Address Delivered Befors Parent Teachers Assocliation of
8hady H11l School, Honday Evening, Wovember 18, 1954,
by Professor Eugen Rosenstock-fifisay

Ladies and gentlemen, snd co-parents of Shady Hill School, it gives
me grest comfort to state in the begimning the fact that on Fridey of this
week ab eleven o'clock in the morning you will be able to hear sbout our sub-
Ject a2 muich better speech made by a great empert on this subject—Professor
Mayo of the Harvard Business Sehool, smd T shall not miss the opportunity to
tell m that all you are missing this evening you will find there. Vhen I
heard that, I was doubly sorgy that Hiss Teylor hed already gq%m ny word
that I should ,ss\e;ak herd. ~

If you feel thed I an overlooking this evening somevhst the side of
the ¢hild, and am desling more with our contribution to the a@@aﬁion of the
child, then pleage recall that after gll there are present kmm g0 meny
teashers of children that I shall look at the subject in the same wey as our
chairman did when he asked us to look et the situation where; children are
edugated during our aba@ee.

The real queatie;m comes up, how far we who are experiencing wmodsrn
life snd ite chenges, its meny surprising turns—not only prosperity at:cs deo~
pression, but professional chenges all the time-~how we perhaps can tum“over

. to our childrem our experiemce; becsuse we feel that this doesn't work natur-

ally by itself, from the fact that the child has no opportunity to see how
its pavemts behave at work.

The old times didn‘t lmow the problem of the educadion of the child.
The child had to be introduced into the forms of society, snd society was a
soelety of the adults. Today his majesty, the child, educates his parents.,
There is the funny situation that parvents sre afraid to educste their children.
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‘!hey lat them goj; they think the children must develop thelr own talents as
frealy es possible.

Adult educetion meens, £irst of all, that the children educate their
parents; and second, that there is sn orgsnized movement which ealls itpelf
#adult education.' And so, wlll you plesse allow me to draw your attentlon
to the fact that in the modern world a certain amount of intevest is shifted
from the problem of the children's education to the problem of the edueation
of the adult. If we can find out the reasona, the eausos for this situation,
perbaps we shall then be able to see a way 'In which en educated parent can
partieipate in the adueation of his childrem.

This movement of adult education ig not quite young. fThe most
pogzaling fact sbout it is theb it does not exist in Frence, is unlkmown in
modern Russia. It is a movememt which spramg up in MEngland at firet, spread
to Germeny, and then came over to America some fifteen years ago. We boday
£ind an Americen Institute of Adult Edueation in Bew York, an English Institute
oi’ M.ult Education in London, snd a World Institute of Adult Bducetion in
Gemm {9). The very fact that the Anglo-Saxon countries and Germany know
about this problem, md; that Pranee and Bussia don't, leads us bo the guestion
of why we sa;amially are concerned-why we are asking ourselves about the
situation of the adult,

To be a father or 2 mother means, in gensral, to be responsible, If
we gek what an adult ig, it is certasinly somebody whe is, in one way or the
other, alonej who has, in one way or another, respmsibility, He 1ig com-
pletely alena, not *ée be replaced except by a vez-y artificial means. Any men
can be ealled am adult if he is capable of aching as a guard, %o be on hie
watch in & situation which has been entrusted to him by seeclety, and which

gannot bs taken w&iﬁk&y by somebody elses /x Hot every adalt in the modern
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‘world gets his share of mrm‘ his funetion of acbing as an adult.

There are certain professions in which a man ls able to corry on the
aituabion of a responsible, isolated, persomal servant of soeiety; but there
are many other jobs and professions where he ls Just a cog in the machine--
where he never becomesz an adult by his work ovr his soelal funetion. There~
fore he mst try to become en adult in gpite of the faet that soclety doesn't
offer him the opportunity for it. Therefors, ln this society, where so meny
people are brested as phildren, adult educetion iz needed to make men adnlis,
%o offer them the chance to become adults.

