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BOLDIERS OF TEE DMPOSBIBIE
1. Our way of thinking.
2, Ow vay of acting.
3. Our vay of transmitting.

This 15 not the time for worde. IV is the time fer acts. Hot much
thet bhas been prepered leng agd in words can be dome today becausge the natural
growth of vm- into desde is denied. The war brealm out, and it is gquestiocmable ]
if one should talk at all. If there is eny semse in my being here and trying
to say something, 1t must be that we have another means of getiing astionm
started, oven under ths presswre ¢f such an emergency, and not simply by words
or exhirtations. We wish to see certain acts dene. I think most of us feel
that the ctuntry needs a very long trial in erder to maim thie new qtuupt
vorkable, that ie, to shut down the eutamobile fastories in Detreit for two

monthe and convert them into sirflane feoteries. This dsoision means we have

embarked en @ long range venture whioch can not be revertidle. Ve cannot go

bask. On the other heand we all hope for victeary. There are two things which

we hope o achieve: & long range shift, and & suscessful cuteome. This means

that we must have some hope for the futwre. Thevefore everybedy is curious to

By,

lock inte, rather to peep through, to reed predistions, to read many books on




way, mm school books are on war, 88 you know. I 40 not think we
can prediet, and I think we should not predist. I think i1t is sinful fer
a man to try to predict humsn eventa because it takes eway liberty/ Pre-
diction meene planning, scheming. You can only predict when people behave
like ooge in & wheel. You deny human fresdom. Therefore I am not going
to predict anything because I would imsult you. It 1s & fuony thing thet
mny petple do not feel insulted by prediction, 40 not resent it, de not
Iméw that they are enllaved by predistion of any plan, decause the main
docision of their life is mads for them by others. I will net predict.
But I think there is ancther method by which we oan peep through & goed
deal of tho ﬁvm, a decent way. We can 80 live owr lives, we can listen
t¢ lives that have been lived prepering thie future. Thet 1e why I believe
in m ouggestion that we should becoms insaloulable vith the people who
seemsd t0 bave lived formerly, dut who aotually have not lived at all exaspt
a2 you maks them live. It 1s a mistaks to think that Willlem Jemes, Jchathan
Bdwarde end Count de Baint-Simon have lived. I can give proof in the peracn
{x ef James in his "Moral Bguivelent for w-i-" written in 1910, in whioh he

prediots the defeat of the United States by Jupan. Them he says, "If we
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wish to do something about preventing wars we have to have an equivalent
for wvar.” Thirty years have gons by without anyone doing anything about
it. They thought it was an interesting essay. Thaey ooculd do something,
and the wvar came notwithstending our effort 40 have a movement for the
uorel oquivalent for war over the whole earth. The thing which bis life
signified and pointed out &t the end @s his main muﬁ vas nover followed
up, and 80 far Jawes has lived im vain - not a vestige of his teaching
at Barverd University except things that ave not Jamss, things that any
poyshologisot might have disoovered in eny perscn in his place. The per-
scnality of Jemes is e forecast into the future to anticipate certain
problems which you have to solve in your schoolroom and clasgrocm tOmOrYOw.

L:‘; e

Ho ean prediot that we respect the reservoir of “wnsucceeded” lives, not
unsucsessful; I like better the abnormsl form, "unsucceeded” lives. Lives
vhich @0 far have been lived in vain because we have not followed in their

; footeteps, have not deme anything about it. If we store & sufficient number

Q'Mauehmuwu of the past and do not allow the moths end the rust %o

|

!\ﬂw them we may read the future in the runes with which these pecple have

engraved owr memory. I think that at this moment when we have to jump inte
|

tank ears and jeeps liks luggage or persens who still have not yet coms to




1ive and who wish t0 coms t0 live. I believe that Americans 40 not

wish to lese their heritage at this moment by these new cmuc,
ecllectivistio forms of 1ife. There are only two Americans and one
Frenclmmn that had to do with the American traditicn, with wmity, with
var; and I come from Qermany and undertalks to interpret this. There s
ancther element of med etreak im 1t, but I think 1t is terrible to say
thet Amsrice saunot enter the future without this ballast on the eighteenth
contury puritanism, the nineteenth eentury philospphy, and the twentieth
¢entury mocialism, These ave the three elemsnts which are represented by
these three men, all highly unsudseseful in their ¢time ag I think you all
Imow dy now from reading their biegraphies and by wnfhlfilled promise, if
not the promise of Awerics; certainly in America they represent the ohar-
aoterietic American trediticn, in the one form in which tradition 1s vitel,
postulates and lives, as biogrephies.

rlmvok biography was quite a orese during the last twenty years.
The blographical study of men ie only pcesible by their suscesscrs, by
pesple vho think thet they are living the lives of these petple in some

=

form o other. One of the members of the msdieval church kept @& diary of

mmuuumtmomucmmmmn;mmmmt
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he was canonised, but it did not hedp him to have written eo much. Lives
can be known after blography beocmes better and better imown. After s
hundrsd years Bhakespesre is much move alive today than he was fifty er
a mmired ysars agc. Many more pecple love him today, end many more gquote
his sentences. BRlegraphies therefore ave interesting in that they grow
econstently, that they produge not saly futures but depend on the fubtuse.
When you think about husan beings, ubmf’e your own parenis, you coms 0
oy them botter and better, usually vhem they are desd; you finelly ceme
to understand that fesling. That is stvange. A child knmows nothing of
his parents, but the older the ehild grows, the older the life gues on
vefore. It 46 just the oppomite with any phenomsnon of nature. When an
eaythquaks happens eyewitnesses are the only ones who can tell us. We
learn of it after 1% is over. It may de imparted by news veports, by chher
pecple, and can be recordsd. We think of owr history, if we eouly omly
have been ocnismpoararies, withsasses (0 the events, we would know what it

