
THE FUTURE WAY OF LIFE

I .

A young  man o f  my a c q u a i n t a n c e  t r i e d  t o  become an  ambu­
l a n c e  d r i v e r  i n  E gyp t  b e c a u s e  he c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  a C h r i s t i a n  
P a c i f i s t .  T h i s  p l a n  f a i l e d ;  he was d r a f t e d .  Whereupon  he  f o u n d  
t h a t  he was n o t  a r e a l  p a c i f i s t .  But  now, he  wen t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
e x t r e m e ;  he l e f t  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u rch .  Not b e i n g  a b l e  t o  l i v e  up 
t o  h i s  own a l l e g e d l y  C h r i s t i a n  s t a n d a r d s ,  he  d e c i d e d  t o  become a 
"pag an "  a l l  r o u n d ,  w i t h o u t  t r i m m i n g .  I t  m u s t  havo b r o k e n  h i s  
h e a r t ,  t h i s  a b s u r d  d e c i s i o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  d a i l y  s e r v i c e  o f  p r a y e r  
and p r a i s e  u s e d  t o  f i l l  him w i t h  j o y .

E v e r y b o d y  knows t h a t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  good b o y s  a r e  I n  a 
s i m i l a r  p r e d i c a m e n t ,  t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  n o t  t h a t  e x t r e m e .  Why n o t  
h e l p  them? But  I  f i n d  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  a r e  e m b a r r a s s e d .  I  s e e  
no r e a s o n  f o r  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .

C o r t a i n l y , I f  o u r  yo u n g  s o l d i e r s  now c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e  
as  " f a l l e n  m en , "  and c o n f u s e  t h i s  f a c t  w i t h  p a g a n i s m ,  i t  i s  n o t  
t h e i r  own f a u l t .  The C i v i l i a n  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  
l a s t  d e c a d e s  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  e n c o m p a ss  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r  
And s o ,  n o b l e  e n e r g y  g o e s  t o  w a s t e ,  i n  many s o u l s .

The p l a c e  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r  a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  t h i n k e r ,  t h e  
. s c i e n t i s t ,  h a s  t o  be i l l u m i n a t e d  an d  t o  be r e d e f i n e d .  S i n c e  t h e  
m i l l i o n s  a r e  s o l d i e r s ,  now, t h i s  m i g h t y  r e p u b l i c  w i l l  l o s e  i t s  
i d e n t i t y  w i t h  i t s  s c i e n t i f i c  an d  r a t i o n a l  p a s t  I f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  s o l d i e r  an d  s c i e n c e  i s  n o t  f o u n d .  The e r a  o f  s c i e n c e  
must  a l l o t  a r e a s o n a b l e  p l a c e  t o  t h e  m i l i t a n t  f i g h t e r .  How c a n  
War and P e ac e  be  l i v e d  by one hom o g en eo u s  an d  c a t h o l i c  p e o p l e  o f  
t h i n k e r s  and s o l d i e r s ?  I n s t e a d  o f  o u r  c u t t i n g '  them i n t o  two 
f r u s t r a t e d  h a l v e s  o f  b r u t e s  an d  b r a i n s ,  how c a n  t h e  human s o u l  
t r i u m p h  o v e r  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i n k e r s  an d  s o l d i e r s ?

I s  i t  t r u e  t h a t  " t h e  o n l y  a n s w e r  seems t o  be t o  h a v e  a 
c o m p l e t e l y  s e p a r a t e d  body o f  p e o p l e  t o  do t h e  t h i n k i n g  an d  p l a n ­
n i n g  o f  w h i c h  t h e  a v e r a g e  ’w a r r i o r '  seems i n c a p a b l e " ?  T h i s  s e n ­
t e n c e  i s  f r o m  a n a v a l  o f f i c e r ’ s l e t t e r ,  a f t e r  t h i r t e e n  m o n th s  o f  
s e r v i c e  on a d e s t r o y e r  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  And he  g o e s  on t o  s a y ; 
"Somehow I d o n ' t  seem t o  be a b l e  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  I d e a s  o f  r e s p o n  
s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  I m m e d i a t e  j o b  a t  h a n d  an d  r a t h e r  c o m p l e t e  i r r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  t a s k  o f  c r e a t i n g  a new an d  somehow 
b e t t e r  w o r l d .  . . . My g r e a t e s t  n e e d  a t  p r e s e n t  i s  t o  t a l k  s e r i o u s ­
l y  w i t h  5omeon,<3 o u t s i d e  t h e  s e r v i c e  who i s  c o n c e r n e d  more  w i t h  
t h e  f u t u r e  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n t i n g e n c y  o f  s h o o t i n g  down an  
enemy u n i t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a m a c h i n e  w h i c h  m u s t  be u t t e r l y



d e s t r o y e d  t h e n  f o r g o t t e n  w h i l e  one c o n c e n t r a t e s  on t h e  means  f o r  
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  n e x t  u n i t . "

And h i s  l e t t e r  c o n t i n u e s :  "The t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  s t r u c k
me as  mos t  d o m i n a n t  i n  t h e  ' s o l d i e r '  i s  t h e  i d e a  o f  ' f o r g e t f u l ­
n e s s ' .  T h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  m os t  e v i d e n t  i n  o u r  m e n . . . "
( f o l l o w s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  b a t t l e  s c e n e s )

" l  know you  ca n  h e l p  me t o  be a b e t t e r  ' s o l d i e r ' .  I f  
you d o n ' t  m a i n t a i n  some s o r t  o f  an i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  us 
t o  g a t h e r  up when we r e t u r n  I  d o n ’ t  know w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  - b u t  
I f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  yo u  w o n ' t  l e t  us  down ."

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  I  s h a l l  t r y  t o  r e d e f i n e  t h e  I n t e r a c t i o n  o f  
s o l d i e r s  and t h i n k e r s .  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  i d e n t i f i c a ­
t i o n  o f  w a r  w i t h  p a g a n i s m  and o f  p e a c e  w i t h  m o d e r n i t y  w i l l  h av e  
t o  be a b a n d o n e d .

Our f i g h t i n g  boys  a r e  n o t  p a g a n s ,  a n d  o u r  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  
o b j e c t o r s  a r e  n o t  "more"  p r o g r e s s i v e .  I n  c l a r i f y i n g  t h i s  c o n f u ­
s i o n ,  a new d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p a g a n i s m  was f o u n d  by a n o t h e r  f r i e n d  o f  
m i n e ,  a c o l l e g e  s e n i o r .  And h i s  c a s e  may s t a r t  us  o f f  on t h e  d i s ­
c o v e r y  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  way o f  l i f e .  I n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  c o n f u s e d  by 
a w e l t e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  he  h a d  b o en  c h i l l e d  by a d e a r t h  o f  r e a l ­
i t y .  He s t a r t e d ,  t h e n ,  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  e x t r e m e ,  b u t  e n d e d  up a t  
t h e  same s o l u t i o n :  a way o f  l i f e  w h i c h  w o u ld  i n c l u d e  p e a c e  an d
w a r ,  r e a s o n  an d  f a i t h ,  t h i n k e r s  an d  s o l d i e r s .

I I .

