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YOUTH AND AUTHORITY
Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy

F O R  A m erican s, the title  “ y o u th  and a u th o rity ”  is a 
strange pair o f  w o rd s. A u th o r ity  has no n atural 

p lace  in  A m e rica n  trad ition . A u th o r ity ?  E u ro p e  reve led  
in  au th o rity ; A m e ric a  w as the E l  D o ra d o  o f n o n -co n 
fo rm ity . In  the U n ite d  States, e ig h ty - fo u r  d iffe ren t 
ch u rch es w e re  organ ized , and tw e n ty -e ig h t  separate 
denom inations m u stered  o v e r  one h u n d red  thousand 
m em bers each. A u th o ritie s  becam e as p le n tifu l as b la c k 
b erries; th e y  w e re  n ot taken  too  serio u sly . C e rta in ly  
there w as little  use in  tak in g  them  w ith  the sam e dead en 
in g  earnestness as th e y  w e re  taken  in  E u ro p e , w h e re  one 
single a u th o rity  u su a lly  held  s w a y  o v e r  a w h o le  te rr ito ry  
to the exc lu sio n  o f all others.

A n d  w h a t w as tru e  in  the past seem s to  be true again  
to d ay . A g a in , it is E u ro p e  and n ot A m e ric a  w h e re  
a u th o rity  is en th ron ed . T h e  them e “ y o u th  and au
th o r ity ”  is t im e ly  because o f  F a sc ist and C o m m u n ist 
trends in  the o ld er w o rld s . H e n c e , perhaps, y e s te rd a y  
and to d a y  d iffe r  o n ly  in  the fa c t  that this tim e the c r y  
fo r  au th o rity  has v a lid ity  fo r  A m e ric a  also, because o f  
o u r m em bersh ip  in  the C o m m o n w ealth  o f  W o r ld  H u 
m an ity . I f  and w h e n  w e  fin d  that the M en e  T e k e l  fro m  
across the P a c ific  as w e ll a§ the A tla n tic  has b earin g  on 
a u n iversal and pan -h um an  situation , w e  m ay , a lth ou gh  
re lu c ta n tly , have to  p la y  ball. H o w e v e r , b e fo re  w e
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adm it that the to p ic  has m ean ing fo r  A m e rica , w e  w ill 
have to see h o w  h ereto fo re  in  this c o u n try  o f  n o n -co n 
form ism  social au th o rity  o r social d iscip line has taken

shape.
A n d  this is w h at I p rop ose to do.
T h r e e  tim es A m e rica  has been  fa c e d  w ith  the d an ger 

o f  an arch y . U p  to the In d u stria l R e v o lu tio n , it w as  
re lig io u s an arch y . L a te r  on, the d an ger o f  edu cation al 
a n arch y  had to  be o verco m e. A n d , in  the last decade, w e  
had to m ake a n e w  start in fig h tin g  social a n arch y . H e n c e  
w e  m a y  d iv id e o u r diagnosis in to  three p arts; first, the 
phase o f  re lig io u s an a rc h y  and dissenters’ au thorities; 
second, the phase o f  ed u cation al a u th o rity ; th ird , the 
phase o f  n e w  social fears . T h e  an sw er to  the latter w e  
shall h ave to  d isco ver as w e  g o  alon g.

first p h a s e : d i s s e n t e rs’ a u t h o r i t i e s

In  w e ld in g  m ore than one lo ca l g ro u p  to geth er, the 
e n e rg y  ca lled  au th o rity  is indispensable. I ts  fu n ctio n  is 

to  u n ify  d iffe ren t lo ca l g ro u p s in  one spirit. A u th o r ity  
is the p o w e r  th at a llo w s p eo p le  in  d iffe re n t w a y s  o f  life  
to  tu rn  to  one and the sam e so u rce  o f  in sp iration . S in ce  
it is a fa c t  that despite o u r d iffe ren ces in  age, co lo r, creed , 
w o r k  and o ccu p atio n , n ation  and c o u n try , w e  m a y  be 
in sp ired  to u n an im ity , w e  k n o w  o f  the existen ce o f  
a u th o rity ; and perhaps, w ith o u t the existen ce o f  these 
c o n tra d ic to ry  qualities, w e  w o u ld  n ot have a n y  use fo r  
it. A s  it stands w ith  us, a u th o rity  secures the coopera
tion of people who differ, and, fo r  this reason , it is 
indispensable.

W h e n  sects settled  on these shores, the question  o f  au 
th o rity  had to be m et. A f t e r  all, these g ro u p s o f  rebels
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in re lig io n  and p o litics d id n ot live  as lone w o lv e s  but 
as con gregatio n s and n eigh bo rh o o d s and com panies. A l l  
the ch u rch es m entioned ab ove  adm in istered  m ore than 
one lo ca l cen ter o f  w o rsh ip . T h is  th e y  co u ld  n ot have 
done i f  th e y  had n ot w ie ld e d  som e m easure o f  sp iritu al 
au th o rity . P erson al in flu en ce m a y  be held  respon sib le  
fo r  the coh esion  o f  a p u re ly  lo ca l g ro u p ; and b ein g  p u re ly  
person al it m a y  be d iscoun ted  as a social fo rc e , in  this 
con n ectio n . T h e  quest fo r  au th o rity  g av e  b irth  in 
A m e rica  to  a g reat v a r ie ty  o f  typ es. T h e  fa th e r  o f  a 
U n itarian  fa m ily , the m o d erator o f  a N e w  E n g la n d  
T o w n  M eetin g , the Irish  p riest in  L o w e ll , th e y  all had 
to  have d iffe re n t qualities, and all, in  turn , d iffe red  fro m  
the lead in g  “ F r ie n d ”  in  the R e lig io u s  S o c ie ty  o f  F rien d s. 
T h e r e  w as a p len itu d e o f possib ilities fo r  au th o rity .

A n d  y e t , there w e re  authorities. T h e  h isto ry  o f  n on 

con fo rm ism  is, in  fa c t , a g ran d  schem e o f evo lu tio n . A l l  
possib le fo rm s o f  a u th o rity  e v o lv e  in  one m ajestic  se
quen ce. E a c h  species depen ded  on the sp ec ific  m om en t 
and on  the p articu lar  socia l stru ctu re  o f  the g ro u p  in 
question. W h e n  w e  su rv e y  the vario u s au thorities o f  
n o n -co n fo rm ism , w e  n otice  a m ean in g fu l V irg in ia  R e e l.

T h e  established ch u rch  o f  E n g la n d  b ein g  the stu m b lin g  
b lo c k  fo r  th eir dissent, the g ro u p s that cam e here first 
all c laim ed  to be the u n iversa l ch u rch , too , as P re s
b yterian s, R o m a n  C ath o lics, C o n gregatio n alists. L a te r , 
h o w e v e r, the g ro u p s that im m igrated  — M o rav ian s, M en - 
m onites, Q u ak ers, W e sle y a n s , B aptists, U n itarian s — w e re  
less cath o lic . T h e y  rep resen ted  the e ffo r t  o f  the m e r
ch an t and the cra ftsm an  an d  the fa rm e r  to  g iv e  exp ression  
to  th eir p articu la r  ca llin gs. N o  p ro fessio n al w a y  o f  life  
rem ained  w ith o u t satisfaction , in  this ste ad y  flo w  o f  n on -

YOUTH AND AUTHORITY 5



AMERICAN YOUTH
con fo rm ism . A lth o u g h  unable to co n q u er a w h o le  te rr i
to ry  to the exclu sion  o f r iv a l denom inations, these n e w e r 
sects en liven ed  e v e ry  stratum  o f  so c ie ty  w ith  innate 
leadership and “ in trap arie ta l”  au th o rity . E v e r y  stratum , 
th ereb y , p ro v e d  its r ig h t to  m ou ld  the life  o f  the spirit.