vas all about, 1f we had seen George Washington leap over ths iren bars

:
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x ot Ganbridgs. But when the leaping tocklplese, we did net inow what e

nen he vas. m%u.uoxuuum. The man who saw 1t had one idea
i1

only - eould hs make it. We know much mare about Qerge Washington than




the people in the streets of Camdridge who doubted very much if he
eould wia the war., Because I suppose omly those people who Lave
followed in his foototeps and who have done something %o the oca-
stitution and #till intend to do uéuthina, imovw mewe about him then
his sontemporaries. Biographies ave roving in success and faver becauss
there iz 1ife thet has not been lived yet. We can go to them as & giovege
voom. We can supply ourselves eventually with these atma-w#y treasures
a8 ve do when we ™un out of gasolens 80 t0 speek. Bince we ave out of gas
I propese that we ocount the very few bslengings which we bave tc/:,\tak:a into
the future and use these belongings ae compasses, as Sign pmm/,/as seed
vhich we might #oy into the fleld which we eall future. If we 40 this we
are not ooupletely in the night. On the other hand we do not deny the
future as all the predictors 40, and we have to point ¢o sertain things and

_hot encimesh oo the freedom of the future, and cen not go without eoms

| .

8ign poste on the road. I do not see any other means of crienting ourselives.

‘ The meaning of ehristianity was just this ene thing: eone can mareh with

2 ,

Mﬂﬁm. Revelation, as owr forefathers ocalled it, is crientatiom.
Orientatien 1s not phmang But orientation 18 the right of the individual

to have oourage in the night. 80 I take up these three men &8 orientation.




" Orientetion i between hlim“n and indifference on one side, and
cleverness and plamning oo the other. This I should say explained to you
why I feel that humen lives are the one precicus gift of God to man. The
rest we £ind out as ve go altng, all the rest vhioch we lnov as dogmtie
teaghers of goience. Think of all the things thet have been discwssed during
the lagt year -- eoonomice, the lew of demsnd end eupply, iren raticns Lo
soldiers, priee oeilings, end meny, mony other things. There 18 no question
that they are being éctne. We are on & stendard of living that seemed
impossible @iz monthe agoe. There is no end to all the things th?.‘b ave
being dons. A colleague of mine wrote & book oo how 9 run & war. It@

a best seller. A boy oams from Rochester, H.¥. to see him t0 got soms
Justification againet being drafted, and the man hed forgotten that he

bed ever written the book. Turmed him over to me! Btrengs things happen.
There is very little mowledge and very little seience at this moment thet
ie not challenged. Jemss,Bdwarde and de SBaint-Bimon cannot be challanged

in this same way. Prediotion through lives that are waiting to be fulfilled

ie permisaidble, -- the human vay of living, the way to educate yeur okild.

£

Ist us turn for & mamwent to the classwroom, t0 our own experience in

teaohing. I have a blue bogk for finel exsminaticns heve. I em going te
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vo;é 1% because we Gchoel teschers ave largely respomsible for the

routine thet has been built up, the diet of hew many hours 0 teasch

French er mathemsties. We plan 1t very carefully, from A %0 Z. We

have orested 88 teachers & prejulice, a dogmatic prejuiics. Ve are

the most degmetic of all tsachers - the dogme that the human mind works

in & process of graduwal developmsnt, #0 called evolutien. (Bidney Webd - -
inevitability ef graduslness).

The wave of the future 12 a typloal exsmple of this eplit ooming
down for the next wechanical wave. This split undermining the fulfillment
of future ecoiety. Jesus eaid, "You can not drain the out of 1ife.
Iife 18 Ged. If it i denled; God must be denied.” We muest fight and
resist. “"Render to C(aesar the things that are Cassar's, to God the things
that ave Qud's.”

The Heanderthal wan wes looked éswn upon by epes who insisted on
staying in treos snd éncapable of trying to talm up & stick for the first
time end wanage to use his hands. He got exoited over the simple diseovery
that growth, %}th, otmes by spurte and spreeds, and not by the mwuty

¢f gradualnese. Have you ever ssen @ fountein or spring? Theve 1(&9“
i \;‘:

8% the beginning, at the epring. The Charles Biver is st the end thst is

i
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why you c&n not see much movemsnt. It is regular. When you go up to
the spring it is very different. The nearer you coms to the nwoe‘ef
1ife, the m irreguler the process, the more risky every womest. The
Source may Gry up énd 1t le that comstant hirmele thet the water comse
again - & trickle is made. TYou expect any nément it will not oome back.

Iet ue look into the classroom. When aye you sucoessful in a clage?
When you have taught & child whom you were sure in the bom that you
oould not. When you eweat over an impossidle situation; when you and the
ohild make the fial effart to gmt beyond what was your opanion befeove the
begioning of the howr; vhen in the hour you inow mowe about you and the ehild
than you knew in the beginning. Somsthing elicks, Plato quoted by Aristotle
said,"Hensense, nothing impartant that I ever did cen be fourd in my writing,
it can cnly be found in the hour when we have been together in discussiens,
because the spark suddenly flaved up and wes over.” That is a good life,
end nothing else can produce that. His works could not be used o oxemphily
hie teashing. You never hear this. Gne werd when he was eighty years old -
ke said that 1t eculd not be written down. He merked cut the bebavior and

i,

position of & tsacher. Hs 18 not tesching really, somsthing happéne between

bhim and pupile which he canmet possibly knev defars hend. If you will
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tell a teacher at the beginding of the class what he is golng to say,