" I s  n o t  t h e  w h o le  Old  T e s t a m e n t  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a g a n ­
i s m s ? "  T h es e  w o rd s  w e r e  s a i d  w i t h o u t  much e m p h a s i s  by t h e  c o l l e g e  
s e n i o r .  When I  m e n t i o n e d  t h i s  f e a t  o f  i n g e n u i t y  t o  h i s  t e a c h e r  
o f  E n g l i s h ,  he s a i d ,  " A r t h u r  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  know w h a t  t h e  word 
p a g a n i s m  m e a n s . "  H ow ever ,  i t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  so s i m p l e  i n  t h i s  m a n ' s  
-case .  I l l s  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r  was C o l l e g e  P r e s i d e n t ,  h i s  g r a n d ­
f a t h e r  h e a d e d  a v e r y  famous  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y ,  h i s  f a t h e r  i s  a 
m i s s i o n a r y  an d  t h e  h e a d  o f  a b i g  s c h o o l .  So ,  I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  
i t  I s  w i t h  h im a s  w i t h  m o s t  o f  che yo u n g  who do n o t  know who Abe l  
o r  h o s e s  o r  D a v id  w e r e ,  l e t  a l o n e  R u t h ,  o r  I s a a c ,  o r  Ab sa lom.  No, 
he m ean t  by p a g a n i s m  s o m e t h i n g  b y gone  an d  i n s u f f i c i e n t . He d i d  
^not u se  t h e  wor d  a s  p r a i s e .  But  he t h o u g h t  t h a t  he  c o u l d  s i t  I n  
j u d g m e n t  o v e r  t h e  " p a g a n i s m s "  o f  t h e  Old  T e s t a m e n t .  He b e l i e v e d  
\ h a t  he h a d  i n h e r i t e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w i t h o u t  t h e  I m p a c t  o f  t h e  
" p a g a n "  Old T e s t a m e n t ,  an d  w i t h o u t  a p e r s o n a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  
c o n t i n u o u s  o r d e r « p r e a t e d  by o u r  f a i t h .  He d i d  n o t  know t h a t  a n y ­
body makes  h i m s e l f  I n t o  a p a g a n  when he  m i s t a k e s  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  
t r i n i t y  f o r  a h e r e d i t a r y  p r o p e r t y .  He t h e n  becom es  an  " a b s e n t e e  
owner"  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  an d  s u c h  an  a t t i t u d e  i s  a s  d i s a s t r o u s  a s  t h e
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H o s t  p e o p l e  I  know who s t i l l  . c a r e  f o r  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t ,  
poohpooh t h e  t e r r i b l e  J e h o v a h  a s  t h o u g h  he w e re  a n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  
God t h a n  t h e  one r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t .  T h e i r  own s u g a r ­
i n g  o f  t h e  d e i t y ,  e n d i n g  i n  p a c i f i s m ,  e t h i c a l  c u l t u r e ,  h u m a n i t y ,  
l e d  t h e s e  f r i e n d s  t o  an  o v e r c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  s w e e t n e s s  and  an  u n d e r ­
c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  b r a i n .

I t  w o u l d  t a k e  a bo o k  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  
’’Sweet  J e s u s ” h e r e s y  I n t o  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  l i f e .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  
makes  t h e  f l o w  o f  l i f e  I n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  i m p o s s i b l e .  H a l f  o f  o u r  
p e o p l e ,  n i n e - t e n t h s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a r e  a t  w a r .  The God who i s  a 
God o f  War a s  w e l l  a s  o f  P eac e  w i l l  c r u s h  t h e  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  t h e i r  
own " w i s h f u l - t h i n k i n g  - a b o u t - G o d ” e a s i l y  a n d  r i g h t l y .  T h es e  
" H a r c i o n i t e s "  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  t o d a y  s t i r  up  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  
t h e  c h u r c h e s  by t h o s e  who a r e  an d  hav e  t o  be a t  w a r , d a n g e r o u s l y . 
Bec ause  t h e s e  men a r e  d e f e a t i s t s .  M a r c i o n  h a d  t o  condemn m a r r i a g e  
j u s t  a s  much a s  w a r s .  P r o p e r t y ,  c h i l d r e n , f a m i l y ,  an d  war  go t o ­
g e t h e r  ; t h e  p a c i . f i s t s  m u s t  f o r e g o  t h e s e  g o o d s  o r  t h e y  a r e  I n ­
s i n c e r e  .

Irish landlord’s absenteeism.

But  A r t h u r  was s i n c e r e .  No more  s i n c e r e  boy  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  And he  a s k e d  b e c a u s e  he  s t i l l  f e l t  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  be  w ro n g .  
What s h o u l d  I  do?

I f  I  show h i m , I  s a i d  t o  m y s e l f ,  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  v e r s e s  
o f  G e n e s i s  r e v e a l  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y , -  F a t h e r  a n d  S p i r i t , 
F a t h e r  an d  S o n , -  he w i l l  n o t  be  i m p r e s s e d ,  I  s u p p o s e .  T h i s  g e n ­
e r a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be  I m p r e s s e d  by an y  t h e o l o g y  w h a t s o e v e r .  (And 
t h e  r e a d e r  may b r e a t h e  more  f r e e l y  f rom now o n ;  he  w i l l  be s p a r e d  
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  s q u a b b l e s . )

S o , I  t u r n e d  n o t  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  b u t  t o  t h e  end o f  
t h e  b o o k ,  and  I  s a i d :  "You c a n  r e a d  t h e  w h o l e  Old  T e s t a m e n t , o r
t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  b o o k s , o r  an y  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t s , o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  

. v e r s e s .  I t  s a y s  t h e  same e v e r y w h e r e . But  i n  y o u r  own l a n g u a g e ,
; I t  s p e a k s  I n  t h e  l a s t  two v e r s e s  o f  t h e  l a s t  bo o k  o f  t h e  l a s t  
; g r o u p  i n  t h e  w h o l e . They .a r e  a s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  p r o p h e t  H a T a c h i , 

and he m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a s  s o c i o l o g y - b i t t e n  a s  you  a r e . F o r  he  e x ­
p r e s s e d  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  F a t h e r - G o d ,  S p i r i t - F a t h e r , F a t h e r - S o n ,  
m y s t e r y ,  i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t e r m s : " E a c h  t i m e , ” t h e  p r o p h e t  s a i d ,
"when t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  a n d  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

i a r e  n o t  t u r n e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e  l a n d  i s  c u r s e d . "
\

The l a n d  i s  c u r s e d  t o d a y .  The h e a r t s  o f  t h e  p a r e "  : 
an d  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  do n o t  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  same he u 
and f e a r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e , f i v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  a m i n i s t e r  i n  Nen i; re b 
C ^ ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  a common l i v i n g  c e n t e r  f o r  g r a d u a t e s  f r o  . '  v. !'/ 
t h e  g r e a t  U n i v e r s i t i e s .  And when t h e y  g a t h e r e d  i n  1939 '.!•ƒ'< u ■
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the war,- these young business.men and lawyers,- the wave of the future had engulfed them all; they all were for a mild form of Fascism. And they certainly had no religious or political con­
victions in common with their parent generation. They had perhaps no very definite convictions, themselves. But, instinctively, 
deep down in their impulses, they expected regimentation and were 
ready to be regimented. And their soul was of no great concern to them. how, this situation of the young is a biological fact just as is the fact that you have two leg3; each generation has its predilections. The previous one had a social worker's tender conscience and a belief in freedom. And that again is a fact. 
These two facts are pre-religious, pre-christian, pre-historical. 
For no one generation can make history all by itself simply on the basis of its predilections.

I I I .

I f  one g e n e r a t i o n  c o u l d  be a l o n e  on t h i s  e a r t h ,  and 
c o u l d  f o r g e t  a b o u t  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e y  w o u ld  
ne ed  no r e l i g i o n ,  no r e v e l a t i o n  o f  F a t h e r ,  S p i r i t  an d  Son.  O b v i ­
o u s l y ,  e v e r y  one o f  t h e s e  w o rd s  c o n n o t o s  some p r o c e s s  w h i c h  i s  n o t  
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  a s i n g l e  g e n e r a t i o n .  The t e r m s  a r e  c l e a r .  I n  t h e  
D i v i n i t y ,  F a t h e r  an d  Son u n f o l d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  b e i n g ,  by  s p r e a d i n g  
i t  t h r o u g h  two g e n e r a t i o n s .  And t h e  S p i r i t ,  l e s t  he be  c o n f u s e d  
w i t h  t h e  " w i t ” o f  t h e  m om en t ,  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  s a i d  t o  a s c e n d  f rom 
t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  two g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  F a t h e r  an d  t h e  Son.

