I have written this book to restors my Joy of living.

I have reconnected the greatest monuments of Weatern oivile

ization with the smallest creative asts of everyday life,
as they are cgomnnested in real peocple. This resonnection ]
is not superfluous. Any sssential chamge in humen constitution

makes such e rsconnection compelling. When s child sheds

its Pirst teeth, 1t should begin to learn and to go to {
sghool; the awareness of the first great change aske for ’

regognition by conssious effort. When boys and girls reach

the age of puberty, a new understanding is needed to sur~

vive the sudden revoluticn. When the adolesssnt leaves

father and mother, he must gain a philosophy of his own,
loest he remain immature through 1ife. The mental procesas

is vital %o the organism. In our days, cancer and arterioc-
sclerceis are the 3eylla and Charybdis of agimg psople who
abstain from a now mental stage, formerly called wisdom
and the power to teach, thoe power to eonvey thelr felth

to future gemerations. Without this power, cancer, lux-

urious growth of the partieular cells, or artericsclerosis,

an ossification, set in. Cancer snd arteriosclerocsis are
@mshewoed by the power to recognisze snd to simplify, and the
normal wisdom of our body and soul usually takes care of v

that e
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However, cancey and arteriosclerosis are not only
the 2eylls and Chargbdis of our individual bedies. The
oasifieation of modern totalitarisnism, and the disinte-
gration of individualism represent the same degenseration,
in the realm of polities. Any aging life is faoced by
idsntical dangers. Our commen ways of 1life - and these
common ways we call politics - our common waye of life are

imperiled by the Scylle of central government, end by the

Cherybdis of anarehy.

PTaking a deep breath, I have tried to resognize the
unity of our seientifio, political, sconomiec, and artistie
ways of 1life, through the ages, and thus, at a perilous
moment of my scholarship, my sociel and political and bioe
graphical experience, 1 have regained my Jjoy of living.
When the decadense of the fin de silescle, before 1914,
ruined my health, when the defeat of 1918 refuted my pol-
itical end historical seiences, when economiec anarohy
wrecked my forbune, and my educatlion work, when the dla-
bolical lie of 1933 wresked my fatherland, the spirit of
recognition aavod me in mind and soul and body, again and
againe.

Hly pubdisher seems to think that 1% may show its power

in readers during e new war and anarshy and revolubion as
we have them now, once more, because the spirit of resog-
g

nition which the whole war generation did possess, must

becoms virulent once more.
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The human mind partisipates in ths procesases of evoe-
" lution on our planet by no other means but by recogniszing
identities and differences within the phases of hils own
experisnce and of the oommon experiense. O0Often, it is
true, the intellect is taken to be a contemplative mirrep
or a skeptical observer of facts, a retlonaliszer, or a
elever lawyer of our own interests. The intellsat, to be
sure, may serve in all thess capacities. However, these
are all éonaturalizing prosesses. Badive we cen delegabe
the intellest to these minor roles, we all use him %o judge
over past and future, over that what is ocurs snd vhat is
yours. We must have lived through more than one stege, we
mist have loved more than one way of life, we must have
besome able to compare,; before we can think. The ehild is
ungble to learn before shedding ite teeth. Boy and girl
are unable to understand before itransforming puberty. HNen
and women are umable to know really and fully, before having
taken over responsibilitiss. Our ming depends on our gure
viving changes, on comparing notesy when a change depends
on our recognising this ehmg», then we may reeognige the
meaning behind the transient, the unanimity behind the
\ contradi bions.
As nations, men have & history of ages behind them.
They must acquire a new power of recognition or go childish
by dumping the previous sges on the dunghesp. Tho la%ei*
way, my own country is trying in this Seven Year VWar that
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started in 1933 when the Naszis merchsd through the Brandspne
burger Tor in Berlin, putting the cer before ths hovse,
eslsbresing the vietory at the begimning. Proslaiming
youth, adolegesnse, omnipotent, the castrated the potenay
of humen creativity. However, sincs the Seven Year War of
Prederick of Prussia was initisted by the mo-called Dipe
lomatie Revolutlion of 1758, weo may expect this tims, pere
heps, a diplomatic revolution to end this time the war
fought by the Germsns against sll the good spirits of thelr
encestors. Already, the war that, by Bitler, was deoptined
to tear up the Treaty of Versaillss, strangely has turned
into a war to tear up the ¥reaty of Brest-Litowsk. The
Hazis have lled that Germsm ¥y mever lost the werj now, ine
stead of undoing the Western Peage, they undo the Eastern
pease that seoaled the German victory of the Werld War.
Lying is always costly, more costly than the truth, and
always visited upon us in the mpost vnexpesited manner. The
Razis are losing themselves that what the cursed weaklings
of 1918 and 19219 neveyr did lose: Hastern Burope. This way
against Brest-Litowsk, like the Reichstag fire and the
Hunich explosimn, is fought by the Nagis themselves, in
their histrionie sapacity of steging pro and con, devil
and angel, themselves, in a kind of magic squars.

