~=The Veonin: of 1"0relcma-

The word ”N ale” has been vers loogelv used to describe
2t quiescent stote of zroup swirit in wnich no individual hes
a,w com1191nt to oke. The term misnt be equally well anrlied
%0 a herd of cattle quietly arazin~ on & hillside ng to 2 -~rour
of humsn bein-g, It is a noor vord, a nezative word as custome
~ hrily emnloyed, Yorale is rmeh more thon stupid passivity,

Morale ig in i : enge o condition »of the gririt waich
arises from sood dlscinline and ite eternnl comunion: confidence,
It does not describe fthe state of nmi~d of 4w ko rre indifferent
and inactive, it =neze enirits are weves to o airh miteh of ~roun
activity and wrose individn~l and onllective cn rvacme dnee not Thny
dieilIneinn,

\

o

the meanin~ of

Aefent

Morzle ig thmg the Fonndertinm etone nf wictory, It iz as
necessarvy in the rursuit of neace 2¢ it i¢ on the battlefield, It
is the gine qua non of the mreservation of iastice amon~ =en, It
st be brousht into beings before democracr or anwr other ideolory
can be saved. Without it we ~re o nouse divided n ainst iteelf,
We st build it ~2¢ it con only be hilts  toroivh o vrebirth of
hish diecinline., We onlv rerrstucte onr wonnds Hv liekir~ then,
e must cut off the rart that offends the ~ole bodv., e masi
leave nothings to luckr accifent in the i-mrovement of our spirits.
We can and we will tild rorale,

Most of The ~noodnecs of ~en hags arisen out of crices vhinh

thev have faced. When some bnsic richt nre been thrertened or
~gome event has etirred the souls ~7 =g tire~ “ave oame Torvard ns
one to reascert the ri-ht anc the just., And wvet ver- often ~men
do not recosmize criseg until toer nve reet, They need the ner-—
cention and the vatchfulness oF their lecdere to reen them omave
of situctions omé issaes. Thev nees the stren~-th omd the +il1l of
their leaders in order *te turn everr event +a tne ~dvanta e of
zood discinlire and confidence. Thev need tre Ffervener of
urnose in their lecders me o logh to ins-ire self-rcspeet ~nd
zroun loralty.
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©America is to-dayr in the midet of r ¢
st mow more than ever sume the respons
“'As educators and 1eaiers of AN~ Men we
~relax our vigilance i~ brinsing fo the atte

all things which =11l inenire treir
“our comntry, our sovernment, our
18t reassure and reassure; we must
'1nteres and obedience, for &
! alnqt any foe, And the zres
It @astkhave no place in
~and devour us one by on
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reservation and for
that we shall mset
, else it will captiv-
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Let us set ur o ledre blindest of
“oour neople it mist sprear thot we as o g & democracy,
“are still solvent. We are in the red nownhere, but have s vast une
divided surplus of advantace st > : nelze 11 of
us weal*hr in the e ss o0d life. Ve, ~s Americang,
can renroduce fom selves the conrare nf oar fothere, ond the
“richness of treir spirit, United we con »nd will defend and ad-
:vanc@ evervtiine Anerican; wo cenoance we will refend snd nmrotect
the Conastitainn 2and i1tg i1l of rishts; ve ¢com ana v will e’
and advence ever free institntion of Amsric~ 0 hea hras oot ey
rigtinn “letarr, We oo orontev ]
tiet an thment aF Fire and had]
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they are lacking in that objectivity and significance that only
comes from continuity of effort and a more than translent purpose.

However, when hosts and guests, farmers old and farmers
new, are properly introduced to each other and helped by a third
element more or less excluslvely devoted to this purpose, these
two elements together can become partners in a group in which
tradition and change mix azain. In other words, we discount
the possibility of basing the future of Vermont on purely static
communities or purely dynamic movements, as of old. Ve propose
instead to make the perpetual and proper mixture of farmers old
and settlers new, the principle of one economic machine, The two
elements contain essential values for the functioning of the mach-
ine, We cannot expect neither that the old farmers will over-
throw their traditions nor that the new settlers understand thelr
values, But both elements together possess the tools for planning
and building un the mixed economy recommended by every expert in
a cooperative effort,

So far, the resettlement programs known to us have nearly
always segregated the farmers old and the farmers new. The very
names used in the neighborhood of settlement projects: "Sub-
commercial group," "Government farmers," etc. point to this trend
towards segregation. In our process, the farmers old and the
settlers new would come to know cach other and consider each other
as full paf%ners in the future of their community.