N o w  please note that all re lig io n  w as expressed  b y  
D issen ters’ authorities in  this c o u n try . T h is  m eans that 

in  A m erica^ even  the G r e e k  C ath o lics  and the R o m a n  
C ath o lics are D issenters w h e n  p ro p e r ly  un d erstood . T h e  
adults that cam e to  these shores did  n ot c la im  u n iversa l 
accep tan ce  o f  their p articu lar  fo rm  o f  au th o rity . A n d  
i f  the d a y  should  com e w h e n  a re lig io u s g ro u p  in  this 
c o u n try  fo rg e ts  the co ven an t u n d er w h ic h  it w as a llo w ed  
to establish itse lf here, and tries to dom ineer, it w ill  be 
this g ro u p ’s u n d oin g .

O n  the o th er hand, b e fo re  the In d u stria l R e v o lu tio n , 
these same D issenters n a iv e ly  co n ce iv e d  o f  th eir ch ild ren  
as h av in g  to  p erp etu ate  the w a y  o f  life  o f  th e ir parents. 
W e  do not und erstand  D issen ters ’ au thorities w ith o u t 
en visag in g  the com bin ation  o f  dissent am o n g adults and 
con sen t b etw een  paren ts and ch ild ren , w ith in  one sect.

I k n o w  o f  a g reat m in ister w h o , in  19 3 4 , on his death
bed, in  a P en n sy lv an ia  v illag e , called  fo r  his son, his 
su ccessor in  the m in istry , and to ld  him : “ M y  son, w e  
cam e to  this c o u n try , tw o  h u n d red -o d d  y e a rs  ago , b e 
cause w e  opposed  w a r ; it m a y  com e to pass that in this 
c o u n try  w e  no lo n g e r can  liv e  a c c o rd in g  to o u r stan d

ards; and I h o ld  y o u  respon sib le  fo r  k e e p in g  o u r c o n g re 
gation  stro n g  en ou gh  so that th e y , at such  a m om ent, 
w ill m o ve on again , to  an o th er c o u n tr y .”  T h is  o ld  
m inister had n ot ab d icated  his absolute a u th o rity  o v e r 
his ch ild ren  in re lig io n . W e  see the fire  o f  the D issen ter
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based on the absolute solidarity o f  gen eration s o f  fath ers 
and sons, all u p h o ld in g  the sam e fa ith , th ro u gh  the 

centuries.
This com bin ation  o f dissent and consent w as the 

p ecu liar way in  w h ic h  the dan gers o f  re lig io u s a n arch y  
w e re  o verco m e. T h e  com p lete  id e n tity  o f  fa th ers and 
sons gave  such  a m ig h ty  im petus to  the work o f the 
fo u n d ers that the r iv e rs  and rivu le ts  o f  n o n -co n fo rm ism  
co u ld  spread  o v e r  the w h o le  con tin en t, k e e p in g  the 
souls o f  m en  in  com m u n ion  o v e r  thousands o f  square 
m iles o f  a N e w  W o r ld .

W ith  the In d u stria l R e v o lu tio n , this f lo w  w as  stopped . 
N o  lo n g e r did  sp iritu al a u th o rity  e v o lv e  in  n e w  d en om i
national gro u p s. W h y  w as  this so? T h e  in d u stria l classes 
are so u p ro o ted  and m igrate  so fast that th e y  need  re a d y 
m ade institu tions w h ic h  can  g iv e  them  sh elter at their 
a rriv a l and w h ic h  do n o t die w h e n  the m en  leave  to w n . 
H e n ce , the E p isc o p a l C h u rc h , the o ld  stu m b lin g  b lo c k  
o f  the dissenters, can  take care  o f  the v e r y  p o o r  in  this 
c o u n try  w h o  are n o t reach ed  b y  n o n -co n fo rm ism . F o r  
su ccessfu l n o n -c o n f orm ism , a socia l m in im um  le v e l exists; 
this le v e l is g iv e n  b y  som e so lid ity  o r c o n tin u ity  o f  social 
existence. T h e  ch u rch es in  d o w n -to w n  N e w  Y o r k , fo r  
instance, have seen six o r seven  co n g reg atio n s pass 
th ro u gh  the d istrict d u rin g  one c e n tu ry . T h e se  caravan s 
o f  the w a g e  earners o f  o u r d ay s  are n o  lo n g e r  re ce p tiv e  
o f  “ dissenter authority." T h e y  are n o t the stu ff o f  w h ic h  
a sectarian  g ro u p  can  be m ade.

SECOND PHASE : THE EDUCATIONAL AUTHORITY

A ft e r  18 5 0 , then, the sp irit o f  m an to o k  a n e w  d ire c 
tion. E n th u sia stica lly  the peo p le  p lu m p ed  fo r  edu cation .
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T h e re  n ever w as a m ore g lo rio u s tim e than this w h o le  
ce n tu ry , fo r  the fo u n d in g  o f  co lleges and edu cation al 
institutions o f  all descriptions. T h e  sacrifices m ade b y  
parents to g iv e  their ch ild ren  an ed u cation  becam e out 
o f  scale w ith  econ o m ic c ircu m stan ces. T h e y  m o rtgaged  
the farm , and D an ie l w e n t to co llege . T h is  fin an cial 
aspect w as n o t a ll; in  fa c t , it w as  the sm aller ach ievem en t 
o f these n e w  and m agnanim ous gen eration s o f  parents. 
T h e  parents v o lu n ta r ily  strip p ed  them selves o f  the au 
th o rity  to edu cate their ch ild ren  in  their o w n  fa ith .

W ith  in d u stry  p ro d u c in g  an e v e r-ch an g in g  e n v iro n 
m ent, paren ts m ade the sublim e sacrifice : th e y  pushed 
their ch ild ren  in to  a n e w  en viron m en t w h e re  th e y  co u ld  
n ever jo in  them . L ib era lism  is n ot ap p recia ted  as lo n g  
as w e  do n ot p erce ive  the t ru ly  sp iritu al q u a lity  o f  this 
act. I t  is less im p o rtan t to  in vestigate  the actu a l ach ieve
m ents o f  the co lleges than  to  pause b e fo re  the g e n ero sity  
o f  the parents.

