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R e v o lu t io n  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t .

a  The word R e v o lu t io n  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t  i s  a  r a t h e r  yo u n g  w o rd .

A su d d en , un m anageable  e v e n t  t h a t  d e f i e s 'o u r  n o t io n s  o f  p e a c e  and o r d e r  

was c a l l e d ,  in  a n t i q u i t y ,  m u ta t io  re ru m . R e b e l l io n  and s e d i t i o n  o r  C i v i l  

War was u s e d  in  L a t in  f o r  th e  ’ c o c k - f i g h t ’ a s  th e - G r e e k  c a l l e d  i n t e r n a l  

s t r i f e  and f r a t r i c i d e  w it h in  one c i t y .

R e b e l l io n  o r  C i v i l  War o f t e n  c o u ld  be  lo n g  and s lo w  a f f a i r s ;  M u ta t io  

rerum  s t r e s s e s  more t h é * su d d e n , u n e x p e c te d  c h a r a c t e r .  R e b e l l io n  w as l a w l e s s ,  

m u ta t io  reru m  a  m e r e ly  d e s c r i p t i v e ' t e r m , '  w ith o u t  m o ra l q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  The 

te m p o ra l ch a n g e s  c o u ld  be c a l l e d  r e v e r s i o n s s  o r  v o lu m in a , t o o .  R e v o lu t io n  

was n o t  in  u s e ,  e x c e p t  fo r ^ th e  m e te m p s y c h o s is , th e  m ig r a t io n  o f  th e  s o u l  

th r o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  b o d ie s .

A f t e r  1200 A .D . h o w e v e r , t h i s  c h a n g e d . W ith  D a n te , R e v o lu t io n  i s  u s e d  

b f o r  th e  a s tr o n o m ic  /  r o t a t i o n  o f  s u n , moon and s t a r s .  And in  th e  l a t e  1 4 t h

C e n tu r y , th e  t u r m o i l . i n  I t a l i a n  c i t i e s * o f t e n  l e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  

o f  so  u n e x p e c te d  a  t y p e  t h a t  t h e y  f o r  t h e i r  b r e a t h  t a k i n g  a b r u p t n e s s ,  w ere  

c a l l e d  ' r e v o l u t i o n ' .  In  t h i s  same s e n s e ,  th e  I t a l i a n  term - seem ed t h e  o n ly  

a v a i l a b l e  w o rd , when H enry t h e  I V .  th e  H uguenot K in g  o f  P ra n c e  w en t t o  m ass 

in  15 9 4 . T h is  to o k  th e  b r e a t h  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  co u n trym en  and f b r  t h a t  r e a s o n  

seem s t o  h ave  b e e n  term ed ' l a  r é v o l u t i o n '  w i t h  a  lo a n  fro m  I t a l i a n  p o l i t i c a l  

t h e o r y  w h ich  a t  t h a t  t im e , in f l u e n c e d  t h e  ' p o l i t i c i a n s '  w id e l y .

In  a l l  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  th e  term  i s  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  v a l u e .  M o r a l ly ,  R e v o lu 

t i o n  b e fo r e  1 7 0 0 , c o u l d ’ be s t y l e d  + 0 , t h a t  i s  t o  s a y :  th e  e v e n t  i s  c o s m ic , 

t r a n s c e n d in g  th e  e a r t h , ; o f  a s t r o n o m ic a l  s i z e .  U s e l e s s  t o  a rg u e  a b o u t i t s  me

r i t s .  I t  was l i k e  h a i l  o r  r a i n ,  ' b eyo n d  m e '.  A r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h a n , was an  e v e n t  

c  s u r p a s s in g  /  human u n d e r s t a n d in g .

T h is  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  term  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  a n y  t h e o r y ,  a s  we s h a l l  

s e e  v e r y  s o o n . '

• I n  16 8 8 , th e  term  r e v o l u t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e ,  l o s t  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

th e  ' b e y o n d ' .  The W hig R e v o lu t io n  w as t h a t  f i r s t  c o s m ic  i n t r u s i o n  on th e  po

l i t i c a l  g lo b e  w h ich  was a c c la im e d  a s ' n o t  o n l y  enorm ous b u t  a s  G lo r io u s  a s  

w e l l . 'T h e  g r a t e f x i l l  a c c e p t a n c e  w as t h e  new f e a t u r e .  A R e v o lu t io n  d in n e r  to o k  

p la c e  a n n u a ly  on th e  5 ih  o f  N ovem ber.