%hen I was a ehild, on:;m favorite pranks was
"wrestling with youraelf®. Ome of us would get uwp and

mark the two wrestlerss 1% was nod shadow boxings but the
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beld attempt to impersonate both fighters alternstively by
h"is gestures. Finally, he even wasz brought down to earth,

by himself, with a triumphant howl. and both his shoulder
blades touched the ground while he ssemed to kmeel slso ;
sver himgself. Somsthing of &§his spectaclsywe are witnessingy
it is a consummats study of the eomnsequences of systematie
iying. We ourselves execute the punishment for our blunders:
es Strindberg truthfully said: Our sin iz our only punishe
mente It 18 so much nicer not to sin. Sin has no other
punishment in store but itself. And that Bs bterrible enoughs
1% is real hell, the hell of the visious sivele. Having

to £ight, to be viestorlious against the Jews against the
#est, the Nazis lose in the East three times as muchs bDe-

cause hers, they lose themaselves.

Howaver . this may besto any man %o whamilliberacy is
not a solution, the burden of past nankradintiwa. past
oomplexities may besomo a rsal nightmare, &n our days.

Unwilling %o pard with the past, yeb does he genulnely
long for a great simplification. Where doss this slmplifice~
tion come from? ‘iha dangers for the fubture of mmn offey
the challenge for this simpli€ication. And to the normal
reader who feels reverenes for the past and impatience fop
the future, I am trying to hend over the power by whieh he
may recognize hias needs for the future in the revolutions
of the past, and may recognize, also, from hils present war®

revelution, the visions, laws and poems of the past, in

their true ereative power.




Man has done something during the last two thouasand

years which he rmst continue to do when he wishes to sur-

vive as a men. He has loved his enemiss in polities. And
by admitting his rational ecounterpart te the sersle of hia
own l1life, has eschewed self-asdoration and sterility. Han

has insisted on interpreting every phase of his life-cyecle,
$0 1ts full espacity; he has arbtisulated hls experience on
avery step, consummatedly. The term HMan is not a metaphor
for French and English, and Italisns and Germans. Man has

trisd to apesk, through nations who felt respensible for
ments destiny. The svents in whish this artleulating of
one vital element in life's eternal alphabet burst forward
de profundis, from the bottomless pit of fear and despalr,
as a new faith and & new ecurags, these events are called
revolubtions in this book. Thelr imitations or dupllieatlons,
however, in other countries, are not given the same renk,
here. Those great events in which a new phase of our life
ayels was illuminemted have created all the greet powers of
oupr politieal worlds, end only they, in their inapiration,
have kept these powers alive to our pressnt day. %We all

‘ live on voloanoes, Gooethe has sald. All nations are further

k dovelopments and comscliously institubionalized revelutions.

Bvents in history that have the saeme msaning at dife

fapent times mmust bear Aifferent names. Peor this reason,

the French Revolution is not paralleled by the Russisn

Revolution but by the World War. The World War is the Veprld
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Revelution., The World War is that materialistic, matter-
of=feet Reformation of the World of Today by whileh the
1dealistiec Frenech Revolution and her century iz ended, op
if you prefer the term, continued. The Second outburst of
this World War, in 1939, 13, after the incubation, the germ
made virulent againe.

In 1931, I adeseated a Total Mobilization of all the
nations of Europs, %o meke a war avoldable, and to produsce
that virile and realistlc mentality which sould solve their
problem of union. The new war is anything "short of peace®,
that is %o say, it i3 not slmply & wary 4% is a revelutione
izing process involving all the neutrals as well as the bel-
ligerents. It may not seem inept, after thres months of

"all quist on tha Waﬂmm F‘ront", to speak of this war as 8
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has entieipated the new siltuation. And vhen ths readey
finds me spsaking of Burope's Sseond Peace, he will apply
this %o the pesge or btruce that muast come some day after
this war of nerves. %To the heirsg of a millesanium of nab-
lonal gtazohoba. and to the aneestors of an mwwinm
Great Soclety, I have tried to spesk. I am not talking

to the uprooted individual but to the soldier who defends
an 0ld snd creates a new order, who is a snoecsegsor and a
founder. I am furnishing him with the power to compare and
%o look through the politiecal and eultursl vosabularies op
lsngusges which must enbter into a higher form of unity, in
him and others, if we shall find pesse.




jherefore, 1 have blended two languages on 6very page.
yene is the language of ihe partisular national heritage
Just under consideration, the other the language created
by our soclal future and its needs. Both must be blended,
both must be branslated into each other before we may make
psaceée. Or more rightly, by translating them, we are on the
road to pesss already.

As the Faltboot represents the inspiration of the whole
Bavy to him who haa the spirit of recognition, so this bogk
is mesnt as a Faltboot model for him who longs for the
gpirit that teaches natlons how to love thelr enemies lest
they wither.

"Spase may produce new Worldsf Milton exclaimed. And
how could there be peacse 1 chaotic eonfusion could mot

give way to new worlds?

First Advent, 1539 Bugen Rosenstookeluesay