On the other gide, France doesn't know adult education, for there
parenthood, motherhood, fatherhood, seem to be inbaset. They are not threst
ened ag mch by modern civilimation as they are in the rest of the industrial-
ized world. The Fremech, who started the nineteenth century system in a way,
have been able to escape ite bad feabures much better than any other country.
There the system works becsuse children are very much move under the suthor-
ity of their parents than in any other country. A young boy in France, even
today, accepts his wife at the hands of his mother and will marry the girl
%"@m selects. Wow, I dom't know how it is herel 8o where fatherhood
and motherhood are still working, there is o need for adult education.

There the family develops the semse of the children. There the parents
bolong to smother realm, the realm of the adults. The children recognlze
that they are in au‘hheri‘&y, end that the inheritence of the race, the heritage
for the future, is léaaf, kept if the children listen to the example and %o the
good snd wise advice given to them by thelr pevents.

If you go over to Rugsia, family life there has been sbolished.
Children don't cave for their parents, and perents have sbdicated entirely.

There can be no adult educebion movement, beceuse everyone wishes ﬁe be 8



youngster, They are all adoleseents.

There you have the two extremes between which we have to move. The
real trouble réally lies in this question of whether we avre sble, in s soclety
vhezre most of the adulis are children, irresponsible people, to achieve thig
isolated responsibility of a man who cmunot be rveplsesd by snybody elze, a
men who has & speelal neme, who has z specisl hemor, who has e speelal reputse~
tion; whether in such s soelety it is possible to betome adult in the real
sense of the word. This question depends very amuch on whether our childrem
can learn snything from their parents. Otherwise it wounld be ms the Rusglemg
feel, ﬁhat except for gentimental ressons there is no need to bring children
into contsct with obsolete peeple.

How, the movement of adnlt education, to mentlon this once wore, meang
that parenthood education is at the core of the whole business, thet the leap
between youth and adult 1life is the real sbyss whiech ghould be bridged by a
kind of moral tralning or preparation. Everyons who 1s going to marry mist
be made conselous of his position as father or mother, beesuse you don't be-
come a father or a mother by bilology, bubt only by developing certain qualities
which you ezperience attar a bime. -

On the other hmd, is it possible o keep st ﬁhke;;e%f—wa who are
overwrought, overworked all dey and all the year round, to keep them so young
that they can show to their children sometimes their ¥gedond face,” which is
the face of greowth, of virgin country, where a men does not know what he cam
become, snd where he is as young s:s/ anybody elm, and where sll the roots for
the mtum mst 1ie,;;l;ze; gMgeamM l;y his éaily/w;rk in his gpecial
i‘isld?/l'f £o 1t would mean that jhm— two foroes mist be emphasized by adult
educstion. It doesn't mean nmral ingbruction; it mesng the experimaﬁ&g, or
the exereising, of the thirst, the desire for responsibility. Then it would

mean probsbly the power of being alones - Any mother ie alone if ghe deals with




“her ehildren. In dealing with her children, even the richest lady in New
York must sometimes realize that there is & definite thing involved--as you
know from the newspapers. A

Then, in the third place, it would mean that & man pust again and
again try to escape his specialimation, which in the modern world ruing a
man, because it deesn't develop his full personality. There was no question
of adult education in dsys where everybody worked as independently as the
modern physicisn sometimes can still woxk., This is perheps the most favored
profession todsay. In our country, of course, it is very interestihg to see
that the profesgion of the physiclan is gons. Illness Insurance has de~
stroyed the old independent doctors, They have all become employees, special
officlals in this insurance job, and therefore they are no longer like the

old physicien who grew and grew in his community, like Dr. Oliver Wemdell

Helmes, who became a character kpmown to everyone, I suppese, inm Boston for
thirty or forty years. In the old days the profession itself, our dally
work itself, helped us o become a person, because we were in full responsi-
bility, and this wes known o everybody else. Ith was a visible responsl- .
bility. Now there might be responsibility today, as well, but practically
all the opportunitles ;re dying out I’i;lﬂa?;chﬁlﬁia responsibility -besemes-
known and visible %o other people, and especlelly to our owm children. 8o
the third thing in adult education would be to get a man awsy from thie
deterioration of his whble being which deprives him of the full digaity of
his menbood and of ﬁiﬁa being sn adult.