N e i t h e r  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  n o r  t h e  f a s c i s t s  h av e  a f u ­
t u r e .  F o r ,  t h e  e t h i c s  o f  no p a r t i c u l a r  g e n e r a t i o n  c a n  s u r v i v e  
t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n .  E t h i c s , a f t e r  a l l , a r e  m o r e s .  And m o r e s , t h a n k  
God, a r e  t r a n s i e n t ,  when t h e y  a r e  good  m o r e s .

When I  showed A r t h u r  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  o u r  
f a i t h  i n  N a l a c h i , he  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  p a g a n i s m  
n o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y  h a d  t o  do w i t h  e t h i c s , b u t  w i t h  m a n ' s  a t t i t u d e  
t o  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  h i s  own b r a i n .  The p a g a n  w o r s h i p s  t h e  p r o d u c t s  
or h i s  own g e n i u s .  The C h r i s t i a n  w o r s h i p s  h i s  m a k e r ' s  c r e a t i v e  
s p i r i t .  The p a g a n  e q u a t e s  t h e  l i f e  s p a n  o f  h i s  own g e n e r a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  l i f e  s p a n  o f  t h a t  e n e r g y  w h i c h  a l l o w s  him t o  t h i n k .  And 
i t  i s  t h e  p a g a n ' s  o b s e s s i o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  mind  I s  g e n e r a t e d  
w i t h i n  him a t  h i s  b i r t h .  But  t h i s  i s  n o t  s o .

j N a n ' s  l i f e  s p a n  goes ,  f r o m  b i r t h  t o  d e a t h ,  and s o ,  he
u s u a l l y  t h i n k s  o f  h i s  m i n d  a s  b e i n g  h i s  l i f e t i m e  c o m p a n i o n ,  p r o ­
g r e s s i n g  a l s o  f r om  b i r t h  t o  d e a t h .  H ow ever ,  w h i l e  t h i s  l i f e  
s t r e t c h e s  f rom  t h e  c r a d l e  t o  t h e  g r a v e ,  t h e  l i f e  s p a n  o f  an  i n ­
s p i r a t i o n  r e a c h e s  r o m  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  o n e  
m a p ' s  l i f e  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  l i f e  
i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .  T h u s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e



b e tw e en  o u r  p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l  e x i s t e n c e  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  d i f ­
f e r e n c e  o f  t h e i r  p e r i o d s  o r  r h y t h m s .  As c a r r i e r s  o f  p h y s i c a l  l i f e ,  
we f e e l  o u r  l i f e  t o  be an  u n b r o k e n  s e q u e n c e .  As c a r r i e r s  o f  v a l i d  
t h i n k i n g ,  as  s c i e n t i s t s ,  r u l e r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  p a r e n t s ,  e x p e r t s ,  o f f i ­
c e r s ,  we c a n ' t  have  p e a c e  i f  we t r y  t o  i m p r i s o n  t h i s  t h i n k i n g  
p r o c e s s  w i t h i n  us  o r  i f  we t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  s y n c h r o n i z e d  w i t h  o u r  
own b i o g r a p h i c a l  r h y th m .

These  ways  o f  t h o u g h t  i n v a d e  o u r  p h y s i c a l  e x i s t e n c e  i n  
t h e  m i d d le  o f  l i f e ,  mould  u s ,  p u t  us  i n t o  o u r  c l a s s ,  v o c a t i o n ,  o r  
o f f i c e .  And by o u r  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  them and u n d o r  " t h e  r u l e s  o f  
t h e  g a m e , ” we s t a r t  y o u n g e r  men on t h e  r o a d  t o  s u c c e e d i n g  us i n  
o u r  s o c i a l  r o l e .  Sh ap ed  l i f e  a t t r a c t s  y o u n g e r ,  more s h a p e l e s s  
l i f e  a l w a y s ,  b e c a u s e  i n  n a t u r e  a l l  s h a p e l i n e s s  commands r e i t e r a ­
t i o n .  (The p s y c h o a n a l y s t s  c a l l  t h i s  t h e  " c o m p u l s i o n  t o  r e p e a t , "  
b u t  i t  i s  t h e  g r e a t  eco n o m ic  law o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e . )  The young  a l ­
ways t r y  t o  i n h e r i t  e v e r y t h i n g  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  t o  i n h e r i t  f r om t h e  
pa s t .

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  e v e r y  boy o r  g i r l  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  l e a r n s  
t h e  t h r e e  R ' s .  Now, p e r h a p s  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  b e t t e r  m in d s  i f  t h e y  
l e a r n e d  t h e  G r e e k  l e t t e r s  an d  l a n g u a g e  i n s t e a d ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  no 
c h o i c e .  T h i s  E n g l i s h  i s  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e .  Long b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  
c h o o s e ,  t h e i r  e l d e r s  h av e  m o u l d e d  t h e i r  m inds  and made them i n t o  
E n g l i s h  s p e a k e r s ,  E n g l i s h  r e a d e r s ,  E n g l i s h  w r i t e r s ,  and a c c o u n t ­
a n t s .  The young d e p e n d  on t h e  c h o i c e s  made f o r  them by t h e i r  
e l d e r s .  An h e i r  i s  n o t  somebody who c a n  c h o o s e  w h a t  he  s h a l l  i n ­
h e r i t ;  i f  he c o u l d  make h i s  c h o i c e ,  he w o u l d  be s e l f - m a d e .  R u t ,  
i n  so f a r  a s  h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  i s  d e t e r m i n e d ,  he  i s  a n  h e i u ,  and 
u n d e r  t h e  l aw s  o f  h e r e d i t y .  And t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  w ord  o f  
h e r e d i t y  means  t h a t  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  i s  g i v e n .  He d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .

H e n c e ,  o n e ' s  g e n e r a t i o n ' s  b a c k g r o u n d  i s  due  t o  t h e  p r e ­
v i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n ' s  f o r e g r o u n d .  My f a t h e r ' s  v a l u e s  d e t e r m i n e d  my 
e d u c a t i o n .  And by no a c t i o n  o f  mine  c a n  I  c a n c e l  o u t  t h e  f a c t  

^ t h a t  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  p r e c e d e d  my own j u d g m e n t s .  I  am more  t h e  
■product  o f  h i s  i n t e n t  o r  h i s  o m i s s i o n s  t h a n  h i s  own l i f e  was .  I  
|am h i s  h e i r .  Only my own so n  o r  s t u d e n t s  may f u l l y  r e f l e c t  my 
own c h o i c e s .