I t  m a y  be supposed  that in  m an y , m a n y  cases the 
ch ild ren  o f  Jo h n  and Sarah  B r o w n  d id  n o t g e t th eir 
m o n e y ’s w o rth . H o w e v e r , the paren ts w e re  re w a rd e d  fo r  
their fa ith . F o r  th e y  satisfied  th eir sp iritu al h u n ger. T h e y  
en d o w ed  the n e w  tem ple o f  ed u cation , and th e y  offered  
th eir ch ild ren  fo r  serv ice  in  this tem ple. B r ie f ly ,  then, 
ed u catio n  in  the last c e n tu ry  to o k  the p lace  o f  n o n -co n - 
fo rm ism . O f  cou rse, there h ave  been  n e w  sects. A n d  
som e o f  them  have ach ieved  som e success in the p ro p e r 
d irection  o f  re lig io n , w h ich  is the sam e in  e v e r y  g en era
tion: to k eep  m an the u p -h ill anim al o f  creation , to  oppose 
the p ecu lia r tem ptations o f  the age, its fo rem o st go ld en - 
c a lf  p h ilo so p h y , b y  v o lu n ta ry  sacrifice . In  this w a y ,



C hristian  S c ien ce  opposed  the cu lt o f  the D o cto rs , 
T h e o so p h y  fo u g h t against the arro gan ce  o f the W h ite  
M an , as d id the B ah a i’s. H o w e v e r , th e y  co u ld  n ot hold  
a candle to the edu cation al m ovem en t w h ich  w as then 
u n d er w a y  and w h ich  becam e tru ly  u n iversal.

Instead o f the D issen ters’ m a n y  authorities in e ig h ty - 
fo u r  churches, ed u cation  has gone an ap p allin g  len gth  
to w ard  co n fo rm ity . T h is  w as  possib le because parents 
offered  their ch ild ren , in this first c e n tu ry  o f  the In d u s
tria l R e v o lu tio n , on the assum ption  that th e y  d elivered  
them  as ch ild ren , and as ch ild ren  o n ly . E d u c a tio n  had 
to do w ith  the ch ild . A n d  the parents n ever, fo r  one 
m om ent, d ou bted  that the ed u cation al authorities w o u ld  
resp ect the fre e d o m  and in d ep en d en ce  o f  the fu tu re  
adu lt. T h e  n e w  fa ith  in  scien ce m ade possib le this su r
ren d er o f  ed u cation al a u th o rity  because it seem ed plain  
that the adu lts w e re  sa fegu ard ed  b y  sc ien tific  p rogress. 
S in ce  scien ce w as g o in g  to  dem onstrate e v e ry th in g  as 
c le a r ly  as the fa c t  th at tw o  p lus tw o  equals fo u r , ed u ca
tion  w as n ot a d an ger fo r  the la ter  adu lt. T h e  parents 
starved  them selves o f  sp iritu al fe llo w sh ip  w ith  their 
ch ild ren , and gave  u p  all extern al exp ression  o f  th eir o w n  
fa ith  in  th eir fa m ily . T h is  asceticism  o f  the L ib e ra l has 
real g ran d eu r.

A n d  in  this m an ner, the tem ple o f  ed u catio n  w a s  b u ilt 
and the ed u catio n al au thorities w e re  a llo w e d  to  ru le  
o v e r  the w h o le  y o u th  o f  the c o u n try , despite A m e rica n  
n o n -co n fo rm ism . N e a r ly  all co lleges d ro p p ed  th e ir de
nom in ational req u irem en t. B ap tist, Q u a k e r, L u th e ra n  
fo u n d atio n s w e re  tu rn ed  in to  sch ools and co lleges pu re 
and sim ple. T h e  m erg er o f  ed u catio n al au thorities d u rin g
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the last decades w as as irresistib le as the p ro gress of trusts 
in  O il and Steel.

In  a c o u n try  o f  n on -co n fo rm ism , o b v io u sly  a certa in  
p rice  had to be paid  fo r  this m erg er o f  ed u cation al au 
th o rity . T h e  p rice  w as  paid  b y  the parents. T h e ir  life -  
prob lem s and th e y  them selves w e re  le ft  out in  the co ld . 
E d u c a tio n  restricted  itse lf co n sc ien tio u sly  to  s tr ic t ly  
n on -p aren tal and n o n -re lig iou s subjects. E d u c a to rs  had 
to prom ise n ot to influence ch ild ren  in  a n y  serious m atter. 
W ith  this stipu lation , th e y  to o k  o v e r  the ch ild ren  o f  
A m e rica  fo r  all non -seriou s m atters.

T h is  c o u n try , a fte r  the C iv il  W a r , becam e the c o u n try  
o f  sports and gam es to an u n h e a rd -o f degree . T h e  to w n  
m eeting, w ith  the a u th o rity  o f  the m o d erato r and the 
selectm en, had been  ty p ic a l fo r  the first p erio d , w ith  its 
sectarian  authorities. N o w , fro m  18 5 0  to  19 2 9 , w e  had 
the baseball and fo o tb a ll au thorities o f  the ed u cation al 
k in gd o m  b eco m in g  u n iversal. I t  is u su a lly  fo rg o tte n  that 
these e x tra o rd in a ry  au thorities are o f  v e r y  re ce n t date. 
B u t  these p o w e rs  are the lo g ica l o u tcom e o f  a n o n -co n 
fo rm ist so c ie ty  that m ust m ake sure that ed u catio n  is 
p la y . F o r  o th erw ise  the paren ts co u ld  n o t tru st the n e w  
authorities.

T o d a y ,  A m e rica  is the c o u n try  o f  n e a r ly  p e r fe c t  ed u ca
tion al C o n fo rm ism . E d u c a t io n  is the O n e E stab lish ed  
C h u rc h  o f  this c o u n try . In  the fam o u s s to ry  o f  the fa th e r  
w h o  w ish ed  to d eve lo p  ch aracters  it m ade n o  d iffe ren ce  
that he sent one son  to  H a rv a rd , one to  P rin ce to n , and 
one to  Y a le  (an d  so on and so fo r t h ) .  T h e y  all tu rn ed  
o u t alike.

T h is  co n versio n  to ed u catio n al co n fo rm ism  is so stu 
pen dous that som e o b servers b e lieve  the o ld  sp irit o f
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R o g e r  W illia m s to have van ished  co m p le te ly . I  th ink 
that the c lear restriction s on edu cation al con fo rm ism  
have in them  the germ  o f a n e w  developm en t.

P arents b u ilt up the M o lo ch  o f  ed u cation al c o n fo rm 
ism ; th e y , h o w e v e r, m ade sure that his k in g d o m  should 
keep  the ch aracter o f  a p la y g ro u n d  in w h ich  n oth in g  
is quite serious excep t fo o tb a ll. T h e  innum erable f lo w  o f 
exam inations in  itse lf p ro ves this. In  a n y  serious cou rse  o f  
in struction , this in fin itu de o f  exam inations w o u ld  seem  
rid icu lou s. A s  th ings stand, these exam inations are the 
m inim um  o f seriousness, in  a sheltered  p ark  o f  g a ie ty  and 
gam es. A n d  the alum ni go  there, and d eligh t in  p la y in g  
g o lf  and w a tch in g  fo o tb a ll.

T h e  A m e rica n  alum nus has an en viab le  resilien ce ; he 
is re ju ven ated  w h e n  he retu rn s to the alm a m ater because 
he co n fo rm s to  the p la y -ch a ra c te r  o f  the ed u cation al 
a u th o rity . O n  cam pus, all agree  about the ru les o f  the 
gam e. O utsid e, there is no  au th o rity . A s  an adu lt, as a 
paren t, the alum nus lives u n d er the excessive strain  o f 
“ u n ch artr ’d fre e d o m .”

