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57 / Wot every circle is vicious, Any human 1ife ocontains oire
zumfw, es for instance the digestive process and other mm
bolisms, daily routines and rituals, amd the older we hrow, the "
more parts of our expsrisnce ave apt %o become recurrent hubite
rooted in the past ond Supwessed won ue by the grinding process
of repetitive reourrence, But part of owr 1ife s sill fyee even

then, 4s long as 2 man osn ¥eject any one of these hublis at will,

he has not reached the siage of complete mechanisation; he 3411 " '

be direoted o new shoves. 4% this moment, your 1ife and mine sre inf
& delicate balanve between our fixed capiisl investment and ouwr m
choice for chanpge or seleotion, Life reste on this polerity of
regurrent and dirigivle 1ife, The man who has mo cholce vhatscever 7
left, and vwho camnot even reject ome of his choices made previously; |
is » prisoner- sither = life-lang prisoner in jail, or a prisoner
of his owmn m%afmm. He hes no future, ' “
1800 years ago, Ohristianity discoveved the danger of the vidl
alous olvele of men, of natlons, of vhole sooleties; and again today)
the v&a&m oirole looms large as & real danger, Yhen this Gubger
@um en 11fs, man mmot mx a new disension; man must
out a:l.’ the a@vﬁgﬁhﬁ.ﬁ own logie by a mentsl evolution. He must
ammwm@msmwﬁz towards new gosla,
_ This powsr of evolution ensbles men to pEogress




own life from one mentality to another. 4 child becomes

" an sdolescent, an adolescent & masn, s msn a husband, =a
husband a father, & father, a Judge, a teacher and a
sage. Then he founds a home himself, he educates his
children, he administers the affairs of the community,
and finally he exemplifies tradition to the young - like
Justice Holmes for instance, each time men's heart moves
in another circle and by the discovery of the new circle,
the heart of man forces upoa his mind z new mental attit-
ude that corrects the philosophy beloaging to his former
phase of 1life.

Our heart is always drewn towasrd the future and
directs our minds to & wider and wider human fellowship.
lie owe this orientation to christianity. Christianity is the
compass by which we can hold our course into the future.
Today, genulne direction toward the future is generally
calild "progress" or "evolution." DBut progress and evo-
Jdution are Christisn terms dismcovered by the fathers of

the chp¥fich. Progress is our movement slong the trzil;




evolution is the orocess by vhich this is schieved.
Yodern man, modern sclenece, modern politics have lost
the trail. Thev begin to move in vicious cirecles. Thsy
have no futurs. IThey cesse to be & 3rrt of Christisnity.
dow, meny & vcientist, businese men end politicisn
is yulte ready to cuit Christisnity, but they ususlly
pean to kxeep sclentific progress, business exonension wnd
solitiesl ouvences. Christisoity snd progress have fallen
spart. But unfortunstely you csnnot zhendon the one snd
sxvg the ather.
Cow no business asn or crofessor likoes to bhe looked
upon ar zn Osage Indien end no aodern man connects the
. gimile of the dog running in circles to himso;f. You mey
shout &t me Bwhy shou’d you ¥now say zore sbout trhe vie-

ious cirele than I? ¥You cre not our bLetier nOor #re you

s

wizer than we. How czn you roclaim thet smodern asn, cven

| seedesic men, heve lost their membershis in the fellow hip

of evolutionary srogress? hHow can you clsim thet modern

science has besgun to move in wicilous circles?™ In stort,

you mey answer, "physicisa hesl yourselfl®
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that my position would be hopeless if mankind were the same
today as 1t was 1900 years agoe. During the first thousand
years of Christianity, he who testified for Christianity
had to hold himself saloof from the ordinary world, had to
speak from & realm outside in order to make himself heard.
But now, up to 1800 years of Christianity, this is no long-
er necessasry. 4nd I appeal to you now on the basls of a
common experience, and by acknowledging this experience,
we wlll recognlze our common danger. We have all had our
breakdowns, you all know how you have had to dispense with
some small or large part of your world - a former friend,
a bygone enviromnment hzs had to be n¥eluded from your
present 1life. These eloments have eeased to be a8 part of
your world. You have outgrown them, ahd you have added a
new dimensgion to your world. It 1s on the basis of this
experience of outgrowing slone that grown up people can
communicate with eschother seriously. Io have outgrown a
part of the old world, and to have added new dimensions

to your inner world is the only possible common platform

for a lecture on the future of Christianity.
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Only people who have survived $he to some amessure inward

loss asnd defeat can understsnd each other on the topie of

genulne future.