S o c i e t y  i s  b a s e d  upon  a p r i n c i p l e  o f  d o v e t a i l i n g  w h i c h  
i s  unknown i n  t h e  a n i m a l  k ingdo m.  To o u r s e l v e s  an d  t o  t h e  e d u c a ­
t i o n  o f  o u r s e l v e s ,  we a r r i v e  t o o  l a t e .  The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e f f e c t s  
h a v e  a l r e a d y  a f f e c t e d  us  when we come t o  t h i n k  o f  them .  Of c o u r s e  
when t h e y  h a v e  done t h e i r  w o r k ,  we may r e c o n s i d e r  an d  d o u b t  t h e m ,  
and a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  B u t ,  s i n c e  we o u r s e l v e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  d e t e r ­
m i n e d ,  o u r  new c o n c l u s i o n s  s t a n d  a f a i r e r  c h a n c e  o f  b e a r i n g  f r u i t  
i n  ^o the r s  t h a n  i n  o u r s e l v e s .
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T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  g r e a t  human s e c r e t .  h e n d e l ’ s mu­
t a t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  and b i r t h  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  
Our h i s t o r i c a l  m u t a b i l i t y ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  e f f e c t i v e  a s  a m e n t  
r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  two p e o p l e ,  two g e n e r a t i o n s ,  two t i m e s .  Those  
q u a l i t i e s  o r  e n e r g i e s  w h i c h  l i n k  a t  l e a s t  two» a n d  w e l d  them i n t o  
a c o o p e r a t i v e  b e i n g »  " t r a n s p e c i a t e "  o u r  s p e c i e s  c o n s t a n t l y  i n t o  
new men; n a t u r a l l y »  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  c a n  o n l y  be f o u n d  when t h e y  
a r e  n o t  l o o k e d  f o r  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I n  h im we s h a l l  n e v e r  
d i s c o v e r  how an y  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  u n i f i e s  t h e  s p e a k e r  an d  t h e  do e r »  
t h e  f i r s t  an d  t h e  s e c o n d  d o e r ,  an d  so on .  T hese  e n e r g i e s  m u s t  be 
p r o c e s s e s  b e t w e e n  two m i n d s ,  two h e a r t s ,  two p e o p l e ,  a t  l e a s t ;  
p e r h a p s  b e t w e e n  many m o re .  The o b s t i n a c y  w i t h  w h i c h  p s y c h o l o g y  
h a s  s t u d i e d  t h e  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  i s  no 
p r o o f  t h a t  i t s  m e t h o d  i s  f r u i t f u l .  The dream o f  a s e l f - t a u g h t ,  
s e l f - r u l i n g  man i s  a bad  d re am .  The m e a s u r e  f o r  t e a c h i n g  and 
r u l i n g  c a n n o t  be f o u n d  f r om  t h e  a b n o r m a l  c o m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e s e  
p r o c e s s e s  i n t o  one i n d i v i d u a l .  H i s t o r i c a l  man i s  t a u g h t  by 
o t h e r s ,  and r u l e s  o t h e r s ;  an d  i n  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  ho i s  c o m p e l l e d  
t o  r e a l i z e  h i m s e l f .  " H e , "  n e v e r  e x i s t s »  b u t  i s  a l w a y s  b e t w e e n  
two t i m e s ,  two a g e s »  a s  s o n  an d  f a t h e r ,  la y m an  an d  e x p e r t »  t h e  
end o f  one e r a ,  an d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n o t h e r .  I n  t h e i r  d e s p a i r ,  
t h e  m e n t a l  m o n a d l s t s  - who l o o k  f o r  t h e  m in d  I n s i d e  t h e  i n d i v i d u ­
a l  - c a l l  o u r  t i m e  a p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n .  S h e e r  n o n s e n s e ;  t h e  
e s s e n c e  o f  t i m e  i s  t r a n s i t i o n .  I n  so  f a r  a s  we a c t  o r  s p e a k ,  we 
ca n  a c t  o r  s p e a k  m e a n i n g f u l l y  o n l y  b e t w e e n  two o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  
p r e c e d i n g  a n d  s u c c e e d i n g  u s ,  b e c a u s e  we a l w a y s  come t o o  l a t e  t o  
o u r s e l v e s .

My s e l f  i s  n o t  t h e  c o n t a i n e r  f o r  my a c t s  a n d  i d e a s .
My a c t s  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i d e a s  i m p l a n t e d  i n  m y s e l f .  My i d e a s  p l a n t  
t h e  a c t s  I n  somebody e l s e  b e c a u s e  he  w i l l  be  p u r e r  t o  r e c e i v e  
them.  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  s o ,  o u r  w i l l  i s  n o t  a v e h i c l e  f o r  m ak in g  
o u r s e l v e s .  Free dom  o f  t h e  w i l l  i s  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  f o r  
s e l f - w o r s h i p  o r  s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  F ree d o m  I s  g i v e n  u s  b e c a u s e  o f  
o u r  f u n c t i o n s  a s  e n d e r s  a n d  b e g i n n e r s .  Our f u n c t i o n  a s  c h i l d r e n  
r e q u i r e s  t o  be s u p e r s e d e d  by o u r  f u n c t i o n  a s  p a r e n t s .  The c h i l d  

■ i s  c e r t a i n l y /  n o t  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  man;  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  c e n -  
f t r a l  f a l l a c y  o f  m e n t a l  t h e o r y .  The r o m a n t i c i s m  o f  R o u s s e a u  an d  
■Wordsworth  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  b e t w e e n  g e n e r a t i o n s ;  an d  a s  

a s u b s t i t u t e  condemned t h e  p o o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  c a r r y  a b u r d e n  w h i c h  
r i g h t l y  t h e i r  e l d e r s  s h o u l d  b e a r .  The c h i l d  p r o d i g y  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  i s  t h e  g h a s t l y  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  I m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n d i -  

] v i d u a l .  He was i n  a h u r r y  t o  be h i s  own f a t h e r ;  a s  a r e a c t i o n ,
Use u s u a l l y  r e m a i n e d  c h i l d i s h .  F re e d o m  i s  g i v e n  u s  f o r  t h e  r a c e .
I f  we t r y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  f r e e d o m  a s  g i v e n  us  f o r  o u r s e l v e s ,  we 
g r o s s l y  e x a g g e r a t e  o u r  a b i l i t i e s .  I f  we d e n y  f r e e d o m ,  we f a l l  
i n t o  t h e  s n o r e s  o f  r a c i a l  s e r v i t u d e .  J e s u s  r e m a i n e d  u n d e r  t h e  
J e w i s h  law t o  t h e  en d  o f  h i s  f i r s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  I t  t o o k  him t h e



t ime span  o f  wha t  i s  c a l l e d  one g e n e r a t i o n ,  t o  o u t g r o w  t h e  s y n a ­
gogue.  Kis  o b e d i e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  i n  h i s  p a t i e n t  w a l k  t h r o u g h  l i f e .  
The r i s e n  C h r i s t  may v/alk  w i t h  a l l  men.- He c o u l d  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  
t h e  ag es  i f  lie had  gone a t  n i n e t e e n  i n t o  t h e  d e s e r t  and f o u n d e d  
a s e c t  t h e n  and t h e r e .  In  h i s  w a l k  t h r o u g h  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  i f  we 
w a lk  w i t h  h im ,  we a r e  a l l  f r e e d  f rom o u r  n a t i v e  l i m i t a t i o n s .

I t  i s  t h e  wh ole  c o n t e n t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t h a t  we a r e  
f r e e ,  b u t  t h a t  we a r r i v e  t o o  l a t e  a t  o u r  own f r e e d o m  f o r  f u l l y  
w i e l d i n g  i t s  l i b e r a t i n g  f o r c e s  o u r s e l v e s .  Our own t im e  i s  a s t a ­
t i o n  b e tw e en  t h e  t i m e s  w h ic h  o u r  f r e e d o m  r e j e c t s  and t h e  t i m e s  
w hi ch  ou r  p a t i e n c e  p r e p a r e s .  The m e a n i n g  o f  l i b e r t y  i s  o u r  power  
o f  c r e a t i n g  a now k i n d  o f  man. T h i s  power  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  c u r i n g  
th e  b r e a c h  b e t w e e n  t h e  mere  f a s h i o n s  o f  e a c h  s e p a r a t e  g e n e r a t i o n .  
E n s l a v e d  by t h e  l a t e s t  t r e n d  and c u r r e n t  e v e n t s ,  we r u s h  t o  t h e  
w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  gods  o f  o u r  d a y s .  And t h e s e  gods  o f  t h e  day  f o l l o w  
e a c h  o t h e r  i n  a c y c l e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  c y c l e .  E v e r y  s e a s o n  
o f  t h e  mind  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  b e g e t s  I t s  u n d e r t a k e r  i n  fo rm  o f  t h e  o p ­
p o s i t e  p h i l o s o p h y .  And i n  t h e  c y c l e  o f  a l l  p o s s i b l e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  
t h e  p o o r  d e v i l s  a r e  c a u g h t  b l i n d l y .