The guestion of the right use of leisure is, as you might infer, one
of the first steps taken by the adult edncation movemembt. It is an abhempd
to revise, so to speak, the treditional customs of spending leisure time. |

I% is always & question of how far a men or a woman can be alone, dmn geb the




) po‘.l.e whieh springs up from thias power of belng alone. Papesl, the French

thinker, seld thab moet sins, most erimes, most vices, existed in this world
beemise go neny people refused to sband the strain of an empty room for ons
hourt

How, let us snalywe the wealmess of the adults. We shall, so to
speak, look forward to some remedies by which the adult ean appear to his
children as an adult, as a man belonging t¢ & reslm of experience, of author-
ity, of lesderchip, which will make i% worth while o the young people to meeb
them, %o live with them, to listen to them.

4 The weskness of the adult, the speclal weskness of the adult, is some-
thing which now has to do with the offieclal title of this little sddress. The
woskness of the adult debes mainly from the mamy chenges he goes through dur-
ing his 1ife. Imm't it quite simple to state the faet that in the old days
sn adult was somebody who had from time immemorial his religion? He had
inherited a fortune, or a little estate. He had a lifelong cibisenship in

his place. He had & profession for forty or fifty years, and if you teke
the school in those old days as the resl preparation for certain pmm,
- then the boy whe went 'to gremmar school was already preparing for his tusl-
ness after his twlitk; or thirteenth year. Such & men was in his profegsion
from his twelfth to his seventy-seventh year, and they became smasingly old

and were vigorous in their old deys. Then they would merry at thirty, and

&

i or £ifty years.
8o you geb mligioa, you get inheritsnce, you geb cltizenship, yrm

got profession, and you get marviage-—the five great powers in the life ef

any a&alﬁ-—pmpeﬂ;y, religiun, political allogianee, daily work, and &m

bringing of the famﬂy And sll this strengtheme a man, so that hg,gypm&;,_;_ﬁ,,
o his children not as & msn of one gensrabion, which would mesn perhsps R
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' L“thm:r years, nor of two generstions--simty yesrs; but as a man from time

immemoriasl. We always forget that the father and the mother repregenied o
thelr children not at all their own individual life, but a much, much bigger
and grester past life which was handed down through their parents to the chil-
dren, The mouthplece of this whole past was the fabher and the mother.

Fow, one thing afber the cther broke domn. Hot one of these Pive
properties of the adult can be seen in modern soclety as a rule. (Present
company oxcepbted.) And perhaps in thismimmyoﬁwﬁl allow me to say
that in every statement, in eveyy generailmeiion, there are thougands of
mpmons, and perhaps nobody in this room feels thet I know his ease. I
certainly do not. All that I can say to excuse py abbempt to deal in this
genersl way with our modern civilissbtion is thet there are exceptionsl ceses:
the physicisn, the sehoolmaster, the minister, who are sble to bring up their
children in different ways, because they have still a profession through
which shines the great pest. But they are only exceptiéns. They ave no
longer preclalming to the people that they are normal, that all the others
are rotben and wicked.

The genersl L3.m9:1:~osss:‘mn seems to be that religion hes becowe an in-
dividuel function which you can have two or three times a year./\ And them
you have property-—most of you have no property. QMQe, well, it beging
at twenty end life begins at femf.) The house has become the car. Let us
really turn to tl;:!m fact that the l;ma.aa of the adult became the car, and all
the cther exorescences of exisbtence seem to be little angles where m parkl
fometives you are at home, and sometimes you are st Shady Hill, and sometimes
you are somewhere else. A flab, an aspartment, a rented room has no real
nesning. | It c.a-nA be a very nice place, & very swaet, charming place, but it
hasatt poise, the sericusness of being the only place 'hmm cap be founds
You csn be found everywhere with the help of the delephone!
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_ emough to take a chance. And old age pensions will not shange fhis very

o what I really mean ig that it is not absuvd to think of the aduld
in modern %imes as being on the move all the time betweem different pladen.
Thet is the only thing the child knows. Why not turn into a vimg,whw
seemg %o be a vice? It is quite true that we have no permsnent home on this
earth, end T think the car is quite a symbolical expression of the only way