We must have mxperienced & breakdown of & too simple
logical patiern snd have been foreced to find a new one.
Be must reslize that we cannot escape the danger of the
selfncenter@d viclous circle uvatil we can get together
and listen to sach other to establish together a common
front sgainst thls danger. 7

Phileosephy cannot communicate to mem an understand-
ing of fﬁture of direction, of evolution, or of values
becsuse it makes its apneal to reszson. And Yreason® with

)
& capital R is man's mind before he has experienced death
and birth, or in other wordsiPhilosophy appeals to man
before he has lived., Christianity is no philosophy. A1l
Christian speech is routed in the experience gleaned from
confusion, from ¢ breakdown of reasom in the face of a
new period of growth, & new evolution of our minds., Ob-

viously, only by an excess exceeding our habitual reasoning

can we outgrow our nmental habits. And only the experienece
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of outgrowing mentsl habits makes man human}

It mey be noted, in psssing, that even the most
Cnristian ph#losophers always knew that philosophy appealed
to the reason of man before he had lived. 4nselm of Cant-
erbury said that philosophy tried to prove things ¥Velud

<

ante experimentum“f This happy phrase significantly
3

enough hzs heen slurred over in modern trenslations.
But Anselm's phrase constitutes a real key for our own
understanding. Philosophy talks to man =28 though the ex-
periment of living had not yet taken place, se-%fe-spealk,
before the experiment, so to spesk. "Reason" zlways aréues
before the event, before our soul has been incarnsted, bve-
fore God has come into the world.

Christianity however, communicstes Fvelud poste
experimentum, ss though you snd I had lived a full life
already; at lesst we msy essume of each other some shedding

of our desad skins, some evolutioh. I bese my reasoning on

the crutiel experience of mental forsakeness in ell of you;

2. The "Itinarsrium mentis in deum™ by Bona Ventura -
A classic on this jroblem of Yexcessus®™ from one mental
level to the lext.
Anselm of Canterbury, "Deus homo? II,9, The latest trans-
lation renders "velud ante experimentum™ simply as
without experience.
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by mental forsakeness I mean the temporary blackout of the
mind that comes from any breakdown in mentsl habits when we
are thrown out of gear because we must face defeat before a
new life can begin for us. I should not treat you as my
fellow men nor as my equals if I appealed to your reason

s though you were isolated unevolved minds. This, to me,
is the comtemptable and disgusting attitude of all purely
reasonable zrgument. IHembers of the zudienee are treated
like clever children who have never surviged the short
livedness of their logicsl syllogisms and never grown up
to mental followship through the experience of breskdowh
and recovery. It is the one sweet fruit of 1800 years of
Christianity that philosophy can appeal to your power of
resurrection after the mental breakdown caused by the
crutial conflict between the dog in us that is rumning in
a viclous circle beczuse his master's trail 1s lost, and
the man in us who has ocutgrown at least one vicious circle
already and found the trail agein - perheps by leaving your

homes and coming to this university to enlarge the circle of

your life this mental forsakeness, snxiously deprecated by
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resson 85 UNNECESSATY, unscund, act to be allowed, has been
the hygiene of all llving sekls during the last 1800 years,
£he basic assumptlon of philosophy that resson is ths right
and. only court of zppesl for & spesker scens to me out-
dasted. I consclously chsllenge this besle sssumption of &ll
philosophy; I would bore you othereise, snd I certeinly
could not come to any common understending with you on
enybthing that is lmportant. We only kwmos what Lz important
after we have faced mental dangers; sepsrately, wnd when
we trest speeeh as our means of csrrying the fight on to-
gether. The people who report facts to your ressom, pogze
as strong minds who have the nerve to stsnd slone. I do
no pose as strong und 1 do mot think that you ere zmy more
concelted than I am. I =ppeal to your power of surviving
this mentsl breskdosm - I mesn thet - :nd of coming to life

again, after the confusion o & zore msture level, in & new

dimension, with z new current of speech connecting us snd

mankind,
By trsating each other not ss smcothly running ®Bessons?

but as persons whe hsve grown up {rom one state of aind inte
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snother, we can cooperate, we can st.ve off & relapse into
the ¥icicucs elircle. 1 shall try to proceed in thiz annner
begesuge Christianity has endowed ug withk this poosibility
of sopesling to each other on the banig »7 our gouls
growth end evalution., Iny sclence thst is rorth while 5
nmugt treat mazn ar o soldier In the war sgsiost the vielous
circle. &nc @ scientist, » shilosopher, o nirtorian, & ;
hiologlisty, o socliologlst who goes on ¢« ooealing to reason

zlone deprives science of its mesning 1n the Curistian bBrs.

The mesning of stiencc In the Christisn Ers lies ia the ‘ |
strugzle zgeinst the viclous cirele, the ctrugzle for the
rebirth of humenity in & better sorld. & sclence vhose %
soldiers do not recognize thot they r&ce;v@ thedr stinsend
x5 sclentists for thils purpose wory osutside of the frame-
vord of the Christian sre. Celentists, by thelr lives, may
testify to men's fight sgeinst the vicious cirede., 4ud

E

their lives msy then inspire cacd orient future senerction

w

in the same wer., DBut the socisl triumph of scienee cndengers

thic example in oricntstion. lothins fails like success;

a man's success nesrly clways lands the adairing imitctor

/
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in a2 vicious circle. Jesus had to avoid sucecess to free zll

,

.Christianity forever from the viclous cirecle of imitation.