But we ca n  wake up and see  t h e  c y c l e  an d  b r e a k  i t s  
s p e l l  and c r e a t e  p e a c e  b e y o n d  t h e  w a r r i n g  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  t i m e s .  
T h i s  power  was t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  o u r  e r a .  T h e r e f o r e  
when t h i s  power  g o e s  I n t o  e c l i p s e ,  we a r e  b a c k  t o  p a g a n i s m ,  imme­
d i a t e l y .  And i n  p a g a n i s m ,  e t e r n a l  w a r  i s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y ,  
and war  o n l y ,  b e t w e e n  a l l  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  men.  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  
N a z i s  who p r o c l a i m e d  e t e r n a l  war-, and " a n n i h i l a t i o n "  and  " e l i m i n a ­
t i o n " ,  b a n k e d  on t h e  one g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  " Y o u th  Movement" w h i c h  
b r o k e  away f rom a l l  p e a c e f u l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  A l l  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  E u r o p e  a r e  " m a t t e r s  o f  one ag e"  an d  p l a y  
up t h e i r  own s p i r i t  r u t h l e s s l y .  The N a z i s  r e v e a l  t h a t  i f  one 
g e n e r a t i o n  may c a r r y  o u t  i t s  t e m p o r a l  s p i r i t  u n h a m p e r e d ,  w ar  b e ­
comes t h e  o n l y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l i f e .

But  i t  i s  no good  t o  r e t r e a t , i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  r e ­
l a p s e  i n t o  p a g a n i s m ,  i n t o  t h e  e t e r n a l  c i t y  o f  p e a c e .  The e t e r n a l -  
i s t s  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  l o o k  down w i t h  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n t o  t h e  a r e n a  o f  
human f i g h t i n g .  We have,  h e a r d  t h e i r  p r o t e s t  o f  an  e t e r n a l  p e a c e ,  
and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  P a c i f i s t s  a r e  t h e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  a n t i t h e s i s  t o  
t h e  g h a s t l y  w a r h o o p s  o f  t h e  t e m p o r a l  m in d .  But  t h e  a n t i t h e s i s  i s  
P h a r i s e a n  an d  i n c o m p l e t e .

They a r e  r i g h t  when t h e y  a b h o r  w a r  a s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  
w o r l d ;  I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  i t s  d i s o r d e r .  The w o r l d  was c r e a t e d  f o r  
p e a c e .  But  t h e y  a r e  w ro n g  when t h e y  do n o t  a d d  t h a t  t h e  a c t  o f  
c r e a t i n g  t h e  w o r l d  i s  a p e r p e t u a l  a c t .  What  we c a l l  t h e  c r e a t i o n  
o f  t h e  w o r l d  i s  n o t  an  e v e n t  o f  y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a l l  
t i m e s ,  an d  g o es  on r i g h t  u n d e r  o u r  n o s e s .  E v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  h a s  
t h e  d i v i n e  l i b e r t y  o f  r e c r e a t i n g  t h e  w o r l d .
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The p ag an  mind s t a r e s  a t  w a r ,  f i n d s  i t  e v e r y w h e r e  and 
p r o c l a i m s  i t  t h e  form o f  l i f e .  The e t e r n a l ! c t  s t a r e s  a t  p e a c e  
and o r o c l a i m s  i t  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  l i f e .  Doth s u f f e r  f rom a f i x a ­
t i o n .  Both  a r e  1 caching i n  f r e e d o m .  The s o u l  knows t h a t  we move 
i n  a w o r l d  a t  war  t o  b r i n g  p ea ce  i n t o  i t .  I n  e v e r y  h o u r  o f  h i s ­
t o r y  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  o f  t h a t  p e a c e  w h i c h  was c r e a t e d  I n t o  t h e  
w o r l d  as  i t s  g o a l  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  i s  t h e  t o p i c  o f  o u r  f i g h t .  
Between t h e  wa r  p a r t y  who p l a c e s  i t s e l f  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
" a s  i t  i s " ,  o n l y ,  and t h e  p e a c e  p a r t y  w h i c h  p l a c e s  I t s e l f  on t h e  
s i d e  o f  God o n l y ,  o u r  l o v e s ,  h o p e s  and b e l i e f s  f o r c e  us  t o  p r o ­
c l a i m  a "war  and p e a c e "  p a r t y .  The C i t i e s  o f  Hen an d  t h e  C i t y  o f  
God f e r n  one c r u c i a l  u n i t y  I n  a l i v i n g  p e r s o n .  The c h a o t i c  w o r l d  
a t  w a r ,  and t h e  e m e r g i n g  new p e a c e  f o r  t h i s  c h a o s  w h i c h  made t h e  
w a r ,  a r e  t h e  two a s p e c t s  o f  a m an k in d  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n .

V.

At t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  m a j e s t y  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  vogue o f  
t h e  l a s t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  becomes  c l e a r .  L i b e r a l i s m  a s  mere  a n a r c h y  
o f  b e l i e f s  o r  v a l u e s  d o es  n o t  i m p r e s s  me. But  l i b e r a l i s m  as  w i l l ­
i n g n e s s  o f  p a r e n t s  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a f u t u r i s t i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  
s t r i k e s  me a s  g r e a t .  T h e s e  p a r e n t s  we re  r e a d y  t o  l e t  t h e i r  c h i l ­
d r e n  go f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  c o u l d  r e a c h .  The t r u e  
C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  o f  L i b e r a l i s m  l i e s  i n  t h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s )  o f  w h o le  
g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  l o t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  go I n t o  a f u t u r e  p r e c l u d e d  
t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .

S i n c e  t h e  l i b e r a l  a n a r c h y  o f  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  a r o u n d  us  i s  so  c o l o s s a l  o u r  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  e a s i l y  o v e r ­
l o o k  t h i s  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  c r e e d  o f  t h e  a g n o s t i c  a g e .  B et w ee n  t h e  
g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a bond o f  p a r e n t ’ s l o v e  an d  c h i l d r e n ’ s f a i t h  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  p a r e n t s ' h o p e s  i n t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  
l i v e s .  T h i s  s h o u l d  make us  f e e l  r e v e r e n t .

H o w ev er ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p a r e n t s  made t h e  s a c r i f i c e ,  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  l e a r n i n g  d i d  n o t  do t h e  same.  When t h e  bo y s  came 
t o  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e ,  t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  t o  m o u ld  them 
i n t o  new men.  The t r a n s p e r s o n a l  e n e r g i e s  w h i c h  c o n n e c t  two a g e s ,  
we re  d e n i e d .  Man h a d ,  t h e y  were  t o l d ,  h i s  own mind t o  an d  f o r  
h i m s e l f .  And so t h e  t e a c h e r s  and  s t u d e n t s  on o u r  Campuses  l i v e d  
u n d e r  t h e  f i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  a n d  c o u l d  f e e l  
and t h i n k  t h e  same t h i n g s .  Nobody was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  an y b o d y  
e l s e ' s  t h o u g h t s ;  nob od y  was m e a n t  t o  be h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  k e e p e r .