by which the adult can emphasise the fact that after all he has a permsnent
situation. This is permenent. You are forced into change by the conditions
of modern life, where nothing is stable, nothing can be believed beeause it

is old or besause it eomes o you from time immemorial. The whole burden of
aelaézion is pud on your shoulders. ‘b'.‘lw preaént generation of adults ls
burdened by this terrible thing: we have to select from all the values (f)
of the past. We ean only do this by experimenting, by experiencing that in
different periods of 1life we have to go through diffevent frames of value,
different frameworks of, well, behavior sud environment. We change our
envivonment, our group, our friendshipe, bessuse we alone, and nobody else,
no futurs and no past, ave resgonsible for thls selection of velues. Uosb
modern men are not able to do that. They do not select. They are jusd
attracted by advertisements. What is an advertisement? It is an stbempt
to draw your abbention 1;9 gome point. If you had some interssts yourself,

W :

“different forms of 1ife. 4nd this is tTue in the exbernal sense, in thab

a man changes his aﬁartment, his flat, his car, and then he goes on to chenge
his profession, and he is obliged to do thet beeause of wmemployment, begsnse
of permenent chenges in the soeial structure of soglety. Some professions
die out, others are invented, and you must be alert, fresh, and vigorous
mich, I suppose. 8o we live in o world of inseearity to such a degres thad
the only way the adult can answer this challengs is %o keep himself ab |
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nbw to change. A man must be ready %o say "Wo," and ten years later to
say "Yes," where he pald "Wo® intensely ten years before. And this is move
then one single individual can go through.
iIn the old days, the msn and the women were supporbed by big, great,

EROTECUE, immmrial support. gei seek for gupport, for a certain amount of
relief to bm;wﬁ?’ Mrdeaa;}\N ‘I's seems to me that in modern soclety every
man looks for help not in the past, but smeng his contemporaries. There is

p i xpomes of speripus by g, st s, thry e St MR AT
Vodern man wmay come into the sane a‘&iow ag any off his nambara, 80 tha.t o 2
in fighting his neighbor, politicslly and sooielly, he is never quite sure / /““‘"‘W b
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vhether in ten years he will have to bake the other side because he has mqﬂ - J‘j £
\ “tahe
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new experience. The other thing is that :i.n ‘modern goclety you never are Yf:\«rj;’ﬂ*
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in the same boat with your neighbor at the seme time. In this given woment “%“’5 :

o

everybody has a different struggle.

In the old days you were 2 lifelong scholar in your business, and
you ecould of course exchange inm a friendly way sll the experiences. Bat
behind all the talk which goes on always of common professional inberest, the
desper feeling remains tl;a‘&. you are not gquite in the same bosat with the man
who shares your proféssion. nﬁy years ago, two lawyers, two physiclans,
two ministers, two scholars knew where they werse. These were all men who

were gafe, were sure that their friendship, their comradeshlp, their coopera-
tion would lest. Nc;w there is cooperation, there is kindliness, there is
smilings tud behind this smiling there is = definite resdiness on the part
of this certain profession or group to teke a chamee, 1o go on.

A1l the way through you will find your neighbor is no longer your
neighbory and on the other hand, you will find thet the strangest mm van

S
hmmmﬂ,ymma%r in a guestion ofsmgymaki&m%

school, in & question of veally vital and serious importente. So I fuel
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~-thal what happens in mcdern society, which a lot of us do not know, is that

