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Introduction: "God is the People."
A letter to the author in which the questions of the bo 
are asked.
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APO 634» August 29, 1943

Dear Professor»

Many times since leaving Dartmouth I have found myself wondering 

what you were saying and thinking on a given subject or what advice 

you might supply, I have tried to write you ft different times but 

the Besult seemed s illy  and unsatisfactory. This time I hope to make

a go of it .

To this day I am s t ill au loggerheads with Gene and Dick

via mail with a line of thinking for which you were the impetus, I

have stood for poitiwai mass action and materialism. Felt that the

experiment of Gamp William James*) was doomed as an isolation from 
*) For this footnote see the next page NB.

a social and economic pattern which would not allow it to survive. 

Put I think the crux of my inability to K8X£ä£äXXSXXKX go along with 

you as so many fellows have is my failure to believe in the divinity 

of Jesus Christ.

_________  My way of li fe  a sort of Meckiinian myth **) is
**) Poofessor Meckiin taught a course in sociology®a.Tf \j2 A/S gv - 1 -- y
”  If (C( l ( ™ e>*\ . o. £•• 1 «  ( - >J * • ■  -<5 ** * • > .
built around a belief in "God is the people". Änd as you well know

army life  certainly can put an idea like that to the test.

The uniform , the soldiering, and even the ETO ribbon I ’m

entitled to wear are enough to satisfy society and my frjends that

I"belonged". But in my heart I know that during this whole lousy

business I fumed, rotted, and killed time. I who talked so much of



am awhat should be done and cheered when others went out and did it ,  

glorified grease monkey living in comparative (Comfort and ab

solute safety. So/ I was drafted. This is my li fe ,  my only l i fe .

I cannot accept being drafted as a worker when men must be sol

diers. In the final analysis it was my fau lt. So many things I 

might have done. But after one blind albeit continous stab to 

fly  for the Navy I flrifted lijce my whole generation afraid to 

Jump into the stream. I wanted to be a big guy doing something 

important. I failed to integrate theory and practice and now 

m caught in my own trap.

But it is not a ll bad. After soldiering a year I ’m s t i l l  

a buck private and have lit t le  chanee of being made a non-com.

I like to think that is because I refused to compromise ideals 

I believe in strongly. Have never applied for Officer Candidate 

School which I should be able tsa make with l it t le  trouble, 

firstly  I wanted to get overseas. But beyond that I thought of 

much you have said. Is it not essential that so Me of the men who 

help rebuild America and the world be men of the ranks ? Men who

hdve Known the boredom and intellectual indecency of this exi
stence ? Be|ng ordered about by those one cannot respect as 

men or as soldiers is tough yet a fellow learns an essential 

humility in dealing with others, army as 1 have known it

lacked the groupness, the oneness tnat you captured 'ith Camp

,7iliiam  Janes and w® in  a, s m a l l &®n§§  fo-ttfid i®  dtir , * )
~  The' 'n iter, aWrn leader, nad run a oedj.. ea.i.;6 cluu vmile college# ‘ /

I X

f
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Footnote to page 2 **) '

Camp William James was established following a petition of 325 citizen

° f  Vermont at a ra lly  in Tunbridge September 25, 194U, by order of

the President of the Uftited States. It was meant to serve as a leader- .

ship training center for a remodelled Civil Conservation Corps . Graduates

from Harvard and Dartmouth, Vassar,and Skidmore and other Colleges as

well as farm boys and members of CCC camps participated. The family of

William James gave permission to use their father' s name since we ac
cepted his dictum:

" So far, war has been the only force that can discipline a whole 

community, and until an equivalent is organized, I believe that wPr must * 

have its way." Accordingly, when war came , a ll the members joined the 

armed forces or related activ ities. Having had to wait thirty years 

alter William James' death, we had been too la te , for once* Further discuss! 

on on pages lbOff. nnil nn prugn— I’liHn f f _



f cI shudder a«**- think how many would quit ana go home i f  they

could. BUt yet it wou^d be a far stronger army. I have yet to 

talk seriously with men who have seen action. I wonder i f  fee

lings of groupness and purposeness develop.

Men have yet to understand this war. Many see reason for 

war with Japan but not with Germany. The feeling that we are

altruistically helping the English is common. They only want to 
go bacK to well paying jobs they are so confident are going

to be there.

Seeing England at this time is an experience of first-rate  
a

“agnitu^#'. There is ̂ determination to win and a quiet acceptance 

° f  the rigor of war that is wonderful albeit lost on the average 

of my comrades who rate American dollars as far more important

than British and Russian lives in the winning of the war. You
of

told me/the destiny of History coming to America when Lincoln 

entered Richmond. I wonder i f  it returned to Europe with tfe©- 

the courag; of London ? And does not the Red Revolution finally  

reach maturity and purge itse lf of the sins it has committed 

with the bfcttle of Stalingrad ?

I have been thinking a great deal of where I shall 

find my place SBPter the war. Law School seems impossible. After 

bej.ng s,jD completely a follower I want to be able to step out as 

p leader at least in the sense of a trai^ blazer. I have a



desire to see the world not as a tourist but as m worker and figh

ter. For we know that this is only a war in the course of a world 

revolution which it seems will claim the efforts of $11 of us for 

years i f  not for li fe .

What , Sir, would you liKe to see me, Alan, Dick and the rest of 

us do ? «•*••••

Sincerely

Irving
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September 15, 1943

Dear I r v in g ,

Your l e t t e r  l e f t  me badly shaken. I t  was f u l l  o f  power; i t  

was your f i r s t  l e t t e r  to me. How s h a l l  I  g iv e  to  my answer a l l  the 

overtones and keys which would f i l l  i t  w ith  the same volume?

I t  is true that in many ways I  was groomed to  answer your 

question. The very day that your l e t t e r  had come, a boy o f  the 

Haval Unit here asked: why is C h r is t ia n i t y  not a myth l i k e  any

other? And on innumerable occasions as you w e l l  know s im i la r  ques

tions were put and answers were f i n a l l y  condensed in to  the manuscript 

"The Future Y e t ,  the l im i ta t io n s  o f  my powers became

p a in fu l ly  c le a r  to  me when I  t r i e d  to  envisage your s i tu a t io n  and now 

t r y  to speak a c tu a l ly  to  you and not in  g e n e r a l i t i e s .