end 1f at the end of the class he tells you he sald everything that

. he planmed to esay, and said nothing that he did not plan, you ean know

that he ig e bad tsecher. You absolutely can lmow it. EHe ls & machine.
He might just as well have a disk and s phonogreph twned an. Why are
you here when can be heard in the new lecturs hell? We think we
can teach by broandessting. Of course we can not, because the only
important moment in this whole hour 1s that you 4o not know how to go ém,

and vhen you are here listéning, and do not lmow what I am driving at, end

in this very moment we have a chancedto get together when we are flabbergasted

end 4o not Iméwr what it 1s all about. It may or may net bave any value.
Real teaching wesns to risk fallure, you cannet have & good teacher being
equally euccessful in every lecturs, but you can have poor teachers who
are always good. It i only a question of emphssie. The teschers in this
country have been taught to believe that temching im & craft, a trade,

and cen be learned in Teachers College end we are polscmed with the idea
that the department of educatdon ean teach people to teach outside theri

fubject matier, outside their love for their subjest matter. There are

pecple in all the schools and colleges in the departments of educetion
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who 'salk.abﬂut teaching and who 40 not know anything about eduscdtion. We
bave broken up the one process, the ome hour when pe¢pls ave togethsr
into two elemente, the material and formal element of how to 4o 1%, and
people try to persuade you that soms ene can give you the enswers and

deliver the goods how to teach successfully; that is ¢6 say we have

. ¢mphaeised the popeibilities of how tobe 6 euccessfml teecher.

The subject of my lecture is §Boldiers of ¢the Impossidle”. I
wish therefore for a good reasson to a@tress the element of the wnpredictadle
and seemingly imposeible achievement which 18 present in every howr in
vhieh huwen beings are together. Any good astor has stage fright and
should have., The man who gotes t0 any perfamance without one momsnt of
trembling certainly will ‘nOt be at his best when it somse to ashievemsnt,
If people are oompletely indifferent when they eems ¢o an important sctiocn,
I 4o not believe they are pecple who 4o extreordinery things. There must Dde
one moment when you believe that the thing befere yeu sammot be dmme, or
the thing you are going ¢o 4o is not worthwhile deing. In any clssgroom
you must have amoment when you gay, "This ohild will never go on, sheuld
m\wt. have come to sw Eill School.” Only then is thewe hope that you may

be successful. There 1@ no guaranty in the teaching eourses, and that is
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vhy teaching is exciting, that is why 1% should not be technical; why

there are no departments of education exsept for ruined education, snd why
teaghing must be done because I agsure you, only those things wmust be dome
vhieh seem to be imposeidle. Otherwise the humen raoe would die out, would
have ppring fever and die out. Everything importent in the world must sesm
{mpossible beoﬁ'e 1t 18 done and vhen we have claeselfled it as poselble

it degins to be done badly and finelly it 1s not done at all. That is

the danger of birth eontrol. If pecple ees only thd poBelblliiy of having
children, can figure it all out, the danger 1s no childred will be born;
but when it seems to be impossible to heve five or six, then lthey decide
to have & largs family, e nice family.

The sin has been committed in our classroom. I am quite convinced that
the meid, the mildew, the cancer which hss forced the entry of our so cslled
_eivilization into-war, - the impotency has tb do with the ldea that edusatiem

Tﬁu a great businees in ths United Btates, the seventh greatest ‘?ulimu
‘;mol\:ding truste, monopolies, everything. 80 let us 4o seme trust busting

|

\
lb"an slucation. We must vestore the feeling to ourselves thet the mentel

procesn that goewm ob:bawean ctne persom and another borders on the imposeible.
Y

It 1o mipaculous thmt I can epeak t0 you at all. It is very possible thad




@oes the teaching, not you. You carry out her plans as long as

13/
99 per cent of what I say to you is quite useless, but perhaps 1 per cent
goss over - that would be mirmculous. That is not an everstatemsnt, but
an invitation to eonsider for ocme moment that humen commmcation is
impossible. You know how it 1s among grown ups. I kmow how it is in
the oollege where I teach - with my son. There sre LilL graduating boys
end out of them 200 have no fidends. They are very nice boys, very well
adapted and ndjusted - Imow all these devilieh educational terms. Thay
sound well, but they ere all ilmpotent of any communication - they cannet
communicate about thely veel problems, their real iifn. I% is et an
utter lov today beoa@e it is oonsildered pexrfoctly easy. The poetry and
short stories put out are terrible because they sre taught they can learn

how to commmicate, and ngver cemsider 1t impossible to say important

things. They are told it is possible, easy, to say what you have %o say.

I am cholwd. I em inertioculate. It just can not be dane. It cannot be

done. ILife i¢ & venture with the imposeible. You will never know how

to do 1t if you think it is easy. If you do not teach children to do 1t,

I o not think you are successful teachers. If you have certain guarantees

B

from Miss Teylor when she tells you that you can 4o 1t, then it 1s she who

« Tom



ars practically under her inspixation. Bhe is the ineplred teacher.
8he 15 the instrument. It is not enough to have one lnspired persta
you mst not betray yoursclves. Tou must have the courage t0 think thab

the impossible can be done. The techniosl part of our education depends

completely on thie split which they have done, and everybody lknows thie.

In every good instituticn there is euch & split that carries the dead weight

of most of the members. There 1B always only a eprinkbing;in @il eur

institutions. But at this moment inspiration is denied. At thie moment

we say everyboly can teech, everybody can write, everybody, everybody!