At t h i s  momen t ,  a y o u n g  g e n e r a t i o n  i s  i n  a new k i n d  o f  
w a r ,  a wa r  w h i c h  i s  n o t  b a s e d  on a s e t t l e d  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  
b u t  on an i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  o f  c o n s t a n t  f l u x  an d  c h a n g e .  T h i s  
g e n e r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  f i g h t  a s  a l l  f o r m e r  p a t r i o t s  d i d ,  f o r  t h e  
f a t h e r ' s  l aw s  and o r d e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  know fr o m  t h e i r  f a t h e r s
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t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  change  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e .  C h an g e ,  so t h e y  have  
been  t a u g h t , i s  t h e i r  b i r t h r i g h t .  So,  i f  t h e y  s h a l l  f i g h t ,  t h e  
s o l d i e r s  must  f i g h t  f o r  a f u t u r e  b eyond  t h e  w a r ,  n o t  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
as  i t  was b e f o r e  t h i s  c r i s i s .

Our s o l d i e r s  w a i t  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  n o t  s i m p l y  o f  r e ­
t u r n i n g  heme,  b u t  o f  t u r n i n g  t o w a r d s  a new p ea ce  and o f  i m i r i i e r a t i n g  
i n t o  th e  f u t u r e .  The m o r a l e  o f  t h i s  army w i l l  d e p e n d  l a r g e l y  on a 
charme o f  h e a r t  i n  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  p e o p l e  who 
t e a c h ,  w r i t e ,  s p e a k ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h i n k .

Our s c h o o l s  have  t r i e d  to  t e a c h  t h e  b o y s  and g i r l s  t h e  
v a l u e s  w h ich  we f e e l  t h e y  s h o u l d  t h i n k .  T h a t  u s u a l l y  m ean t  t h a t  
t h e y  were a s k e d  t o  f e e l  t h a t  which we t h o u g h t . So t h e y  c e a s e d  t o  
f e e l .  row,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  t w o - g e n e r a t i o n - w a y  o f  t h e  mind  In  
a c t i o n ,  i n v o l v e s  a t r e m e n d o u s  c h a n g e .  The young  f i r s t  m u s t  be a l ­
lowed t o  f e e l ,  t o  s c e n t ,  t o  p r e s a g e ,  to  f i g h t  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t o  
qu ench  e v i l ,  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  w o r l d  b e f o r e  we c a n  s p e a k  t o  them 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y .  Thé o l d  m us t  t h i n k  o u t  l u c i d l y  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e  
young hav e  f e l t  o r  ca n  f e e l  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .  ”We may c o n c e i v e  
h u m a n i t y  a s  e n g a g e d  i n  an i n t e r n e c i n e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  y o u t h  and 
age .  Y o u th  i s  n o t  d e f i n e d  by y e a r s  b u t  by t h e  c r e a t i v e  i m p u l s e  
t o  make s o m e t h i n g .  The ag e d  a r e  t h o s e ,  who b e f o r e  a l l  t i l i n g s ,  d e ­
s i r e  n o t  t o  make a m i s t a k e .  L o g i c  i s  t h e  o l i v e  b r a n c h  f rom t h e  
o l d  t o  t h e  y o u n g . ” “'

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  t h i n k e r  (a n y  man,  o l d  o r  y o u n g ,  who 
I s  a s k e d  a q u e s t i o n ,  f i n d 5; h i m s e l f  I n  t h i s  awkward r o l e )  s h o u l d  
n o t  a s k  t h e  d o e r  ( t h e  man who i s  a b o u t  t o  a c t ,  p e r h a p s  on t h e  b a ­
s i s  o f  h i s  a n s w e r )  t o  s h a r e  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t  o f  t h e  t h i n k e r .  T i l l s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i s  w h a t  o u r  a c a d e m i c  e d u c a t i o n  d o e s ,  and t h e  d e t a c h m e n t  
o f  t i le t h i n k e r - a n s w e r e r  i s  re com mended a s  t h e  o n l y  r i g h t  e m o t i o n a l  
c l i m a t e .  " D o n ' t  g e t  e x c i t e d ” i s  no w i s e  c o u n s e l  t o  young  men. I f  
t h e y  no l o n g e r  ca n  g e t  e x c i t e d ,  t h e  w o r l d  d e c a y s ,  j u s t  a s  much a s  
when th e  o l d  men c a n ' t  k ee p  c o o l .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t h i n k e r s  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  t h i n k  o u t  c l e a r l y  
t h e  same p r o c e s s e s  w h ic h  w o r k  up t h e  e m o t i o n s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r  o f  
l i f e  so d e e p l y  t h a t  he I s  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  h i s  l i f e  f o r  s a f e g u a r d ­
i n g  o r d e r .  The t h i n k e r ' s  c l a r i t y  s h o u l d  m a t c h  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  i n ­
t e n s i t y ,  w i t h o u t  e v e r  f o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  by h i s  c l a r i t y  he t r i e s  t o  
r i v a l  t h e  h e a t  e n g e n d e r e d  i n  a human h e a r t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t h i n k e r  
d ep en d s  upon t h e  f l a m e s  o f  p a s s i o n  b u r n i n g  i n  t h e  d o e r ,  and t h e s e  
h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  p r o v o k e  and c h a l l e n g e  h i s  e f f o r t  I n  l u c i d i t y  and 
d i s p a s s i o n a t e n e s s .  T h ese  f l a m e s  m u s t  b u r n  w i t h o u t  smoke.

f  A l f r e d  II. W h i t e h e a d ,  "The Aims o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  New Y o r k ,  1 9 2 9 ,  
>■ p. 179
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The c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f  s o l d i e r s  end t h i n k e r s  m u s t  be  t h e  
centre! a r t i c l e  o f  any r o c '1 e t  y 1 s c o n c t i t u t  1 o n . Only  t h e n ,  w i l l  
t h e  t h i n k e r s  d r c p ~ a l l  p e t t i n e s s  and r e d i s c o v e r  t h o s e  t r u t h s  w h i c h  
a r e  v i t a l .

VI.

T h i s  wou ld  be n o t h i n g  b u t  a p p l i e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I t  
would  c a r r y  t h e  evangelical r e l a t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  grown up b e t w e e n  
p a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n  d u r i n g  t h e  c e n t u r y  o f  L i b e r a l i s m  t o  i t s  l o g ­
i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n .  And t h e  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  w o u ld  now u n d e r g o  
t h e  same c o n v e r s i o n  w h ic h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p a r e n t s  u n d e r w e n t  when t h e  
A u t o c r a t  o f  t h e  B r e a k f a s t  T a b l e  wo3 b u r i e d .

When t h e  p a r e n t s  c e a s e d  t o  p l a y  God A l m i g h ty  f o r  t h e  
b e l i e f s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e y  d i d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  
t h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h i n k e r s  and s o l d i e r s . *  t h e y  
t r u s t e d  t h e  y o u n g .

Must n o t  an y b o d y  who i s  a s k e d  a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  r o a d ,  
and h a s  t o  f i n d  an  a n s w e r ,  s p e a k  c a u t i o u s l y ,  t r y i n g  t o  make no 
m i s t a k e  b e c a u s e  t h e  o t h e r  f e l l o w  m i g h t  m a r c h  o f f  w r o n g l y  upon t h e  
an s w e r ?  The s o u l ' s  d e l i g h t  i s  i n  d o i n g  t h i s ,  h e r e ;  t h e  m i n d ’ s 
g e n i u s  i s  t o  t h i n k  call i n  t h e  p r o p e r  s y s t e m .  As c a u t i o u s  a s  my 
a n s w e r  t o  t h e  s t r a n g e r  who a s k s  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s ,  a s  b o l d  m u s t  be 
t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  man who g o es  t o  w a r .  T h o u g h t  i s  b o r n  by c i r c u m -  
s p o c t i o n .  But  a s o u l  i s  b o r n  t h r o u g h  t h e  g r o w i n g  p a i n s  o f  s u f ­
f e r i n g  i n  a c t i o n .