Perhaps, one way o f  b r id g in g  the abyss is  that I  should 

match your myth: "Cod is  the P eop le , "  by the myth o f  my own cen tu ry .

Any genera tion  is  born in to  the myth o f  i t s  t im e ; I  agree  w ith  you, 

on the i r r e s i s t i b l e  "e.^lan" o f  the myth. What swayed us o f f  our 

fe e t?

We grew up as the la s t  gen era t ion  b e fo re  the F i r s t  World 

War; hence we were spellbound by the doc tr in es  o f  Emerson and Goethe.

"Give a l l  to  l o v e ........." He who l o v e s , . . . .  "mounts to paradise  by

the stairway of* s u r p r i s e . ” "Love is  a G od " . . . - . .  "When h a lf -gods  go, 

the gods a r r i v e . ” You see there  was p len ty  o f  mythology in  th is  

enlightened century. W orld ly  lo v e  to  woman was exa lted  and made 

comprehensive so that f r e e  e n te rp r is e ,  to  me at l e a s t ,  was only a
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wrapping around the r e a l  in c e n t iv e .  This in cen t iv e  was to  ga ther 

crowns and v i c t o r i e s  and money f o r  being ab le  to  throw them down a t 

the f e e t  o f  one’ s sweetheart. "Give a l l  f o r  l o v e , "  aye, "Rob a l l  

f o r  your l o v e . "  When K arl Schurz became Senator, he, 'I^Je f o r e ig n -  

born and b are ly  f o r t y  years o f  age, asked his w i f e  i f  she would 

re ce iv e  th is  as h is  best g i f t ; and was th is  p ea r l  to  her l ik in g ?

The natura l r e v e la t io n  that God is  in  the r e la t io n s  o f  the hearts cf 

men and women, that he is  in a l l  the forms by which sensation  is  

s a n c t i f i e d ,  held such a s p e l l  as to  be d i f f i c u l t  to  convey to  you 

since the shadows o f  i t s  heyday have lengthened by now, con s iderab ly .

The vo ice  by which the sexes are drawn to g e th e r ,  seemed to 

contain the answer to  a l l  problems in a way s im i la r  to  the conv ic 

t ion  o f  your times that the masses are the instruments o f  God.

This our natura l r e l i g i o n  led  many, in  Europe more than here 

to  the b e l i e f  that the gen ius, the e r o t ic  f i r e ,  which draws Adam to  

Eve, a lso  is  c r e a t iv e  in a r t  and sc ience  and p o l i t i c s .  The burning 

f i r e  o f  lo ve  was not an a f f a i r  between p r iv a te  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e i r  

le isu re  time; i t  took the p lace o f  the c e n tr a l  myth. A l l  other r e l a 

t ions o f  our l i f e  in  the world appeared in  th is  l i g h t ,  as mere 

emanations o f  our courtsh ip . Vie courted the world because we courted 

women.
c

As every myth, ours asked f o r  hecatombs o f  l i v e s .  I t  cannot 

be c a l le d  an acc iden t tha t Maupassant and Lenin, L a ssa l le  and 

Heinrich Heine succumbed to  S y p h i l i s .  The pervers ions  o f  Swinburne 

and Gide and the Sodom and Gomorrha o f  Proust showed the re ve rse  o f  

the medal. s lw f  C l i n t  G$sad&2i&®, an in n ocen t Pl^rs t  L ieutenant in  -the 

inti 11 itronaifb, g iv es  ta lks  to  h is  men on the dangers from ven erea l



d iseases, now, is  a hea lthy symptom though a queer one, that we 

w«a passed the days when these abominations dominated a h e lp less  

humanity, l ik e  a m erc iless  Moloch whose name could not be u t te red .

But do not over look  the grandeur o f  our era when D is r a e l i  

could court England and the T o r ie s ,  in  his novels as w e l l  as in  his 

speeches, could court Queen V ic t o r ia ,  as Gambetta courted Prance, 

and every American the Pres idency. You may now r a t i o n a l i z e  and 

psycho log ize  and psychoanalyze our myth. But you are i t s  h e i r s .  

Consider the fo l lo w in g  two fa c ts  from the e igh teen th  c en tu ry . George 

Washington s t i l l  considered  a lo v e  match as something beneath h is  

d ig n i t y .  In Germany, a nobleman and famous w r i t e r ,  who happened to  

be arden tly  in  lo ve  w ith  his fiance7©, in s is t e d  as la t e  as 1791, in  

his l e t t e r s  to  her , that they should keep up the appearances o f  an 

arranged match, and speak o f  th e i r  marriage as a w is e ly  premeditated 

fam ily  business. To marry f o r  lo v e ,  is  a myth b a re ly  150 years o ld .  

Before, marriage had been a fam ily  a f f a i r  as you s t i l l  can see i t  

handled among r o y a l t y .  We have conquered f o r  you the freedom that 

the fam ily  cannot in t e r f e r e  w ith  your cho ice .

We were shipwrecked in many ways. For, no myth is  more 

than temporal. The myth which seems so na tu ra l to  the l i v in g ,  f o r  

th*ff very reason is  t r a n s ie n t .

Yours no longer  is  a p r im a r i ly  cou rt in g  g en era t ion .  The 

tension  is lessened by many in-between s ta g es .  P e t t in g  is  one o f  

them. Coeducation and ea r ly  marriage and b i r t h  c o n t ro l  and sa lvarsan , 

have e l im inated  both, the heights  o f  d iv in e  lo v e ,  and the d espa ir  o f  

the animal, and the abso lu te  r isk s  o f  our cou rtsh ip  o f  the Dame 

World are now down to  the l e v e l  on which one might take out insurance



against them, so to  speak. D ivorce is  a kind o f  l im i t a t io n  o f  

r is k .  The myth d ies when the r i s k  loses the character o f  being ab

so lu te .  The sexes try  to  meet -on an em pir ica l and manageable b a s is .

I  do not complain at a l l  tha t my myth should no longer p re 

v a i l .  The c ry  "God is gen ius , "  "God is  a r t , " "God is  c r e a t i v i t y , " 

was shown up in these la s t  f o r t y  years as not comprehensive enough. 