And the answer as a result is that nobedy cen. Suddenly we realize that

nobody in this country can write or speaek with authority, nobody who has

rea) euthority, so that people are inspired to do what they say. . We have

thought that to commumicate is poesible, and have dlscovered that the whole

world of possibility is only a technicel world. It is true. We think

thet when we kmow the anewer, or when we think it easy, know the formule,

then we oan produce. But we cannot possibly meke anythling grow in any othey

buman being, you can produce cers by technical methods, or plenes by tecknicel
| knowledgs, but%:mnnot possidly defend San Francisco er Hew York except Ry

poople who have courage, to give this courege, to inspire the nation with
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willingnese t0 serve in the army, or navy, or air fovce. Tou have to
ipspire them and they have to do something whioch five monthe befere seemed
absolute impossidle to them. Tou would not 8it heve if this were net so.

If there were not this mosmnt in America whieh did this very thing, the
impossible, which a noxrmel men sitting at breakfast table thinks, then I
gertainly will not do 1t. We have of cowrse to g0 & léng way €6 adttempt

these thinge and they teke dcuble boskimeping. We have clasgroom methols

and technlesl eguipment for teaching, writing, statesmanship, snd to tell
politicians how to run a werd, and to put plan B through the Gity of Gambridge.
Thet is 2ll possidle, dut for the ermy anfi navy and air corps we maks en
ellowvance and say impossible. This war will not be won if you 4o net.

There is no difference between the classroom and & battleship. You have to
make a declsion yourself. TYou have te have the same cowrege whethsr in
Teachers College or wmy young friend in Egypt. We have that split personality
all of ve. Ve say we Inow what we are doing and fer the rest of 1ifs vwe
acoept perheps in certain waye the challenge that we have to 4o extracriinavy
things, wege, war, etc. I 46 not think this will werk . I think we have

to throy out a cu?iémera'blo amount of polscn from owr system which has

t;:'ied to blind us to the real facts of our own experience. The Snly reasen

Ilcan see that I should talk to you is to encourage you to look &t yourselves
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and to face thede eyperte who tell you that you have been gplit or mentelly
d4stirbed, that your philososhy hes not been in any way verified by your

own actions, that yowr past actions, ell the actioms that amount o anything
in your life have never been in tune with the foolish philesophy of the
inevitabllity of gradualness, that you have 1lied ¢o ysurssif, and have heen
made to lie to yourselves throvzh the years. Tt 1@ sbeblutely true. When
Jyou wish to sell a ocar you have t0 sum up the items end finslly arwive ad
the price, - let us say $300. But for 2 mwan who wants ¢ pregent 2 car 0
bis girl in order that she might warry him - it makes no difference vwhether
he steals 1. or not, he has to get a ear, and only gets 1t beoause the girl
thinks 1t ie impossidle. He finally drives up in a ear and she is caught
because he has done the 1mpossible. That is the story of his price for the
ear; the price which the salesmen gets is not the price the boy pays for
the car. The price he pays for the car in order to cateh the bride is

that he has done something imposeible., That {s the enly reason why the

@irl is interested in the man. What does ehe core for dlamends or goldf

1
%% Bhe's not such & silly ess! The only important thing 18 that 1t seemed

imposaible and that wekes him important.
¥

It 1s an hietorical event when somsthing happens in & family which has
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never happened before. Tt ig celebrated because it 414 not seem to be
prodeble thst the President of the ?énited Stateg would quote thie man's
act in his lzst speech. He happened to hesr and there was great celsbratiem
because it geemed impomsibdle Five months before that the President should
gingle him out, That wae a declaratlen that was better than .
Bven those things which seem to have s price in 1ife, which seem to be
commercial ere not commereial for the men vwho by duying this cer created e
precedent 1n his own environment, which was unhesrd of, Take any movement.
The first glrl that went eround in shorts playing tennis did the impossible,
today everybody wears them. That seemed impossible.

Let uws como back to the classroom. There is one objection againet
everything I say because I will tell you that each of you listening . . . . .

How long are your classee?

Miea A. TForty minvtes.

Prof. Huessy. TYou may say that in forty minutes nothing unusual
‘ happens exceprt once or twice. The rveamon why is that the pesple in Teachsrs
|
\% College of Columbia and the vest have telked ue into the unreagonsble, not

to stick to our own mgthod, omr own beliefs, in their desive to meke routines

Y
3

of our lives. They think they are able to give you & routine t0 carry you throngh
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the year. Jut of fority amloutes only 1 minute iz completely blank end
thirty-nine relalively easy, or the thirty-aine minutes watter, and the one
minute does not mwatter. Whey think thls warfare, technical times, mechanical
times, You teach fariy minutes, and the majority vote thirty-nine minutes
egeinst one, one does not ¢ouat. It 1o the same in histery. You have the
Becleration of Independence, July L, 1775, and several yeers of war, and then
eix years of ratllilcatlon and then the BIll of Rights and other intersating
7
times. Jeohn Adems was preslident. You look beck snd say, "The constitutiem
vae eigned ln one miaute oo July 4, 1775, but ehe real history deels with
years.” Now you know that George Washington was the greatest leadser in the
United Bteles and the statement was only written around the méney backs ef
the oountry - the longer time meemsd 10 be 80 much more important then this
e morning of July 4. No normal person In bis senses has ever judged his
own life in this way. He has always knbdwn that once married everything