THIRD PHASE : THE TEMPTATIONS OF FEAR

T o d a y , tw o  p eriod s o f  A m e rica n  sp iritu al evo lu tio n  
ask fo r  synthesis. T h e  first phase exp erim en ted  w ith  all 
fo rm s o f  sp iritu al a u th o rity  fr e e ly , k e e p in g  the go a l 
u n iversal fo r  all m an kin d . T h e  seco n d  phase u n ified  
sp iritu al au th o rity  fo r  the ch ild ren . T h e  read er is n ot 

exp ected  to  agree  to  o u r thesis that the secon d  p erio d  is 
doom ed. F ro m  the v ie w p o in t  o f  happiness and care fre e  
health , A m e rica n  y o u th  shou ld  g o  on in  its in n o cen t 
paradise. M y  thesis is o n ly  tru e  in  so fa r  as the read er 
m a y  agree  that the A m e rica n  ad u lt no  lo n g e r can  a ffo rd
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to live  in  a sp iritu al vo id . Is the vo id  fo r  the adu lt b e 
com in g  in to lerable? Is the helplessness o f  o u r attitude 
in this w o r ld  crisis sign ifican t? D o  ou r clubs, co n v e n 
tions, co n feren ces, la ck  inspiration? A ft e r  all, au th o rity  
com es fro m  m an ’s c a p a c ity  o f  b o w in g  to inspiration .

T h is  c a p a c ity  m akes m an m an. A n d  th e re fo re , the 
w h o le  issue is b ro u g h t to a head in  the case o f  the u n fo rtu 
nate h y b rid  w h o m  w e  m a y  label “ the y o u th fu l ad u lt,”  the 
tram p, the u n em p lo yed , the u n ed u cated  b o y  b etw een  
fifteen  and tw e n ty - fo u r . F o r  in  his case the tw o  qualities 
o f  an u n in spired  adult and o f  an u n ed u cated  y o u th  are 
fused . P h y s io lo g ic a lly , the b o y  co u ld  be in co llege  b u t 
is n o t; and th ere fo re  he is n ot in  the p ark  o f  gam es; 
e co n o m ica lly , th o u gh  treated  b y  so c ie ty  as an adult, he 
lack s all the re w ard s o f  a m an at w o rk , and thus he is 
cau gh t in  the situation  o f  those w h o m  the fam o u s p s y 
ch o lo g ist Ju n g  describ ed  as “ M e n  in  S ea rch  o f  a S o u l,”  
w h ich  fo rm e r gen eration s m igh t h ave  ca lled  the lim bo o f 
the souls u n b o rn .

N o t  fo r  the sake o f  the ch ild , b u t fo r  the sake o f  the 
adult, serious a u th o rity  and serious in sp iration  b ecom e 
a ch allen ge  again . O w in g  tq  this ch a llen ge  ch eap  so lu 
tions are o ffe re d  e v e ry w h e re . W e  g e t F ascism  fo r  the 
adu lt ( o f  w h ich  C o m m u n ism  is one v a r ie t y ) . T h e  adults 
are n arcotized  b y  g o o d  ch eer as th o u gh  th e y  w e re  b o y s  
on cam pus and at gam es. O u r n e w  panes et circenses 
m eans that the ed u catio n al p ark  is en larged  till it c o n 

tains all and e v e ry b o d y . T h e  opposite  re fo rm  tries to  
p lace  the co lleg e  student in  the sam e w o r ld  as the adult. 
H e  is ch allen ged , even  as a fresh m an , to  liv e  in the de
b u n ked , skep tica l v o id  o f  n o n -in sp iratio n , o f  “ no  au
th o r ity ,”  in w h ich  the averag e  business m an o f f i f t y  m ust
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live  at this m om ent. Stu den ts are to ld  to w o r k  out their 
ow n  salvation . T h is  leads to su icide w h e n  it is carried  
out fu l ly ;  fo rtu n a te ly , in  m ost cases, the social activ ities 
on cam pus o ffset this o v e rta x in g  o f  the stren gth  o f  y o u th .

T h e  co lleges that are w re stlin g  w ith  the p rocess, and 
the p o litica l fro n ts  that t r y  to g e t the fo rm atio n  o f  som e 
com m on  w ill  started  am on g adults, lab o r u n d er terrib le  
handicaps. A n d  I am  n o t in  a position  to  r id icu le  their 
en deavors, since I fe e l that C om m un ism  and Fascism , fo r  
the adult, and p ro gressive  edu cation , fo r  y o u th , b oth  are 
sym ptom s o f  a real disease. T h e  com m on  w ill, the gen eral 
w ill, p u b lic  op in ion , no lo n g e r w o r k  excep t in  a n egative  
w a y . P ro h ib itio n  o f liq u o r, p ro h ib itio n  o f  p o litica l in 
spiration , are the o n ly  poten tia lities fo r  com m o n  action  
am ong the vo ters, it w o u ld  seem . A n d , on the o th er hand, 
the p la y b o y  attitude b egin s to lo o k  fr iv o lo u s  in  this 
u n en d in g  ou ter and in n er crisis, and the ed u cation al su c
cess seem s so m eh o w  a social fa ilu re . A n d  so som e ed u ca
tors g r o w  too  serious.

M y  o w n  co n cep tio n  d iffe rs  fro m  b oth  these re fo rm in g  
g ro u p s, the au th oritarian  fo r  the adu lt, and the in d iv id u a l
istic, fo r  the y o u n g ; and, I trust, the re ad e r ’s co n cep tio n  
m a y  d iffe r  also, n o w  that he has lo o k ed  b ack  u p o n  the 
tw o  p rev io u s p eriod s and th eir ach ievem ents. W e  can n ot 
extin gu ish  them , and w e  can n o t stop at them . A n d  w h e n  
w e  fa c e  the past b ra v e ly , w e  u su a lly  fin d  that it asks 
n either fo r  rep u d iatio n  n o r fo r  rep etition . W e  are fa ce d  
w ith  a n e w  p ro b lem  that n e v e r b oth ered  ou r fo re fa th e rs ; 
hence the so lu tion  m ust be n e w , too. O u r situation  
is n e ith er one o f  ed u catio n al zest n o r o f  ecclesiastical 
organ ization  as it w as  fo r  the co lle g e  fo u n d ers  and the 
D issenters. O u rs is a w o r ld  in w h ich  the adu lt is liv in g
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in  a sp iritu al vo id . T h is  sp iritu al vo id  becom es esp ec ia lly  
tran sparen t in  the case o f  the y o u th fu l adu lt, the unem 
p lo y e d  y o u th . W h e n  w e  con cen trate  on this w e a k  poin t 

o f  ou r c iv ilizatio n  and exp lo re  its potentialities, the tw o  
patent so lutions — p o litica l totalitarian ism  fo r  the adult, 
edu cation al loneliness fo r  the ch ild  and ado lescen t — w ill 
not tem pt us. W e  w o n ’t fin d  them  on o u r w a y , at all. 
T h e  m an w h o  says “ A l l  ch ild ren  p la y  in u n ifo rm ity ; 
th ere fo re , a ll adults m ust w o r k  in  u n ifo rm ity ,”  does not 
k n o w  o f  the sacrifice  m ade b y  the parents o f  the last 
c e n tu ry . H e  w an ts  to  strip  parents o f  the last rem ains 
o f  p erso n a lity  w h ich  are le ft , a fte r  th eir ab d ication  fro m  
p aren tal a u th o rity . T h e  m an w h o  says “ L e t  e v e r y  ch ild  
becom e serious, and d isco v e r the w o r ld  all fo r  h im self 
and w o r k  out his o w n  sa lvatio n ,”  su re ly  does n ot k n o w  
o f  the sacrifices m ade b y  the D issen ters fo r  h av in g  co m 
m union  w ith  k in d re d  souls. H e  does n ot e xp lo it the 
social e n e rg y  o f  insp iration .