R e v o lu t io n ,  in  E n g la n d , n e v e r  l o s t  i t s  p o s i t i v e  s i g n  o f  + , a f t e r  t h a t .

• T h is  i s  im p o rta n t  t o  rem em ber b e c a u s e  on th e  c o n t in e n t  o f  E u r o p e , t h i s  was 

n o t  s o .  T h e r e , R e v o lu t io n  was s t i l l  a n 1e v e n t  o f  + 0 , a s  t h e  F re n c h  and G er

man d i c t i o n a r i e s  o f - t h e  1 8 . c e n t u r y  show . The R e v o lu t io n ' w as n e i t h e r  ' g l o 

r i o u s '  n o r  ' p r o g r e s s i v e ' ,  n o r  ' i n e v i t a b l e ' .  I t  w as a  b r e a k  i n  c o n t i n u i t y ,  

u n p r e d i c t a b l e , u n m a n a g e a b le . /

d - In  t h e  A m erican  R e v o lu t io n ,  t h e : e le m e n t t h a t  we m o d em s w ou ld  c l a s s i f y

a s  ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ' w as n o t  i n  t h e 't e r m 1'R e  v o l u t i o n  a t  a l l .  F o r , a s  th e  norm 

f o r  a  R e v o lu t io n ,  th e  A m erican  R e v o l u t i o n i s t s  lo o k e d  b a c k  t o  16 8 8 . E ven  t o 

d a y , th e  10 , f i r s t  am endments t -  ' A m erican  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a r e  c a l l e d  a
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b i l l  o f  r i g h t s ;  and th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f - In d ep en d en ce  d e r iv e d  

th e  R ig h t  o f  R e s is t a n c e  from  16 8 8 . The A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  c o n ta in e d  a  r e 

v o l u t i o n a r y  e le m e n t; t h i s  h o w e v e r , i s  t o  be fo u n d  i n  th e  word A m e rica n . Hera* 

a  p o l i t i c a l  c r e a t e d  w as c u t  o u t  o f  t h e :w id e  r e a lm  o f  n a t u r e ,  and th e  m a n ife s t  

d e s t i n y  o f  th e  in h a b i t a n t s  o f  a  v a s t  c o n t in e n t  was d i s c l o s e d ,by- th e  a u t h o r i 

t y  o f  g e o g r a p h y .

The A m erican  R e v o lu t io n  was th e  r e a s s e r t i o n  o f  th e  G lo r io u s  R e v o lu t io n

p r i n c i p l e s ,  b u t  o f  th e  U n i t e d ■ S t a t e s  o f  <A f r i c a , was th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e v e n t .

' I  am an  A m e r ic a n ' ,  a  r e v o l u t i o n i s t  of-' 17 7 6  had t o  e x c la im  l e s t  he b e  m is t a 

ken, f o r  a  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t .  As a  r e v o l u t i o n i s t ,  he m ig h t h a ve  b e en  a  l o y a l i s t .  

The n o t io n  and term  o f  a  1r e v o l u t i o n a r y , a s  a  man who f o s t e r e d  f u t u r e  r e v o l u 

t i o n  was unknown a t  t h a t  t im e .  ; >

And now, we e n t e r ,  a n o th e r  p e r io d  w it h  .t h e  F rench; R e v o lu t io n .  The F re n c h , 

s h o t  th r o u g h  w ith  B r i t i s h  id e a s  and l o r a n s  ( ? )  fro m  th e  E n g l is h  e n lig h te n m e n t , 

e x p e c t e d ’ some g r e a t  e v e n t  i n  t h e ,su m m er;o f 1789« The f a l l ,  o f  th e  B a s t i l l e ,  on 

J u ly  14 s t h e y  t o o k  t o  be t h e  e q u iv a l e n t  o f  Jam es I I .  d e p a r t u r e  fro m  E n gla n d  

in  16 8 8 . O n ly , t h e y  e r r e d .  The f a l l  o f  th e  B a s t i l l e  was n o t ' th e  end o f  th e