takes place . Jace & decision 1z made that you are 40 go to Shedy

Hill Bchool, and you go. The important tiing is thie one decision, and then

\é you go for ten years. It ls not true zy friends. That s why I have to warn

y?u that history 1s made by length of time, by time; stedies by thirty-nine

ninntes



minutes againgt cne, histery by one minute against thirty-nine years.
It is made 2t this moment in this country and for the rest Of ths woarld,
mmwoum.mmymfummuxw,mwvnl
be paying far the insidiocus lying of ouwr veaching system, becsuse they
will starve! DRecsuse we hmve been told thet histery is mmde out of
poasibilities, out of the imevitebility of gradwelness, of thirty-nine
mmmwmuﬁ-msmu, andneas .
@wmoubuiltummﬁmm If you have tem ehildwen
the one ohild that does not catoh on 4s thé problem. If you can get this
ohild to, bhen the nine othere ceome in - the last must be fiwet. If
you oan males the cne that sesmsd Lwpoesible ¢o wirk then the impossible hes
been achieved, and 1ife takss place and you have integrated life - the clasm.
Itmmtmmummunnhnnmtmnm,wuaut)uw
mechanisn. Bverybedy kmowe this. In any case of injustice - in Brance
E:Mywmwmm.mm:mumxmwmwwmem
of Fyanoe, then the Dreyfus onte cumes aléng and the whele justice of
gm«w. It took only one efise, where the men had not been
insluded in the commmity. The same thing happensd here with the

Y
\

Mw-'ﬂautﬁmo. One o889 certainly counts mére than all the other
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cases. Ho; believe me, owr tims Teckoning is absclutely wreng - histtry
censiste of high moments which make life fountains over e river bed in
¥hich the weter ean yun dcwn 6 ling, long time. The ene minute in class
in which Fou get over the deadweight and danger of the houwr, that deoides
the suscese of ths whole how.

Yestorday I went to hear & Frenchman speak and in the questitn pericd
mo men asked en idiotie questiem. mumumhwm»onm
Mtwummm'ammr. Prediotien! Amthnm
question and m‘t&t should not be asked, yot everybody asks it teday.

The man got wp and from thet moment had three times as hard an assigmment,
and he hepitated. He vhioh helped to make the evening & sus-
asss. X would have ochased him ocubt of the ream, but I am net & goed teachsw.
Where there is rimk you can injeot life into & olass. You can not wheve
you know that the child will understand anyway, that ie lulswarm, that
is not the whole stery. %The classrots tredition has t0 be remodelled to
wmmm,mm-mmammxm-mmmmm

‘\ thmmm. That is rule mumber cns. It i@ also trus that

the thirty-nine minutes ave abbrevisted - e mimute. In thirty-nine mimutes

Jou teash routine and that end, on end, en end.
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, d'aims, tu aimes, i1 aims. That ia loglcal frenech. %That is only

pessidle for you because omoo & grammrisn Alezsuder discovered the
impossidle, that gramsmr had rules - and in one minute crsated the whole
gsolenge of grammey, but thet one minule wee great inspivatien for you.

The same 4@ true with the law of Pythagiras. They thought it was quite
{mpossible to kmow how the gides of twiengles wove related, end finally
someboly oonquered the impeoseible and found out about 1%. Tou have the
right to teach this becsuse it cnoe seemed impossible. Ton have the
privilege t0 live in the ompany of real people one minute out of forty.
In the other thirty nine minutes you ave parasitically living oo the
ashievemente of others. I am using the English languege. Treditioms -
every word I use 1@ such & areation of the gemiug whe found oub ebout the
idea that you can commmnicate all things, @0 that ons was the erigin ef
the other. I am talking in critieal terms dut had to
wite language sand 80 I can use thede words sbeut five thousand years e€id.
Jut I onst lmow I owe them to great men who in despair - the Sheksspeeres
wmumxrtm-memm. Baglich is juet such & eveatiem,
ovary word 1s & gem, & Jewsl found cnoe in the dessrt of dsspair and the

black of cmmmmieation. I osn enly speak beesuse pecple all the time




o

commmicate what weo ave faced with teday, the blank wall ef net deing

:b,htocmmu. I oan say, "To be, @ not to be."” I quote 1% %o
you., I cew it to & desperate mement 0f & man who gaid it in the despmiw
that he was faced with.

Hothingnees, nonezistence - that is the eimple formmls I proposse
tonight, It i non-sxistent in one minute, and in the thirty-nine minutes
¥e exist because other pedple’s viotories were nén-ezmistedt vefere wa,
and ene minute befowre, ©0 we have 0 conguer the atn-existengs of cem-
mmnicaticn cwrgelves. What does this meen? That to you today means
enly worde 0 be spoken becsuse it seemed impessible o mow and seompd
imposaible to tell enybedy this. Hothing betweer humen beings should be,
unless - 77 (different solutions - chemioal remotiome) - It should
not beem inposaible. What we call education then is the bwinging together
6ll the selutions which ence seemsd impossibdle, m should in every human
being be put inte the trusteeship of these former soluticms of the impossible,
80 that the impossible might be eolved by the human being. Eistery i2 the
sequence of things that ecesmsd impossible befare they were dome, end only
those ﬂnnphnrw €0 be domd in any good echesl which still have the

flaver of sseming imposeible in the beginning and easy and natural in the

ond.




What do you teash in schosl?

dise B. Fouwrth grede, evithmetie, spelling, ete.