B o th  g ro u p s are sym p to m atic  fo r  crisis since th e y  re act 
against the ex istin g  w o r k  and ed u catio n ; h o w e v e r , th e y  
seem  to m e, despite th eir gen uin e com m otion , t o o  m u ch  
o verco m e b y  fe a r. T h e y  are reactin g , n ot resp o n d in g . 
T h e  o n ly  d iffe ren ce  b etw een  m ech an ic  reactio n  and 
spontaneous response in  this la w -g o v e rn e d  u n iverse  seem s 
to m e to  consist in o u r p riv ile g e  o f  o v e rco m in g  o u r b lin d  
fe a r  that e v e ry th in g  is lost. W e  m a y  open  o u r e yes instead 
o f  g o in g  b lin d . O f  cou rse  w e  are in  a certa in  k in d  o f  
w o r ld  that is n ot o f  the m ak in g  o f ou r gen eratio n : there 
is no  d o u b t that w e  are n o t fre e  to  ch oose o u r w o r ld . 
In  this sense, w e , too , are o b liged  to act u n d er the im p act 
o f  the n e w  social d isord er. Y e t ,  a response d iffe rs  w id e ly  
fro m  a reactio n . W h e re a s  the F a sc ist o r  C o m m u n ist o r
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p ro gressive  ed u cato r hates the n e w  fac ts  — in secu rity , 
u n em p lo ym en t, la ck  o f  sp iritu al au th o rity  — and tries to 
extirp ate  them  b y  v io le n t m easures either in econ om ics 
or in  education , the response to a n e w  situation  exp lo its 
the potentialities o f  the n e w  situation. Instead  o f  d ep lo r
in g  it as m e re ly  n egative , the response tran sfo rm s a 
seem in g ly  n egative  situation  in to  the basis fo r  a n e w  
position  and a reco n stru ctio n . A  response, instead o f  a 
reaction , m ust w e lco m e  the fa c t  that w e  do ou r w o r k  w ith  
fe w e r  w o rk e rs , it m ust cease to see in  the u n em p lo yed  
person  a m an cu rsed  b y  fa te , u n ap p etiz in g , to  be p itied  
and to be p u t on re lie f. A  response m ust take the first 
ten tative  steps to w a rd  m ak in g  the disease o f  the tim es 
the corn erston e o f  a h e a lth y  fu tu re . T h e  u n em p lo yed  are 
an asset, and n ot a lia b ility .

Sh ak in g  o ff  o u r anim al fe a r  that e v e ry th in g  m ust be 
lost, w e  m ay  im m ed iate ly  realize one outstan d in g  fa c t . 
In  the y o u th  o f  the c o u n try  w e  also h ave the fu tu re  adu lt. 

T h e  p rim itive  idea that ch ild ren  should  be treated  lik e  

adults, o r adults lik e  ch ild ren , is the su perstition  o f  an 
era  that tried  to  th in k  o f  m an as h av in g  one con stan t 
nature. T h e  p ro gressive  ed u cato rs w ish  to  th in k  o f  m an 
as reasonable and c reative  a lw a y s ; the Fascists  lo v e  to 
p ic tu re  him  as m ass-m an and u n reason ab le o n ly . T h is  
b lack -an d -w h ite  p s y c h o lo g y  is just lik e  sa y in g  that m an 
is a lw a y s  aw ak e  o r that he is a lw a y s  asleep. O u r  hum an 
pro b lem , o b v io u sly , is that w e  do w a k e  u p  and do fa ll 
asleep, at re g u la r  in tervals. A n d  the sim ple fa c t  that the 
ch ild  is the fa th e r  o f  the m an, o r that the m an is the son 
o f  the ch ild , shou ld  h elp  us in  o u r n e w  synthesis. T h is  
synthesis can  n e v e r  extirp ate  one h a lf o f  o u r n atu re  in 
fa v o r  o f  the other.
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Sin ce w e  d isco ver that in  e v e ry  hum an b ein g , at an y  

m om ent, tw o  gen eration s are present, their co n tem p o 
ran e ity  — the transition  fro m  one in to  the oth er phase, 
their p ro p er balan ce — becom es essential. W e  m ust be 
ch ild like  and m anlike, both , th ro u gh  life .

A s  the poten tia l adu lt, the co llege  student or an y  
y o u th  o f tw e n ty  can n ot be satisfied either w ith  his b e in g  
treated  as a ch ild  o r w ith  his b e in g  treated  as an adult, 
o n ly . H is  g reat p rob lem  is transition , g ro w th , tra n sfo r
m ation. A n d  the la w s fo r  g ro w th  and tran sfo rm ation  
have n oth in g  to do w ith  scien ce or lo g ic  o r econ o m ics or 
reason. A s  an anim al o f  con stan t transition , m an has to  
be trusted  — w ith o u t the b lin ds o f  the sc ien tific  age, and 
w ith o u t the p ro h ib itio n s o f  a p atriarch al age.

A s  the fu tu re  adu lt, the adolescen t can n ot be satisfied, 
fo r  instance, w ith  the sp iritu al a u th o rity  o f  p la y g ro u n d  
education . C am p u s au thorities have no  a u th o rity  o v e r  
la ter life  because the ath letic  association  u m pire  has b e 
com e th eir go d . T h e y  tra in  peo p le  to  fin d  argu m en ts in  
fa v o r  o f  an yth in g .

T h is  v ie w p o in t  a c tu a lly  is the basis o f  m o d ern  teach 
ing. Som e ca ll it sc ien tific . In  the fifth  c e n tu ry  b .c ., it 
w as ca lled  so p h istry . T h is  is the tim e o f  the Sophists 
again  because teach in g  is a m ere im itation  o f  the sports. 
T h e  acad em ic  life  o f  to d ay , th o u gh  b o rro w in g  its nam e 
fro m  P la to , is as an tip lato n ic  as possible.

W h a t  else can  the m o d ern  teach er do b u t co n fo rm  
to the ru les o f  the ed u catio n al gam e? A n d  that m eans 
that he m u st rem ain  n on -com m ittal. H e  m ust degrad e  
his liv in g  w o rd  to  a m eans fo r  the stu d en t’s p leasure. 
Som e m onths ago , in  a stu dent p ap er, the p ro fe sso r w as  
attacked  in these term s: “ W h e re  the W o r d  has p o w e r,
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education  m ust su ffe r .”  T h is  is the best expression  o f the 
students’ fe a r  that ideas m igh t gath er m om entum  and 
au th o rity  o v e r them . T h e y  understand  b y  education : 
p la y in g  w ith  ideas. W h a t  a h o rrid  phrase! T h is  is the 
self-abuse that em asculates ou r teach ing.