Before going in to  that, l e t  me only say that the rays from my myth

i c a l  sun have reached you from hearsay on ly .  Don’ t  th ink o f  i t  

only in the gh as t ly  vis ions o f  the mad a r t  is t . Those who served 

f a i t h f u l l y ,  cleansed and p u r i f i e d  the myth in to  the e t e rn a l  t ru th  

that God is  m arr iage . The Frenchman Gu izot,  a le ad er  o f  1830, 

h is to r ia n  and statesman o f  the ju s te -m i l ie u  gave a good s o lu t io n  in  

his book t i t l e  "L'amour dans le  m a rr ia g e " . "God is  m arriage" is  

an e te rn a l tru th  and crea ted  a lo veab le  world . In  i t s  sublime so lu 

t ion s ,  the myth served as a gateway in to  the f u l l e r  l i f e ,  and c h i ld 

bed and death, fr ien dsh ips  o f  the most precious d evo t ion ,  education 

and s k i l l s , f lo u r is h e d  under th is  magic wand. The most p o s i t i v e  

creations o f  the 19th century sprang from i t s  c u l t  o f  E ro s . Born 

w ith in  the e n c ir c l in g  gloom o f  the love-myth, we could ye t  ge t  be

yond i t  by tak ing i t  as a messenger, instead  o f  m istaking i t  as the 

source o f  a l l  tru th .

At the end o f  World War One our myth exp loded . When I  con

fessed  to  t h is ,  I  e n t I t l e d  the book "The Marriage o f War and Revo- 

lu t i o n . "  In th is  book, my lo ve  myth o f  pre-war days was con fronted  

w ith  your myth o f  the Masses. Each, i t  seemed to  me, imparted some 

b less in g  to  the o th e r , For instance, the courted " b r id e " o f  a man’ s 

heart now became v i s ib l e  as the hard working "daughter o f  Man," a ls o .



Your generation  learned to  see behind the p re t ty  body which the 

adolescent c raves , the working woman* To you, th is  does not appear 

stunning. To us, i t  came as a shock» Goethe, the prophet o f  the 

20th century, w res t led  a l l  his l i f e  w ith  the in congru ity  or the mys

te ry  that a f a th e r 's  Daughter in  whom we respect  the f a t h e r ’ s sou l,  

and the Bride who compels us as Venus, should be one and the same be

ing. P ro p h e t ic a l ly ,  he postu la ted  th e i r  u lt im ate  oneness. The 

natural daughter would r e co n c i le  the c lasses  and g ive  peace to 

s oc i e t y .

In America, the equation between the courted b r id e  and the 

revered  daughter o f  God is  not fu n c t ion in g  w e l l . You see many men 

whose s e l e c t i v e  power is n i l ,  who simply are married by some ener

g e t ic  v/oman. Love is the power o f  s e le c t io n ,  the power to  stamp 

one c o n s te l la t io n  v/ith the character  o f  uniqueness. And i t  is  ra re  

that the modern American boy has the heart  f o r  th is  very  a c t . "They 

may break down because they have run too fa s t  and too  hard instead  

o f  using th e ir  heart in  the way i t  is  meant to  be used, f o r  l o v in g , "  

a navy o f f i c e r  wrote to  me in  d iagnosing the prospects o f  th is  

country.

I I .

To come back to the r e a l  break between the gen era t ion s ;

wh ile  I  wret-e The Mayrda^e War  and —w4-hh—fhe ■
soon

on-^he-Daughtef-, 1/was con fronted  by the Russian R evo lu tion  and the 

Marxian myth o f  mass-action as the panacea f o r  the r e a l  e v i l s  o f 

s o c i e t y . other words,— t  t r i e d  -be— t he

Genius—-e-e—bfa^ir-irt~-migthfe---i nc ludo i ts—varyL^onnosdrfae . your» 

fr3rffiê -~-weii£_Jja--&fâ ---are-6̂ nxiane.y- in  whi c h~produe-fclv-e—mass ae-hi-rm—
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& a d A b r a r f c « * I - - - a s - - .

The In e v i ta b le  t r a n s i t io n  from my "myth” to  another, had 

been my experience ever s ince  1905 when I  f i r s t  ta lked  to  a genuine 

Russian R evo lu tionary . The- s o o ia l --f;es-pedr-4md^-adnvays~tTe^n-4^-sj,gh%-,

luhien—by—a-n 03say en—"thoupurat-hve- F e l low ship-. ”— I—a l s o d ecrid ed -t o 1 

pay-my-neapect s - to tho -new myth-.— h-ent -e-r-ed-a  f a ct ory-r - anbr--g«rye—drive

yearsy from 191©""t o 1923,—Lo.the fac  Lory and..-labor p ro b lems A----T—

abandoned the- p lace whieh-I lo ved  - mesh?—the cha in_o-f  srrh-rrl

beeauopnit- 1-ay—obv ious l y boo—e-xc lrts 1 vehy—hn—b-he- n̂ag  ic  s quaro e£-

P la  tonic—Eraa—and.academic- my t hy—ins ide—tire—8-erman un-iv ers ir ty i----i — •

wanked—f or the decen-brar lizat ion nf^-i^drtrsdrryy—the—educ a t i  on—of---tm±HTr 

-loaders j—work camps,—etc .—i n s tea d *•

However^—1—no 1o ngrtrr rTm lri-aftrrk-m a-^ myth  n n r In

rsfdhrf-.-nor i n-anybody1 s—myth-.--- And—there are  noin_nn~ly the hampoyayy

myths o f  p o l l -t i c o  ..—We- a l s-o—have our --paiefheeerenadr--myhh-ers-~T—&haAT- 

have-he—e xp la in —fur th er  -on. My r e a c t io n  to  the th i r t e e n  years  1905- 

1918, was p r im a r i ly  that a l l  myths became second r a t e .  I  now searched 

f o r  the r e la t io n  o f  these indispensab le  myths to  the whole o f  l i f e .

The myths as phases is  the top ic  o f  n0ut o f  R ev o lu t io n " .  And th e i r  

wise handling seemed to  me the only human a t t i tu d e  towards them.

