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The Rise snd Pell of Nati-nalism end
Intern=tionslism

Mussolint hes deifled the State, ‘Hitler
hes d21fled the Wordic,xzndtions villefy =nd
densunce eech other end peocle gll over the
vorlcé lsment thet Netiomslism relgns supreme,
we gre told we -re fuced with = cholce:
Comnunism snd P2 cism. We are told -1lso it is
not s guestl-n of Communism or Fa:scism, that
sence can be atteined vhen n+«tions woul~” be
+1111ng to remove bteriff asnd quots re trictions
:md sllow the free f'ow of intarn=tionsl trrde.
Netins inc-ease their srmament e~penditures snd
“eersose heir nousing cutlsys. Ev:rybody
iraw thet =pother wer vill de~troy Burerne «ith
myre terror thsn the Grest Flcood. Yet evary
cruntey ferrifies Tts citizens vith 7e2dde=ning
vrensr-tl ng for ver ‘st will doom not ') the
Ty, tut unborn venerstions s wdll. wcenwvhille,
intern- ticnal meeornaic corf rences feil, Hull's .
trede tre-ties fall, Ven Zz®land's trszde prooosals
~eil, Bitlsh spressement folls, Intellectual
coop.retion feils. Am ricsms tslk gbout Isolation
snéd Coll-etive vecurity in the svent of & next
iar. As if the vorld were now st pex=cel! And
itrly +nd Usrmeny wege wer right before ~ur
wyves end eesrs ln our very xnldste Fsscist propa-
g-nda verchies the measses 11 over the vorld end
=dds to the disil tezrstion. Disintegrstiond
This 1 the vord thet describes the nre:ent
c.ndition of the rorld--lsck of direction, lsck of
convicti nsg, lack of under-tanding; =nd on the
other side, disillusionment, cynicism end in-
¢ifference.

: To understand the pre-ent trouble it 1is
racessery to go beck to the French ftevolution.
The ¥rench -<avolution ovromulgeted the tvo graat
neinel les of Nagtionalism =nd bLiberelism. Not
only the crivilegns »f the sristocrecy were -bolish
ed, but =1so evary trece of the 0ld respime:
the +dainisiretion system, nasmes ofid pl=sces end
rivers, irterns; teriff divisions, welghts snd
-merwsures sand the calendsr. Freance bDecame One and
lndivisible, coupletely snd extremely centralized.
I'o cverthrow the feudal yoke 1t was necessary -to
heve"patriots", soldiers of the nstion. And the
! nation wss det-rmines by Neture. To recover the

"n tursl” burderies of the land, which was

sctu 11y doene, ecsme the wsr cry. The Nation,
then, Wwss sn org=nizastion in Nature.
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Indgssoluble with the principle of
Ngtion@lism wss thst of Li:berelism or Individuel-
ism. The welfsre of the individusl wes tied up
“ith ths "~ t:grity of the Nstion. But tesson
dict-ted that 211 men h-d eyu<l rights =nd thet
the zovsrnment should rest, not on divine right
or the nnre- -~"nsbleness of descent, but on

the majority rvle of incdividuels. The individual
wes gusr-hteed his civil liberties. The road

to fame snd w-=22lth was opened to all talent

in defience of the o0ld sristocrstic traditions,

Luring the 1%th century the ideas of the
Revolution were carried all over Europes In the
n me of Netionslity 2nd its corollary, Self-
Deterain-tion, Napoleon fought to liberste the
Germsns, Itall-ns, Poles, Bohsmisnsg. And it was
elso in the name of “atio-ality thaet the Allies
aroused the mas-es to nverthrow Nsz-oleon. Lescite
the Holy Allisnce, Nstlzrelism and Liberslism,
hend in hend, soreed over the continent. The
revolutions in the '20's, '20's ang '40's,
Europesn injscope, testify to the strength of these
principles And sfter 1848 1t was still the power
of Natlonsglism thet unified Germany end Itsly.

At the sesme time, Netionslism promoted great
~ultursl achievements. Geniuses in art, oostry,
mrslic and 1'ter-ture, thovgh their work wes
universelly v-1id, vere acchalmed as n=atiorsl
heroes. indlvidu:l lrngusges vere evaltec and
m e ohiccts of nride. The Nation wes bound
togsther by its litersture =nd art, vhat Lelsisi
hes c:llec its "moral patrimony™.

