
ATTACK ON MY GENERATION 
For Grenville Clark in the dark 

days of 1940

= In 'March 1959 England decided on military conscription. In May 194-0 
the ammunition factories took a three day vacation.

The governing class in England has ostracised for the last twenty years 
every man who protested against the gospel of the easier and always easier 
way of life, who knew that life in the manhood of the industrial era would 
become harder and harder on this globe. My best friends in England, five 
in all, are not used by the government in any adequate capacity. They are 
all of military age. One wrote in 1925 that the next war would be a way of 
tanks. That was enough to finish him as a general.

In the fall of 1959 you visualized a peace in ter:s of the 19th century, 
at a moment when the economy of the world had become an economy of hemispheres, 
when the Argentine and Mexico looked to Japan and when the whole economic 
ocder believed in by Hull had gone to pot together with the Jsjold buried in 
Kentucky.

And now, in May 1940, you resurrect the Plattsburg Camps of 1917* In 
this country my whole generation insists on reiterating the thinking of thirty 
years ago. Therefore, the country's instincts are against you.

The ROTC needed today to supplement Plattsburg are industrial leader 
camps, For the last seven years I have tried to convince you, President 
Conant, Hopkins, etc., etc., that this time the industrialized mankind of this 
country has to be rebuilt. Behind every soldier ten or eleven industrial 
workers must stand and worn.

And here, as Leon Blum in France, the President talks about unhojiding the 
forty hour week. A Fool's Paradise, President Hopkins insists —  with you —  
that we should send the allies every possible help short of war. But he has 
not an hour to discuss the real issue; tne moral mobilization of our industrial 
workers. Without an immediate influx of the gilded youth of America into 
the rank and file of farmers ana workers, the true menace of the situation 
is not understood.

Lindbergh, who at least is a child of this machine age, knows that industry 
is the real problem. He is not human enough to realize that before we can 
produce, we have to revivty the industrial morals.

You humanists know that officers are indispensable. But you sec line to 
think in terms of the new era of the Iron Man. You follow the pattern of the 
French Revolution. That is all dead for good. Just as dead as John Simon or 
Montagu Norman who allowed the City to finance tne German armament for the 
drive to Boulongne. I claim no merit but to have been moulded in my thoughts 
by the lessons of defeat. For seven years I have tried to cry myself and 
you awake. If Harvard would recognize six months in a C.C.C. as equivalent to 
one academic term, it would do the only, useful thing. All the rest is paper 
and wishful thinking. I am sorry if I must anger you now. But I feel that 
my whole usefulness consists in warning you against the mistakes made by the 
ruling classes in England and France t© think in terms of 1759, in the 3hadow 
of a new world.

Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy



A t t a c k o n m y  g e n e r a t i o n
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I n 1917, America went to  war; and In 1919 » she s ta id  ou t o f
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the p ea ce . T^ls t im e , she s t a id  out o f  th e  war; and she I s  go in g  

to  get s tu ck  In th e  peace fo r  th e  j k  n e x t t h ir t y  years®

There I s  no "do a s  you p le a s e ” , in  F ore ign  A g f a ir s ; and my gen

e r a t io n  has w asted i t s  freedom  o f a c t io n  by l e t t i n g  S en ator  Nye 

pr0cla lm  in  advance what shou ld  be the s e c r e t  o f  any r e a l l y  

l i v i n g  body p o l i t i c s  the fu tu re  d ec is io n s®  Tftls i s  the  

g r e a te s t  High Treason ever  comm itted a g a in s t  the l i f e  o f  a 

g r e a t n a tio n ;  i t  i s  th e  s in  a g a in s t  th e  l i v i n g  God, or IS 

my g e n e r a tio n  in  i t s  h e lp le s s n e s s  o f  u n b e l ie f ,  p r e fe r s  , 

a g a in s t  th e  ABC o f  su rvival®

You have made worse m ista k es than th e  r u lin g  g la s s e s  in  i®s» 

France and England# How can you ex p ect to  g e t  away w ith  your 

b lunders any cheaper than they? My u s e fu ln e s s  c o n s is t s  in  wam4 

in g  you eg a In st th e se  m is ta k e s . I d o n 't  c la im  any o th er  m er it  but 

to  have been  moulded in  my th o u g h ts  by th e  le s s o n s  o f defeat®

F o r / seven  y e a r s , I have t r ie d  to  cry  m y se lf  and you awake•

I f / t t h e  Am erican C o lle g e s  would r e co g n iz e  s ix  months in

the CCC as an e q u iv a le n t  to  one acdem ic term , i f ,  in  consequen

ce o f t  h i s  s te p , twohundred thousand s tu d e n ts  would Join  t h i s  

m ishandled and n e g le c te d  army o f  r e l i e f ,  we co u ld  hope to  r e 

b u ild  th e  broken in d u s t r ia l  and s p ir i t u a l  m orale o f  Am erican  

youth• Then, we cou ld  b eg in  to  recon n ect the o u t ly in g  , unconn

e c te d  p a r ts  o f  our economy w ith  th e  main l i f e s t r e a m , by droppig  

the in s u lt in g  work p r o je c t s  l i k e  p i c n i c /  gnunnds, and do ing  th e  

r e a l i t y  v i t a l  work# ^ e  cou ld  , from t h i s  reproduct iv e  e f f o r t ,  

ex p ect the firm  f in a n c ia l  b a s i s  fo r  ̂ (arm am ent a® And w ith  t h i s  

la b o r  army appear „ a l l  over th e  Am erican H em isphere, we m ight



f i n a l l y  g e t  50 ,000  a irp la h e a

You, my ven erab le  but a b s o lu te ly  0bdurate g e n e r a tio n  put 

the c a r t  b efo re  the horse# You shout fo r  1200 a ir p la n e s  now 

when th e  w ai/is lo s t #  The E n g lish  d e c la r e d  c o n s c r ip t io n  in  