English language hes changed 6o quickly that emly by spelling 4o you
introiuce & cbild to the whole histery of the langusge. If we esryy

1t through the "the" spelling into "ough” becavse m né

longsr commumicete with all the history of the English langusge threugh h
hundreds of years. In epelling you 4o scmething quite tvemendeus. The
history 18 not in 1ts pronwnsiation of the language, only in its spelling.
The real purpese in tesohing peocple how ¢6 spell is to make them inte
histerieal beings. To mwe there i2 ne difference hetween epslling and
speaking. I think spelling move ssoved than pronouncistion. Peopls do
not Imovw 1t in this country, and ave on the verge of throwing it all
overboard in this peetical spelling. %ry to mep & character for evexry
werd, every lrvegulavity, the so-called excepticus in spelling, which the routine
teschers bave bullt up as exceptitns are cnly an stiempt to keep the chax-
acter of the word, o keep it ae an English event in the histery of the
m«wfﬁmmw'mtouy. The word "although” is leaded with

history. I do not knew vhether you vewsnber the famous atary of




‘Lord Balféwr, who in 1916 was Minister of War in Englend. He got

2k,

wp in the House of Loxde and seid, "Although Germsay alveys has been

wwemm,:emmucmnm«mmammw The
papers 414 not print ths, "although,” It vee an infeamy of the press.
mmmmm"-xmw-mmmmwmam.
NvathmﬂmutMomnmt;mmmufovmw
have 0 use a werd which 19 absdlutely wnique, and theve is wuly one
right werd t0 use and no other. It does not fellow any yule, es you
mow. Theve ave no syncayss. You ean never use any werd for any
mm,wmmmuummmw. Tou Imow that every
yort of the language has & ocertain bivthday; 1t caws imto being at a
certain mément. Chaucer, Shalmspoere, Milten used speciel words. Toley
¥é have viteming and cslories. You ¢on not use caloyies fﬂ&'h(wtjm
¢an be in heat, but net in calories. There ave no syntayms - incredible -
historical lies! Nistory is made out of maimd faots, and every ward
oovers & naked truth. utmuhmmm&m«wm.
What 4id independence mean defur'e that? They are vegue words that becams

iy,

histarionl wvords when the doowmint was dvewn up in the oGuwras of events

when the people 414 not know what to de, - were absclutely desperate




It was absolutely impoesible fer them to find the magna charte and
serveral of the of eomson lav in this country, and
wished 0 be independent. That wes the dilemmm of 1776. In the
Bselagntion of Independence they used the plrmse that they &id to
wendar an agctunt ¢o Bhmenity. They hed ¢0 stick in the phrese,

"ef 6ll makind”. What is 137 What hed that €0 40 with them? They
phrased it o do right. They vanted ©0 lwep the otmmon law and all
the esees in this country wore decided by the common law in Englend
but for 2 mément they went away from George III and the motherland.
Thoy hed ¢o ksep the losal laws, laws of prosedure. There 19 nothing
mentitned aﬁm this in the eoenomio histories in Americe beosuse this

wad unigque. The declavation of indspondence for eovery Ausricen &

history, coivilimetion, & civilization which is progressive and gtes

boyind to the vhele warld. Why? Becouse all windows and dotws were
swidenly clowed, end all justice gone, end tlwy had to find an independence
tint ves rendering asecwnts. It is oiwjh enough.to sey we are not
g%ing o bo isclatieneiote . Xsolationiem 18 a cmplete disterticm

iy,

egwwlmumuwm«. That is not vhat we eall independence. It

It 19 a distorted term, & cheap term. It is absolutely false. Isclatiomism




is the opposite of Independence. It meemss I 4o not owe anyblly
snything. The Declavetion of Independence means: I owe to all

humenity. This fs to tell you that theve are no synmayms in languege.
Isclationsinm is not indepenience. Isolstieniem end independence look
very closs but they are just wawrld-wide spert. One historical ward
used when 1t seemsd ilmpossible to beget indspeldense without epllling

the milk., Isclationism 1s cheap, 1s Just adveeated by psople who do

not risk anything - wvho live in Chicago end had a good tiws. Isclationism
1s just erbitrery - involves no responsidility, no risk; does not render
agcount t0 anyboly., Independence is just the opposite. Your child lsawrns
thise wvords and is told o look them up - that there ave synnyme. Theve
are nome. Words ays frolghters with cargoss of imposeible selutiems of
menikind. At that moment the words "decleration ¢f independence® had &
meening anywhere in Ameries that they have nowhere in Boglend. They are
diffevent because ve bave a different history from the Englich, becsuse
the vorde heve have been ocxvatsd by pecple ¢0 say &t the moment scmething

that matiered and had to be said, or thewe would be no communication.

Bvery word in the language end every spelling therefere 1s dealing with

the postry of living, a creative living, end thers is no other way of




a7,
living than an sxticulate living with what vents t6 be gald and yente
%o be cemmumicated.. ". . . & Gegsent regpect to the ¢pinions of mane
kind requives that they should declave the cauges which impel them te
the sepapation.” At this moment in any uomn gathering, & classroom,
& eontinental cangrese there is a oorpulsien 0 epsak. It must be
eompulselon, not avbitrary. Here is a child, you t@ll him somsthing
tupertant, smething varthvhile to be said. Thers is & compulsies to do
806, This 105 the same in the claseroom 28 in comtinental eongress. Thers
is no diffevence between edusation end politios. The sawe question with the
child, the wame problem that John Hancoek had as president of the eemtin-
ental congress when he said somsthing eo that the other petpls would lmow
vhat they weve doving. What axe they 4oing? Writing letters with the
right apelling and you bave to » that is make sn effert 4o say
what you are doing under the ctwpulsion which acknowledges vhat befave
1t wag inartisulate. It 1s d1fficult to mey it. To ésfine semething is

golomn., We do nut kmow that we can do it, Dut a decent yYespeot to the

% opinimns of menkind requives it. Whenever pecple spesk, they spesk in
mmwm&hwmmmmtomumuy, “ghall