1 6 4 1 . The f a l l  o f  th e  B a s t i l l e  n e e d e d 't o  be  f o l lo w e d .u p ,  t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d ,  

t o  be d e fe n d e d . T h u s , a f t e r  th e  14  o f  J u l y  1789} th e  co sm ic  e v e n t  o f  s u p e r

human v a l i d i t y ,  th e  R e v o lu t io n ,  w as c la im in g  f o r  human and p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  

b y  m o r t a ls .  The s u p p o r t e r s  o f  an e x i s t i n g , s t a t e  o f  R e v o lu t io n ,  w i t h  a  new an d , 

in  f a c t ,  a b su rd  te r m , w ere  c a l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  T h o se  who r e f u s e d  t o  s e e  

t h a t  th e  r e v o l u t i o n  had hap pen ed  and w as i r r e s i s t a b l e ,  becam e c o u n t e r r e v o lu 

t i o n a r i e s .  . .. . ■

The F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n ,  c a r r i e d  fo r w a r d  b y  R e v o l u t i o n a r ie s  a g a i n s t  C o u n te r  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  becam e th e  p a ra d ig m a  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  w o r ld . I t  w as th e

th e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  how t o  make a . n a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The G lo r io u s  R e v o lu t io n  

o f ’ an I s l a n d  was f o l lo w e d  b y  a  G r e a t  R e v o lu t io n  s e t t i n g  up  th e  la w  f o r  th e  

w h o le  c o n t i n e n t a l  w o r ld  o f  N a tio n s  a n d .a l lo w e d  th e  n a t i o n a l  d e m o cra ts  e v e r y 

w h ere  t o  t h in k  o f  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  p o t e n t i a l l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . . :■

Even t h e s e  l i b e r a l s ,  h o w e v e r , r e s e r v e d  th e  a d j e c t i v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t o  

t h a t  minimum o f  v i o l e n c e  and l a w l e s s n e s s  t h a t  s o c i e t y  had t o  p a s s  th r o u g h  in  

o r d e r  t o  sh ed  th e  f e u d a l  f u r .  R e v o lu t io n  th o u g h  p o s i t i v e  i n  r d s u i t ,  w as n o t  

a c c la im e d  a s  p o s i t i v e  i n  i t s e l f .  The t e r r o r  o f  17 9 4  s t r u c k . s o  d e ep  and p e o p le

The B r i t i s h  who w is h e d  t o  f o r e c l o s e  a n y  s e c o n d  G lo r io u s  R e v o lu t io n ,  r e 

s e n t e d  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  F re n c h  te r m . And t h e y ,  w ith  g r e a t  s a 

g a c i t y ,  c o in e d  a  p h r a s e  t h a t  e l im in a t e d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  i n f i l t r a t i o n  b y  r e -  

. v o l u t i o n a r i e s , e f f e c t i v e l y .  T h e ir  G lo r io u s  R e v o lu t io n  o f  1688 had t r a n s c e n 

ded  a l l  t h e  w i l f u l  p la n n in g  o r  p l o t t i n g  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s • As a  p a r a l l e l ,  f o r

e Principle / for a New; World? the creation therefore, not of the political

f s t r u g g l e .  I t  was a  b e g in n in g ,  t p  be com pared t o  th e  B r i t i s h  / : r e b e l l i o n  in

G r e a t  R e v o lu t io n ,  /  fro m  w h ich  M e x ico  and P o la n d , B e lg iu m  and G re e c e  d e r iv e d

h d is c la im e d  t o  be r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  e x c e p t  when no o t h e r  /  l a w f u l  w ay c o u ld  b e  

fo u n d . ' . r
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the 19th century, an equally objective 'revolution* was put in the place 
of the French. This was called 'Industrial Revolution'. In the usage of 
'Industrial Revolution', the predemocratic, pre-French way of thinking of 
a revolution was preserved in the English political dictionary.

Industrial Revolution corresponds / to Glorious Revolution about as 
accurately as sportsman to gentleman or as 19th centpry to 1 7th. It was 
a face-saving term because it allowed to liberalize British institutions 
without reference to the Jacobine principles of 1789 although, in fact, 
their pressure forced'the hands of the British Reformers throughout. In
dustrial Revolution, then, is a counterrevolutionary term, from the French 
viewpoint', or a term within the framework of English institutional life, 
for digesting new problems.

The objective Italian - astronomic - usage of Revolution, the objecti
ve mixed with positive appraisal (British - American), the subjective - ob
jective of the French did not exhaust the potentialities of our term.

In 1847» the Communists declared war to the French Revolution. They 
acclaimed the right of changing the political world in its entirtty logic
ally. / This is a remarkably bold attempt to insert Revolution in the rank 
and file of man-made products,"yet leaving to her the cosmic and universal 
character. All the alterations of the orbs from whom we do exist and cease 
to be", now had to become correlated to the process of logical dialectics 
of human brains: the unpredictable event that overthrows human political 
concepts. The World Revolution, was going to be, altogether, a logical, arith
metical, mathematical result, too.

