The French Hevolution means the denial of all ihspired groups:
Jews, prophets, magicians, priests, the church, the sects; the only
iﬂspiration not barred from reality by the democratic dogma was, for
the individual, genius, ana for the sroup, election. rhe democratic‘
dogma says literally: on election day, the mujority lis inspired. Out-
side the elections, nobody 1s inspired, except the scientist and the
poet, may be, The difference betwecn the two parts ol the democratic
dogma needs stressing, for, the inspiration on election day is inaae
dependent on a clock-work of rhfhm; the spirit befalls the masues
every fou: years or every two years., “fhis ovelief has all the rigidity

of a zernelin and 1t contradicts the one preat fact in whicn lhe

cominunity must feel insnired lest 1t perish; wars a war cannol be foucht

vithout insplration becaase we mean 0y spirit the belief of human
souls in transference. The soldier believes that by his death he
cements the future wall of his city. [lhe courtries of this wo:ld

are al’ bullt on the peoples' lives who were inspired o)y the futare
‘01 these countries. the sound instinct of u ;peo;le «t war wlways has
been to concentrate on thi: linspirationeo:cause victory was luwpocssiole
Without ite [f elections were so.ething indiiferent, or inasiar us
elections are something indifferent, they may of course pe held in
war-time., 3ut the democratic dogma dvues 0ot a..ow elections to ovecoue.
%ndifferont;.it insists that clections are inspireua, for only ih this
marnner was {t justified to deny all previous inspirational orders.
Lf'electlonsvareﬁsecond-rate, as L think they are, then I must veiieve
that the s irit has other éommunions at his disposals, lthe war in an
‘election year is a democratic version of reality. 'lecticn in a war
Year is my version of reality.yﬁhaﬁ does this mean? it means that

Amnerican de:ocracy believes that histor; is made in this election
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Jyear despite the war, and I believe tThat history ls .ade in the war
year despite the election. fhie event to which we add the tiny word
tjear! gives the name to the neriod and therefore is calied e, och-
making. It seems so lnsisonificant, and yet is so aeclsive that we
gshould connect a moment in time and an acu of man into a cow, ound,

but in this little crocess of nomination wo we enter oar nosinations
for the hist%ﬁy »f mankinde. Nases orranise us, and they deteruine

our lives, and to sneak of 1944 as electlon year is onc decision;

and to sneak of 1944 as a war year is another. o let both names

race neck-te-neck is schizophrenice. LbL wenans that we do not feol insp=-
ired either by the war or by the clection any longer osecauase all
inspiration has one undevateaole jualicvy: Lt Ls the tning that cowes
firgt; it is the unum necessarium. sary, when she kne!t down to sour
the oil over the feet of her friend could not uhink at cthe same time
that it was lunch-hour.

Now democracy Knows julte well that the juadrennial rythm ol
insplration 1s rather arbilrary anc therefore 1t has the back door
through which genius may slip in .y time. [t 1s, however,; obvious
that French democracy nd .merican dewmocracy always assessed the
frequency ot genius in nearly o :osite terms. The French elected
rarely, but genius was served in praris day after day in every salon
and zs the true native spioe 0ot life. In U.35. elections ..ere inuch
nmore fregquent and infinitely universal or coanprehensive, while
genius was elther pretty flashy or imvorted. The man from missouri
~would not d=ny th ‘Xistence in so many woras, but that would be as
far as ﬁ; vould £0. Because -hen you give génius the famous answer:
I must be shown,! allfsupport is withdrawn from him. Paris was a
nursery, a hot-bed for genius. ./issouri is a juick-freezer, and .nly
a ful%-fledgeé genius, usually imported, may survive this treatment

at alle.
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t, universal inspiration in war, second, rythmical inspiration
& .
Mein elections, third, specific surprise inspiration by genius. Neither

one nor three have real power in U.S., which makes the second into a
tfar too isolated model of ull inspiration. L would'nt deny that
elections do constitute one form of inupirution, but I would emphatic-
ally hold that they must ceuse to be that when they ure idolised

and exaltvd into being the only chumnel through which God sneuks.

In 1776 no American denied, first, that God had to speak if the
community should live, and second that he had spoken in many ways.
In 1944, most people laugh when they hear us assume that God speuks.
They also laugh when we hold that the Jews and the Church were
inspired. All this notwithstanding, they ask us to believe in
elections. Why any sane person should believe in elections with all
their horrors, lies, corruntions, exclusion of whole classes of
citizens or soldiers remains inexplicable as soon as the elections
are cut off from the continuous strewn in which God spoke to man
and sneaks to man throughtthe .iges. 3r00ks adamg, the brother ot
H-nxy Adams, called this the degradation ot the democratic dogma,
#ay~and renius are the two chanrels which may purify democracy,
because both may enlarge the concent ot inspiration and make it

agaln a truly believed reality while i1t i1s today merely ridiculous

dnd unscientific.

Figen Kosenstock-Huessy
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