I o to the legtures & not - I have a ¢old,” you are arguing alli the time
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inspite of yourself, but you are arguing in the face of mankind;
you are srguing ia your langwage, but the wards ere pub in your mouths
from old, The fact that you oarxy on the ceaversation is an attempt

%0 commanicate with & decent respect t0 the opinione of manikind, You

oy t0 argus it cut with yowrself, commumlcate with yowself to find

the real rensun - o See whother you are compelled 10 do this wr net.
ALl thet within yowrself is nothing but ewamunieation, the problem of
oommvnicating with decent respect to the 9piniens of menkind as vo what
you shall do, mest of you. But if you think &ll to yourself and nobedy
m&uu. You know that you can read in your face - if you have thought
for thivty years everybedy can yead your fage, end so I do not lnww what
you think. All the time you argue within yourself. It is a soliloguy.
I geem to speak loufer but you think you are not aslesp. You are just
anmhinm; cemmmicetion as I am. I believe all your cords e
vibrating, Just as in & plano the ohards have to vibrate to produce toms,
I an opsaking loud, sowetimes not louwd enocugh, but I suppose all this
time I am erguing. This is & comcert but I am not able to wring it out

Qo Fyou, the future may dring it out mowe cleariy in what we cell 4liecussiom,

Human histery consists of aote of eccmmmiontien in whiech pecpls in
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in emergency, degpalr, blind spots, when they fall into an abyss o
trap, ery out and try to de articulate abdout what has teo be deme. They
try te artioulate vhat other pecple should think with them, what other
pople gheuld know of these things. We elremdy Imow what we teach. We
implowe poopls to read Shakedpesre, even though Shapespesre is desd,
¥Why 4o we reed Shakespeare in school? Bscsuse Shalkespsare can not die.
We must read i1t. It 18 much more important that Shalespears lived than
ton othey people sye living, I suppose. Therefors we make them remd
Bhnkegpeare that he might net 4de. You can not pay ten cents o buy

Bhakespeare. It cannot be bought. It met be taught. You trry to make
thie child serve the greater purptsse of human histéry. You do not
teash because his parente cap pay tuition) The only wight a wan has to
kaow of the great thinge in 1life 1s that ho has the privilegs %o support

m. That 18 the only veastm. They must live, We try to tale part

u; edusation and make Other pedple talke part in the histerisal solutions

o{ haon otmunication of human boings. Bvery woerd said between two

p;%lo is en act of wnderstanfing and pemce making, of fellowship. The

Wﬁm of mhp.mlonee 18 &8 bigger one bacaume the pnpulati;u grow

from two and & half millicn ¢0 one hundred and thirty milliem. But overy
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werd spoken 1g a word that forms en arch like George Washington Bridgs
botveen two banks of & river. If you wish ¢o take humn belngs, if you
wigh to eduneate lnmen belngs you have 0 lead them over and make them
gupport them, meke them stend wnder them enf say, "I em willing to foxm
thie arch”. Wo must repeat this word "and”, this linking with and, and, and,
Any wother can break sny epell of en unreagponeble child. The ohild may
be obetineate but twn his attention avay from the thing he is doing end
ko suddenly becomss yeasonable, apd 1life 18 not So umeasdnable as he
thonght. ¥You can ed an "and”, and get a new resotiem frem thia child e
ancther matier.

William Jemwes 18 a wan in thia country who exmperienced theee facts
for the first tiwe in hie mind, never articulated them, but lived them,
He is a vietim of his wrong philosophy. %he firet man who was foreed
égainst his will for & decent yespeot to the opinions of mmnkind, which

fmpauaa him to separate from this Teachers College of Columbie business.

He wae the man who found out that thirty-nineminutes are less lmpertant

b

Wm. As a young wan bhe said to other men, "We only kaow it fiom

the other man®sm diary that the epez of human life hed to be derived from

Y

3

the histeric moments of this life, and 1ife had to be explained out of
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extreme cesés, high momenis, and not cut of the lulnwerm, middle
thing; not the thirty-nine minutes, but this <me precicus moment in
whieh you discovered somsthing with the ohild. That was your ddvine
momsnt, and the other thirty nine minutes were of no lmpertance.
All the butterflies of your teaching swidenly fly up agein es veal
butterflies. There was one butterfly this real moment of your
m’dmuim in the of your own understanding. Jamss seid,
"Life can enly be ezplalned out of high momente; the other mements
are explained autcmmtically.” The other man wes a pesitiviel,
rationalist, and eaid, "life must be explained by the majowrity rule.”
But time reelsts all demosrecy. Time is not ruled by majority vote.
Life is not ruled by mjowrity vots, by the twenty-three hours in the
day‘s work but by the ome howr inm which you malke an important deoisien,
and you Imow 1t but you 4o not believe it. And move snd more since
p;spln have been told that there time tables and scheduwles ave all that

-iltm they look at them and find only one minute of important ectivity

|
&mtruuoumtrytonnthetmmnndm,mmaum

bt

the Mim Collegese with all the traditioms of Pythagoras, Archimedes




and Thales and @0 fexth that take My all the
frem all the pecple who have time for lmportant declsions. They teke
away this because they have & wrong ettitude toward time, toward bistory,
toward the impo.%}e. They think it i@ poseible to study for twelve
months - you have not yet made this mbetake at Casbridge - ebolishing

the meaning of tims. The empty moment is the moment which in the

routine momente are unimportant relatively epeaking. It is probadly the
mental sins of our fathers that are visited on us, This is the maigral
outcoms of this complete belief in technooology of the wental process,
the eape in communiocation., These people think that since we know how

to spsak, we cen apeak for twelve months; but in fact I had to wait

nine years before I was allowed to speak here ane evening. It seemsd
imposeible. That is much more natwral, and that is why it is ilmpertant,
_ that is why I like to be here. It is a routine that you can speak twelve
- months., It is very impossible that you can teach. I wish you could enter
~ your claseroom mure that you cen not teach begause then you sre right,
Xu is nearly impossgible. I can tell you that that there iz no t.im
th?t .40 not go 1:?1:1'&:11 & higher pulse, and I bave bsen teaching for

thirty years. I go in with trepidation, or fear, othervise I oan not
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ks & good spesch. It 18 impossible. It 18 not comsunication,

because 1t ie impossible t0 cammmicate without some commoetion.