The future of Christianity is & bad title for a lecture.
it implies that the speaxer can make & special contribution
for classifying Christianity by adding perhsps a remark on
the future of this otherwise famillsr subject. This of
course is nénsense., Christisnity snd future zre not two
nouns that can re glued together or torn apart ad libertum{
like the future of Duke University or the future of horse-
racing. Whereas it is up to us; whether we wish to consider
the future of these institutions or not the relation of
Christiandty and the future is given, Curistianity is the
very process of finding and securing man's future. Christ-
ianity is the founder end trustee of the future, It attempts
to force & genuine free future upon man who otherwise stays
put in & circular novement. There is no resl future outside
the é?ristian mentality. All other so-called futures are
cyclical changes. And mere changes sre sub-humsn. Vhen
you marry snd divorce end re~merry just for a chsnge,; when

you chase one job after another, 2s a2 cet may chase her tail,
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your power of hsving a life history decays. dJust for a

change, ig no humen ecategory, becruse maa mekes hlstory by

deeiding which chamgzes are necessary ond desiralile and whieh
4

changes must not be made. Christisnity is called = histor-

iczl religion beczuse 1t haus taught whieh what history

mesns, 2ll history 1is clther orientzd by thls faet or it is

o mear catalog of changes. Christisznlity says that asn’s

1ie hes & beglnning, & midile and wn end. 4ind 1t also

says the world has o center, & start and & destinction.

and without this velief, we retain from all historical data,

fiust 1066 :nd all thot,® aothning but mesningless chafl,

Theés rejection of historical meaning is taking place b&fore
our eyes, In my home town of eleven hundred people, in
Vermont, this year at bacster time, a poem was réad in the
woman's club stating that before Christyando Domini, sfter
all, made no difference, that there was no such thing as a
Christian Epa. When such a doctrine can be proclaimed in

Vermont #¥d (of course the Nazi repudiate the Christian Era

too) The abolition of the Christian Era and that meszns the

4. P¥hen it is not necessery to change, it is necessary
not to change.® by the Duke of
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abolition of orientation, must have gone pretty far. In

the most amicable of men
1934 James Breasted, the famous egyptologlst/and/myselfl

were the guest speskers 2£ the Znericsn Historical Assoc-
ietion, at which time I hesrd it explained “thenk God we
are through with the 4,000 yesrs of revelation" (wmeaning
Israel and Christianity). £41d he added thet Franklin D.
Roosevelt could now line up directly with the grent
Pharsos of bgypt 4,000 years sgo, for soecial progress -
social progress with the omission of 4,000 vears 1 i

The future of Christisnity snd the future in Christ-
ianity to day are both absndoned by millions. 4t the

same meeting in my home town &t wnich the anno domini

poem was read, & guest sperker ascerted thet civiliestion

vas8 obviously &t sn end; but, after all, that was not so bad,

had not the dark sges prevsiled for many r century, -nd then

& glorious renzissance burst forth? But singulsrly, she

forgot to add that aan had survived the dark ages by his

faith in the future. By an ardent belief in an end of time,

8 last Jjudgement; 2 finsl coming of the word made flesh.
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, Ehe forgot to &dd that this zlowlng falth in the resl future
had brought sbout zl1l rebirth fron zenersation to gendrastion,
in ¥raaclscans, spetestents, puritasns, rnd perfectionlsts,
and in the Benslssgence itself svhich she so grecztly zonmired.

&£130 &t the zome ueeting in 1974 =t whlch James
Hrerated mace thls ztatement thet dumped 4,000 yesrs of
anolesting revelstion rs worthless litter, : Chinese Christ-
izn found the courage in hils Clristisn faith to resd aze
¢ noem on China%s feith. Lich stanza hed this refrsin:

flhere 1s not even & chance for tesrs,
There is not cven n chsnce for tesrs,
The Ching of 4,000 yeors is Zonel®

& gtronge colncidence 1t would szeem: The chinese ook
x coufort in hir newly concuered Christlan fzithy in it he
could survive the fell of (hina%s 4,000 years. Eut the

others, uansked, unchellenged, undefested osutwsrdly,

-

threw sway the pesrl of their [fsith zand hepe. They stepped

o

.

. outside of thelr own civilization libthesrtedly,vith a
®wcll, 1t seens to be 2ll over;® :nd Lnvited us to wsit &

fer hundred yeers outside in utter isrikness., iHrwever, by

disesrding the Christiun Ers ond destinstion they lost &1l
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that 1t shekes 211 the confidenece of the laymen in the

ing of history. The assumption of the "dark sges," as

orientation in time. Obviously this step is so arbltrary

e an-

no8t-

ulated by the protestants, lz alresady & big order to swallow:

it meant & thousand years of corruption ond superstition.

But now all revelation of 4,000 years goes overbosrd,
Fal
kY

4
A

years for instructbn and betterment.