T h e  resu lt is that fo r  the p la y b o y  in the student the 
inspiration  com es fro m  his social sports and gam es, n ot 
fro m  teach ing. B u t w h e n ce  does the in sp iration  com e fo r  
the b o y  w h o  is fa th e r to the m an?

T h e  fo rtitu d e  o f the parents o f  the last c e n tu ry  c o n 
sisted in their p u ttin g  up w ith  sp iritu al starvation , fo r  
their ch ild ren ’s sake. O n ce  these ch ild ren  are revea led  
as potential parents them selves, this so lution  (S o litu d e  fo r 
the adult T E d u ca tio n a l c o n fo rm ity  fo r  the ch ild ) b e 
com es m eaningless. F o r  the ch ild , too, is d ep rived  o f 
som eth ing in  this sacrifice  o f  his elders. H is  o w n  status 
as an eld er is com p rom ised  w h e n  so c ie ty  re legates e v e ry  
adu lt in to  a p rivate  re lig io n  and a p rivate  opin ion .

W e  rem em ber that the paren ts w e re  led  to  th eir su rren 
d er o f  com m u n ion  w ith  their ch ild ren  u n d er the pressure 
o f  sc ien tific  p rogress. W e  are no lo n g e r sure th a t .science 
is a leader, in  an era o f  poison  gas and air raids. O u r fa ith  
in scien ce has been  tem p ered  b y  disillusion.

W e  con sid er the ch ild  as t ry in g  to g r o w  out o f  his 
neutral, u n h istorical stage in to  p u b lic  life , p u b lic  sp irit, 
and p u b lic  resp o n sib ility . O r, as E tien n e  G ilso n  has put 
it e lo q u e n tly : “ T w e n t y  y e a rs  is an age th at thirsts a fte r  
certitu d es; it is an age w h e n  one w ish es to d evo te  o n eself 

to an ideal; and to  fin d  an ideal to w h ic h  one can  d evote  
oneself. W e  are at the crossroads: w e  m ust reestab lish  a 
real o rd er o r su ccu m b  to  a d ictatorsh ip , w h e th e r C o m 
m unist o r F a sc is t .”
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W h a t  G ilso n  calls an o rd er to  be reestablished is n o th 
in g  b u t the p ro p e r re latio n  b etw een  the gen eration s in  a

In  a n y  co m m u n ity , the hearts o f  the parents and the 
hearts o f  their ch ild ren  m ust be turn ed  to w ard s each 
other, b y  a special e ffo rt. B ecau se the sp irit o f  the tim es 
estranges us fro m  each  oth er, this is n either n atu ral n o r 
easy. It  w as, in  fa c t , deem ed so e x c e e d in g ly  d ifficu lt that 
it w as p ro cla im ed  at the end o f  the O ld  T e stam e n t the 
last and fin al socia l p ro g ram . T h e  last w o rd s  o f  the last 
p ro p h et sa y  that this p ro b lem  m ust be so lved , o r the 
w o r ld  w ill  d e ca y .

S in ce  that tim e this m u tu al re g a rd  has fo rm e d  the 
p ro b lem  o f  e v e r y  gen eratio n  in  h isto ry . T h e  C h ristian  
E r a  has been  one cam p aign  fo r  re la tin g  paren ts and c h il
dren , the y o u n g  and the o ld , in  the p ro p e r w a y , again  
and again . A n d  w e  relapse out o f  this era in to  paganism  
w h e n  w e  no lo n g e r t r y  to  so lve  this sam e p ro b lem  fo r  ou r 
tim es.

In  o u r era, m ore and m ore lib e r ty  has been  g iv e n  to  the 
in sp iration  o f  the y o u n g . T h e  son, again ' and again , has 
been  p u t u p  against m ere p atern al a u th o rity  o r p atria rch a l 
trad ition . W e  are em erg in g  fro m  a p erio d  in  w h ic h  
p ro gress ran  a w a y  w ith  us quite  lite ra lly ; and that m eant 
that the parents ab d icated  in  fa v o r  o f  th eir ch ild ren . 
T h e y  becam e satisfied  w ith  b e in g  th eir c h ild re n ’s best 
frien d s. N o w , w h a te v e r  the m erits o f  frien d sh ip , fr ie n d 
ship stresses the c o n te m p o ra ry  elem ent in hum an relation s. 
A  fr ie n d , the m ore he is m y  fr ie n d , is sy n ch ro n ize d  w ith  
m y  o w n  life -e xp e rie n ce .

U n fo rtu n a te ly , paren ts are d is-tem p oraries o f  th eir 
ch ild ren . A n d  ch ild ren  are d is-tem p oraries o f  th eir p ar-
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ents. T h e  ch ild ren  are fu ll o f  fa ith  w h e n  the parents 
are — or should  be — fu ll o f  k n o w le d g e . T h e  y o u n g  k eep  
the w o r ld  y o u n g  b y  their fa ith ; the o ld  k eep  it in  shape 
b y  th eir h av in g  com e to k n o w  it.

T h is  partn ersh ip  is h ard  to  establish to  p e rfe ctio n . 
H o w e v e r , in  the last three gen eration s, the slogan  o f 
frien d sh ip  has o v ersh ad o w ed  the p ro b lem  o f  peace b e
tw een  d iffe ren t gen eration s w h o  pass th ro u gh  their ex 
p erien ces at different tim es, and y e t  m ust m ake these 
exp erien ces w ith  fu ll v ig o r . I t  has m ade the o ld  ch ild ish , 
and the y o u n g  skep tical.

W e  h ave reach ed  the tu rn in g  p o in t o f  the C h ristian  
E ra , in w h ic h  the son m ust rise n ot against his fa th e r  b u t 
against his b e in g  con d em n ed  to  be a son a lw a y s . T h e  
sons — the u n em p lo yed , the pro letarian s, the co lleg e  stu
dents, the c le rk s at th eir desks, the em p lo yees in  their 

w o rk sh o p s — m ust ask fo r  op p o rtu n ities to  com e o f  age, 
to b ecom e parents. A n d  d au gh ters m ust b eco m e m others. 
W e  strip  the son and the d au gh ter o f  th eir office and 
d ig n ity  w h e n  w e  label them  b o y  and g ir l too  e x c lu s iv e ly . 
D au g h ters  and sons m ust b ecom e m oth ers and fath ers; 
g ir l and b o y  m a y  s ta y  ch ild ish  fo re v e r .

A n d  w e  b ecom e paren ts in  a m en tal sense w h e n  w e  are 
exp ected  and en ab led  to  c a r r y  out the in sp iration  o f  o u r 
y o u th , and to  tran sfo rm  the fa ith  o f  o u r y o u th  in to  ou r 
acts and k n o w le d g e  o f  la ter years.

EMERGING AUTHORITY

W e  m ust p ro v id e  fo r  the fu tu re  ad u lt an ed u catio n  
that m akes him  exp erien ce  “ em erg in g  in sp iratio n ,”  em erg 
in g  a u th o rity . H e  m ust exp erien ce  the p o w e r  that binds 
to g eth er a m an ’s y o u th  and o ld  age because it is m ore
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p o w e rfu l than the expression  that it finds in either y o u th  
o r old  age. O ld  age m ust see its ideas in carn ated , and 
y o u th  m ust hear its fa ith  re flected  in  old  ag e ’s th ough t.

