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I; Torn-to=-pieces-hood and Class WNar . R B
. Profeﬂsore.of.Engllsh'havé a rizht to frown on the
word "torn-to-pieces-hood". It 15 not inglish. The term
ie not found in the dictionary. But deapite these two hlea=
ishes, 1t was coined as an 1nd19hennable term by willlian
James fifty yenars nEOe
Although political sclentlsts never have éxplored

the term offered them by "The Prophe* of the Hation that s .o

‘to be", William James, in the term "torn-to-plicces-hood”,

haé,hlt the center of Americn's nolltical soul,

Of courge it 1s quite well known thnt Jomes' phile
osophy proclalmed,plurallsm. Few neor-le will get excited
by this mental concept of “"pluralism”. But bohind all valid
or greut philosopnies a perso ml experiancé may be found.'
Behind William James’ ratinnel discussion of tne pluralistic
universe was the cmotio .al experirnce of tne torn=-io=pieces=
hooda in nis own soul. H4ind And heart mu~t be recouciled

AN ’
before we can respect » man's nhitosu.hy. By speani s of

his own torn»to-pxenes-hoon, anAd by basing his pluralistac

rhilosorhy on his experience of reallty, Jamea wia ho.ucst.
efoug’ to egtarlish pence peureen 719 .soul aun nLg Glide
‘For this reazva, the exparlence is profouasd., dliliam

James is the finest represcntative or america's crucial

" character, This essay is writtea in rccogiition of #iitliam

Jomes' discovery. His theory of plurniinn lcaves uz cold,

but his experience of torn-to-nie:esihoodn 18 PIOWli€Llve
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For we wno live in the United Scntes daily expefience the
difficultvics of uniting, be 1t inside or outside ourselves.
Wﬁ pr;rience our dividedness and divisions. Yet our exper-
léﬁées of them are not well expressed by an abstrdctlon liks
pluralism, or by a static noun like dlvisloh; We exporience
them as processes aﬁd conflicts. Conflicts can hardiy be
articulated by nouns; “torn-to-pleces—hbonﬂ sugueats that
we aét And are acted upon at the same time.‘ And such a
verbal phrase, albeit féf fro. the genlﬁn of the kn-lish
language, must be colned hecause 1t 18 av the center of the
Amefican soul, “Torn-to-pleces-hood” renders this service.
It 1s so0 genuiuely American that its formation 1is oecldedly‘
uh-Enéllsh. No Engxlsh stock phrase would be able to signizty
the gpeuitlc.depth of the Americain 8¥perience.
- - Why does "tpen-to-pieces-hood" reacn sv deeply iuto
an Aﬁéricﬁﬁ Speakérs own mind? In the United States all fronte
lera have been taken by storu. <The ploncer scoured the new
regions swiftliy. Bes1dés the froatiers of geography, froatiers
of class, of religion, of race, have been.overrun. Eyery one
of us has gone beyond his limits far into some foreign
tepritor}., Tnislterrluory‘may be of space or of times for
"instance, boye are wizrards in their prrclous shrowdness}
.0ld men are boys and behave like boys. In tvnis way the
front&ersﬁyt the ages are oversrun. «en take care of cnildren
with 8 wmotherly t;nesse._women stahd up with a viraile agﬁreuu-
;lvenéqs. And tnué'the rroutiers ot the sexes are overrun, 1
knoi 6t'a bank preéldent who bul;; a hotel and iaves %o play

the cleik“in 1t with great seriousiess. A soclal welfare ’

worker may be cross examinea about her ow. warried Lire by

v o et
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the womun she 1 1nveét1gat1ng. Frontlers of cluss ure
" overrune, All men are egual ¥x® we declure iu a rlnal'sweep."
embracing all the inequalitien ol .wea. ror ulthough the
frontliers are overrun, they coitluue to exlst.‘ all froatlers
being overrun, all froatliers continuing,to exist--this vlend
produces the American torntopleceshood., we have thc lroatlers
within ourselves. #e have inlarged our estate bLy noldiag
part of-anyther souls territory. accordlaugly we purtake of
p opposite ways of 1life. vup soul, opea Lo all, i3 uol clasge )
less or scxlcss or agelass; 1t preferably is wulticlass, plurie

aged, biserual, wilde-travelled. #or thls reusoa, we all ure

es™’

torn to pilcces.by a perpetual uincert:zlaty between fewlalue
and masculise, rico and poor, clt; aad {aruw, sdpnlaclcuted
and low-brow reuctlioans. 4ia thic same sease uad the boviets
bepreszat class wuar and the\perpetual revolutlo., swerlica
represents for the world at lorge toratopaecesiood aund the
. perpetual victories over it. Torntépleceénood is america's
revealling contrlbution to dan's naturs. woehind both sarxisw
and James, the truth of ‘the life-iviag and life destroying
enmities, the great Christian Croas, btecoucs visltles.

to the Cross than any of the European nations. B
that which is collectificd as Pclfss wava'p Ly t.'ne uetcono.ulc

8Yth are nearer

terminology of the party liwe, uppears tu individuulistle

% America as tue torntopleceshood of the ladividuale «e should '
ndt rejaoct this zenulnely uan-suropend terme se need it for
establiibinc%peqce at'all. we need it for dén:rmlulug tlue

relatlon of thne United States to aussiue and to steer clearofgmm the
cliffs on which European nationalism perished.