®ell,

4,000 yeers have erred, we cannot look towards the coming

Tre soet with her sbolition of anno dominl and fA4 of

our ere, znd the speaker with her possitle renaissance of

Americen civilieation =2fter 802 yecrs of new dirkness,

the inevitable conseguence of anostosy from the Tutures

prove

these good people heve lost orientstion. Humanity without

beginning angend is like 2 man who is lost 1 wood

.
ct
-
©

and

wanders in circles, They hegin rcomewhers rnd end where they

started, They =are lost in = meaningless cyele of Spengler-

ien ups znd downs., Civilization =nd derk azes ond renaisse

ance chase each other. The human heart s not mnaster of

eternal 1life, instesd the human amind is the spectator of the.e

cosmic revolutions. So all paganism must think in circles and

its
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eycles and eternel. recurraaces. Plutots grazt year of
1461 years, the nindu revolutioas of wany sorlds cad »lllea-

iums the doetrine of sn inevitable rotation in forms of

5

k%

government, the germani¢ "twilight of the Gods®y &t rege-
uler intervals, the mexicsa myths, Hitler's brushling cside
of & ®"whole solar conste ‘itiun“ which he proclaime to be
over - sre £11 examples of cyclical thinking. ;hix thinking
is logically Jjustified, 1t is proven ani scber because 1t i8
based on experience, it 1s coursgeous since il faces Lhe
world squarely. 1thic thinking then, iabodles all the Les
virtues of the neathens Justice, voulsge, pirudeace. I3ut 1t
is & faithles 8, s lovelessy ond « hopeless tudauking, hoving
all the secular virtues, it lscxs tane csrdinsi virtues.

This thinking isbvoid of & genulne coucept of "future®;

it treats life as if it followed tne laws of desc aatter.

7

Inis thinking takes its clue from physics anu lhe Shservation
of externsl nature, stars und stones FAL/dded/BEiigy ure
corpses. In this csse the desd stars become our only

measurenent and standard for time. The sstroacalceal celendar

5. In my autoblography of western man called out of Revolution
18388,p.458 ff. 1 have shown how tine Christian Era has svoicded
the circulsr movement from monarchy thru aristocracy and
democracy to dietatorship which is today advocated ss

inevitable
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oreédnts us with the help of dezd bodies., wters are dead - their
'qorpsés. The University iz streva «lth corpses. Qur life is
srisoned zmong these corpses.
Spengler, Ereasted, the women's club speakers, they
heve a1l glven up th.e ctornel future of living men in favor of
the mechanical future of dead lnstlitutions. The masses are
told to capltulate before tuls relapse Inte & eyclical mytho-
logical pagenism. Youpf hesr the word myth used frecuently in
our days. The myth is the form of zental life that pagenism
choosest 1life without the intermission of desth, vithout the
breakdown ana & resurrecticn 1n your hesrt wnd in my heart.
Pa:sanism puts its fuith in the asutomet ot the =zolrr calendar;
and borrows for its stone heart tne future thet stones haves
aechsenical rotation 1a circles, eclipses snd epicycles,

The future of li{e, however, cean.ot be bought for cay other

price than the sdmicsion of death., vtoues doa't dic, hsve not

the privilege of dying, buv &ll living creatures survive death

a

incessantly, All the millions of cells in your body ere re-

generatea in furious processes; cnd cince cur biology 1s basea

on the constant reproduction of unew cells =2nd the desth of old




cells, onr lives do not acve ia cireles, Lut throazh

catostrosic events of birth «a0 death. Ine croza la
or of w1l livwlioy

aare rotstion of sustrel todies. The

sub-vige. ootégories of thiaxzing slnce wea'ls life
te not roungd bubt crucicl., Bvery child knows this: then you msay
sey “wny haed dpengler ~ad Mronoted ever & change with thelr
suirals or cireles?® ¥ny Jdoes uwen a=zsitate for o moment in
chooglag bhe ainlle Tor nle own Life?

Zan's body contuiis e elenent thet 1s hald desd ond
el «ldver nals orelin. oo s grey wabber ciuoiste
cells and is slive. Sut {4 carmotl Lo cenevs teds e
cells sre units, btne. Live snu dle o tuenselves,
mnede on the breln is indelibie, Cur wind Is lacurable.
the braln is nalé siive end nelf dead,  ane
terrible price or the centrasli.etioa 27 the mind

S
If the miag has wE ints Life is ex)lained
regson Thy esuecls
to srevent the aind's error. Jince

aants body is




.