Hence, I  was compelled to  r e s t r a in  the new myth ju s t  as much as the

* )  see foo tno te  on next page
191th-century myth»;— 1—aTe-a—l -est  - my—p la ce at—the jbead- o f  The Aoadomy-

& hmdrod per 

center s—of—ea^thar -4By-1ho 1 ogy -s meATr&d—the—rah ,—scented and—rwshhhgd-emy



Footnote *)

You may well ask for some proof that this is not ? n afterthought. 
Hence , the following sentences from "The Marriage of War and Re
volution',' written in 1919, may serve ( p. .43 ff .J:

/ |-GV̂ w?e ,
" ±fl $n§ decades ahead of us,many Germans w ill be driven by sheer 

anguish to revane hafn, rebellion, restorations. We shall pass throug 
attempts of a p s e u d o e m  per o r and Germany w i 1 1 b e 
t r a n s f o r m e d  into a h e i 1 , by Jrhese forces.

We, however, must bear willingly the double tfuree laid upon 
us by the 19th century mythology and by that of the khJth century. 
Both, nationalism as well as socialism, have lost their majesty, 
for us. For, as nationalism\^a^/ho“lbnge'r^the future, and there
fore sees even its past achievements turn into mere spectres, so 
does socialism ignore th£. past and thereby turns its future into a 
sunless day of mechanisms. We shall be expelled by both.

Nevertheless, since the very meaning of human history is at 
staxe, we can't help serving as the faithfui piece of cable by 
which tkm. yesterday remains connected with tomorrow, despite 
the cleavage."
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The u lt im ate  expression o f  th is  r e s t r a in t  is  the w a l l  

erected between you and me, in  the dogma o f  the d i v i n i t y  o f  Jesus 

C h r is t .

I o ften  t r y  to fo r g e t  that i t  is  such a g rea t  d i v id e .  How

ever, I  can ’ t do anything about i t .  Your own myth would catch i t s  

form o f  d isease and would degenerate , p r e c i s e ly  as the lo ve  cu lt  of 

the 19th century, i f  i t  was u n w il l in g  to  be r e s t ra in ed  by re fe ren ce  

to  the Chris tian  E ra .

At f i r s t  s ig h t ,  th is  may seem, pure nonsense or a rea c t io n a ry  

t r i c k  by v/hich necessary reforms are de layed . What has mass, a c t io n  

by which to  f i g h t  unemployment or e ros ion , to  do w ith  the l i t t l e  

Jew in P a le s t in e  1900 years ago? The cure f o r  your myth can h ard ly  

be expected from a man whose people produced Marx and T r o t s k y .

I - ha ve-■ no H -luo 1 ono . —us ele^-s— f e gy-foy- .

Tho -l a t trer " is—an■■■ individua-1. The b a tta l io n s  o f  some ” dawn” as shown 

in  the f i r s t  of the Orozco Murals, march to  t h e i r  d es t in y  w ithout 

conscious leadersh ip ,  t ru s t in g  th e i r  in s t in c t s .  "The God who is  the 

p eop le ” is  l ik e  the seven seas, l i k e  a c o r n f i e ld  in a storm, and 

words cannot stop him.. No sermon on the mount f o r  the new masses.

I t  makes l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i f  the s o c ia l  gospe l  is ^fee Russian com

munism or ^ e  Nazi Soc ia l ism  or fascism , or the New Deal. one

&£—our fr ionda— —in to x ic a t e d - by With most Americans,

the in to x ic a t io n  is reae h m ild er .  I t  is  c a l l e d  the war e f f o r t .  Under 

th is  banner, the indispensab le  readjustment o f  America is  c a r r ie d  out,

w ith  a minimum o f i l lu s io n s  or mythology, Jgfoo- -war- o f f  up tr; which 
^  tin. i + *

s-a-ves— a t  i  on*,r  ^ o  6 a •&-§-!? ~ e s ̂  " •

eyc-ving—f or rea l  eleobr-±e-arty'5—peal, enthus-l-gesm--andr-- i t  -G-emes so—eobe-r-ly- 
Does the "war e f fo rt "  excuse, explain, interpret, every decision and 
every ac t , for the duration ? Can we simply aquiesce in i t  ?
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ills god Is sex. And that prevents hifa from s e l f - r e a l i z a t io n .  Rofel 

l i f e  leads to marriage. In this case, the myth leads out of Ilzfeelf, 

Into "real" l i f e . Here, we have/to l i v e  with our In - laws and/with 

our children. The " in - law s" are quite a case in poin t. / They see 

the Pride as a member of thanr fam ily where the passion / f  sex is 

absent. The myth o f the Nineteenth century saw in the^ mistress the 

de it ies  o f love , and a l l  degrees can be found in i t /  poems, from 

Venus to Mary, and from Cretchen to As t a r t e . But/to her fam ily , the 

daughter w i l l  be Diana or Athene, or Terpsichor/. The clash between 

the In-laws and the bridegroom may become pa i/ fu l because the e l e 

ments of two d i f fe r e n t  "myths" clash,

The s/ame clash rages In this country now between "my" myth 

of fre e  enterprise (and courtship is i ts  most in ten s i f ie d  expression) 

and your/'myth". he have d i f fe r e n t  ^Second Natures". D if fe ren t  

words p e  on our l ip s  day and nighy, d i f fe r e n t  waves f low  through 

"srre-wfe—

0.

Let me approach the same question mark on an even more day- 

to-day basis. Ten so ld iers  grouse in th e ir  barracks. There is that 

swine of the barracks among them who drives the decent m ajority
Jrv. *.%*.«*

crazy. He chuckles at a l l  the f a r t i n g v - ' S h i - t t o f  our

animal body. His jokes and. s to r ies  are detested and yet undergone 

by his helpless comrades. Why?

The swine grunts. He l iv e s  beneath even the contemporary 

myth o f  the common oause. He does share ne ither the i l lu s ion s  nor 

the heroisms of the myth. He is a non-conformist, but alas in  the
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sense only that no myth whatsoever holds any spellb inding power 

over him. He puts in the place o f your co lle c t iv e  decency his in 

d ividual indecency. He swears and he curses. And how he d rinks .

Dan came on furlough quite anxious to be sober fo r  one week, again .

Why did he drink? Because of that swine o f the barracks .

