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Dr. Rosenstock's Report on his visit to England
(Sert. 25th to Nov. 20th, 19025)

The jrurney which I undertock tec England in ths auturmn of
last year upon ths invitation of the W.A.A.E. was very instructive.

Abpve all @ owe ths nost hearty thanks to lir. Fleming ard
Vigss Jones ofthe U.A. Tér the oOllCltOJ care and extraordinary
hearty hospitality which was tendered me everywhere in North and
South, in town and countrysids. This hespitallity is certainly
ne of the most impressive features of English life, and no
unimportant ele"ent in the structure of that which is known as
Adult Education.

. Thus I found in Manchester the tutoring Oxford fellow serving
tea to the youny fellows in the Settlemsnt. I actually had to bs
severgwith my seventy-year-cld hoste®3 who insisted on qhining
ny shoes. In a similar menner one waited with dinner for almost
. one hour in the Catholic Workers' College because I had lost nmy
R way . At another time, my host perscnally brought my brealfast
to my bedside in order that I might enjoy a complete rest.

: A feeling of gratitude is helpful in trying to understand

s newconditions in a foreign ccuntry; and accordingly, I believe,
in the course of twoe months, to have received a truthful impression
of the status of Adult Education.

Adult Education in Erngland can not withoul ressrvations be
compared to Volksbildung in Germany; the reason for this is that
we in Germany are just bpginnlﬂg to cultivato some of the old
advantages of Tr;l*gb socinal life {(fair play in the debate, lifs
in settlerments, etc.) On ths contrary, the snclal emergsncis
in England *pr ow the peecpls of this country into all the dangers and
iiseass of the social fre—var fqt@s in Germany and in conseacuence
the intellactunl training is evated to a n*-“nv nlanc ard the
manners of discussion become lx,:'w~ Yrs 1f7ﬂ~enll“

LLilgl

(Mote. The idea ssers to be to compare ithe ytresent social
Lo conditions in En-land to those obt%inﬁnL in Germary
- bofore the resvlution ani thai in debates there is
evidence of increasingly bitter dissension in nanghd)
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ably outside the

In Germany the relirious meovement (nob
j walls ~nd channcls of confsssions (croeds) and dogma) is gaining an
( N inecreasing importance for the Vol"vh chschuls. In Ingland it seenms
o to be denrﬁﬂ“'ng, because Ensland Zaces for the flirst time the
aism to a sonevhat important sxtent.

z
r ' invasion of ath

Gerrmany is just eTIer( ing fronm a fifty-vearg' period of atheism,.
If the Volxshochachule is to be successful, it must appropriate for

"N its instruction a subject motiter so composited as to make an

appeal to tne elsmentary rellislous sense - in radical departurs from
the history, state,

the teaching of the universities about the soul®, his
vhilosophy and e i Tre situation in England seems to be very

different.
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Mot until recently has an outbrezl of atheism beccme noticeabls
in several placed in England, through class-propaganda and lack
. of employment and the Russian revolution. Therzfore, Adult Education
P in England, tniough having an old religious tradition, does not have
the opportunity to lay its new scientific foundations upon a deep
b religious stream of experience, awvakened by a re tional catastrophe ary
therefore independent of the mnrely philesophical traditions of the
Only in the field of economics there may be noticed
the blessed influence of the tutorial class practice upon the
research of the scholar. However, also here ths view cf the
bourgeois-consumer is by far the predominating one, particularly
noticeable in the Co-operative liovement Sghools.

Unirersities.

The awount of voluntary service which has been offered in many
districts, for exarmple, in Bristol, is astounding. The State support

which is almost totally lacking in Germany seecms to the German

visitor to be of extraordinary importance in securing efflciont
teachers. Lvidently where thie tutorial classes are crganisod
gtrictly according to principle, they show splendid results.

The foreigner is particularly struck by three things. In th
first placa the small rumber of youths, or, in other words, the
comparatively advanced age of tihie studenis in Adult Zduweation;

gcondly the lack of a youth movemsnt as a parallel to the Adult
Tdwcation Movement; thirdly, that the Con-inuation School szemin cly
has no point of contact withh Adul®t Education.

I that the new popular ceducation

i moverisnt in England, because of econcnic conditions, is destined to
im*ta+b tine course of the pre-war developrent on the continent (as
ebs Leugue initates the obuolete nethods of German pre-~war
SOClallsm)

' It is to be fearced, thereforse

From England I havs brougcht with me the desire to learn their
practical ease of organising, their off-hand way o dealing with
and qualifying objectivity of

formalities, and the brevity
English discussion.
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The expenses of ny jeurney wers increased beyond our antici-
ration because my time was gr=atly cpowdsd in those 4o months.
Under such circumstances one mustimike use of all possible
technical expedients, as tazis and otherwise allow oneself many
other cormfar ts. A longer stay with a less crowded programme might
thsrefors prove cheaper, or, at least, not more expsensive,

VYthen our English friends explicitly request suggestions from
me, althougn I am only a foreign visitor, I nust limit myself to
such wishes as naturally suggest themselves to a citizen of a
foreign country. It liss in the rnatursof things, however,
that these problems are of such a character that no single country
can bring them to a satisf actory solution. Adult Education
must be intsrnational in its rethods even 1f it must remain
national in its matter or aims, because we need contemporanity
for the adult. The most important of these methodical problems
is the very question of teachers' exchange. We German's may
learn riuch from the social life inthe English settlements, and the

English tutorial-clags - and we nust.

On the other hand, the present spiritual upheaval in Gerrany
can be utillised by both countries for the necessary and urgent
emancipation of the subject matter in Adult Education from the
common or average conception of tie academic special sciences.

A way out of the difficulties which both countries ars
facing, I see in a systematic reorganisation ofthe present
amateur exchange of young people from both countries (by short
trips, invitations, etc.) A Cerman student who goes to England,
without any knowledge of German Adult Education, and on the othsr
hand, an Englishman in Germany who perhaps, is interested in our
youth movement without havin. lived ar worked in an Bnglish
settlement or school, can bo of 1little help in either cause.
It were quite another matter, when toth had been prepared in their
own countries, and go across with tho eupressed approval of their
elder countrynmen, %o rendsr guch help as may bring about a sociel
and spiritual supplementation betwoen the two countries. There
young representatives may also, at ths sarc tire, give an indirect
incentive to the tutors and Adult Education teachors of the country
they are vigiting. Tra¥elling from cne centre to the other and
asking introductions, they can help to bring about the co-cperation
of omall groups of tutors. The co-operation of the teachors of one
centre is not the only form of grauping to be desired. It seems to
be in most cases-a merely formal unity of organisation. There are
some extraordinary valuable exceptlons, as the enthusiasm of the
Nottingham staff. But the visitor has realised in other places tbh
coincidence of splendid organisation, good personal comradeship
and absolute isolation of thought and doctirines. In Adult
Tducation one teacher is no tsacher, one warden is no warden.
Not orly that the eplendid isclation will act im direction of
nsrveus exHaustion - nearly everywhere wo meet overworlked men and
woment in Adult Education - but the efficiency of a couple o?f