We shall try to set this process in motion in the fol-

lowing way:

We plan to acquire an area of from 700 to 1300 acres
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situated between several of our towns within the Councilts dis-
;trict, to ask Camp William James to build a reception center able
Végﬁreceive from & to 15 new families or settlers at a time, to
sfart a cooperative sheep ranch, a timber salvage cooperative, and
gimilar activities on this land as a project open for participation
to the existing farmers, and served by the new settlers, for an
ample training period, in the cavacity of foresters, shepherds, etce
on the place. The nlace would also serve as a soclal center and
"thereby lend dignity to the newcomers and to their relations with
the community. Since Camp William James would be a third social
group, on a younger age level, offering and receiving hospitality,
the integration of the three elements should not offer any serious
difficulty as our experience so far already has proven, I may
refer here to the letter by Ed., Flint as printed in the Congres-
sional Record of the United States Senate, page 507. As the

soclal activities, so will the economic cooperatives comprise the
farmers old and new,

Whenever a member of the receptlon center feels ready,
he may move on to a farm in one of the nine towns or anywhere
else. And certainly if he emnloys the help of the Farm Sec. As.,
or has learned his lesson well, his economy will be treatcd as a
part of the whole economic development. In this manner he would
neither have to flood the dairy market as a competitor nor have to
remain ig%the subcommercial group, but perhaps specialize hils

production for consumption and cooperative exchange.

The government so far has helped every group separately;
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the %armers old through the triple A, the extension scrvices, etc.y
the settlers new through I'Si, the campers through the CCC. Ve

now ask it to contemplate the notentialities of a pnerpetual inter-
play between these three groups. Only if the government releases
their creative powers can these groups stimulate each other nmtual-
ly in a common effort,

For tanls purpose these groups must be a2llowed to face
each other and to cooperate with each other. I'inancially, it |
would be necessary to recognize that funds for Ixtension Service,
Resettlement and CCC may supplement each other. For example,
while a loan can be given to a subcommercial farm by FSA, CCC
cannot protect and increase the security of this loan by curing
the desperate shortage of labor on this same farm, The AAA offers
phosphate and lime #nd plans programs for the farmers to plant
legunmes which shall retain and enrich the soil; they should also
strengthen the human fabric by admixing youthful and educated
helpers to the old-timers. Ilany niore farmers would make use of
the AAA programs if somebody could put the lime on their filelds,
And the conservation of the soil is not their individual concern;
it is of national importance, Vhile they build new hduses and
even community centers and town halls, they do not fill them with
significance and dignity, which only comes from the banding to-
gether in unselfish companies., The CCC is for the needy and pays
relielf wages, and by this false vocabulary, the green uniform

does not invest its carrier with the distinction of a voluntary

servant, The members of Camp William James were not allowed to
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state in the questionnaire the simple truth: that they wish to
serve their country. They have to profess that they are Ineedy',
These berriers of law and indolence are untenable.

e feel certain that as soon as the government becomes
conscious of the segregational trends of its present nolicy, it
will abandon them. Figeonhole a man, and his stature shrinks.

Y/e also are positive that the »neople of Vermont and‘American
youth are ready for and sywnathetic to the vital integration be-
tween Council and Camp as here oroposed.

If we do not explcit these gqualities all three, stabil-
ity of the integrated community, mobility of the adventurous
youth, and eagerness to get settled of the young married couples,
we must abandon all hope of keening either our country well popu-
lated or our population well settled. o other way has been shown

us by which to satisfy the needs of human nature and of economic

change, simultaneously.