At this point, the lack of an established clergy o f which 

you servants of your myth r igh t ly  pride yourselves ceases to be an 

advantage. The myth o f the masses depended on your unshakable fa ith  

that a l l  its  members were part of an i r r e s is t ib le  m ission. Whether 

this is the United States army or the p ro le ta r ia t  or "Youth," makes 

no d ifference in this respect. I t  was because of the I r r e s is t ib le  

magnetism that you declined to think in terms of a po lice fo rce o ra  oUtfrm 

a pope fo r  your myth: "God is the people."  That swine of the bar

racks , however, is outside your c ir c u it . Your e le c t r ic ity  sends no 

spark into him. I f  you should happen to march him to v ictory , he 

would concentrate on the loot and s p o i ls .

We are silenced the very moment anybody proves immune a-gainstr 

our myth, in our barracks. And we tw ist our faces as we do when we 

have toothache. Those were my worst hours in the army.

We are forced to recognize two le v e ls , one conformist and 

mythical, the other below• I f  you admit the existence of the two 

le ve ls , we are able to look together fo r  a th ird  le v e l on which you 

and I may meet despite our d iffe ren t  "second n a tu re s ," in overeom- 

> ing the swine.

In re s is t in g  the swine, we need an authority which the pure 

myth does not grant us. What gives you the authority  and the good 

conscience to t e l l  a man: Be s i le n t , under the applause o f the
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bystanders? How do we convince? We sh a ll have success when we can 

make them perceive that we do not speak a rb it r a r i ly  lik e  the swine, 

but in the name of some re a l power. The truth  which you utter  

ceases to be an empty phrase not because i t  is  c lever but because 

the lis ten e r fee ls  that i t  is  represented to them by you. I t  reaches 

them not from you, but through you. In the name of the s c ie n t if ic  

method, one absent minded professor is able to d isc ip lin e  hundreds 

of students, without any obstruction on the ir p a r t .

The o ff ic e r  who represents the established  authority of his 

government, sees ten thousands respond to his order. And i f  you

make the appeal in the name of decency, or patriotism , or duty, or '
Ur ! w,

common sense, you always "re -p re sen t ," •i&roeat you make present an 

authority hitherto absent and now drawn into the room by your speak

ing, in its  name. When one man grouses u sua lly  the others g r ip e .

Only when one man ceases to grouse and lends his body to be the 

ca rrie r  of a power whose delegate he chooses to be, does he r is e  to

the occasion and is seen to speak from the platform  of au thority .
htCiA US& 'CCv. ,

Do not Tjliu L millin'! the boys qay »■ Observe on which/ le v e l they
JLi$Ce.*n

speak. And you w i l l  ta&zta that the establishment of

the higher platform , the speaking’’in the name o f . . . , ” is what matters 

in l i f e ,  and very l i t t l e *  what we ac tua lly  say. The same word: "Be 

s i le n t ,” may come from the pig who lik es  a squabble, from the t ired  

comrade^who wants to go to s leep , and from the insu lted human being 

who wishes to weed out this kind of s t u f f .

But who knows of this "speaking in the name o f . . "?  Moat meir 

s-®oon4—aaJm res, —as_ (=»mppr»Qr»-Lâ ——and cannot

tame ■ the boas-t as—their—own ta lk  i s—ye gu rg ita t io n .— The dee-ent—boya*
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to speakALn my own name. Behind the dogma of the d iv in ity  of the

to se ll By myth and I did not accept your myth, either• We traded 

yOn a higher plane® This plane on which we swap myths f survive our 

generation, shed our second natures, was created at a certain his

torical moment. Any historical creation is in constant danger of 

being forgotten^of becoming purely h istorical• Hence, the tenacity

guarantor of our humanity, l ie s  this simple fac t that I did not try
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with which his name is attacked as w ell as defended, in evepy gen

eration. His name stands fo r  the s a c r if ic e  of every generation’ s 

myth. S-Hrce_hTe was a man lik e  we,—ourselves-} lie ohowod ua how-%e

~bhe myth of  our own generaMren-g— la -d o ing.a-o, lie~'l r r i faa<faod*'

-tho3-e—who wore cHffayed—by- thofar— . 

hoard -of - t -he exis-tonco- o f a highe-a^pl^n^|4^::̂ to---3^e~ wa,y-ra "̂- ‘fchr&--e-e °̂- 

■vlncod- Coastruni s t~ of~~thB~thlr t f ee--h«lr£-evfgt±~iTrT!l5"~p3Ttry~^ 

though-i t  -changed srbrraptBy- w eyy ha-If- yoas». In order to unders tand 

the world which Jesus tr ied  to redeem, the Gentiles, the party lin e  

Communists o ffe r  you a perfect example. They scoffed  at any le v e l

beyond or below/; they denied the existence of any r e a lity  except the •
Jesus h®,massed a l l  tdm-fca» myths, Greek, Germanic, Egyptian 

party m entality. XDSSSJg, on the other hand^scandalized the one non

myth ic a 1 people o f the ancient world, the Jews. They had drawn a 

line  between themselves and the G en tiles , had fenced themselves o f f  

from the secular myths o f Greeks and Eyptlans. And they consideredA
it  a sacrilege  to ascribe any v a lid ity  to any myth. Jesus ceased to
be a Jew and did not become a G entile . Me the Christ was the f i r s t  Chri
stian. Between mythological l i f e ,  and anti-m ythological reve lation ,

Jesus had to discover a way out. The myth had to receive its  due, 

and, at the same time, i t  had to be put on a secondary p lane. As 

s ec ond rat 'e^  ItS ̂ W 'yexis t . The confus ion under which the world 

decayed, came from its  asking f i r s t  seat.

Jesus chose to defy the myth which w e ll sums up a l l  the myths 

of a l l  tim es. (And antiqu ity  thought and liv ed  a l l  possib le  phi

losoph ies and myths; its  inventory in this respect is com plete).

Is ra e l, in order to escape from any sp ec ific  myth o f Baal and 

Dionysos, and Zeus and O siris and Kybele and Odin, had summed them 

a l l  up in the messianic complex. Does not every myth consider
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h^fnp ts?SSi1sftl*P& B '\\  11  BSiSSSSls % ethmŷ  t\seir
com pensat^ , ^ g t ^ J & c P  W  ■̂ Sie mes's fa Jecomp f  0x*1|'??31' inU th e form 

of"God is the people*" "Peed the m illio n s ,"  was the Marxian myth put

before him by the tempter in the desert. He was tempted by the s c i 

en tific  myth which gave me much trou b le : Know everything. Research,

science, truth fo r truth ’ s sake. Writing the greatest of books. And 

he was tempted to take over the p o li t ic a l  government as world p re s i

dent, which is the myth of power, once more.