Austrig-Hungery, howev-r, wgs s pre-national
nchievement, thst 1s, the State was not colncident
vith eny n=tionslity. Magysrs, Poles, Czechs,
foles, etc., 1lived eond intermscried within the
Em ire. The cultural chsarscteristics of the many
ntisrslities vare =2llovwes to flower instead of
being ers: sed snd the Bm-'re lived in hsrmony 1f
not in uvniformity.

smesnwhile, the indu-trieglizati n of Hurope
w=s proceeding rpsace. Nev machinery incre:sed
production, trade prospered end industry developed
:nd expsnded. UCapltslism was nurtured by the
doctrine of s ~ibersl Nationalism. Private
nroperty (for the ruling clesses) was corsidered
the es-entiel prerequisite for freedom. I,du=try,
trade, colonizetinn =nd finsrce, fostered by the
n-tiong, =dded to the ~rosperity of the nertion
as well ss of the capitalists. 4t ves the ege
of Lais ez-feire in roliticsl economicy, with the
State, not "intarfiring” but "protecting” end
"fostering" orivate enterprise, The teechno=




logicsl =dvsnce of pre-var dsys wes = boon to

~ rit=listic development. <The Nstions of Europe
begen e scronble for vorld msarkets which cul-
mir-ted in the War,

The grestest of 211 wars wss one of the
srortesfof 211 wers. Lt wes msrvelous how
qickly scierntific i:pl ments conld ki1ll hundreds
of thoussnds of men. In 4 yeesrs the destruction
wes over. A volceno hsd shsken the e:rth snd
peo0 le m=de believe it w-s only & bad dream.
whet < peraroxd ¢ The world Wsar nes settled on
# Nationslistic Dbesis. The four yesr sl-ughter
h<d not msde any 1iapression on the nstionel
steatesmen.

The War, of course, hsd creatednroblems
of its own. ®#vary man, womsn snd @hild in the
orbit of the civilized world hsd been involved.
Evsry cless in society hed be~n mohllized for
the struggle - cppitsli<ts =nd 1l=borers; te chers,
doctors, frrmars =nd vouth. Frocerty, 1 ves,
idesls h=d been de~troyed by the War. what was
going to be done sbout it? who wa= g:ing to
pey for it? But the statesmen of the duy were
wither sh- rtsighted or poverless snd the settle-
ment, 1f it c¢un be caslled such, was =long pre-
igr n ti:relistic lines. The entire tssk of
recor structi n, s problem for the whole world,
wsg to be attakked by individusl n=2tionss The
nrofound contradiction of such =z settlement, which
wos msde obvious to the "victors", wass stown
by the m«tt:r of reparstisns., 1he only way
Grrmany covlé ros ibly pey wes with goods. But
tals, n=turslly, would ~~set the french n tionsl
economys. <Yhe greast problems of the wsry; the
croblems of working tog=ther, of world oproductian
and distribution, of conservetion of resources,
vere left unsolved. Insteed, pre-war siogsns of
prosperity and progress snd n-ticnal soverelgnty
veiled the reslity.

S meth ng herpened towsrds the end of the War
thst nas m-de a» deep impres lon in the history of
the world: the itusslien ievolution. In 1919
Communiszt le-de~s thoVght the woment ripe for
the world iHevolutinn; but since it had slre=dy
h:ppened (the war), the sttempt wes psinfully
sbrndoned snd the Bolsnevists finelly proceeded
to the nrece-s:ry orgrnization of thet ®w:rst con-
tinental expsnse, the USSR,

The stevolution simed at the whole world. *%
rightfully recognirzec that the problem of the
proletarist could not be solved by individusl
nstions, But the peopnle of the rest of Europe mx
rere not all proletsrians and the ruling classes
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- logicel vorld. +*t norks the end of the combina=-

,

hed more to lose then chains. 1ln theix® corfusion
in {me f-ce of the reslities of the war snd in
thek® fesr of Rolshevism, there seemed nothing
more s0lid to cling to then netionsl treditions.
This confusion, nxxmxkkitz&xh;x mixed with fear
end hetred of Bolshevism, is exemrlified by the
rise of iug-olini in Itsly. He himself decleares
thot the Frscists haed no progrsm or doctrine in
its strug.le for power. They Rz& knew only

thet they were =gnainst meny things- -=geinst
Lib -relism, 3o0cialism =snd Bemocracy.

Am-ricen wdney, which coured into Burope
after “he war, h:lped to stsve off the day of
judgment. The dooressinn ceme 1in 1929, the
»nd of the c vitz2listic era. Unemployment,
los of foreign nfwxets, vov -rty, hunger- all
these feced the world ess they still do. Again
the =olution wss attempted by ind‘vidusl netions,
The s og:-ns of progress end prosperity were
still so powerful thst the reaslizstion of the
celenity weos ut off for ==versl yesrs. It did
not ssem to mztter that e currency chenge 1in Engleadd
effected prpces =11 over the world, or that
e turif chenge in one country rewcted in sll
o hers. The dawnlng consciousness thest n=tiompal
solutions waere imobent wass refe cted Wg by
Soclelist ' néd Communist gsins on the Continent.
There secemed to be s sub-conscious urge for the
workers of the world to unite snd cest off
n=tionsl bsrriers. The "litersl" democrutic
n:ting, still f-iling to grasp thet = vorld-
vide deoression called for s vworld-vide solution,
spelle” their ultimste doom by meking pos~ible the
rise of Acdolf Hitler.