-10 -

we sust try to kmow sboul the experiences of our contemporaries in such a
wey that in & given moment the exmperiences of others cen come 4o us as a
support, as something which hes anticipated our suffering, our doubts, our
troublss. You ecan't ask for advice of your colleague; you need somebody .
who hag lived. We must learn from such = man who went through this exper-

ience before, how to (t;;x(é(ﬁes and loyalties, and how to pub up new bindings.
The guestlon of making contacts and of giving upy contacte besones
a most serious and a nost urgmc guegtion in t.ha life of the adult; becmise
if you have to chamge more than once, not only 1eavﬁ.ng your parents' house,
t;h{mgu can!t pay so much for svery aha,:ige, of faith, of mergyﬂ-
#1 these things phdf prevent you from going into the chenge with joy,
pleagure, and daligmw I think the art of meking contacts is developed in
thie country to a grest extent, and m. is giw natural bere becmuse change
was ab the bottom of this life hm)in—% ploneering period all the time.
But the question is now not only how to make contascts, but how do
give up old loyslties. A man is not a maﬁ if he cennot, even during g oo
short marriasge of ten years, be devoted, be sincere, be complete, whole-
hearted in this period of his life. He must find a wey to restore his
intensity to these short chapters of life. In modern civilisation it
geams to me that one thing works quite well: the making of new contachs.
This is guite an art. The greater wisdom is perhaps how to be careful
in losing these contacts. -E% I think that is the principal point with
ell this knowledge about 8ll our stabions of 1ife: how to live through $hesge
ten, twenty, thirbty years during which we are allowed 4o stey on in a definite
cerbain framework, to live there with the aw":e infinite devotion which wes

natural to our sncestors, becmmsze they knew that they were WWW”M@ e
pest. This works quite wonderfully in some cases 21 kmow.  You m*‘t




famla% it very well, but you feel that you hawve to go through the same
experience. This strengthens your own situation, beeause you are not alone.
He (your neighbor) has prepared it. There is not a past, but an exchange,
which makes you stay for two or three years, and him stay for two or three,
or ten years., You have to carry out the whole experience. Parenthood
comes down %o you as & full burden, becamuse you know that at this moment
other vecple are divoreing. Therefore it becomes more importent for you,
vhere you have a oﬁhilé, where you mst falfild the job, se Yo apeak, for sl
the others. Phizg is & very queer situabtion, where some people represent a

gor &t
: m&(wmw hes oome %o all end everybody in some glven moment, but which

has not come o everybody in every given moment. <{This can only be accom-
plished) if parents meet amd if the playground of the mhwl becomes the
neeting place of the parents, so to smak.}ﬁ'

The child can no longer pay much sbbtention to the warying, chenging
activities of his pavents. The child wishes to see = sbable soclety, and
is not apt %o be sble to understand thet ssch week-end must be spent in a
diftsrm 91&@3». .. Weny parmts are concerned with the game thing, 8o the

Alan hirageel  Oueinel vwm s, nm oy 2 ’ﬂ"" Calr. s Pt

question of baing teaehér, father, responsible adult, hosomes visible to him.

8o the sehool sysbem shifts Lfrom monarchy to democracy in thie gense, thab
the edult meﬁ &m »»»»» bzr one teacher or one father or one mether, bubt there
mat be a plural. ‘l‘his corresponds to the actual situstion of the one-child
family st home, and the two or three fathers and mothers a child could .hmc-
The regular, natural gituation of the parent iz that in the old world
adult ﬁean’s not only to be practically alone in responsibllity, bubt to be
oppesed always to & majority of young people. There were always more chil-
dren than there were fathers and mothers. The father used to say, "lyself
and family;® now today the child says, "I and family.® The change in
numbers between the old and the young gemeration is inmereasingly deberiorating
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“ghe sbandard of the adults, beganse, as you know, old sge will become

school, for the very simple reason that

bestase

A

L/ natural, and youth will be reguired all the time. The proportion of old
‘men is becoming move and more prevelling in wmodern soclety, se the statistloes

show, and youth will have the value of rarity. The one c¢hild to the wany
adults—that is the queer new sidtuation of the modern world.

How, what would be the way cut of this? | I mppam, fireh of &ll, we
ghould try to give responsibility, to give personslity to the chlld as ecarly
as possible. The grest thing in the modern sehool, I think, quite independent
from sy schedule, from any program of certain lectures on history or something
of that sort, is the division of the school into responsible activities of the
children, so %o spesk, achivities where the child ip tzlken as a member of the
group. You try to give some respensibility %o every child where he is _aléne,
vhere he faces the cl.gasa, hag %o set as a teasher likewise. Wheyever you have
ploralism, you have the abttitude of ymth. This is the situation alweys of
the growing, the becoming, the listening, the walting group, who are a young
class becsuse they, of course, also walt for the mmi which will bring them
into responsible positions whm every one of them can ech alona./ﬁ:\ Fizah thay
Beet.in masses; wnd uase-Roell |

Wis will oper to ‘them into a world of adult responsibility.