The men who- predicted, forethought, precalculated revolution, long be
fore it happened or could happen, a kind of cooks of the revolution, became 
a new type of professionals. Anyone who shunned loyalties, legality, career 
and conventions of the existing order could claim to prelive and to antici-i .
p a te  t h a t  co s m ic  s u r p r i s e  o f  th e  f u t u r e ,  and / . l a b e l  h im s e l f  a  'r e v o l u t i o n a r y *

T h is  c o l d ,  t e c h n i c a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  u s a g e  o f  R e v o lu t io n  i s  in h e r e n t  t o  M arx

ia n  and B o ls h e v ik  p r i n c i p l e s .  W here t h e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n a r y ,d e f e n d e r s  o f  th e  

id e a s  o f  1789 a r e  h o t ,  l y r i c ,  p i t t o r e s q u e , , th e  R u s s ia n  c h e m is ts  and c o o k s  a r e  

d r y c u t ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  l o g i c a l .

Still it is important not to.mistake their aloofness and.coolness for 
the impartiality of a liberal observer.of Revolution. Nothing.would be more 
misleading. / The Marxian - Russian coldheadedness of social engineers of 
Revolution is balanced by their claim of being scientific.'- The sober, cold 
private individual may see his own interests. The revolutionaries of the 
World Revolution claim to realize the world's laws, the world's process of 
evolution. This superb arrogance of knowing the divine spirit and its move
ments to the minute, makes them akin with the former worshippers of super
human Revolutions.. .

Nearer and nearer does man get to the cosmic universality arid scienti
fic necessity implied in our term. When it was used first, in Italy, the
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p o l i t i c a l  u n i t y  was s m a l l e s t ,  a  c i t y ;  th e , a s tr o n o m ic  and c e l e s t i a l  d i g n i t y  

o f  th e  term  was i n  a l l  th e  m in d s .; I n  g l o r i o u s  R e v o lu t io n ,  t h e ,t e r m  co n q u er

ed a  w h ole  n a t io n ,  i n  th e  G r e a t  R e v o lu t io n  th e  c i v i l i z e d  n a t io n ,  i n  th e  r 

R u s s ia n  th e  W o r ld ., I t . i s ,  t o d a y ,  n e a r e s t  t o  a  u n i v e r s a l  e v e n t ,,  i n c l u d in g  

a l l  o f  u s  /  i n e s c a p a b ly ,  i n  o u r .w a y s ,o f  t h i n k i n g ,  w o r k in g , p la n n in g , h o p in g  

o r  f e a r i n g .  The f a s c i s t  p o w ers a r e .m a k in g  Communism th e  i s s u e  in  C h in a  and 

J a p a n , in  S p a in  and B r a z i l .  As i f  i t , w e r e  a  c o m p e n sa tio n  t o ,.^ h is ,g r o w t h  in t o  

a  u n i v e r s a l  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  we t h in k  o f  th e  p a r t  t o  he p la y e d  i n  i t  b y  man, t o  

a  l a r g e r  e x t e n t  th a n  f o u r  h u n dred  y e a r s  a g o . T h en , th e  e v e n t  w a s ,b e y o n d  a l l  

human p la n n in g .  T o d a y , i t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  we may becom e c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  m a e l-  

s tre a m  we a r e  i n ,  in  t im e . We may tim e  th e  co sm ic  e v e n t .

R e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  s k y  A re a  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n Human s h a re

1400

1688

1789

1917

c i t y none

c o u n t r y , p o s i t i v e  a p p r a i

s a l ,  g r a t e f u l

a c c e p t a n c e

c i v i l i s a t i o n d e fe n c e  o f  i t s

id e a s

w o r ld c o n s c io u s  o f  i t s

m a t e r i a l s

The P h i l i s t i n e s  o f  R e v o lu t io n .

A l l  th e  f o u r  u s a g e s  w h ich  we l i s t e d ,  a g r e e  i n  one v ie w p o in t .  A l l  o f  

them r e s p e c t  R e v o lu t io n  a s  a  co s m ic  f a c t  a b o u t w h ich  t h e r e  i s  no a rg u m en t.