©Are we not srogressing?? These voraclous new
; & g

unchsngesble. Put these news mongers sre Lhe

men, sctually. Doo't you see thot they wry

froa ile own Inner jrocess, no new Life con
. \ . - X

is produced in the prainj; the news Troa the

the plsce of new life 10¢ide, Tue Lrain is

stive part of vur Lody. £n¢ scholars cre the

. conservrtives of :oclety. sconomists still

nas ao freedom but thatWlove® hss, 1fhe chil

exceptional cestrscion of the grey antter 1o

becoues necesssry to check ihe mindg obtuseness. The open mind

iz & very clever, = very smert device to cover up thls,

eunich churacter, You find wandern minds hunting oceogress daily.

reporters ond

news resders sceem Lo rsky, es 1F in Teer of belag

se thio cuontity
of news daily? Thelr braln needs the stimulusz of news befause,
o new cell

outside must toke

wost latetkerste

goll standard when nobody else does. Jnilosoph

o the "Ircedoa of tie sill™ when eveiy calll knows

) is not free becuuse 1t waats to 1live, but "love
it can choose to die. How, s»pirit is the process by which this
OVErCOmE .

coordinstes the mind with the rest of our bedy. Our bodies
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cpite pormally; our minds would remsin childish forever

egcept for the spirit. The cultural lag has becoue intolcerable
todey Jjust for thls resson thet tne braln cells don't Cile

«nd we leck the s»oirit for rerenerationl Eoirit is the
pressure of the neart Lo rorce the gind ianto the regenerated
orocessesg of the other verts of our syster. Cnirit substitutes
for the unavoidehle sterility or tne grey matter tne growth
of new circles of #llowshliy hetween individusls., The older s
serson, the wider must be hig world of thought if te is to be
kept mentslly alive., oince the b“rain cells sre in o blind
#lley blologically, the suirit unites men in ever zrowing
fellowship with eqpqgents of sex, sge, opinion, class, n~tion,
And 90 the false lazg of his braian is rezesired. . ¥Yhen & nman

is ar lonely as most aodern men =eeu to be, then his body may
be fifty and yet his mind will still re only lf yrs. old.

The spirit can change that. It csn gilve the 3ind the stztus
of a living crecture which grey mestter by itself hes not.

For 1living crectures bear fruit. Ihe spirit bears fruit.

It survives the grey matter of finite aminds. It introduces
grey

the element of growth, known to the rest
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in our hesrts is the future, 1lhe body rotates in = physical
world, the heart rota es in the growing sockl world; ths mind
zerves both., Human learts sre drawa o each other., The

spirit corrects the mind. few fellowskips, new groups,; new
consfi}atioas spring £4 upy &nd defy the li-iness of the observ-

ing mind. 1he curre of our times is ~ so=cslled oven mind
5

thet cea cever stop opealng itsclf. lne blessing of a1l tine

[y
m

the open heart whdeh out of its abundance ssesx

w

the word

of

destiny wnleh lewus out of the impsasses of the braoin,
Obviously, = brain thst observes caa only observe recurrences,
Bub & aesru wilch serves can serve the zanointed end. If your
heart can make a decislon today beczuse it beats tne final
tact ol vod's crestion, then the sjyple need niot fall domn

from the tree &nd your brother 4bel nust no! become the victim
of your envy znd no myth or ideology needs to linger veyond
1ts appointed time. Your heart cen arrest physical pauses

&nd social habits. Hearts cen do what the mina ic incapable

of dolng, by ite very composition: they cuzn bupy the deal in

time, because they can EALI4 snticipate the worst. 1nst is sll
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it can do: it can make the fiiture grow by taking the first

“step into it. This is all we know of an open future. "Whether
to win or whether to ligﬁe to no good man is told." While the
heart wings upon the future it leawes behind the recurrent
pregedence upon which predictions are based. Pagans always
preceed and predict from precedence. Christians remain un-
predictable.

The certainty that the end of time directs your heart
and my heart today is the only distinction between myth and
faith.

When a good friend of mine ascribed every evil of our
times to the fact that our railroads were bankrupt, I called
attention to Henry Ford and our glorious highway system and
the Pan American Airlines. But still he believed that the

Bowds
end of time had come because his railroad Hrres were worth
nothing. The world was going to hell, and s new Ku Klux Klan

would revenge him soon, and restore the railroads and govern

the country with an iron rod. I finally asked: "well in your

eyes then, the railrods are a part of the htmerican Constitution?® %

"Of course they are," was the reply. 4 finate relative thing

w—




was enthroned and given a place in the constitution. Put the
~constitution itself was to be broken by the new Eu Klux Klan.
In other words my friendwas willing to overthrow the whole
order to get rid of a part of it because of the railroad myth.
Placing & trsnsient thing in the center, as though the rail~
roads had neither & birthdsy or a day of death, he created a
myth that mas going to bring death and violence to thousands
of living beings as victims of this myth. A&ny amyth must lead
to bloody sacrifices because the kernel of any myth is a
transient thing to which we attribute immortality. HNow when
this kernel is not allowed to die, somebody else has to die
instead. It is not far from this point to the Fascist revival
of the myth.
But do not seek the amyth in politics only. The route
of fascism and all mythologies, the rcute of all modern pagen-
ism, political or otherwise is in the sbuse of science.
The zcaﬂemic world is responsible for communism and fascism,
Nazism and Spenglerism. Scientists have created their sep-

arate world of the mind without acknowledging their iddebtedness

. ousaca creatd
one time for the whole world by the

1ncarnation;