3_31,.4

The cnild’ :i.s now divided, in the modern school, very mmeh, I think,
inte two partss one anticipating adult behavior by giving him responsibility,
and the ohharh&' where he ig sllowed bo be a child beesuse there are more
then he in the same position. If you take the teacher and the children, it is
always by principle the opposition o’f‘ the one men holding res@msibﬂit‘y, alone,
and the many young, growing, walting., This is now no longer allowsd $o any
comgregation, to sy group. It is no longer allowsd to the teachers in the

you make tham ymg mmcm,
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because modern soeliety offers us very seldom the oppo & of beoong |

adult by instinet. Therefore the school anticipstes sll kinds of ways of
glving responsibility. I anwaé that is at the core of the professionsl
school, behind all the special questions. How far can you go in giving
vegponsibility to a child in work, in discovery, in studying the fuet for
himself? ma isolation, his loneliness is afber sll the only wey into the
resl life of a man, am adult, if he shall become momebody who counts. The

S S TR - o
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program, then, of the school which works out wﬁ«;yw of lebting hin dig-
ecover the thing himself seems tsq be less interesbing then to try to make
the child take o definite s%epﬁ;;f"?n@ own responsibility, It is possible
he will mise the step. But the mistake becomes more precions, nore impor-
tant, than the right thing, . The complete change in the education of the
modsrn child ip that we ave just wishing to see him make mistakes, besuuse
o be correct, to comply with all the rules and ragulaﬂms‘mnm mean that
he would never grow. They must get this desire for Jmpmg, for bresking
out, for trying themselves.

This is & problem g.ot of the children at #1l. It iz ¢ guestion of
the soeiety of the adulbs. After all, the school delivers these children
into a world of adults and has %o desl with the fact that few are sble to

become adults by the influence of theiy envirvonment. They have to go againsd

this influence of 2 too well regulated industrial society.

The seeond thing, I suppose, is that the children must see for them-
selves thet the world 1s changing, theb the world is already chenging. The
changing world can only be lived through if we ourselves have the polse, the
power of steying alone. And this, I think, is the sesond question, which .
the child cen only realige, not in seeing his perents at homs, but in seeing

them at common work. ~You can't teke your children into your office where

(o ,
you are at work. The typewriter looks quite the same in every office now.




the middle field between the deserted home and the too Yb:Lg universal 1ife

which goes on in fagtories, oﬂ‘icas, seens to me -ko the achool, We par- ‘
ents do not meet here Just for senbimental maszms, ”Efmse hsrm speclal
activities or special interests are filed (aet aaidcj b}‘A‘QC;aQ group, and get
meening baganse the group is able to diatingaﬁ.mh between the unanimity of the

adults and the personality of the asingle person. This question mmst be

beeauze people are mot abls to pase Judgwemt on the values of smy guestlion

1f they have not learned this polarization between the group and the person.
8o you see immediately the ground for asdults, which becomes vigible 4o the
children as the field of aetivities of their paﬁemt»m The s¢hool begomes

in modern deys this new thimg which is developing, of which this meeting heve
is a good example, baemée the parents mist be seen in their setivities by
the young genevation. This was never n@smm before. It seems to me
gquite inevitsble now. The child must be enscoursged to escape, to avold the
proletarianism, the mere hopeless existence of the moment, of the day, o
avoid this tervrible breakdown of the very intensity of life--if it splits ite
life into seconds of useléss movie going, if it doesn't see that its parents
are scbuslly moving in s group of soclal friendship and sre operating there,
using independence snd judgment, in a group where the chiléd Aitself cam feel
that the whole commnity is at stake, which is true about the school more

e

than snywhere else.
! Lo gamued
The school is no longer interested in the legburss only, but in the
fact that the ehild mist meet more then one teacher to see how differeut

pecple hendle the same business, and to see how different !mméama ave

sehogl 14 Syrmed from &

The whole

hmdled by the gsame person, aleo.
a«-&‘s&x@é%
This mean % now for the .

