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Roy, o u r  r e v e r e n d  and  b e l o v e d  d e n i e r ,  Dr® 

Ambrose VBrnon, c o u l d  h e  b e  b o r e ,  w o u ld  l o a d  h i  a 

c h a r g e  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  ia in -  

i s t r y i  I  am g o in g  t o  3poak t o  yo u  a s  one  s o l d i e r  

t o  m o t h e r .

ho c c l o b r a t o  t o d a y ,  wo a r e  s h a k e n  b y  s u b l im e  

e m o t i o n s ,  we a r e  e l a t e d «  H ow ever, i f  a n  o r d l n -  

a t i o n  w ore  j u s t  a day i n  d u i c i  j u b i l o  o u t s i d e  t h i s  

r e a l  w o r ld  o f  f e a r  and  w a r ,  th o  c h u r c h  n i g h t  seem  

t o  w a s t e  h e r  a u t h o r i t y  on you a s  a n o t h e r  h a r m l e s s  

and  n i c e  human being®  Y our m i n i s t r y ,  f o r  a l l  t h i s  

g l o r i o u s  c e re m o n y ,  m ig h t  s t i l l  end  I n  c h i l d i s h n e s s ®

And i f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  

c o n s i s t e d  o n l y  i n  a  r o u t i n e  w eekday  b u s i n e s s  o f  

an  e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  a num ber o f  l a w f u l  s t e p s ,  a -  

g a i n ,  t h e r e  would, b o  d a n g e r .  Tlia C h u rc h  t h e n  m ig h t  

seom t o  s o i l  h e r  g r a c e  t o  a  man f o r  h i s  w ork  w i t h 

o u t  grace® And y o u r  m i n i s t r y  w o u ld  bo  r u i n e d  'ey 

s t e r i l i t y .

O b v i o u s ly ,  y o u r  o r d i n a t i o n  i s  a  u n i t y  o f  week 

d a y  an d  h o l i d a y ,  and  on t h i s  w e ek en d ,  t h e r e  i s  

n e i t h e r  l e g a l i t y  n o r  v o r enq^ H a l l e l u j a h f

B ut s t e r i l i t y  and  c h i l d i s h n e s s  a r e  t h e  p e r 

p e t u a l  d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  They w ere  H i n d



a l l e y s  I n t o  w h ich  y o u  w ore  le d *  A g a i n s t  t h e s e  

two s i n s ,  o r i g i n a l  s i n s  o f  n a n  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e  

o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  you  f o u g h t  y o u r  f i r s t  b a t t l e s .

I  a n  s t a n d i n g  h e r e  a s  t o e i r  w i t n e s s ,  and  now I  

c h a r g e  you  t o  t t n  t h e  w h o le  war*

You co n e  t o  know th o  C h u rc h  r a d i c a l l y  i n  i t s  

two a s p e c t s ,  a s  i n s t i t u t i o n  an d  a s  s u r j ^ r l s o ,  a s  

memory and  a s  p r o m i s e ,  a s  lav; and  a s  m ira c le ®  And 

you came t o  know t h a t  c i t h e r  ono w i t h o u t  t h e  o t h e r  

l e a d s  t o  h e l l *

Hoy, i f  you  w i s h  t o  w in  t h o  w a r ,  becom e an  

o x p e r t  o f  t h e  two en e m ie s  o f  t h e  C h u rc h ,  c h i l d ! s h n o s s  

and  s t e r i l i t y ,  t h e  two e n e m ie s  o f  y o u r  own l i f e ®

Know th o  enem y, h o n o r  y o u r  f i r s t  d e f e a t s  and  v i c 

t o r i e s  and  c u l t i v a t e  t h o  h a b i t  o f  c o n q u e s t ,  b y  

f a c i n g  t h e  d a n g e r  f o r  t h o  w h o le  C h u rc h  s q u a re ly ®

You h a v e  s p e c i a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i n  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  yo u  may n o t  h a v e  a  r e g u l a r  p a r i s h  f o r  q u i t e  

a  l o n g  t im e  t o  come* Tho w e a l t h  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p e o 

p l e ,  r i c h  an d  p o o r ,  o l d  and  y o u n g ,  men an d  women, 

c l e v e r  an d  s t u p i d ,  w o u ld  maize y o u  w::lse  q u ick ly ®

They w o u ld  h o l d  b e f o r e  yo u  l i k e  a  b o o k ,  t h e  v a r 

i o u s  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  human h e a r t ,  a s  i t  movos u n d e r  

l a w  and  g r a c e ,  I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  an d  on f i r e ®

i t  i s  now, yo u  h o p e  f o r  a  w ar  m i n i s t r y ,



o u t s i d e  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  Y our s a i l o r s  n a y  so© a  