Instead of bewalling the politiesl errors of
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our times, you, my &csdemic friends, should bewsil the misery
of our sciences. 1he pecple of thls country sre hezlthy. The

hearts of americans sre s3till Christian. EBut the pride of the
erecfed @jﬁmaﬂ Lo .

seientists hes failed to respect the plllars of time,[ese he pilde

of Foo a8 T2 delKin O o are

drection of—Fwepeas ¢stablished by lived lives, not by the

S‘ije J
mind or thought of scsdemic flelds. #ﬁea=wﬁ-abalisgy 25us

as the center of history;we no longer sdmitted thst the

beginning before 511 beginaings, the crmtéﬁi%wcw&dﬁfﬂfzj% ;

from the Bginning of 11f®|§ﬂ§ (he redeeming =zolutions frox the

appointed end of all life met for the first time in him. So that

he became the center between all past and gll future. ALbolish-
as

ing our oldest brother/the first man fro:z the end we lost the

Curistian Era. ngfing the era we lost orientatlon. *nosing

orientstion we lgnore the center for the heart of man, the

"future®, and the mind cessed to stem from the future. It

wes treated ss an observer of physieal facts. The mind which

stirs in @s because ocur soul tries to gsim its ultinmate end,

was degraded into a2 mere conecoanittaat or parfallel to the

body. H¥an seemed to use both, mind snd body, for living in

happiness himself. However, wheress the body lives forward
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the sind can only be enlightened by the light reflectsd back

to us from the end of time. bodies are our routes in the
beginning, our =inds crown cur lives beccuse they opusrate from
the end of time backward. There can be no silence without a
gonference. %hen sclence came to consider the minds of the
scientists themselves 55 a mers machime thet ran in the seme
race with the body from the past toward the future, the whole
distinction betwsen end snd origin, desth and birth was aban-
doned., &Sclence conceatrated on recurrences ncot only in nature,
but in the soclety itself of which the -clentist forms = part.
The business cycles, Spenglerts seasons, curves, probabilities,
trends, became the accpeted tenets. None of theze movements
nave beginning or end. And we know slready, thot anything
that has meither & proper beginning quwan end, thst cannot
die in its own =eccord, is sf myth, an idioclogy, =nd "ism".

e —

The Ossge Indians sre the psttern of cur whole society when

its open future withers under the magic spell of stience. You

will protest and say: "Mbut have we ever given in tc the

circles completely? Have we not compromised betwren 1life and

death by speeking of “dyumamic® life in comtrast to sidie?
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Oh how tired I zm of the word dynamie. What if I am asked to
bewstat;c or dymamic or even that I shall go up stream agsinst
the trend? Donft you see that dynamic is in no way more ex-
cellent than static because it too lacks direction. A dynamie
individual - well any criminal 1s dynamic. Persons are not
dynamic but oriented: they can distinguish beginnimg and end.
A more subtle compromise between the stars and the heart beat
is the imsge of the spiral. Life moves in cycles butVupward®.
My heart is as btored by spirals as by cyecles. I find no com-
fort in these figures of speech. Well I heve to live today
and tomorrow. And the higher of the spirsls tomorrow is
relative only to the appearances of todsys world. But I
decline to take God out of todays world and to wait for

him until the spirsl winds its way higher. God is here today.

e

He may not be visible in those sppearances with which the

spiralists deal. But in the cross of resl life future is

a

here already, the perfect feature is within our hearts es much
-

zs the imperfect past.

Most of these compromises who used the word dynamic,
—

—

active, spiral, used to believe at legst in the progress of
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science. And progress is not merely zctive or spiral or
dynamid. Progress is final or it is not progress. But 1 am
sorry to say that many sciences zre ligquidating this residue
of their Christian basis. They ere rescching the final stage
of decay in which thelr research itself begins to move in
vicious cirecles. The pride of individual science is reaching
its end today in the inevitsble catastrophe in store for all
grey matter: in the viclous circle. Bibiical criticism today
iz bacx to 1770, to the year in which it storted. Historic
criticism is back to the days before Wolfe. Lconomics is
beack to the physiocrats snd mercantilists, asnd as far as I
understand 1t, physics hes been saved froam this fste only by
Einstein. History is back to the chronicles, since it has become
social history. Lérge acadenic fields fall pre& to t e mental

deeth of the viciou: circlg. Ihe myth of a purely scientific

progress has led the scholers to =ow off the trunk of Revel-
atlon ofs which their science was but a branch. And as we see
the Greeks and Romans in the first century of our era, fight for

the repetition of their mental sctivities, so we see modern

scholars today live zentally on the side of these beaten and
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defeated minds. The book by 4. iuock an @Gonversion is written
whelég from the viewpoint of & fozmsn Pagon who is diggusted
with Chiistianity. Ihiz fzshion which hes been so familiar
with us since Gibbon, iz & peppery ilngedient when Lt 1s under-
stond an irony, but most scientlsts o todsy orefer to think
that they btheszselves zre 1a the position of the HRomsn lawyers
zni Greek Oraztors, who carried on their silly -nd obsocldése
literary snd legsl srguments mray centuries =Tter Peul had
tried to teach in fthens, The iAthenlans ond Pomsns of today
zre our socislogists snd psychologists df/£fdfdd, biochemists
historisns, lowyers, ond theologisns who try to preserve