mmhas&sints nwmw‘?&i@m’ k
§ &g Loy Thsteapliam Lok Voo
/frm&ma there is room for ihe
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“yofka there represents the rest of them, represents pavebthovod. I is
mposgihle for all of us to do that. Bud here sgalt you see this permanent

A e

“viesriste. The function of society must be represented. in one way or the
other, or our children, as you sald before, would be in paradise first,
and laber ir & hell of life.

The two-generation school, I should like to call this organization.

You can't only beget children in the modexn world; you must weke
vistls /\m:mw, the cheracter, the responsibility of parents toward
spoiety. This cemnot be done by fseding their vanity bsesmse their parents
are distimguished people, or smything like that. They muat feel this
without words, without talky it mist heppen. The thirst of any child to
see the wc:a‘k;!.ng commmity end to see the nebion at work is tremendous. They

cantt gob thaa anywhere. They can only see it in a representative group
where there is no question of qumtity,‘ and where 811 the problems of the

commnity are represented. I don't see any other way out thun %o try to
aild up groups of common life betwesn adults and children, snd the mosh
natural point of meeting would be the school.

We have tried in Germeny msking the youngsters meet inm camps. Boys
between eighteen and tw&nw-ﬁve of a1l classes would meet, repregenting the
whole nation, representing children of workers, students, rich and poor,
girls and boys, without any social diastinctlons. In thie little modern camp
the adulie wonld meet. We *;&rﬁed this eight years ago ss sn experimenmtd,
and the youths, of course, just hated the business of inviting adults for
thres days to listen to thaz;; This was, so to spesk, mede the condition
of the whole businsss. They had to be rm to be patient, to bear the
burden of inviting the adults. You would feel what it was to be an adult,
to mest here a group of the nation, and to be questioned, to be obliged to -

spesk a common language, snd all of this in spite of their heavy distur ances

e i




and difforences. lMake Mr. Green and Mr. Morgsn meet in such a camp and have
them spesk to the same group about 2 certaln subject. It is quite s slrein.

1% means that the young people--fhis was really the result of $his
little experiment, to make clear wy point — It 1s not enough that the
slumi of Harvard come back to Harvard to colebrabe there. The reel need
will be in the fubure thet these youngsters must see thelr fathers having «
common interest whers no personal profit iz at steke, but whers they can for-
get themselves In a real work for the commumnity.

I begen by ststing that things are turned topsy tuxvy, thab the
childven are now the masters, amd the adults have to be educated--one child
and meny parents, comparsd to the old ides of traditionsl eduestion. Buk I
think there is & real effort in adult education. Edueation esn begin by
the preparation of the children for the life of the adult. There must bu &
real 1life of the adult first. The goel remains that children are allowed to
be ¢hildren, and edults are allewed to be adults.




Q 8ince we are living in guch an unstable and changing soeiety, a good
nmy people feel that sdolescents should mot be exposed too early to teo nany
choices. How do you feel about that?

} § I am asked whether the adolescent must be gpared, to to speak. Well,

w,mwm At wmaam

A LR, GRIR
lescent peems o me that he can ﬁak« up his “uf&f‘“,

The modern situation of the

choice. There are too many stimuli around him. Byt that is a different
thing from the point I wish to meke. With such a young man, if he is kuowm

%o take responsibilities in a group, a misteke should mot be laid upon his
shonlders in too heavy and e¢ruel a way., The difficulty is to build up be-
. 7 twean fifteen and thirty years

o find something like that is a very gemeral problem now. But I don't

think that there the adolescent is atmsed. He is abused if he is allowed
on the morning of Sunday to go to cimreh, to go to the pevies, to go to the
football game. He is allowed to choose between twenty girls emd takes the

