
The Trench devo lu tion  means the d en ia l  o f  a l l  in sp ired  groups:

Jews, prophets, magicians, p r ie s ts ,  the church, the sec ts ;  the only 

in s p ir a t io n  not barred from r e a l i t y  by the democratic dogma was, f o r  

the in d iv id u a l ,  genius, ana l o r  the group, e le c t io n *  The democratic 

dogma says l i t e r a l l y :  on e l e c t io n  day, the m a jor ity  i s  in sp ired *  Out

s ide the e le c t io n s ,  nobody is  in sp ir e d ,  except the s c i e n t i s t  and the 

poet, may be* 'The d i f 1 erence between the two parts  o f  the democratic 

dogma needs s t r e s s in g ,  f o r ,  the in s p ir a t io n  on e l e c t io n  day i s  maue 

dependent on a c lock-work o f  ryithtap the s p i r i t  b e f a l l s  the masses 

every f o u v years  o r  every two years* ■'This o e l i e f  has a i l  the r i g i d i t y  

o f  a ze^pe lin  and i t  c on trad ic ts  the one g rea t  f a c t  in  which the 

community must f e e l  in sp ired  Lest i t  p er ish ; war* a war cannot be fought 

\ithout in s p ir a t io n  because we mean oy s p i r i t  the b e l i e f  o f  human 

souLs in  t ra n s fe r e n c e . The s o ld ie r  b e l ie v e s  that by h is  death he 

cements the fu tu re  w a l l  of h is  c i t y .  The cou n tr ie s  of th is  wo: l.d 

axe a l l  b u i l t  on the p e o p le s ’ l i v e s  who were in sp ired  05 the fu tu re  

o f  these coun tr ies*  The sound in s t in c t  of a people at war always has 

been to  concentrate  on th i;  insp irations:oecause v ic t o r y  was im poss io le  

Without i t .  I f  e l e c t io n s  were so. :.e t iling in d i f f e r e n t ,  o r  in a s fa r  as 

e le c t io n s  are something i n d i f f e r e n t ,  they may o f  course be held  in  

.war-time• Jut the democratic dogma does not ax_ow e le c t io n s  to oecome 

^ d i f f e r e n t ; ,  i t  i n s i s t s  that e le c t io n s  are in s p ir e d ,  f o r  only in  th is  

manner was i t  j u s t i f i e d  to  deny a l t  p rev ious in s p i r a t io n a l  o rders ,  

i f ( e le c t io n s  are secon d -ra te , as 1  th ink they a re ,  then i  must o e i i e v e  

that the s p i r i t  has o th er  communions a t  h is  d isp o sa l .  The war in  an 

e l e c t io n  year i s  a democratic v e rs ion  o f  r e a l i t y ,  e le c t io n  in  a war 

year  i s  my vers ion  o f  r e a l i t y *  Shat does th is  mean? i t  means that 

American democracy b e l ie v e s  that h is to ry  i s  made in  th is  e l e c t io n
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.year desp ite  the war, and 1  b e l ie v e  that h is to ry  i s  wade in the wax- 

yea r  desp ite  the e Lection« The event to which we add the tin,) wo id  

’ y e a r '  /fives the name to the period and th e re fo re  i s  c a l le d  epoch- 

making; I t  seems so in s ig n i f ic a n t . ,  and y e t  i s  so d e c is iv e  that we 

should connect a moment in  time and an ac t of man in to  a com. ound, 

but in  th is  l i t t l e  process o f  nomination uo we en te r  our nominations 

f o r  the h is to ry  >f mankind, Tames o rran isc  us, and they determine 

our l i v e s ,  and to sneak of 1944 as e l e c t io n  y ea r  i s  one d ec is io n ;  

and to sneak o f  1944 as a war yea r  i s  another, la l e t  Doth names 

race neck-te-neck  i s  sch izophren ic ,  i t  moans that we do not fe>. 1  in sp 

ir e d  e i th e r  by the war or  by the e le c t io n  anj Longer oecause a l l  

in s p ir a t io n  has one undooateaole jua L i t y : i t  i s  the t i l ing  that comes 

f i r f e t ;  i t  i s  the unum necessarium. mary, when she k n e lt  down to  pour 

the o i l  o ve r  the f e e t  o f  her f r ie n d  coa id  not uhink a t the same time 

tha t i t  was lunch-hour.

Now democracy Knows ju ite  w e l l  that the quadrennial ry thm ol 

in s p ir a t io n  i s  ra th er  a rb i t ra ry  ana th e re fo re  i t  has the. back door 

through which genius may sLip in  my time. i t  i s ,  however, obvious 

that French democracy aid maerican democracy always assessed the 

frequency o f  genius in  nearly  o osime terms. The Trench e l e c t e e  

r a r e l y , but genius was served in  l a r i s  day a f t e r  day in  every  salon 

and as the true n a t iv e  sp ice  o f  l i f e .  I n . U.3 .  e l e c t io n s  -..ere much 

more frequent and i n f i n i t e l y  u n iv e rsa l  o r  comprehensive, w h ile  

genius was e i t h e r  p re t ty  f la s h y  o r  imported. The man from M issouri 

would not d-my th existence in  so many woras, but th a t  would be as 

f a r  as he would go. Because -hen you g iv e  genius the famous answer:

'1  must be shown,' a l l  support i s  withdrawn from him® P a r is  was a 

nursery, a hot-bed f o r  gen ius. M issouri i s  a q u ic k - f r e e z e r ,  said o ily  

a f u l l - f l e d g e d  genius, u su a lly  imported, may su rv ive  th is  treatment



Again the dilemma o f  1944 becomes obv ious . We have a sca le  o f  three

f i n  e le c t io n s *  th ird *  s p e c i f i c  surprise  in s p ir a t io n  by genius» N e ith e r  

lone nor th ree  have r e a l  power in  U .S . , which makes the second in to  a 

f a r  too is o la t e d  model o f  a l l  in sp ira t io n *  1  would ’ nt deny that 

e le c t io n s  do c on s t i tu te  one form o f  in s p ir a t io n ,  but I  would emphatic 

a l l y  hold that they must cease to be that when the.y are id o l i s e d  

and e x a l t  d in to  being the only chm nei through which God speaks*

In 1776 no American denied, f i r s t ,  tha t God had to  speak i f  the 

community should l i v e ,  and second that he had spoken in  many wu,ys.

In 1944s most people laugh when they hear us assume that God speaxs. 

The,y a lso  laugh when we ho la  that the Jews and the Church were 

in sp ir e d .  A l l  th is  notw ithstanding, they ask us to b e l ie v e  in  

e le c t io n s .  Why any sane person should b e l i e v e  in  e le c t io n s  w ith  a l l  

t h e i r  h o rro rs ,  l i e s ,  corru p t ion s ,  exc lu s ion  o f  whole c la sses  o f  

c i t i z e n s  o r  s o ld ie r s  remains in e x p l ic a b le  as soon as the e le c t io n s  

are cut o f f  from the continuous stream in  which God spoke to man 

and speaks to  man throughtthe ages, drooxs ^dams, the b ro ther  of 

H^nry Adams, c a l l e d  th is  the degradation  o f  the democratic dogma.

Wap" and genius are the two channels which may p u r i fy  democracy, 

because both may en large  the concept o f  in s p i r a t io n  and raaxe i t  

again a tru ly  b e l ie ved  r e a l i t y  wh ile  i t  i s  today merely r id icu lo u s  

and u n s c i e n t i f i c .

un iversa l in s p ira t io n  in  war, second, rythm ica l in s p ir a t io n
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