ororress in their field outside the framework of beginning =nd

end ¢rested by the €@ross, o sclence can 2rove the bvegzinning

orknd of man. 4o science can orient man. Lived 1life is the

only orientation for life thst hes to be lived. Birth and

death both sre outside the fiecld of resson becauise regson

2,

is the zppeal to that part of our body that is neither born
nor killed within our lifetime: the grey matter of the brzin
exlsts as & dynamic mechanism if not permanently regenersted

by the efforts of the heart. Hence, resson ignores birth
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and death if 1t 1s not overwhelmed by the heart. Sitting in
the waiting room of a great hospital, I went through the
biology znd physiology books on the shelves. <Some of them

did not have the Egrd in the index, those whlch did mentioned
it toward the end of the book, on let us say, psge 934. One
book defined life ss a factory which 1s able to build new
factories. The author of this miraculous abracadabra for
10,000 American studeats who a}} defined life &es = factory

that can produce new factories, omits the zimple fact that

the first factory dies, becomes & corpse., Ike first inexor-
able definition of 1life is that it is the process that pro-
duces death, corpses, from the maa's definition, & homuncu-~
lous bred in ¢ test tube, neither bora nor slive, nor ever
dying, is the outcome of living. Yet this sane man came out

of his mother's womb and will have to give un his spirit into
the womb of time. bDut the expert's grey mastter can't face

the hnmag‘being's actusl experience. UCclentifically, he cannot
take cognizance of the most elgétary facts of his own existence

-

& layman. &s ¢ lesymsn he knows that he 1ives because he is

born,

and that he thinks because he pugt di
. b E.
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However

progress of Science before the progress of mankind -

.

you can only save your sclence and 211 Ecience when the prog-
ress of mankind is first ascertainedT QW neighborly movements
—

of your hesrts toward the common goazl. This progress of mankind
is tlocked by the self-centeredness of each particulsr science
snd department. Today science disposes of its rubject matter
in & sovereign manner. In dealing with dead objects, Men
is in God's plsce snd may dispose of them. But when it comes
to Man, to soclety, to economics, to history, sclence proposes
end God disposes.

1t is the love of scilence which makes me speak here
ia fzvor of & soclety in which science cun progress. Progress
is the life bloocd of sclence. 7Progress is Impossible in a
society that has lost direction. But if our sfudents, if we
ourselves, if workers, sad fsrmers could experience not only
the calender of the desd past but the c=zlendar of the future,
if the? could learn to use our past for initiating social
orp}ts science might retain its place within society. But

sclence 1s Caesar today and does not render to God thst which

is God's.
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The sclientist amsy shrug hils shoulders and explain:

.

“BIf we are 80 bad as you make us out, you only refute Christ-

isnity., After all, the bankruptcy of ocur srogress must involve

L Christianity. If sc are bankrupt, Christiamty 1€ benkrupt

fod

&
too.% Yes Christisnity iz bankrupt. But there 1s ¢ difference.
Vhen you snd I go bankrupt, ve gre finlshed. ¥healhristisaity
saes bankrupt, it begins 8ll over cgzain. Christizalty has
«lwnys been bengrupt. Its power restis in this, in the grest
outery, "Hy God, ¥y God why host thou forss¥en thee?" By

this cry, Jesus becnme our brother. I7 Jesug had not prayed

in thesc words of the Lind Pselm, he vould not heve becoune ourp
ecual. EBut by giving up the sovwer of nlsspirit Tor this one
moment, he created his unsnimity with 511 men. A1l minds =zre
bankrupt at times; Christisnity 1s bssed on the discovery that

our ainds are as amortazl as our bodiez. The 1ife of the mind

i1s intermittent. The condltlcn for living f=ith is thoi 1t K
renzing intermittent. One thousand yesrs sfter Christ, the

tnen new Jcience ¢f theology wes founded by iLnsela of Canter-

bury with the outery "$¥hat ghall vour servent do, exiled so far

sway from you?®

sron von H8ugel never wesried of proclaiming
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Tertraenite

o the one ¥ beginning, the one divine crertion before 011

is preised snd the Jews re persecuted, the twe atiitud & ere

"lome, v Lerd, come.” L1t Ia i irgnirction by the ord
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purposes. God's word is alepys spoken to the end, from the

’

a

-future back into the preseat. God's vord is never the word of

tie sast., It is God's word ouly s3 1t spesls to us from our

- R

aonointed end. But I hsve often been surprised to fing how few
wecple were willing to accept the Tull implicetion of Johm,
ACrapter I, verse I. "In the beglmning wsu the word e2ad the
word wns with God." The lmplicetion is thet the wordd ig in-
AEFEE dissolubly connected with the future too, for God is he

who shall be and the first coming of Christ 1-to the world

recelves xeening only fro:r the second eoming, July thea did
movenent

the first comlng stort the d@géfdgt whici it proclaimed to

tart; o zovemnent tomords the end. w0 1f John did not ex-

‘ect Lhe %1“" to ceame, AQ—C/‘A—QJ M’L&de ﬂ_&z{“ ]LKD.O(CM_ .