Fascism is the last refuge of Nstionzslism.
Natiwn =1 Soclislism is » J”Q’t znd terrible
tr-nsitisnel st:ge. 4t iz the last effortkfl of
Nationszlism to solve the orob‘ems of a techme=~

tion of Netionalism with ~iberalism: it is
Nhetiornslism without Liberslic-m =nd Soclalism
without liberty.

If Wati-rslism outwsrdly seems to hsve
“gacherd its resk todey, what =re the evidences
of 1ts fe11°? ‘

Netionslism 1s vesring itself out. The «trein
of vorshipo ' ng n=tisnsl gods et the terrific oitch
of recent yesrs is reeching its breking ooint
Too much cendy ceuses regurghtstion. Too much
nrtionslism ceuses nauseati-n.
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feich, “ut he fourd it nece 'sary. Rconorleslly,

N

Netisnslism, furtherasre, hes tsken on a
new ccsat cslled dacislisme ecislism is the
devil'ls wsy of bresking down national sov:.reignty
send keeping the worst festures of Nationalish
arrogence. This n2w step itself repudiates the
concept of Nation as a"n -tural" =2nd geogrephic

unit couprlsing veople of the seme lsnguege and
liter-ture. HReclielism bresks down the barriers

of nation=1 wslls by in~iuding 1l "Aryens" regard-
less of rn=tio-=lity. It hss resched the pPoint wvhern
envone who v1ill accept Ngzi belisfs is = momber

of the Tnird deich.

Mare significent thsn the=e trans-nstionsl
idess sre sctugl facts =nd events. The economic
and cultursel interderendenne of the world is
vell known. Hitler msy have #hought he did
not wsnt to incorporéte non-Garmens in the

morally nd allitsrily ~he wvorld tod-y 1is
cdivide~ not into n:tisnsg but into blocs. =wngland
“nd frenece dore not sct withonit o2ne enother -nd
they both depend 'n iilc U.3. dussls is = bHloc by
hisrself. And Centrel Surope is formiing its u ity
;n spite of -, venes decrying the end of the

sov reignity of independent nstions". UGevmany
ne:cs the - roducts of Centrsl snd 3outh-eastern
zurope =nd the latter countries need Uerman
goods regardless of the viol:tiosns of orthodox
economics. Polsnd, Roum niz, Hung:ry, Greesce,
Bulgsria -- not one is s0v reign and independent,
Not one can =sct with-out the ndvice znd conwent
of ite mesters in Zuropes

Iln view of this 1t is =nemic to telk of
ngtionsl or inter-n-tionsl relstions. I, ter-
nationsl relstions assumes rel:tions between
equals, between sov reign snd independént units,
But ¢s m-mbers of trade unions, pr menufacturers
sgssocistinns, or medical socleties or churches,
we find our interests cannot be met by n=tiorsl
sction. 'hsy sre trsns-n-tionel =nd do not recog-
nize the ecépacity of the n=tional ucit to
cone with them. -

Internstionsl relstlions meens the beague of
“ations snd Hull's trede {tre-tles. The Lesgue
assumed that =very member| nstiozn, having one
vote, -age on equsl terms)amg REAXBXMEXXERXN
with every other. 1t sssumec that ell vere
equelly desirsble julces of oSne gnother. Secremé
Try Hull believes our trouble is™matter of trade
ba riers end that the solution can be resched by
independent =nd equal nnstions. Ag if Bulgamia
of #sthonisz or Uruguay could be treated on equal
terms with the British Empire or Germanyl As if
reciprtocal tregies could solve the world economic




problems +hen the Great industrial ené economic

entity of the new Uerman steich is not even
ir~luded. whst =& petty solutionme It is still
snother sttempt to solve world problems on g

nstionsl basis. ©ho ststesmen hess the guts

todsy to =dmit that the day of nstionsl soverelgnty
is overs Even Roosevelt's letter to the dictstors
lezded for a recognition of the sovsrolgnty

snd indepencence of - score of de-pendent

n=tionelities.

All this h=s not mesnt to discrecit
Natiornslism, but to snnounce 1ts desth. ‘'lhe
dYation hss been a re-) stngo in our historicel
arowth. “ationa]’pyoas music, litsrature have
added to the veristy and interest of life. In
netiorel u~its we have explolted resources,
discov:red nsw territories =snd encourszged the
development of mschinery amd the progess of
technology.

But the Natlon has passed as the desirable
urit of ovolitlesl orgsnizstion. with the Nation
R undesirsble snd reoulsive, to talk of relstions-
between Netlons or Internstionsl “elstions 1is
likevise cold, ps-sive, scademic, ihe new
sov reign unlt w111 be tne "bloc" or continent.
It will be =n economic unit. It will go beyond
the “ation and therefare, in its crestivemess,
+111l be sble té inspire the mssses, Secretary
Hull, instead of moking trad: treaties with
every single nation in Zurope will then mske
only two: one with Europe =nd one vith BEuvrssia.