March 1939; and in  May 1940, t h e ir  Ammunition f a c t o r ie s  took  a 

th ree  d a y h h lid a y . The Canadian a ir p la n e  scheme was p lanned to  

run sm oothly in  •  1941® V o lu n teers  were se n t  home during a l l  

th e  n in e  months o f  the war, ex cep t s te n o g r a p h er s . ;

g e n e r a tio n , in  Eyjgland as w e ll  as h e r e , dlsw  

cu ssed  th e  p eace  term s a f t e r  th e  war, Luxemburg and Denmark

«a«* prom inent members o f  the next League« (Tp&^f, you r e v iv i f y  the  

P la tt8 b u r g  Canps o f  1 9 1 7 # )  My whole g e n e r a tio n  i n s i s t s  on repea«  

t in g  a l l  the s te p s  ( and f a l l a c i e s )  o f  i k x i  tw enty  f i v e  yea rs  %
'vV a—'La-* ^ > L.iAÂ

ago . have n o t been k i l l e d  in  a c t io n  as^m ost o f  my European
v ycs"u  Vj,

con tem p orar ies . And i t  n ev er  dawns on thfem th a t  they perhaps /

have to  d ie  t hm solvcs m en ta lly  a t  l e a s t  i f  t h i s  cou n try  i s  to
y

have any fu tu r e .

The g o ld  l i e s  b u r ied  in  Kentucky^ A rgen tin e  and M exico 

lo o k  to  Japan. The N orthern P o le  i s  th e  b e s t  road from Norway 

or R u ssia  in to  Canada# The economy ® th e  w orld  has m anned  to  

b rid ge  th e  gap betw een la b o r  , c a p i t a l  , and i n t e l l i g e n c e  

everywhere e x c ep t in  America* An economy o f  H em ispheres i s  

in  th e  making# And you t a lk  about tra d e  agreem ents a l a  H ull*

I f  you cb n ot b e l ie v e  in  any change, p le a se  c o n s id e r  

one sim p le  f ig u r e *  behind every  s o ld ie r  te n  or e le v e n  i n d u s t r i l l  

workers must sta n d  and work# W ithout an immedi a te  in f lu x  o f tire  

g i ld e d  youth o f  America in to  the rank and f i l e  o f  our farm ing  

and in d u s t r ia l  p o p u la t io n , we cannot r e v iv i f y  th e  m orale o f  pro** 

duct ion# And w ith ou t t h i s  moral change, weeannot p roduce.



g e n r a tio n  though n ot k i l l e d  y e t  has n ot th e  ear o f  the

cpuntry . Lindbergh who at l e a s t  i s  a c h i ld  o f  the machine age 

e p a r a ly s in g  e f f e c t s  o f  c o l le g e  e d u c a tio n ,

t i v e l t y  , the p eo p le  f e e l  th a t  he has som ething to say  th ou $i 

th e y  do n ot l ik e  h is  mind o f  a m echanic e sp e c ia lly ®  You huma

n i s t s  shou ld  b ea t him e a s i l y  knowing th a t  o f f i c e r s  are in iisp em  

sable*«*» in$p ir  ed lea d er sh ip *  But you d e c l in e  to  th in k  in  terms 

o f  th e  new e r a , o f  th e  Iren  Marc® Who d is c u s s e s  th e  r e a l  i s s u e ,

the m oral m o b il is a t io n  o f  our in d u s tr y , th e  conquest o f  th e
•7

d is a s tr o u s  m ildew on our l i f e , t h a t  t h i s  t h in ly  p op u la ted  b le a k
y

beach o f  A a v a s t  c o n tin e n t  has too  many p eop ld , th a t  l i f e  

should  b ecome e a s ie r  year a f t e r  y e a r ?  th a t  the Western Hemisp- 

sp h ere , by some m agic c i r c l e  c a l l e d  Monroe D o c tr in e , i s  Ammune 

a g a in st th e  r ig h ts  o f  mankind t o  occupy empty sp a ces?

which i t  w i l l  be harder than e v er  to  keep v i t a l i t y , r a f t  th e  

w i l l  and stom ach to  liv e®  The in d u s t r ia l  mankind o f  t h i s  coun

t r y  has t o  be reb u ilt®  ue who in  the face o f  t h i s  ta sk  r e - i t e -  

r a te s  the outworn p h rases  o f th e  French R e v o lu tio n , i s  a r e a l  

menace to this- country® ne b lo ck s  th e  road to  l i f e  Just as  

John Simon and Montague Norman whose c r e d i t s ,  in  mx&sx honor

o f  l a l l s e z  f a i r e ,  brought th e  ^ermans to  Calais®  J u st  as much 
arm

as we kxtKgxkkac Japan**«®x±a The E n g lish  govern in g  c la s s  has 

o s tr a c is e d  any member^ th a t  has n ot b e l ie v e d  in  the g o sp e l o f  

the e a s ie r  and alw ays e a s ie r  l if e ®  The ^ en era l o f  th e  Tanks, 

F u l le r ,  who s a id  in  1923 e x a c t ly  how t h i s  war would be fo u g h t, 

i s  n o t w ith  th e  B r i t i s h  E® F®. Four o th e r  o f  my E n g lish  fr ie n d s  

l i e  f a l lo w ,  because th e y  a l l  asked  fo r  realism ®  I s  my g e n e r a tio n  

here r e s o lv e d  t o  r e p e a t tie  u m b rella  p o lic y ?

th a t  in d u stry  i s  the r e a l  problem® And I n s t in c -

We a r e  u n d e r m a n n e d and we are e n te r in g  a phase in