(s el frms fhs, Ecnd re0ld ha Cede; o el [ccuts i s o,
y.m..If m@l\:« ‘«’%‘Qﬁk VATl X frromnt

“rter a ceatury of 1 el ‘“*%1c*n cre nlstoriecsl
analysis it may be hard for jou to
wes cnly delfled bucouse e res the first msn vho stensed from
the egd of time, the firs: marn of destiny. He tied
no loager te the beginnings but to the nal destinstion of
zntigulty all conme

pankind. In Jesus': cross the beginniags o

to en end snd all the ends of acdern nan milke thelr beginning.



wns, Jesus wns the first finel man, who llved from the end of
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Jesus was not a prophet of things to come azs John the Baptist

,

time pack into his time. How much more must be said of Jesus
e the perfect man in the literal sense of this much zbused
term: "Perfectus?® mesns to be crected finslly, to your final
stage. When Jesus explained "Factum est" he &lsc cignified
—

"Perfectus sum",.

The ends of modern sclence z=re not the real ends of
all time znd when postulated oz such they urset Christian 1life.
They do so becouse they upset tne balance butween the finished
end unfinished perts of crestion. Modern man wishes to have
certainty before he acts. There must he no "unknowns" or
uncheeked "voriebles™ in his experiments. He wants to have
ell the means at his disposal before he zcts. The mechanicels
mind 1s right in requiring the tools btefore he stzrts repairing

.

5 car; the contractor is right when he asxs for the money
and materials before he sterts bullding. The mechsnle snd the
contractor both build o thing known 1. the jast. Necither is

creating "future®. dechanics znd contracters dominate the

modern scene. This has never happened before. And therefore



the modern scene ignorec the cresiion of "futurel,

.

The future io securead by men wik

thet remeins ror Lok salvetion o

time
obtimistic of thelr powers snd williing to
' .

211 rules. dhe wuilder beileves thul toe eswrih wiil

lest for & long time.

0i glrders, bpracves, beumns, da stress and pres.ure wod

In other words Lue non-believe: of as, To

of ulm butl unaapplly coasiders u..asell wvouad

rules anu regulsitlons dictating toe nature of .43 «“Orks.

: the mechanical and lhe academic mind both tolie 1t for

that the year 2041 will taxe pluce ia an orderly muanqer,

snd that the precedence wad

—_—

regulctions,; o

&
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e
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key to lasting life is the Christian concept. The Christlan
conceptlis the opposite of that of the mechanie. &sg Chesterton
szid so inimitably well: Miald the end of the world was long
ago." The Christlen hzs the ead of the vorld, of hisvworld,
constantly in mind., He hes survived its end alresdy, more
then once, and now he faces it zgein. There will be no time,
no next century, no £04l. Thi:c world is turning to ashes.

He sees clesrly that in this world the blood of the heart no
longer pudses. It is mechanizaed, instltuticnslizced, retional-
ized, orgesnized. It hss a0 soul. Oae tlow zad 1t aust fall.
For ndoae is willing to die for it, wuni ¢ worlc o1 which no
one will dies 1s not ¢live. ¥hen the women'ts c¢lubs soezkers
hsve no better connectinn with this yorld then to sccépt its
end mentzlly, when the only relation bhetwreen ynu znd your
world goes through the ob:serving mind, tnls world is at an end.
But "the end ol the world was lonr ago" -nd the Tirst day
of cre&t?on is before us. %e live in the
There are no precedents. Thers are ao rules snd rerulctions,

conventional channels =znd organizstions. ZTegzinning cnd end

Alld 2gsain the resl gcrlé:Godt
s



=

-Z8e
world .must nove 1ts dawn, right now. Thi=z gives us the power
go bezin snew, the vision thet Godfs time which is both of one
end and one beginning insplres snd survives meny beglinnings
ond many ends of aen's endesvors.,

The wey in vhich the death of» soclety is FFAdUérdd
nvercome 1s not by the observetion or the facts or the preser-
vétion of the rights or the reservotion of front seats. In-
stead of letting soclety breax down you h=d better lét your
krein cells be hroken down by the spirit that demands from us
an answer to this cusstion: hot is i/yet unfinished, un-
erezted, unprecedented, uncomorised in the vicisus eircle
of our thinking? &nd we shall slwsys find thst the man of
the future i{s not created snd th«t the future.of all Christ-
lanity is safe aé long ¢ two or three Christians of the
future sre in =mankind,

I shsll hzve to desl vith the potentisl Christicns of

&

the fature in & spsecicl adiiress, Thelr lives will not follow
any xnosm pottern of Christizn 1ife #ud so 1 trenble when 1

3

sention this topic of the Cnristisas of the future., I feel

that I have reschcd the pillers of Hercules. It is &
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