I t  may be l i k e  a  th u n d e r s to r m , i t  may be one G lo u o u s and g r a c io u s  O p e n in g , 

on ce  and f o r  e v e r ,  i t  may be  th e  Dawn o f  R e aso n  f o r  a l l  th e  c i v i l i s e d  n a 

t i o n s  o r  a s  w ith  R u s s ia n s ,  i t  may be  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a  p e r p e t u a l  w o r ld -  

s t r u g g l e  o f  th e  u n d e rd o g  -  i n  a l l  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  th e  s p e a k e r  who u s e s  th e  

te r m , bows t o  g r e a t  superhum an n e c e s s i t i e s .

T h e re  e x i s t s ,  h o w e v e r , t h e  o v e rw h e lm in g  m a j o r i t y  o f  P h i l i s t i n e s  who 

s im p ly  w is h  t o  b e  l e f t  a lo n e ,  w i t h  t h e i r  e v e r y  d a y  P e a c e  and e v o l u t i o n  and 

e n d le s s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i n g s .  To them , r e v o l u t i o n s ,  e v e n  t o d a y ,  a r e  th e  

t h in g s  t h a t  s im p ly  o u g h t n o t  t o  b e .  / " T h e y  p r o fa n e  and a b u se  i t  a s  an  a b 

o r t i o n ,  l i k e  a n y  c r im e . R e v o lu t io n  i s  m a d n e ss, t o  th em , s t e r i l e ,  d e s t r u c t i v e .  

I t  i s  o v its id e  th e  p a le  o f  th e  human a f f a i r s  w h ich  t h e y  d e ig n  t o  c o n s id e r ,  

l i k e  m useums, c o n c e r t s ,  d i s c o v e r i e s  e t c .  M r. S o r o k in  and M r. M erto n  a r e  

good  e x a m p le s  o f  w r i t e r s  on r e v o l u t i o n  who f e e l  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  

a r e  u n b ia s s e d ,  u n te m p te d , d i s i n t e r e s t e d  o n lo o k e r s .  T h ey  s e e  a  s t r a n g e ,  a l i e n ,  

a b o m in a b le  crow d and mob p s y c h o l o g y ' d o m in e e r in g  d u r in g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n s  and 

t h e y  s h r u g  t h e i r  s h o u ld e r s .  T h is  g ro u p  i s  t h e  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t io n a r y  g r o u p . I t  

c o n s i s t s  o f  t h a t  b r i t t l e  p a r t  o f  s o c i e t y  w h ich  i s  no l o n g e r  c o n d u c iv e  o f  e -  

l e c t r i c  w aves and s u b te r a n e a n  c u r r e n t s .  T h e se  P h i l i s t i n e s  /  o n ce  t h e y  becom e 

th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  r u l i n g  c l a s s , make t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n e v i t a b l e

P
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s in c e  t h e y  th e m s e lv e s  no lo n g e r  a r e  i n  to u c h  w it h  w hat i s  going:; on*

As i n  i l l n e s s e s  o f  th e . b o d y  o u r  .o n ly  s a f e t y  l i e s  i n  im m unity a c 

q u ir e d  b y  v a c c i n a t i o n  o r  s i m i l a r  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  th e  d i s e a s e ,  th e  o n ly  

a t t i t u d e  to w a rd s  r e v o l u t i o n s  o f , th e  b o d y  p o l i t i c  w h ich  p ro m is e s  s u r v i v a l ,  

i s  v a c c i n a t i o n .  A man who t h in k s  t h a t  n e v e r  c o u ld  he becom e a  r e v o l u t i o 

n a r y  e i t h e r  ig n o r e s  h i s  h e a r t  o r  h a s  n o n e . I n  b o th  c a s e s ,  he e x c lu d e s  him

s e l f  fro m  th e  bo d y o f  m ankind t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e s  r e v o lu t io n ® . A n d ,h e  d e n ie s  

th e  one g r e a t  t r u t h ,  co n v e y e d  b y  a l l  and e v e r y  r i g h t  u s a g e  o f  th e  term  

q R e v o lu t io n .  And t h i s  g r e a t  t r u t h  i s  /  t h a t  R e v o lu t io n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e s e r 

v e  t h e i r  nam e, m ust be! e v e n t s  o f  c o s m ic  r a n k ,  c o n c e r n in g  a l l  h u m a n ity , d i s 

c l o s i n g  new p o l i t i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  v a l i d  u n i v e r s a l l y .  And fu r th e r m o r e , t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  b r e a t h t a k i n g , ' s h o c k in g  e v e n t s .  The t o t a l i t y  o f  a  r e v o l u t i o n  

m ust in c lu d e  an yon e who w is h e s  t o  t a l k r  a b o u t i t .  A s c i e n t i s t  who t r i e s  t o  

t h e o r e t i z e  R e v o lu t io n  fro m  th e  o u t s i d e ,  c r i p p l e s  i t s  v e r y  o b j e c t  t o  i n s i g 

n i f i c a n c e .  The s c i e n t i s t  i s  n o t  e x p e c te d  t o  be o r  t o  becom e a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .

