  cam p cou n sellor  ob viou sly  m ay b e  19 
and  yet act in th e  capacity of to n e  4  or 3 already. T h is  does not 
alter th e  fact th at each ton e  sh ou ld  be given  on e  period o f life  
for its fu llest cu ltiva tion . W h e n  children  o f  12 are trained for 
leadership , it on ly  goes to  show  th at th e  educators, psychologists, 
p olitician s h eap  all th e  crow ns o f  ad u lt and  elder on  youngsters 
w h o  m u st perish under th is burden .

O f each tim e, a w h o le  b ook  cou ld  and  m igh t b e  w ritten . 
F or instance, “ tea ch ” is a “m u st” in any m aturing person's life.
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M an m ust teach. O n ce  th is is understood , th e raising o f  
teachers w ill appear to  be in fin itely  m ore difficult th an  th e  
raising of children or th e  b u ild in g  o f sch ool palaces. A lso it w ill 
becom e clear that w e teach  w h at our students are m ean t to  do, 
to carry out, to  u p h old , to  render because w e can n ot do it all 
ourselves. In other words, there is a proportion  b etw een  gov­
ernors and teachers. T h e  father is th e  governor, th e teacher, and  
the prophet as w ell as th e  testator for th e  n ext generation . H e  
leads th em  in to  th e  future, teaches ab ou t th e future, prophesies  
the calam ities or obstacles on their w ay in to  th e  future, and  
tries to leave th em  som e m eans for cop in g  w ith  th is future. A ll 
this belongs to his priestly office.

H ence com m ands 1, 2, 3, 4 (testa te , prophesy, teach , rule) 
are one and th e sam e com m an d  spelled  ou t in its four aspects! 
T he sam e is true o f th e  4  com m an d s for th e  fighting adults and  
the four com m ands o f ch ild h ood .

Also, at close harkening, th e  reader m ay observe th at children , 
adults, elders or artists, fighters, priests— are in a d ifferent phase  
with regard to  tim in g. A  ch ild  plays and is n o t yet serious b e ­
cause it “has t im e /'  m ore precisely because its day has n o t yet 
com e. T h e  m ean in g  o f play is th at th e  play rem ains th is side  
of the process by w h ich  G od  proceeds in wars, ca lam ities, crises, 
revolutions.

C hildren have in fin ite, m ore precisely, “undefined" tim e. 
Conversely, th e  fighters press on . T h ey  try to  b e ahead o f  their  
tim es. T h ey  are im p atien t. As a P rotestan t shou ld  try to  hurry 
the com in g o f th e  D a y  of th e  Lord. Paul w ants us to  b e  im ­
patient as w ell as p atien t, becau se w e are b o th  children  w h o  
play before G od  and fighters w h o  fight for G od . T h e  relation  
of the elder to tim e  again is d ifferent. H is genius is in th e  
tim ing. B etw een  th e ab olition ists (th e  “ad u lts” ) and  th e  in ­
different ones ( th e  p la y b o y s) L in co ln  proved to b e  th e  good  
governor because o f  h is tim in g. H e  tim ed  th e  em an cip a tion  o f  
the slaves to perfection , to  th e  perfection  prophesied  *thirty  
years before by John Q u in cy  A dam s. A dam s prophesied  th at  
the slavery issue after 1828 had  reached an im passe w h ich  on ly  
the com m ander-in-ch ief in a tim e of war cou ld  break. T h is, by  
the way, is a good  illustration  o f th e gen u in e  role o f prophecy
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in  th e  spiritual process. P rophecy is n o t pred iction  or forecast­
in g  th e  w eather. P rophecy speaks from  th e  last Ju d gm en t Day  
backwards in to  our ow n days. H en ce , it always p laces b etw een  
our today and our last day som e terrible calam ity . For the 
p rop h et acknow ledges th at th e  present gen eration  does not 
m ove in  th e  d irection  o f our d estin y . Judging th e  p resen t in 
th e  lig h t o f our d estiny, h e  know s th at th e  obstacles th row n  up 
by our m ovin g  in  th e  w rong d irection  first m u st b e  rem oved. 
P rophets th en  are n o t p red ictin g  h o w  to  get rich b u t prophesy­
ing th at our heirs w ill b e  v isited  for our ow n  greed or trespass­
ing.

T h e  prophet, th en , is as in tim ate ly  co n n ected  w ith  th e  future  
as governors, teachers, or testators. M oses, Isaiah, E cclesiastes, 
K ing Jonas, S tep h en , John, L uke, Peter, th e  first four in  the  
O ld , th e  secon d  four in  th e  N e w  T esta m en t are u n ited  alth ou gh  
w e m ay discern a m on g  th em  kings, teachers, p rop hets, and  
testators. B ecau se all o f  th em  live o u t o f th e  future, o u t o f  the  
solidarity  o f  G od 's creature M an , in to  their present day.

W h e n  w e w ou ld  recogn ize th em  as th e  ton es on e , tw o , three, 
four on  th e  Spirit's harp, th e  ch ild ish n ess o f our edu cation al 
situ ation  today m igh t easily b e  con q uered . For th en  it  w ill be 
seen  th at a ch ild  ca n n ot learn to  speak by sw allow in g  nouns, 
m ere words, b u t on ly  by carrying o u t orders ex isten tia lly . T h e  
verbs are th e  root words by w h ich  th e  ch ild  is p u t in  action . 
O ur m ach in e  age w ith  push  b u tto n  m ech an iz in g  is th reaten in g  
our ch ildren  because, in stead  o f  en a ctin g  th e  verbs go, push, 
p ull, tear, lift, answer, speak, w rite, m ove, c lim b , etc ., th e  child  
is surrounded by dead th in gs w h ich  b y  o n e  and  th e  sam e 
m o tio n  can b e  m ad e to  respond.

W e  can n o t b eco m e e lo q u en t unless w e en act th e  words 
spoken  to  us ex isten tia lly .