He did not w rite  the great book. He did not s ta rt  a strug

gle fo r  power. He did not exterminate the so c ia l e v i l .  He barely  

did enough of healing, teaching, and feeding to make i t  abundantly 

clear that he could have chosen to tackle these problems . He did  

not have to act as the fox with the sour grapes. I t  was neither 

lmpotency nor ignorance nor lack o f p o lit ic a l  forcefu lness which pre

vented him from choosIng these lines of action . This was necessary  

to estab lish  his own. le ve l as a plane not below but above the myth

and the anti-myth. Once he had established th is  evidence beyond a
(li$

doubt, he went to the Cross and gave back the s p ir i t  into the hands 
Thereby^ he created^the so lid a rity  of mankind^, beyond a l l  individual power 
o T W f a t h e r .  T ^ a t  iHIlTTs' the true^sTory, arpprea rs from the fa c t~

that the apostle Paul never cared fo r  the sayings of Jesus during

his l i f e . He nearly never quoted him. Paul, having received the new

freedom of non-mythical communion, from the f i r s t  man who had walked
of absolute so lid a rity  of a i l  times and spaces of man 

on this plane/, showed by not quot ing him that he was communing with

Jesus above a myth. He lived  with him in the absolute freedom from

indoctrination. Prom this fe llowship^ he and the other apostles de

rived th e ir  power to manipulate the ir tim es. They had ceased to be 

mere contemporaries. Anybody who fe e ls  that every myth breeds Its



"syp h ilis " i f  i t  is not overcome by free  persons, speaks in the same 

unambiguous name, a fte r  that. Because* tbfe th ird  le v e l gets mixed 

up with the animal le v e l and the mythical le v e l, i f  we do not re 

present, i f  we do not bring back into our time, th is same unambigu

ous cross . To the mythologists i t  sounds r id icu lo u s , and to the 

decent people* i t  comes as an impious scandal. And I am perfec tly  

w illin g  to admit that I very deeply c^'n fe e l  the r id ic u le  and the 

scandal myself, o ften .

For* we a l l  are Gentiles or Jews, a lte rn a t in g ly . Nobody is

a Christian a l l  the time. Yet* i t  remains true that the monopoly

of the myth was broken. The passion o f Jesus introduced the f i r s t ’
0.7-Um

"above-myth" l i f e ,  into the world of the G en tile s ; he(broke away 

from the s te r ile  negation of the myth* by the Jews, by taking upon 

him self the one myth which could not be repeated and should not be 

repeated, ever, the messianic myth. The cross was his way out o f 

the con flic t  which the creation of a new human standard en ta iled .

I f  you allow  me to express i t  in  my terms, he made the new fa ith  the 

resu lt of a marriage between two ways o f existence which, before, 

had been b u ilt  up as eternal enemies, of the Greek w elter o f myth 

and the Jewish puritanism. This marriage made him appear a s inner 

to the one anti-m ythical people of the whole world.

Ever since, the new fe llow sh ip  w w /ava liab le  as an arsenal 

against the swine of the barracks. That is  to say, any army f ig h t 

ing for a cause, whether national or revo lutionary, could chastize  

it s  members under the condition that i t  a lso  chastized its  myth and 

admitted it  to be a temporal and second-rate business. Professor
i t

Mecklin could ta lk  to you of the^myth because he him self was a

I  8 4
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person. And he spoke from a haven which lie s  beyond the fJLtic&au ®
„ • C L * ^ A  I k j L  ( CC« , Irp  HnA  ' T V i H f L  •

He imparted to you the power which made you state your own myth in

human terms, and not as a fan a tic , in your le t t e r .

V£.

Yon mny- I f  you have followed this tortuous path patien tly , you 

righ tly  exclaim: It  was so easy fo r  you to shed your skin ; your

myth was on the wane ever a fte r  1905; even Henry Adams could see 

that the acceleration  by your myth led to a breakdown. But our myth 

is young. I t ’ s waxing d a ily . I t  would be felony not to promote I t ,  

in so conservative a country as t h is .

This would Impress me, i f  the a tro c it ie s  of every myth were 

not espec ia lly  cruel and flagran t in its  f i r s t  hours. Cromwell,

Karat, H it le r , d is illu s io n ed  th e ir  fo llow ers quickly. This enabled 

you to speak o f the "sins of the Russian Revolution^" in your le t t e r . 

"Revolution I can make with swines o n ly ," H it le r  reportedly  sa id .

This repelled  you su ffic ie n t ly  so that you and I meet on a plane 

beyond our myths. For, when you spoke of the "G od -is -the -peop le" -  

myth being pu rified  in the b a tt le  of S talingrad , you adopted the 

Christian nomenclature. And so we need not be argumentative about 

the d iv in ity  of Jesus C h rist. I t  is  a dogma fo r  those only who s t i l l  

put the ir myth on the same le v e l with him. The dogma would cease to 

be a moot question i f  there would ex ist no people who ve iled  them- 

selves in th e ir  myth. For, to those who have buried the ir myth, he 

becomes the f i r s t  bom  brother. Then, the dogma has done its  work; 

you may forget about i t , as long as no earthly second nature is apt 

to seduce you, again .



But a l l  knees s h a l l  bow be fo re  him who made us l i v e  up to  

our true and d iv in e  nature. The temporal slogans possess us long

before  we understand the workings o f  the source from which they a l l
\

emanate. That which impresses us f i r s t ,  is the second nature ,
t* it

"the myth.that which is f i r s t  r a t e , the l i f e  beyond the v e i l , " we

d iscover  s e c o n d a r i ly .

The c ru c ia l  order i s ,  ch i ld
contemporary 
man o f  s u f fe r in g
founder. >

The vulgar sequence i s , in d iv id u a l
m yth ica l contemporary
conqueror
f a n a t i c .