young  c h a p l a i n  e n t e r  t h e  t i g h t - k n i t  f e l l o w s h i p  

a b o a rd  ship® You n a y  e x p e c t  thorn, t o  f o o l  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  £ o r e  o f  t h o  s p i r i t  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  i n  

t h e  f a c e  o f  p e r i l  and  d o a i h  t h a n  yo u  do» You 

w i l l  bo  th o  n o v ic e ^  and  t h e y  t h e  v e t e r a n s »  H e n ce ,  

you w i l l  f o o l  t e m p te d  t o  a c t  a s  t h o l r  co o k  and 

c h a r i t y  l a d y ,  m id w ife  and  i n s t r u c t o r ,  c l e r e  and  

m e s s e n g e r ,  g c - b e tw o e n  a n d  h a n d y  man® Yon w i l l  

f e e l  t o n p t o d  t o  becom e c h e a p .  I t  w o u ld  bo  a  c a s o  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  fam ous ono o f  w h ic h  t h o  g r e a t e s t  

h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  C h u rch  w r o t e ? I t  seem ed  a s  t h o u g h  

C h r i s t  h a d  f a l l e n  a s l e e p  on h i s  ship® I t  I s  t r u e ,  

you  w i l l  n o t  b e  t h o  o n l y  s o u l  on  b o a r d  s h i p  who 

k e e p  a l i v e  t h e  m i r a c u l o u s  s e n s e  f o r  th o  u n i t y  o f  a l l  

times® O t h e r s ,  on t h e  s e v e n  s e a s  o f  s a l t  w a t e r ,  

and  I  know one  o r  cwo n y c o l f , mako th o  o c o a i  o f  

o t o r n i t y  p u l s a t e  I n  t h e  v e i n s  o f  t h e i r  c o m ra d e s ,  

vi t h o u t  © c h a p l a i n ’ s  d re ss®  H ow ever ,  a l t h o u g h  y o u  

a r e  n e t  t h e  o n l y  man in. t h e  c rew  t o  g l o r i f y  God, 

you o r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  n a i v e  s o u l s  who l o o k  

f o r  t h e  jnan i n  y o u r  o f f i c e  b o c u a s e  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

God c a n n o t  l e a v e  t h e n  w i t h o u t  w i t n e s s  o f  h i s  e t e r n i t y ®

T he£3 good  m a r i n e r s  do  n o t  w i s h  t o  b e  p a n e o r e d ,  

They do  n o t  s q u a r e  y o u r  o f f i c e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  

p l s a s o ,  c u r r e n t  e v e n t ,  p r o b le m s  o f  s p o i l i n g  and  

bow t o  make a  w i l l .  A l l  t h i s  l a  I m p o r t a n t *  G u t ,  

f r o m  my own o x p o r i e n c e ,  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  n o t h i n g



' is nor© exasperating for men at tho front as 
Fourth of July Spoechos with a religious venoor.
Tho groator the clangor, tho purer tho gospel 4$ur*&d 'I  

They want you to testify to God8s Acts from tho 
beginning of tho vjorld to tho end of the world so 
that tholr day might shine as one star in the gal
axy of God*s days with man. You oust lrnow of this 
galaxy and the nanos ofjold must not remain dead 
in your memory® You must study, and study hard 
so that the miracles and testimonies of old nay 
reach your non through you. Do not quote a saint8s 
or Josus1 own word. Preach their lives® Put to do 
so, you must cono to know them at close quartors.

God8s faithfulnoss to Llan made you a witness 
yourself. Kis faith appeared to you in two forms.
It shaped your existence; it become the essence of 
your hopes. God in your existence and God as your 
essence, both, must not be kept apart. ' They should 
become uniteu better and better until they become a 
rolling stream. You existed, for everything you 
ever wore, as the fruit of a Christian environment. 
You grew up in a minister8s home, went to college 
%hore wlioro the Dari of Dartmouth once hoped to pro
pagate the Gospel, and you were taught theology, 
in Divinity Schools.

Your environment is a perfect Christinas Carol. 
You received Christianity as a Christmas present from



everybody and overything around you. The Child 
admires and believes tho Christmas miracle, 
Christianity begins, as Christmas, in the Child.
But If it stays a family affair, It goes wrong. 
Christianity Is nevor familiar, o son of a minister; 
Christianity is nevor worldly, 0 product of a 
Christian world; Christianity Is nevor theology, 0 
graduate of a Divinity School®

The family is familiar to the child. But
no marriage is possible without the fear of the 

slLord,^lrTsomething unfamiliar,
c a _ ^ -  o f  f  S u J ~

The world Is enlightened by the truth; but this 
truth must be found In the loneliness of your 
search, in abysses outside this so colled Christian 
world® Theology explains everything in the Church; 
but Charity alono con do anything In the Church,