B e f o r e  t h i s  w a r ,  o u r  s c h o o l s  h a v e  p r e a c h e d  t o  t h e  yo u n g  
t o  a v o i d  c o n f l i c t ,  t o  a v o i d  p a i n s ,  e v e n  t h e  g r o w i n g  p a i n s  o f  t h a t  
s u f f e r i n g  w h i c h  i s  t h e  i n e x o r a b l e  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  a c t i n g  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  y o u r  h e a r t ' s  command. When A e s c h y l u s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n s e l  o f  
Zeus  p r e v a i l e d ,  w h ic h  o r d a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  man who a c t e d  h a d  t o  s u f ­
f e r ,  he s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  a s  t r u e  a s  t h a t  " tw o  an d  two i s  f o u r . "
But  t h i s  i n t e r p l a y  o f  a c t i o n  a n d  " p a s s i o n , "  d o i n g  an d  p a y i n g  t h e  
p e n a l t y  f o r  i t ,  h a s  b e e n  r i d i c u l e d  by s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  
and a l l  t h e  m o n a d i s t s .  And s o ,  t h e y  s t e r i l i z e d  t h e  y o ung .

A r t h u r ,  t h e  a s k e r  u f  t h e  b o l d  q u e s t i o n ,  " I s  n o t  t h e  Old  
T e s t a m e n t  a b u n d l e  o f  p a g a n i s m s , "  may s e t  us  r i g h t .  He came o u t  
r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  open  t r u s t i n g  h i s  i n s t i n c t ,  an d  gave b a t t l e ;  he  
t o o k  t h e  r i s k  o f  b l u n d e r i n g .  H o w ev er ,  he  a l s o  t o o k  t h e  t r o u b l e  
o f  e x p o s i n g  t h i s  i m p u l s e  t o  c r i t i c i s m .  He t r u s t e d  h i m s e l f  an d  he 
t r u s t e d  h i s  o l d e r  f r i e n d .  I n  t h i s  d o u b l e  t r u s t ,  t h e r e  c o u l d  grow 
up a new a n s w e r  w h i c h  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d .  I f  t h e  
two t r u s t s  c o u l d  be  made t o  g r o w ,  b o t h  t i l l  t h e y  e m b r a c e d  t h e  
w h o le  o f  l i f e  an d  t r u t h ,  t h e  p e o p l e  w o u ld  b u i l d  t h e  b r i d g e  o f  
r e a l  t i m e  a g a i n ,  a f t e r  a l a g  o f  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  F o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,
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t h e  Holy Ghost  h ad  a b d i c a t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  Times  
and t h e  w i t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  The t h i n k i n g  o f  o u r  c o l l e g e  men 
became c h i l d i s h  b e c a u s e  t h e  o l d  and young t r i e d  t o  o b l i t e r a t e  
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a g e ,  and p l a y e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  were  
o f  one a g e .  Compromise became t h e  g r e a t  s l o g a n .  B e f o r e  t h e y  
p r o b e d  i n t o  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  o r  t h e  p r o f o u n d n e s s  o f  
t h e i r  t h o u g h t s ,  p e o p l e  h a s t e n e d  t o  co m p ro m ise .  And t h e s e  com pro ­
m i s e s  s a t i s f i e d  a s  much a s  d i d  t h e  M i s s o u r i  c o m p ro m ise ;  i t  d i d  n o t  
c r e a t e  one common r e a l i t y  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s .  S i n c e  
nobody t o o k  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  p o u r  h i s  r e a l  d e s i r e  o r  h i s  r e a l  v i ­
s i o n  i n t o  t h e  c o m p r o m is e ,  no p r o m i s e  was f u l f i l l e d  by i t ,  and  
a l l  hope was f r u s t r a t e d .

When my f r i e n d  A r t h u r  u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s ,  he w r o t e  mo one 
s e n t e n c e  w h i c h  t o u c h e d  me t o  t h e  q u i c k .  I h a d  n o t  f o r e s e e n  t h i s  
r e a c t i o n ;  and I s t i l l  s t a n d  i n  a d m i r a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h i s  l u c i d  s e n ­
t e n c e :  ” 0 h , ” he  w r o t e , and t h i  s i s  a l i t e r a l  q u o t a t i o n ,  !,I  am a
p ag a n ;  f o r ,  I  h a v e  no s p e e c h . ”

He h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  p a g a n i s m  t o  be  t h e  l a c k  o f  r e l a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  m an k i n d .  And i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  he h a d  
made t h e  much more i m p o r t a n t  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  s p e e c h  i s  n o t  t h e  b y ­
p r o d u c t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  t h i n k i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  we 
s p e a k  w i t h  power  o n l y  when a c t s  and t h o u g h t s  m e e t .  Our t o n g u e ,  
o u r  power  o f  t h e  word  t o  w h i c h  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o b e d i e n t l y  m arc h  an d  
s e r v e  an d  s a c r i f i c e ,  i s  n o t  t h e  ’’e x p r e s s i o n ” o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a s , 
o r  t h e  w ar  c r y  o f  b l i n d l y  m a r c h i n g  c o h o r t s .  The l i v i n g  s p e e c h  o f  
a communi ty  r e s u l t s  f r om  t h e  p o l a r i z a t i o n  o f  a c t s  and t h o u g h t s ;  
l i k e  t h e  s p a r k  w h i c h  c r o s s e s  t h e  d a r k  gap b e t w e e n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  an d  
n e g a t i v e  p o l e  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  s p e e c h  i s  a f l a m i n g  a r c ,  c o n n e c t i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s .  On t h e  one h a n d ,  b l i n d  a c t s  a r e  s p e e c h l e s s ,  
and who d o e s  n o t  know t h e  dumbness  o f  t h e  m ere  b u s y b o d y ?  But  - 
and t h a t  i s  m o s t l y  f o r g o t t e n  -  s i m i l a r l y ,  a b s t r a c t  i d e a s  a r e  
s p e e c h l e s s ;  i n  a s e n s e ,  a l l  s c i e n c e  i s  n e a r l y  s p e e c h l e s s ;  i t  i s  a 
w h i s p e r  b e t w e e n  e x p e r t s .  Only when t a u g h t , o n l y  when f a c i n g  a new 
g e n e r a t i o n ,  d o e s  s c i e n c e  r e c o v e r  s p e e c h .  The b l e s s i n g  w h i c h  r e ­
s u l t s  when t h i n k e r s  and s o l d i e r s  f a c e  e a c h  o t h e r  i s  t h a t  p u b l i c  
s p e a k i n g  i s  r e b o r n .  S p e e c h  b l e n d s  t h e  two p r o c e s s e s  o f  p u r e  
t h o u g h t  a n d  p u r e  a c t i o n .  A r t h u r  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  o u t s i d e  t h i s  e l e c ­
t r i c  a r c ;  b u t  w h e r e a s  m o s t  o f  us r e m a i n  u n c o n s c i o u s  o f  o u r  e x i l e ,  
A r t h u r  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  we h a v e ,  a s  c h i l d r e n  an d  p a r e n t s ,  a s p i r ­
i t u a l  o f f i c e ,  i n  t h e  n e v e r  e n d i n g  c h a i n  o f  g e n e r a t i o n s .  The l i n k s  
o f  a c h a i n  m u s t  o v e r l a p . The e v o l u t i o n a r y  scheme o f  t h e  l a s t  
c e n t u r y  e m i t t e d  t h i s  b i g  q u e s t i o n  o f  o v e r l a p p i n g , o f  p u t t i n g  t h e  
r i n g s  o f  t h e  c h a i n  t o g e t h e r .  L e s t  t h e  c h a i n  r e m a i n  u n f o r g e d ,  c h i l ­
d r e n  and p a r e n t s  c a n n o t  b e h a v e  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e re  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  
Both  m u s t  go t o  t h e  edge  o f  l i f e ,  i n  m i l i t a n c y  a g a i n s t ,  d a n g e r , f o r  
t h e  r e o r i e n t a t i o n % o f  t h e  s p e c i e s ;  one e x p o s i n g  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  l i f e  
a s  s o l d i e r s ,  t h e  o t h e r  e x p o s i n g  t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  t h i n k e r s  
(Thi\s i s  t h e  r e a s o n  why no p r o g r e s s  i n  human t h o u g h t  i s  p o s s i b l e
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w i t h o u t  t h e  m a r t y r s  o f  t h o u g h t  o r  s c i e n c e . ) A b r a v e  man i s  he who 
r i s k s  h i s  s t a t u s  quo l e s t  new l i f e  be s t i f l e d  o r  h i g h e r  l i f e  be 
d e s t r o y e d .  When we e a t ,  when we b r e a t h e ,  we i n t e g r a t e  l o w e r  l i f e  
i n t o  r i c h e r  l i f e ;  o u r  s o c i a l  a c t s  obey t h e  same law .  The p h y s i c a l  
e x i s t e n c e ,  i n  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  c a s e ,  and i n  t h e  t h i n k e r ’ s c a s e ,  t h e  
m o r a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  a r e  t h e  c h i p s  w h i c h  we s t a k e  f o r  t h e  e s s e n c e .

