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"And the End o f the world was long ago."

C r u x  o f  P h i l o s o p h y  

versus

G r o s s  o f  R e a l i t y

chaque la p in  y  fasse son corps -

T h e  s o i l  o f  T h o u g h t  

and

T h e  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  t h i n k e r

( The P la ton ic  problem Oder Die Heimat der Philosophie)

F a t h e r  H e n s o n '  o r

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  a d v e r s i t y .

I  am w r i t in g  w ith the door open fo r  another thousand years fo r  men 

to l i v e .

I  am w r i t in g  from my respect fo r  another twenty generations of my 

kind to come a f te r  me. From th is  respect my thought derives i t s  d i s c i 

p l ine . itom th is  respect, my map of /  r e a l i t y  derives i t s  o r ien ta t ion . 

When twenty or more sons of man sh a l l  f in d  our earth hab itab le , l i f e  

des irab le , e f fo r t  worthwhile, they must in h e r i t  purpose patience per

severance from our world of today. Hence, th e i r  po ten t ia l purpose pa>-' «. 

t ience and perseverance d ire c ts  my eva luation o f actua l fa c ts .

Man’ s a c tu a l i t ie s  are revealed by the past, h is  p o te n t ia l i t ie s  

l y  in  the fu ture . In th is  way, he i s  the most unnatural creature. For 

of nature, we know the p o te n t ia l i t ie s ,  by studying the past records, 

and, by means of techn ica l contrivances we know how to combine these 

p o te n t ia l i t ie s  fo r  ac tua l use in  the fu ture . /

Man however, i s  unnatural because he i s  f ree . He can rebuke h is  own 

past, and other man’ s actua l behaviour does not make law fo r  the free 

and independant soul of man. Engrossed w ith non-conformism, aye, even 

ensouled onto t h is  animating s p i r i t  o f freedom, any next generation i s  

an in f in i tu d e  of p o s s ib i l i t i è s  fo r  the good and e v i l .

No present body o f laws can d ic ta te  the fu ture . Our only way of 

catching up w ith our greatgrandchildren i s  to hand over to them those 

hero ic q u a l i t ie s  that make man unnatural; that he can endow the moment 

w ith permanence, that he can persevere in  a purpose, that he can /  fo r 

bear p a t ie n t ly  res is tance from fr ie nd  or foe, and that he can refound, 

recla im , restore  h is  d e f ic ie n t  a c tu a l i t y  by new p o s s ib i l i t i e s :  world 

without end. Indeed, t h is  word ’world without end’ seems a fa ls e  trans

la t io n  o f the B ib l i c a l  in  saecula saeculorum. Once we face the two op

posite  equations: nature = past p o s s ib i l i t i e s  ( physics)
+ future a c tu a l i t ie s  (techn ics)



man = past a c tu a l i t ie s  (h is tory)

+ future p o s s ib i l i t i e s  ( p o l i t i c s )

we might replace world without end b y ' 'man without end*. A fte r  a l l ,  

t h is  i s  the true in terrogation mark behind a l l  our: mental or techni

ca l e f fo r ts .  Nobody who w rites an a r t i c le ,  does research, re c ite s  a 

lesson, reads /  a paper, can f a i l  to  seek h is  o r ien ta t ion  in  the fu

ture. And the speaker who f a i l s  to t a lk  people, in to  th e i r  future, 

usua l ly  f a i l s  to have, any o r ien ta t ion  h imself. One century r id i c u 

led the meaning of speech as in v ig o ra t in g .o r ien ta t ion . I t  lowered 

language to the le ve l of a too l.  I t  thought of thought as a timeless 

mind asd ' 'as ‘ ^ ) language, purely a,s expression of thought. This
' .  f ' O 'O -f.'V  •

19th century stumbled r ig h t  in to  the WorldWar. And r ig h t l y  so. Since 

i t  declined "to be o r ien ta ted(by i t s  great grandchildren and prefered 

being d irected towards massman production.
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