So, in this Christmas gift of your background, 
a mental challonge looms. Do not succumb to tho 
brain corrosion of your generation who, having re
ceived too many gifts, no longer listen In fear, no 
longer penetrate towards the truth, no longer respect 
the relation between the inherltence from God, the 
search for new truth, and agape, their oneness in love. 
Do not destroy the triple light which Illuminates the 
law and tho institutions of Christendom. Remain a stu-



dent| beeone a studont of the law and speak of the 
Law of the Lord day and nlght bocause you wore 
planted, in your youth, at the waters of the Law's
rivers®

You will succunb to the fads and fallacies of 
tho physicists and the physicians, of the pacifists or 
the nationalists, of politics or of litorature, in 
the days to cone, unless you resuscitate in your 
wind the spirit which Inspired tho Ministry, the 
Bible, the convocation, throuch the aces«

If you throw away this anchor of nontcl dis
cipline which daily restores Christ as the center of
history, you need not embark on your chaplainship«

0
In tho Navy, they leave all the anchors they need, 
themselves, except this on©»

. On the other hand, you have tasted the essence 
of life everlasting* When tho law, in the slums of 
C hicaco , nearly crushed you, when the power to preach 
others into the Church was on the vanishing point, 
your cry was heard and you were encompassed by the 
Church as by a new womb« Nirnclcs happened, boys 
beeone persons« It was given to you as it is to few 
people to breathe the rhythm of a life more powerful 
than any individual's, to recognize the "agnaila Dei 
from the books of old in God's present day power over 
human hearts® You saw with your owh eyes what pent©«



cost' neons, and the holy Ghost ceased to be a mere 
quotation and fell upon nany as a nev/ symphony of 
praise in all tongues® And there was neither Greek 
nor Jew but all one, in Christ® And they beeone of 
one heart and one soul®

Every day seemed Sunday, with the brittle cakes 
of new miracles®

Tills was the essential experience which gave 
you power® It is one of the safest titles to your 
ordination® A congregation grow upon you in the flesh

you were ordained as a minister without a congregation® 
You nay hope that in tines to come, the faith of a con
gregation will talk again through you®

Even so, this essential experience was lopsided. 
Essences are not meant to stay undilutod® Sectarianism 
is not the Spirit of God® Pentecost, to say this once 
more, did happen and does happen® But then, the 
apostles had to disperse, The idea that children can 
stay all their lives arour. d tho Gliristmas tr -jb is not 
more 'impossible than the cream that pontocost moss- 
engorgean stay around the fire® The enthusiasm of 
Pentecost and the miracle at Christmas both can be 
wastod and noed not lead anywhere. They are elements 

the Incarnation^

ou, a congregation without‘a minister, before



The Imo^of history Is tied through faster alone® 
When you sunk into the depth of emptiness because 
your existence cave out, whon you sank into the depth 
of despair because the enthusiasm fled, you tasted 
death® You wore Gxj>osed to the dying of your cer
tainties outside in the deterring 3lums of Glide ago.
And you cried out for a miracle and the law gave way 
to grace. You wero exposed to the dying of your 

certainties insido of you, on tho luring hills of 
Vermont. The dreams which you had built around the 
miracle, collapsed, and the state of grace was trans
formed into the revelation of tho now lav; for your own 
life. And in this way, the old law and the new grace 
were appropriated by you under the Cross. The Cross 
opens the lav; to grace, and wraps tho miracle into 
its own̂ (taw.

A rolling stream of fruitful seriousness unif5 es 
existence and essence when a man puts haster between 
existence and essence— either crying out against 
the law, or bending to tho incarnation of new law.
Since you tasted of this stroom, you will be abie to 
decipher the mysteries of Pentecost, Christmas, hastor. 
Th<t Cross is the power that plants a man in the 
midst of his congregation, for in the Cross, the 
tradition and the freedom of the children of God moot.

r.editato on this mysterious trinity, live it, re- 
livo it. And you will defy barrenness and futility.



You will have strength to vivify liturgy and 
ereod and institutions of tho legitimate Church, 
and to sanctify tho uiraclos and testimonies of now 
Illegitimate life. . Remain open to the miraculous 
sequence of Christmas, Pentecost, liastor, in your 
own life, when tho lav/ melts through tho cry of a 
faithful sorvent into a miracle, and tho miracles 
crystallize through tho faith of a crying servant, 
into a new law. This, I thinlc is what Cotton I,lather 
called in his Llanuductio ad lainistorium 1726: to 
gospellizo the commands.

Go, gospellizo tlio Law, in you ho art open to the 
mysteries of Christmas, Pentecost, Lastor, obedient 
to the Father, open to the Spirit, and united to tho 
Son, as it was in tho beginning, now is, and over 
shall be, world without end.