§ cheapest one, the one who doesn't ask for more than twenty-five dollars for

% the week-emd.
- I feql thsm there are two periodss from fourteen to twenty-one, and

be hendled in a different wey. 1 am spoaking with not enough emﬁim, per-
haps. What I wish to say is that the first group, between fourteen and
twenty-one, is where the mistskes must still be made with the faﬂ:lng tkat

you avre a child of the family, that you belong %o amupuhichwilltﬂmu
end bear you sb eny cost, that no risk which you Sake will destroy the wﬂ»‘

expgrience, I suppose, ha % meh %o do with this kind of fre X choice. waw ]
& ST Borad, ',

nind to chocse twenly different things during one dsy. That is mo resl ﬁ"x}z Ly
e,
A,
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ties vhich surround you. I think the grest mistake of the Marmiens was bo
make the boy of fourteen into the man. The resl lador force can never become
s real individual personality in his job, in this modern cooperative sceiety,
where we all are grouped im such a strick and regulated way; es we ave in a
z;w‘;:g <7 T,
spital, for emxsmple. The best we can sey is that we are working @ a i
child in t,ha am farmer's heuao, where the child was working and mmg} f«»«e,.mff‘vﬁ:.&wgﬁ

M Cw(', {v}ﬁbtj fog w(d.«l,«\ ¥ <
So we need hzt wesn fonﬂnm aml‘ twenty-one this kind of fleld of ex- 4

perimentation, and then betwesn tweniy-one and twenty-elght we need an open i
field where the responsibility is, so to speak, openly borne by the youngsters 1
' L

themgelves. There mugt be the cooperation and the life of the others. Tou
see whai happened when the camps were never rum by the adults. The young-
sters would alwsys take all the risgks, arrange everything. It was all come

pletely on the youngsters! shoulders. There was no secretary, no assistant,
no hostess to take cars of them in this wsy. For the people between sightemn
and twenty-five, the important t&fﬁg j?f’ that they are acting and moving on
their own risk, 5but that there are pwple who teke the risk with them, being
in the baekﬁof 01l the experiments.

(2)

Historically the youngster, as I understand your analysis, beoame a
member of scolety, learning his way, coming up in the home. For many years »
in England it has been the custom for the youngster to go to boarding school
st quite an early age. Now in this country, with socelety changing so repidly, g
thet is for many families the easiest way. The ﬁmmgster leaves the influ- |
ence of the home at perhaps the age of thirtemn. ;

I think the modern system hes quite a different meaning from the old. ‘f'f
The boys who went %0 Ebton or to Harrow were 2 very smsll clasgs. Around them
the old class life was existing. . This litdle class was slways, 80 $o aposk,



QUESTIORS
A Tl s $aRaena
woudy\\ This was the English ides about it.

The main point was thet they were sure to meed thelr fathers after
this business. You ses, they would meet them in Parlisment, in civil pex~
vies, in the navy or the army. He would meet this set of pesple lmmediately
after he had left sehool.

How, take the modern conditions. The boy makes no friend of his
father, bocsuse there is no heredibary, aristoerstle class. What happens
%0 & boy of twenty is that he is leaming all the time for hls exsminetion,
and never comes %0 kumow the men he is leayning from. He has no fealing of
loyalty for the men who hss the job in the hospital. He just kileks him oud,
and thinks it is wonderful if he gets the Job. He has loyalty to his class,
to his college, to his teacher, perhaps. This was completely different in
the old boarding school system in England. Places were kept open for these
boys.

(8)

4] Mey I ask 4f it is possible to define adult in modern terms, where
we haven'd the emnahod profession, fortune, ete.?

A I reslly think that the gimple question of numbers counts. You are
treated as young in so far as you are looked at 28 ome smong many, and you are
treated as an adult in so far as you approach the single, unigue man., This
can now go on indefinmitely. Hswy people are treated now in their swmtie%h

P

year as children—in polities, for exemple, So far as a man is treated as
an individual, he is trested as am adult, The child and the adult is in us
at any given moment, The most simple thing, at the root of the thing, 1s
that youth is teken to be the group, and adult is men in the singuler, Youth
elways is struggling 4o beecome individual, to besome a person. 7 Adults are—
1f they are really adnlts—alone, persoralities, responsible pﬁdpla. In so