His l i f e  is  so pa lpab le  that i t  i s  enough to  remember i t  when we 

are in danger o f  m issing our road to  fu l f i lm e n t .  S4nee he cr eated  

my-ne-fcttre" whenr-T-^s^ald—have miaa-ed-ht y  I  pers-ona~l i y ~~krro'W th5h'~Tib“ V]

V]

And yet, the sign posts/of your era are undoubtedly d i f f i 

cult to decipher. The labels/Jew, Greek, Christian, have ceasp</ to 

suffice. The everyday American, i f  he thinks at a l l ,  thinjes that 

there are only Jews and/Gentiles. I know of very few people who 

actually know that we live in a world of mythologies, anti-mytholo- 

gists, and of a ttfiird people who redeem the my#fiby putting llifij 

where '4$ ' belongs in the plan of creation.

The yfcripartition of mankind, ftfr 1900 years, was into these 

three cresas; the backstage secret/<5f this world revolution as pro

duced by the two world wars is Jhat. we a ll  may be at times in, and 

at times out of the myth, apd at times, we have to fu l f i l  i t . We,
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You are in danger o f  missing your road to fu l f i lm e n t .

The greates t danger w i l l  cdme in the hour when you return home. The 
Physical danger may be grea tes t  on the b a t t l e f i e l d .  But in oemmt-±rr&

nome from overseas, the so ld ie rs  o f  th is  war w i l l  be in the g rea tes t

r iggers ' o f  th e ir  l i v e s . C erta in ly ,  i t  i s  an e v i l  to l i e  shot dead on th~

fround. 11 l i v e  on aeaci fo r  the res t  o f  your 1 " e , is a less gruesome

sight but a more hocriu event.

>7hy should this dapger be particularly pressing? A simile wfadofa-

may explain. .

As we commute from our suburbs to our offices in the city, we soon re

s iz e  that neither our suburban companions nor our downtown collaborators 

share our whole li fe . And so* we actually retit^fe into our best self on 

the highway between office and home. Oh the highway*, the soul may mutter 

and all her fears, hopes, desires , are right there. I f  you wish to meet 

the re^1 man, use television and catch him when he commutes on the 

road. So much for peacetimes.

The even greater trulh is that the real man is found between1/
er the folks home no|r

war and peace; neiith^ your comrades in arms know you fu lly . For your 

background and your future are cioaxced under the ej£L<pncies of this 

moment. Bv-en -the- man who—i-s—killed -in action,—eosae-s—t-e—ijrfe ,

-e- f . And at home, the people do not share 

the uniformity of your army li fe .  Hence*, you metft both, family and 

comrades, with a fraction of yourself. And your rjfea}. self^becaus e it  

does not move in a fellowship of its own, disintegrates.

Everything w ill conspire to keep this your real se lf inarti— 

ouisfe • First of a il, the soldiers who go from war to peace, w ill be in 

a hurr^ -ars-arJrl---̂ ^
‘ "IF ■■ In Ifiw   

t-h-e-lr g-e-frurhi n-g ■'̂J
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a hurry as a ll commuters are. How few w ill take their returning le is 

urely ? And out of this minority, how few w ill thinic that leisure is n 

not enough ?

Secondly, everything back home is prepared for you magnificently 

in redistribution centers. The boys who return w ill be received by 

a paternal government and a motherly society. Every class of veterans 

from flie r  to mir^s^ter is going to be groomed and retrained. War is to 

be over as soon as possible: War yesterday, peace tomorrow.

As you must know, the ch orus of post-war planners is swelling.

L o o k  at the term , "post-war". To me it has somewhat the ring of "post

mortem". But I seem to be alone in this predicament. Lfet me state it
a s  —

Rs bestJ can, H -

A decent person lives this war as an "out -o f his- peace-" war. 

Your letter is evidence of th is: You did not chose to go to OGS because 

of your peacetime convictions * by the way, you cannot make this a prin

ciple, I think- ; your peacetime seif made you understand the British, 

and appreciate the significance of Stalingrad, etc. etc. Pence, the opp<- 

osite should hold true, too: The l i fe  which a soldier should try to 

live after his war is over, should^j»refc«l "out-of-this-war" l i fe  .

How can this be, however, i f  a il the soldiers are headed into

post-mortem, into postwar organisations, and i f  the whole pur

pose of these organisations as they are planned now, consists in "mass 

action and materialism" as you describe your former myth yourself?

s postwar society w ill start one day and the doors of war w illT<i
. ' nsoe closed with a Dang. Ik their irony, they so fa r , to print a book
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called ’’Creative Demobilisation" in which the homecoming soldiers and 

their experiences during the war are not even mentioned, let alone- 

made the mainspring of "creativity". The whole country is "improved" 

in this boon, on innumerable maps® And the soldiers are the "material

for it®

Hence,* it is imperative that you should delay your demobili** 

xation. Ot the war w ill be wasted on mankind , once more. Do not 

hurry. Your hurry cannot help landing you in one of the many 

grooves made f o r  you by others who could not profit from • 

your own real experience as up to date. At the end of the last d&yi’ 

November 8th, lylB, 1 had three j*®*foffered me, every one of them
*r\0 PC. i J.oPk«- I

incomparably better t̂hah what I hadAl>flfi>re the war. The real place
o u t

for me came six months later/jpf 0C wartime fellowship and out of 

war time neeas. T^ose six months of arduous waiting mad-C' me® But

I had to turn down three big somethings for actually nothing®fi*c«w«^
lVo>-lr p-r-Q-— i j - * * - * ~  r - a __,

Stop on the highway between war and peace. In the t it le 'o f  

Toistoj1s great epic "War and Peace", the "and" is usually overlooked 

Tfiis , however, was not a novel on war or on peace, or on both® It 

a oooik. on the hinge between war and peace. f"£o ok into the magazines 

which have the stories about war or peace made to order; in every

issue^; so many on peace time topics, so many on war. w&t you «.now 
that we live en masse®



Tfte more you may expect that a mere postwar s o c ie ty  w i l l  taice

hold o f  the masses, the more you w i l l  have to consider y o u rse l f  

in to responsib le  fo r  forming a group out o f  th is  war® Ift th is ^  

you have the s ig n i f ic a n t  d i f f e r en c e  between mass and group® You ar 

r equir -• to  -V  r -^s out o f  th is  war as against mere ueraobiii- 

zea , post ar mas es.