I  am n o n e . What h e , h o w ev er h a s  t o  a d m it t h a t  t h i s  o r  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  ,"3 

g iv e n  him  a  m e n ta l k n o c k o u t , t h a t  i t  h a s  o v e rth r o w n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  

r  t o  w h ic h , o t h e r w is e , he m ig h t c l i n g .  A r e v o l u t i o n  /  m ust u p s e t  th e  s t a n d a r d s

o f  common p l a c e  and common s e n s e  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n in g  o r  i t  i s  no c o s m ic  e v e n t .  

R e v o lu t io n ,  t h e n ,  i s  an e v e n t  t h a t  th r o w s  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  o u t  o f  g e a r ,

- — Why t h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e  and e v e n  i n e v i t a b l e ,  i s  n o t  u n d e r  d i s c u s s io n  h e r e ,  w here 

we t r y  t o  s a v e ,  from  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  s e v e n  h u n d red  y e a r s ,  th e  m a je s t y  o f  

th e  term  R e v o lu t io n .  A s an u n e x p e c te d  u n m a n a geab le  e v e n t  t h a t  o v e r th r o w s  o u r 

human n o t io n s ,  i t  c la im s  u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  and t h i s  word u n i v e r s a l  m ust be 

ta k e n  l i t t e r a l l y  e n o u g h . I t  m ust in c lu d e  th e  s o c i o l o g i s t s  who s t u d y  r e v o l u t i o n  

o r  i t  i s  no r e v o l u t i o n .

A co m p a riso n  may h e lp  u s .  I n  p h y s i c s ,  th e  e f f e c t  o f  d y n am ite  f a l l i n g  on 

s a  r o c k ,  w i l l  be s t u d ie d  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  /  s c ie n c e  d e a l i n g  w it h  d y n a m ite . The
J

r o c k 's  r e a c t i o n  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e n t  d y n a m ite . S i m i l a r l y ,  no 

m e d ic a l  man w i l l  d e s c r ib e  a  new rem ed y and o m it , i n  i t s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  i t s  e f 

f e c t s  on th e  human b o d y . Q u ite  th e  c o n t r a r y .  The b i o l o g i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  e a s i l y  

w i l l  p u t  th e  r e a c t i o n s  o f  h i s  p a t i e n t s  t o  h i s  new m e d ic in e  f i r s t .  T h e y  a r e  th e  

r e a l l y  im p o r ta n t  t h i n g .

W ith  a  r e v o l u t i o n ,  th e  m ind o f  th e  s o c i o l o g i s t  m ust be  s a t u r a t e d .  H is  

mind i s  s h o t  t h r o u g h  w it h  e m o t io n a l r e p e r c u s s io n s  from  th e  r e v o l u t i o n s  he 

h a s  s t u d i e d .  H is  b r a in  i s  t h e  r o c k ,  h i s  m ind i s  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  s y s te m  w h ich  

i s  r e a c t in g -  a g a i n s t  th e  v a c c i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  germ  r e v o l u t i o n .  A s a  r o c k  in  

t  a  w i s e l y  m a n ip u la te d  b l a s t i n g  w i l l  move o u t  o f  /  o u r  w a y , a s  a  m e d ic in e  w i l l

c u r e  t h e  p a t i e n t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a d m in is t e r e d  i n  a  s l i g h t  d o s i s ,  t h e  s h o c k  

fro m  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  th e  human m ind may b e  s m a ll .  O n ly , we m ust n o t  d e n y  

t h e  s h o c k . Or we d e n y  o u r s c i e n t i f i c  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  f a c t s .

P h y s i c a l  e v e n t s  a r e  m arked i n  r o c k s .  B i o l o g i c a l  e v e n t s  l e a v e  t h e i r  m arks 

i n  b o d i e s . S o c i a l  e v e n t s  a r e  r e t r a c e a b l e  th r o u g h  c h a n g e s  t h e y  p ro d u c e  i n  o u r
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