The cameotion must oome from the despalr that you experience when

you say, "I can not say 1t/" It is slways that way when you have
%0 say scmsthing very important. If you say scmething unimpertant
you never think of it. When you say somsthing important you ave
omselous that is ls difficult (o say, and then it cen be said.
Thinjging about omr own life is quite different from the text books.
Thinking can not be done in routine fashidm. WUow can only think
when for & moment you ave Overcome by the fact that you do not
know, that you can not think for o moment. You are cverwhslmed

by the fast thstyouoannotom:ﬁiﬁ. . and the var ends . . .
one and the sems thing. It ie Just es much when yog say'vistory

and when you say,n I cannot say it.” There is ne difference.

Mo : I am ¢onfused about what happens botwsen your
recognitim, yowr fesling thet & thing is impossidle and ite
sgowrring. I mean when you say, "this i¢ impossible; I cam not

e

4o 1%," and yot sometimes it is Goms. I 48 not gquite ®ee what




bappens in between that feeling and the happening of the so-called
thing, What impressss you, in other vorde?
Prof, R-E. I 4o not knew whether 1t 18 right ¢o byengh out tn

8 wide venge of questions. But that is an important question. I

think what bappens 18 self discovery, and something impresses you -

you besome lavger. I oan explain 1t in the simpleet mauner this way.
Perhaps some memtwies of important evente, and you look back to

thess cbjectives with most deeply felt emotion which they breought out
in you, sctmething you did not think you were able to de. Or you took

a jowrney wvh eve you boarded & traln for the first time or 414 pomething
wnugual. When you look back there was ecmething that heppened between
he moment of seeming imposaidility and when you discovered that the
werld vas larger. You euddsnly experience & much wider radive of

your life. People who 414 net ecave gufidenly care. SBudden interosts
develop whick you never had taken into acoount as existing, and I

would mtm say in your gledneass you lean farward through life

28 long ag you manage yourselves and ksep the oﬁpringvhaol,“and then
comes the moment of impossibility end we btreak down and eay, "X can not

4o 1¢." Then we learn possidilities which we weuld not comsider befove,




that nobody knew of, and thevefare it is like the lifting of a
veil before our Gwn eyes and we suidenly move in & wider world, the
dimmeter of this emrth enddenly has been enlavrged. It is an explosive
elsment which pulls you beyomd it.
Misn . If 1t is trus that you only ses thase pecple and
their lives after they ave dead im it expected that any One with authority
was in the eountery at this time. Do you think it i# ezmpected that we
should reoégnise anybody.
Prof. R-H. Bumanity e ms grest mase in my mind. One great atem
fwthmtﬂaofmadwtryto“m-nm&rwmmoh.
If you 4o not experience partial authmrity in the little fellowship of
your wm 1life you will not have any anslogy by which to feel your way
into himbory. The great legends ave po far away rtm us, The life of
James - Therefeors 1t le importent that you make the discmy in yowr
on 1ife to @ certsin extent then you must live. But the present gensration

mmder which you bsive grown wp has dended that they have anything elss but

% E286 prédustion, mmegs producticn 18 develd of this ons element of high

moment becausd it i teskmical., ¥You sheuld have plenty of experience in

thie field yourself but you do not try to draw on them. I invite you to




leck et your 1life, not at the mjerity vots, but belisve your own
cbgervations of these wemsnte that matter and not the few that mke
them into madness, & routine business, or aellable, becauge the oOne
mowent oen not give you & galary., Hise Teylor ean net hire you beeause
you are this for a woment, but ghe expects you to carry thréugh routine
wérk. You have inherited one elemsnt in your teashing by semmmiocatien,
That i very seriomws. Ons miment vhich can not be bought. It ie something
importent to us but we oAn not pay & salary 1t is only the routine and you
are right that you ean not recognise pecple who ave alive in their full memse,
It is impossible. You can only deal with ealouleble values 8o t0 gpeak.
Tou must trust yowrsslf that you have the eame epark in yowself st ome
Boment and must reoognize tlMt;if you 46 not, you eve nothing. When the
Preanident of the United Btates ie elected and makes & spesch he mst mmke
the spesch. It is impossible for scmeone else to write the spsech bocause
it is hie epeech. Hs says, "It is nearly impossidls t0 say it" - and he
lote eometue write it. Thie man can not be &8 srticulate as the man who has
IL% @pent slesplese nights about it, wany nights. Churehill oould not let
Sometne write his.speech. It 1@ impossidle, bhecsuse the heart and pulse must

Y
bé in the speech, otlwrwise it is no goed. He st have felt the day befors




that he could not say it. If you read the speech again it seemsd
impoesible that he could have said it. Think of the great speech

he made, - "I have nothing to offer but blood, sweat end tears.”

Do you think that two days before anyone in Englend would have

thought 1t possible that he would meke such a epesch. He did not
know 1t. It is obvious, because two days before the low countries

had hot been invaded,