A macs l i v e s  from one • p---oe to the next, from doj mwury 

t - .srooru, from subway to fa c to ry  oo movie ,to the stadium pto 

the oarracKs etc® etc® IH every one o f  these places®, we conform .

The army is your reaay-made environment right now. I had a letter
somewhere in the Mediterranean

from a member of the Lehmann /Committee /\ where the reaay maae 

environment of this staff in the midst of warring nations is

They could just as well be in Washington, D. C. In the midst of 

a world in turmoil * they continue to live on the American pian.

is as startling as the description of the British behavior 

0n the Yangtse a century agg. There , the steamships usea to

override &nd drown mercilessly any Chinese boat/ which crossed
1 ’/he Chinese did not e x is t ,  Pumpeliy wrote o f  the B r i t i s h ,  
their paths/1 So much could the British live in their own separate

environment, in the midst of God's one world. The mass man in

^ourselves does this very thin»twenty times a aay. 1« every one

with the people or with the war.



of the environments through which we pass, we conform. Strongwixleu 

persons like yourself^ may pick out one or the other of these 

Particles and. reform them. But, human beings are not formeu

this way; they are broken up. T|iey become iu e  noses of wax, t^wisteu 

one way or the other according to the occasion*

A group permeates any space through?? which it passes, with

one sp irit . It is not conquered by its environment. It conquers its  

environment.

IW a group* time is taken out for the man as a whole,so

that he can think up to his real and latest experiences and has not
■ftrf'

to escape on the road o f " commut i ng , t hem.  I gather frota your 

letter that you s t iii  are crampea by dated pre-war iueas because the 

newer war-borne ones cannot come forth without fellowship.

The pre-war ideas w ill not help you nor any one 

sise as long as you do not penefiate to your last and freshest ex

periences of thought as well as action. These are so numberless that 

without a sabbat\icai year, you cannot swt- hope to harvest them. Be

fore you can allow yourself any decision, you must live it out with 

others, officers as well as men , who share your courage stop -  

ping when everybody else runs.

Mr. Everybody murders his most valuable experi-

ence> the one on which he should base his future decisipns • But 
there is a postwar society waiting for him, and he will conform.
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The communal myth of the 20th century will never he redeemed unless 
groups are formed through taking out time together and articulates*^ 
in this slowdown that which the accelerated masses forget from one

day to the other. He who overcomes the great tenptation of his time,

shallJ^ead it . The great tem&ation is hurry.

The men in a group are not morally better men than masses.
LJ
neaven knows that we are a ll ordinary people. Hut in a group* we 

live on a more appropriate wave length; and we have an infinite amount 

of time . We experl© nee time as indefinite , as lasting as long as 

is necessary, knjf event should never have the length of the preplan

ning mind, but its o w n  length which never is known beforehand. Most 

people never live through an experience which is allowed to have its 

own timespan. And tnus, most peace time experiences are too short.

Thep are liKe survey courses in college, spoiling your appetite for 

ever.

The first world war was xost because no bridge led from war 
to peace. In England, Hanbury-Sparrow could can the generation 

of Flanders "the landlocked lake". War was forgotten. This time ,

the danger comes from the opposite corner: post-war peace w ill be 
preplanned.

For the human being, such a peace w ill be eouaily bad.
From this Kind of planning, leadership d iffers. Planners improve

other people’ s living conditions. Leaders stay among the guineapigs act 
one of them ; they do not wish to improve others, but to sublimate 
common sufferings. Planning is mechanical; leadership is personal.



The groups o f  f e l l o w s  who ’-’ i l l  ove rc o m e t h e i r  most natural desire 

o f  r u s h i n g  home w i l l  be t h e  o n e s  who s h a l l  m a s t e r  t h e  ui«a,ss —y t k* ,

■“■ hey,  i n  t h e i r  g r o u p s ,  s h a l l  s p r i m c l e  th e  myth w i t h  t h e  a . t e r s  

o f  ..’ ' s i  e x p e r i e n c e .

...1 ! t h e  r a t i o n a l i s t c , th e  sound people- ,  will prove to you 

that t h i s  is wrong because i f  everybody wopld do i t , no order /

could be kept during the demobilisation. And you w ill be tempted 

once more by your preference for mass action. It is quite true that 

this choice is not for everybody. I f  this is a valid counterargument, 

in your eyes, rush home with the others. Leadership, however^con

sists in freedom from the very urge which the leader is ready to 

satisfy in his fellow men, A leader slows down when others are zashl 

«■r-e- rushed. Who redeemed the hustle and budTle of free enterprise,

g »nri biat.ip nf and how did they do it?

It was done by the creative artists who forewent the opportunity 

° f  making money quicic^ They starred behind, exploring dne individual
A

experience fu lly. For this privilege* they suffered voluntarily 

solitude, Usually, /he/jpras in the dark for a long time^*rimrg where 

others rushed on indifferently, he saw a (difference. Think of Mel

v i l le 's  power to see the difference when others simply abandoned 

whaling, He did not give in before this difference found expres

sion through him. The slowing down of the artist redeemed the 

acceleration of the Liberal era.



The leading group’ s distinct contribution consists in th is; while 
they share the exjfrience of the masses, they , in addition, take

time out to think up to these experiences.

For a reformer,, this is a hard doctrine; you liice to live up

to your ideais. You are a humanist, I am not. As a soldier, you 

should understand me. The best a man's mind can do^is to think up to 

the tremendous experience of living. He who does th is, with fresh 

eyes, qualifies as leaner.

not the individual but grouos alone are able to harvest the experien

ces this time.

The obvious reason for this is that the family, the neigh

borhood , the town, and everyone of the 4b states Bias the cancer,

Because of this cancer, a purely post-mortem society, mechanically 

Pxanneu, w in  result i f  you do not care enough for an "Out -o f-th is -

The very soecigic leadership of your generation is that

war- Society.

In ly l7 , the American soldiers would sing;

"We do not quite know whst this war is a il about; 
But you may be sure we shall soon find out• "

Bhat, in itse lf , was not bad; no soldier ever Knew much of the 

issue in any war.T^at you observe this fact again,, right nowjfc 

should not depress you. Share this common 

It is the beginning of wisdom.