T h is  re c ip ro c ity  b etw een  the con trib u tio n s o f  tw o  
“ d is-te m p o rary ”  generations, fa ith  b y  y o u th , and th ou gh t 
b y  old age, is in  sharp con trast to the p rin cip les o f  the 
A g e  o f R easo n . T h e  A g e  o f  R ea so n  o ve rlo o k e d  the 
d ivision  o f  la b o r b e tw e e n  the gen eration s in  a nation . 
T h e y  a c tu a lly  tried  to b in d  o ld  and y o u n g  to geth er on 
the basis o f  ratio n al p rin c ip les shared  b y  both .

H o w e v e r , a n y  m an, at a n y  m om ent, m a y  co n v in ce  
h im self in the outside w o r ld  that y o u th  and o ld  age h ave  
con trastin g  attitudes to w ard s tim e w h ic h  r ig h t ly  are 
ca lled  fa ith  and k n o w le d g e , and w h ic h  m ake it n atu ral 
that a y o u n g  and an old  m an fu lf ill  the sam e social fu n c 
tion  — one w h e n  he acts on fa ith , the o th er w h e n  he acts 
on  science. F o r  instance, a y o u th fu l p erson  w ill  g iv e  his 
tim e m ore la v ish ly  because he still has tim e. T h e  adu lt 
w ill t r y  to  save tim e because his fa ith  in  the fu tu re  has 
sh rive led  up . T h e  ad u lt’s life  is en cu m b ered  w ith  his 
plans and action s fro m  the past; his fu tu re  is m ore o r less 
d epen den t on his k n o w le d g e  gain ed  in  the past. F o r  the 
y o u th , fa ith  in  the fu tu re  co lo rs  e v e ry th in g  w h ic h  he 
brin gs in to  life  fro m  his b ack g ro u n d . T o  him , the fu tu re  
m a y  ch an ge the m ean in g  o f  his w h o le  past. H e  is fre e  
to d iso w n  o r to  d isav o w  p arts o r all o f  his past.

T h e  re la tio n  b e tw e e n  scien ce  and fa ith  in  a p eo p le  is, 

then, m u ch  m ore o rg an ic  than  the sc ien tific  era  k n e w . 
T h e  y o u n g  fee l, and the g ro w n  u p  th in k , ab o u t the sam e 
p rob lem . A n d  b oth  g ro u p s are e q u a lly  n ear to  it, bu t 
th ro u gh  d iffe re n t organ s o f  grasp in g .

U n e m p lo y m e n t is as rea l and as im m ediate to  the y o u n g
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as it is to their teachers or em p lo yers. W o e  to the parent 
gen eration  that does not th ink as a rd e n tly  as the y o u n g  
fee l, in this im passe. B u t w o e  to the y o u n g  gen eration , 
too, that is advised  to p la y  at gam es o r — the o th er ex
trem e — to  p la y  “ Y o u th  C o n g re ss”  lik e  adults.

T o  p ro cla im  the im m ediate re la tio n  o f  e v e ry  g en era
tion  to the aim s o f m an kin d  is ran k  h e re sy  to  the m ind 
that takes its cue fro m  science. H e re , fa ith  in  the pro gress 
o f  science has tau gh t p eop le  to th in k  o f  the gen eration s 
o f  scientists as fo llo w in g  each  o th er in  a straigh t line, in 
w h ich  the n ext gen eratio n  p ick e d  u p  the p rob lem s e x 
a c t ly  w h e re  the last gen eratio n  le ft  o ff ; and so the y o u n g  
had b etter p la y  ’ro u n d , and w a it  till their d a y  cam e. T h is  
k in d  o f  p ro gress o r trad ition  is true to  a certa in  extent, 
w ith in  one separate p ro fession , su ch  as c a rp e n try , or 
ch em istry . I t  is quite u n tru e  w h e n  a w h o le  c iv ilizatio n  
is at stake, as is p ro v e d  in  a n y  great e m e rg e n cy , be it w a r , 
floo d , or fire .

T h e n  e v e r y  one m ust p la y  his p art, a c c o rd in g  to his 
gen eration .

H e n ce , i f  w e  shou ld  m odel the b e h av io r o f  y o u th  in  
so c ie ty  a fte r  the b eh av io r o f  the sc ien tific  ap p ren tice , w e  
w o u ld  b lu n t its sense o f  ju stice  and its fa ith  in  the fu tu re  
and its creative  p o w e r  o f  response. B u t  w h y  sa y  that 
w e  “ w o u ld ”  b lunt? A c tu a lly , these senses are b lu n ted  
to d ay , b y  o u r edu cation . A c tu a lly , w e  do  tell o u r ch il
dren  that the evils o f  so c ie ty  w ill  h ave to  be so lved  one 
d a y  b y  scien tific  exp lo ratio n  and reason able debate. O f  
cou rse  th e y  n e v e r w ill  be so lved  this w a y .

E a c h  gen eratio n  is im m ediate to G o d , and in e v e r y  
gen eratio n  w e  m ust com e in tou ch  w ith  in sp iration  — as 
y o u th s in the fo rm  o f  fa ith  and  enthusiasm , as adults in
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the fo rm  o f  action  and k n o w le d g e  — and because there 
ac tu a lly  is a th ird  gen eration , as o ld  p eop le  in  the fo rm  
o f w isd o m  and teach ing.

T h e  y o u n g  have to fig h t the battles o f  so c ie ty  in  the 
fo rm  that is adequate to  th eir age, b y  serv ice  and d e v o 
tion ; the adu lt do the sam e, b y  exp ert k n o w le d g e . N o w  
the sc ien tific  era exc lu d ed  the ch ild ren  fro m  the fie ld  o f  
action  because it w as th o u gh t that all hum an action  
should  w a it  till it cou ld  be based on exp ert k n o w le d g e . 
T h e re  is one fla w  in  this system  o f  the past era. E x p e r t  
tra in in g  m a y  n ot be acq u ired  e xcep t b y  exp o sin g  o u r 
heart m uscle to  exp erien ce . E x p e r ie n c e  that is va lu ab le  
com es fro m  em p irica l processes that g et started  in  us b y  
the im peratives o f  o u r hearts. Y o u n g  p eop le  are as n ear 
the social d an ger zone that fo rc e s  m an  to  g r o w  as are 
the old. A n d  th e y  m ust tra in  th eir instincts, th eir heart, 
their “ resp on se ,”  b y  c la im in g  fo r  th e ir fa ith  co n tem 
p o ran e ity  w ith  the e xp e rt ’s scien ce. B ecau se  m a n y  scien 
tists h ave n eg lected  this in te rp la y , th eir sc ien ces are fa r  
behind  the tim es. Y o u th  feels as w is e ly  abou t econ o m ics 
as o ld  age thinks.

O f cou rse , this attitu de o f  m ere fe e lin g  is v e r y  o n e
sided; it is in stin ctive . H o w e v e r , w ith o u t these instincts, 
so c ie ty  w o u ld  be just as c e rta in ly  doom ed as w ith o u t the 
exp ert k n o w le d g e . In  fa c t , e xp ert k n o w le d g e  th at re 
m ains u n in stru cted  ab o u t the r ig h t fe e lin g  b y  the y o u n g , 
and that, as it does to d a y , declin es this in stru ction , w ill  
tu rn  out to  be sterile . A n d  it w ill  lead  us in to  b lin d  a lleys .