Il, The United ntates and Hussia

Rugsla holds the very opposite position froaw auwer'icde
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The proletarlan revolution haa.simpllried all divisiouns by
denving thelr right to exist. Ain the United States froatiers
are not recogn1zeds they are swiftly‘travereed bpt they
remain. Russia halts 1n rront of them and dellberafély sete
out to destroy them.
| On class war, which in the United States 1is Sno of
a hundreé internal confllcts,APhe russians focus in trewendous
concentration, We try to bfihg all conflicts out of focus
8o that they esceam to remaln‘oa the sidelines. The nusslans
w;sh to focus atteétion on them and smash them with haumer
and sickle, We call the Husslan ideology Comsunisu. We way
call our‘ldeology tle pluralism of torntopleceshood.

Russian and American eyes foous differently. Comaunism
really 1s un-&merican. Let nobody believe that it is un-smere
ican because it i1s immoral. It simply does not fit the mores
of the‘pQAple. We hold an opposite view of the world from |
the Rdss;ans. Class wars to us are onc conflict amoag, a

thousand to be overlookcd and minimized. To the russians

¢lass war takes on glgantlc proportioas aand has to be maximized

by mental effort.
These two ways of focussing, the Russian and the

Americ@n, are in themselves profdundly complemq&tary. lnl
the mental realm, they keep alive the two genders of grammar
as express-d*by son and daughtér. Russia 1ls the rebel sason

of Eurove, the revoit of his mother ocivilization. America
ias tha heiress daughter of the Uld World, Kuesia‘destrbys,
America'oomprehehds Europe.f'ﬂoth are the helrs of Ehe'nuro
opean conflicts, and each reamolves them in a pecullar manner.

By communiem, the Russian oversimplify. By torntoplcceshood,

g
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" the Amerlcans overcomplicate. Iin tussian eyes, the frontlers
must be annihllated. In American eyes they must be patiently
irnored. The impatient son ang'the patient dauphter look at

thelf mother contineat which haa destroyed itself.

’ SN
The end of the second world war leaves these tLwo aspects

of human conflict: the United States and fussia are the
victors. Obviously both are right. Both have something
valld as aon and daughter, as smasher and as preserver of
the ruined Europe's gifts, as Orestes und lphigenia who
had to cleanse the so%l from the rivers of blood shed by
ClytemnentezeEurone. We have labelle.! this asketch "The
United States and Comwmunism". e now have reuched the poinﬁ
at whicﬁ the lopsidedness of tila title becomes clear. We
should grant the'Soviete resiorocity. Lhen the reciprocal
headline would have go reads the tuasian Soviets and torn=
topileceshood. Hus=ian and the United States play indeed a
‘represontative role in this profound coisis of wankind, One
focusses on the abolition of conflicts, the other on being
iaclusive of conflicts, Both, in &solatlion, wbuld perish,.

Torntopieceshood may be our genuine startinz pofnte Comuunism

- may be a genuine soal. btut both lack some lmportunt elecaments |

For the torntopleceshood may‘hog down in mere pluraliswm.
' And if we should give in to mere pluralism,disintegration
woul® set“in. A philosophy of conflict must not rob us of
our hope- of overc§m1ng this or that coanfllict at one tlume or
another. Torntopleceshood without an Qltimate hope leuds
to despair, 4n eternal hope, and partial success 1? settling

qoﬁfliota in reallty, are the l.disperisable corollarics of

torntooieceshood, This hope :ay take the place of deflaite

o0’
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goals. Hut the future Tust be renresentesd 2t le?abtﬂy hope
or we géﬁ'qguek in the conflilcts of the past. With the
Russians, the smashing of the conflict itself =zay be tre one
détinite ané neaive goal. nu? the, nre thrﬂubeneﬂ.witn the
opposite kin® of despalr from the United =tntes. The eternal
~hope of the Amr~rican péoplec is undefined snd it takea suny
~ shepes, The goal of the rusaierna is overtefined and ultrae
uniform. They sre imcerilled =y brutsalitre HKuleka, prieasts,
| intellectuels, nationslitics, arc o0l13i1417tcd by nets of Viow
lence. All nre=revolutionary is71vitunl starting points are
4ishonored ~nd overridden for t:c¢ 3ake or thc one definite
zoal. The charity whict reanects n given conflict oand shows
forbearnnce to the Alveraity of our =tarti pdinba st
be lmpurted to Russia by the Unlted States. The clarity
whgéh forsees ultlmétevgoals aust be imnarted to thre Unieed
States by funala, \
| Botr charlty an? clarity are ladispensablle. ¥or both
protect the Hynamlc character of 1life rromvstnﬁnutibn or
nikilism. AnA hot" mcceopt socicty o the unlity beyo o
conflicts. In their internctlon, trey Aetermiae thne pace
at which tre chortn of thie wnr (ay be -~acifird,
Torntopl-ceshoo?® mitic-ted by boundlees charity,
dommun;sm mitlghteﬁ by boundlcas churity, are aot irrecouczl-
able, “in €bntrnat, honolenn ﬁorntoniacsﬁtooﬁ zad brutal
comruniar are irrcooncileble. vy tﬂrné two =visteaces; theo,
the faltr orlunfnlth of the livia~ AHisrilewn? and aus3iang >of

this gencration will be judzed,
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