By now, t h e  s o l d i e r  w i l l  be s e e n  a s  a s p i r i t u a l  a g e n t ,  
w h i l e  we come to  a d m i t  t h a t  t h i n k i n g  i t s e l f  i s  r i s k y  a c t i o n -  The 
" s p i r i t "  i s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e r m  f o r  b o t h ,  a c t i o n  and t h i n k i n g .  
When th e  s p i r i t  o f  F r a n c e  d i e d ,  she  l o s t  P a r i s ,  h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
c e n t e r ,  an d  T o u l o n ,  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  h e r  i m p e r i a l  s t r e n g t h ,  b o t h .
To t h e  s p i r i t ,  mind  and body a r e  b o t h  mere  m a t d r i e l .

I f  t h e r e  i s  one s p i r i t ,  t h i n k e r s  and s o l d i e r s  move i n  
one common s e n s e .  And t h e r e  i s  one s p i r i t  when t h e  p a r e n t -  
t h i n k e r  i n  us b r i n g s  up h i s  p e a r l  o f  t h o u g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  same d a r k ­
n e s s  i n  w h ic h  t h e  s o n  i s  p l u n g e d  by t h e  f e e l i n g s  a n d  p a s s i o n s  o f  
h i s  y o u t h .  We s h o u l d  t h i n k  up t o  o u r  i m p u l s e s  an d  f e e l i n g s ,  n o t  
as  i t  i s  t h e  f a s h i o n ,  d r a g  o u r  l i v e s  b e h i n d  some a b s t r a c t i o n ,  
some " i s m , "  o f  o u r  m i n d ' s  m a k in g .  I f  a t h i n k e r  r e . t h i n k s  t h e  t r u t h  
i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a d o e r ’ s v i t a l  I m p u l s e s  an d  a c t i o n s ,  t h e  f u t u r e  
way o f  l i f e  l i e s  open a g a i n  a s  i t  was p r o c l a i m e d  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  o u r  e r a  a s  t h e  good new s.  New l i v e s  may be l i v e d  i n  f r e e d o m ;  
t h e  young  may t r u s t  t h e i r  v i t a l  i n s t i n c t s , no g u i l t  f r om  t h e  pas ' t  
s h a l l  a s p e r s e  t hem ,  f o r  t h e i r  e l d e r s  w i l l  f o r g e  an  a r m o u r  o f  
t h o u g h t  a r o u n d  t h e i r  h e a r t ’ s f l a m e s .  The e x p e r t  may r e t r a n s l a t e  
t h i s  i n t o  t h e o l o g y .  F o r  my n a v a l  ’’JG " , t h e  q u o t a t i o n  o f  " o r i g i ­
n a l  s i n "  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  w o u ld  a d d  l i t t l e .  He i s  i m p a t i e n t  t o  s e e  
t h e  r i g h t  r e l a t i o n  r e s t o r e d :  " I  f e e l  c e r t a i n  you  w o n ’ t  l e t  us
down."

T h i n k i n g  f o r  s o l d i e r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  r u m i n a t i n g  f o r  c h i l ­
d r e n ,  i s  a v e r y  new a s p e c t  o f  r e s e a r c h  and  e d u c a t i o n .  But  t h i s  i s  
t h e  r e f o r m  o f  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  t h e  t h r e e  w i t n e s s e s  
demand; t h e  s p e e c h l e s s  c o l l e g e  s e n i o r ,  t h e  " f o r g e t f u l "  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
and t h e  man who l e a v e s  t h e  C h u rch  when he  e n t e r s  t h e  army.  H i g h e r  

' e d u c a t i o n  I n  t h e  f u t u r e  c a n  o n l y  bo p l a n n e d  f o r  p e o p l e  who s e r v e  
-and f i g h t  l i f e ' s  b a t t l e s ,  on w h a t e v e r  f i g h t i n g  f r o n t .

O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  y o u n g  m i g h t  be  s l a u g h t e r e d  
f o r  t h e  d a t e d  i d e a s  o f  a s e n i l e  s c i e n c e  o r  t h e  m a t u r e  i d e a s  o f  
t r u t h  m i g h t  be b u t c h e r e d  by t h e  r a s h  i n s t i n c t s  o f  b r u t e s .  I n  

jbe tw een  l i e s  t h e  r o a d  o f  a t o n e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  body o f  young  l i f e  
tend t h e  mind  o f  o l d  l i f e .  T h e s e  two h a v e  t o  c o e x i s t  an d  t o  I n t e r ­
p e n e t r a t e .

I n  t h i s ,  w h a t  e l s e  do we s a y  t h a n  t h a t  w h i c h  was known 
a lw a y s ?  The c o e x i s t e n c e  o f  more  t h a n  one g e n e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e ,  t h e  d e l i v e r a n c e  f r om  b l i n d  c y c l e s  an d  s e q u e n c e s ,  was c a l l e d
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t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  He was c o n c e i v e d  as  p r o c e e d ­
i n g  f rom th e  F a t h e r  and t h e  Son.  We a l l  know t h a t  a f a t h e r ' s  
mind s h o u l d  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  i m p u l s e s  o f . h i s  s o n .  T h a t  i s  t h e  r e a ­
son why nobody may c a l l  h i m s e l f  a f a t h e r ,  by mere  p h y s i c a l  p r o ­
c r e a t i o n .  F a t h e r h o o d  i s  r e t h i n k i n g  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
o n e ' s  c h i l d r e n .  Why i s  God so I n e x h a u s t i b l y  o r i g i n a l ?  B eca u se  
he r e t h i n k s  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n .

Beyond th e  l e v e l  o f  b r a i n s  o r  b r u t e s ,  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  and 
w a r r i o r s ,  t h e  s o u l  i s  b o r n .  The s o u l  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  makes  him 
i n t o  a t e a c h e r ;  and t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  w a r r i o r  t u r n s  h im i n t o  a 
s o l d i e r .  A l l  t h r o u g h  t h i s  e s s a y ,  we spok e n o t  o f  " s c i e n t i s t "  and 
" w a r r i o r , "  b u t  o f  " s o l d i e r "  and " t h i n k e r , "  b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  
we a n t i c i p a t e d  a m u t u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f  war and t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  p e a c e .  They a r e  b r o t h e r s .
They can s p e a k  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  And t h i s  i s  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  w h i c h  
was p r o m is e d  us  a s  t h e  C o m f o r t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e s .