T o  train  fe e lin g  and to  tru st the fa ith  o f  the y o u n g  is 
as im p o rtan t as to trust in  reason  and to train  fo r  scien ce. 
A n d  the tra in in g  g ro u n d  fo r  fe e lin g  is serv ice . T h ir t y  
y e ars  ago  W illia m  Jam e s lifte d  his v o ice  to  ta lk  ab ou t a



m oral eq u ivalen t fo r  w a r . H is  essay fo re sa w  som e serv ice  
that w o u ld  k n o c k  the childishness out o f  o u r bones, that 
w o u ld  v e r i fy  the in stin ctive  fe e lin g  fo r  so c ie ty  b y  a 
d istinct exp erien ce  in  so c ie ty . La Enciclopedia Italiana 
quotes this essay b y  Jam es as the m ost rem arkab le  prose 
docum en t o f  A m e rica n  literatu re . Y e t ,  till to d a y , the 
people to w h o m  he spoke have n ot heeded his ch allen ge .

S e rv ice  In y o u th , spontaneous serv ice , w ith o u t the 
orders o f  a n y  v isib le  au th o rity , has been  the p riv ile g e  o f  
vo lu n teers, in  a n y  p erio d  o f  h isto ry . T h e se  vo lu n teers  
h ave a lw a y s  m ade h isto ry . A n d  r ig h t ly  so. F o r  the 
rep etition  o f  cause and e ffe ct, in  so c ie ty , is p u re ly  m e
chanical. A n d  in  this c y c le  o f  b irth  and death, there is 
no p lace fo r  insp iration , no need fo r  au th o rity . A u 
th o rity  is absent fro m  a so c ie ty  in  w h ich  e v e ry th in g  is 
recu rren t. A u th o r ity  is indispensable w h e n  w e  m ust 
rebuild so c ie ty . T h e  vo lu n teers are the ones that heed  the 
n e w  v o ice  first, the n e w  au th o rity , lo n g  b e fo re  it is in 
the telephone b o o k . T h e y  re ce iv e  it in to  th eir system , 

b y  a v o lu n ta ry  response to an e m e rg e n cy , to  a social 
scandal, a social ev il that th e y  k n o w  m ust be con q u ered . 
A n d  n oth in g  that has n ot been  started  b y  vo lu n teers  
enters the halls o f  hum an h isto ry .

Y o u th s  may b ecom e the equals o f  th eir paren ts, th ro u gh  
v o lu n ta ry  serv ice . V o lu n ta r y  serv ice  o f  the co lleg e  stu 
dent w o u ld  com p el the exp erts to ascribe va lu e  to  the in 
stin ctive  fa ith  o f  y o u th . A n d  in  this w a y , the exp erts 
w o u ld  be fo rc e d  to shelve obsolete pro b lem s w h ic h  to d ay  
keep  thousands o f  teachers o f  the “ social sc ien ces”  in 
m ental s la v e ry .

B ecau se the v o lu n te e r serves b e fo re  a n y  a u th o rity  is 
established b y  la w , it b ecom es c lear that the au th o rity
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that com m ands his serv ice  is no lega l au th o rity . T h e  
response o f  the vo lu n teer gu aran tees to o u r law s and o r
gan ization  their true o rig in  in  insp iration . I f  the C o n 
stitution  and the la w s and the custom s o f a c iv ilizatio n  
w e re  all d estro yed , vo lu n teers co u ld  restore them , w ith 
out v isib le  au th o rity , ju st lik e  th at; and th e re b y  th e y  
w o u ld  p ro v e  the ju stice , the health , the re in carn ative  
ch aracter o f  their so c ie ty .

T h e  co n trib u tio n  o f y o u th  to  au th o rity , this tim e, 

w id e ly  d iffe rs  fro m  its ro le  in  the past. T h e n , D issen ters 
co u ld  in tro d u ce  ch ild ren  and gran d ch ild ren  in to  th eir 
p attern  o f  life , u n d er an cestra l a u th o rity ; and later, 
ed u cators co u ld  stam p th eir eq u aliz in g  m ark  on  all c o n 
te m p o rary  ch ild ren  o f  A m e rica , class a fte r  class.

B o th  tim es a u th o rity  m ou ld ed  the y o u n g . N o w , h o w 
ever, the paren ts h ave lost their fa ith  in  a n y  au th oriza
tion. T h e y  do n ot fe e l au th orized  to  p rescrib e  a n y th in g  
to th eir ch ild ren , in  fa ith  o r valu es. T h e  y o u n g  m ust 
trust th eir fa ith , th eir b e lie f in  a fu tu re  in  A m e ric a  and o f  
A m e rica , b y  serv ice  on a colossal scale. T o  serve m eans 
to  exten d  ou r fee lers. A n d  so the re la tio n  b e tw e e n  the 
fe e lin g  o f  y o u th  and serv ice  b ecom es clear. A f t e r  the 
im p overish m en t o f  y o u th ’s fee lin g s b y  the A g e  o f R e a 
son, se rv ice  enables them  to  restore  th eir p o w e r  to  fe e l 
and their co n fid en ce  in  fe e lin g .

I  th in k  that this sketch  an sw ers the an xiou s question  
w h e th e r this c o u n try  m ust tu rn  F a sc ist o r C om m un ist. 
T h e r e  is n o th in g  in  A m e rica n  trad itio n  o r in  the A m e r i

can  presen t that w ill  g iv e  these fo rc e s  a ch an ce  unless 
the tru st in  fe e lin g  and v o lu n te e rin g  rem ain s ch o k ed , 
am on g the y o u n g . T h is  c o u n try  steers to w a rd s  the r e 
d isc o v e ry  o f  the sp iritu al o rig in  o f  a ll a u th o rity . T h e

24



YOUTH AND AUTHORITY 25

pundits o f scien ce or the pedants o f  re lig io n  m a y  b lo ck  
this fo r  a tim e, but n ot fo re v e r .

A u th o r ity  is the e lectric  cu rren t that con n ects all ages. 
T h e  A g e  o f  R easo n  served  the reason  o f  one age o n ly ; 
and au th o rity  becam e m eaningless. B e fo re  this age, h o w 
ever, fo r  six thousand y e a rs  sons served  in  arm ies w h ile  
daughters served  at hom e, and th ro u gh  their serv ices in 
w a r  and peace social a n a rch y  w as  con q u ered .

M o d ern  so c ie ty  m ust pu t its e co n o m y  on a m ature 
fo o tin g  to the exten t that the y o u n g  becom e an  asset as 

vo lu n teers instead o f  a lia b ility  as job -h u n ters. E x p e rts  
m a y  quen ch  the sco rch in g  flam es o f  a social fire . B u t  it is 
the y o u n g  w h o  w ill  h ave to  w a te r  the sco rch ed  earth ; 
and in tu rn in g  th eir hearts to w a rd s  the w o rr ie s  o f  their 
d isp irited  elders, the y o u n g  w ill  restore  the m ean ing o f 
au th o rity .


