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Autobiographic

..............

belonged to us, this important political gquandary at one time, it
must be confessed. The miller got very angry with us children for
stopping the water and his men tore down the dam with vigor in a
few minutes. And we were sobered from our lordish feelings. But
this had not yet, happened on July 6, 1898. This morning, when I
had dressed, I was led up by.two of my sisters over a winding
footpath to the open garden house at the extreme southern hilltop
at our place. My parents and the other four sisters were gathered
and the ten candles on the cake, with the eleventh, the'Lebens—
licht*, in the center, burned. A crown of flowers was placed on
my head! It was my tenth birthday. I was amazed. On that day, my
memory of my life as a continuous story was born. The solemn
ceremony of conducting me the whole way right from my room out of
the house through the garden made an indelible impression. Such
gpacious evolution of feeling 1is denied a city child which sees
anonymous hundreds of thousand people share all place with
himself. A Kingdom, I felt, had fallen to my share. This whole
world was ours and they in this inconceivable act of love sent
for me and gave me by this reception the whole place. A child
needs not see deeds or titles to know that such right really is
bestowed. I emerged filled with an unspeakable sense of
gratitude. A light was kindled in my heart, which has never been
extinguished. In / a family of seven healthy children, we were
all a noisy happy crowd together. The tenth birthday in the glow
of summer, singled me out. A coronation may give the king
somewhat the same feeling. But it cannot be quite as grand as he
succeeds only his father and grandfather. I was crowned without
precedent, I felt. I should think, that the cosmos had opened and
made a place for me although I certainly did not know of cosmic
order than. ‘

In the afternoon we went for Schokolade und Kuchen to the
Hohe Sonne from which one, through a clearing of the dense
forests, sees the Wartburg as in a picture frame, all by itself.
We hiked through the gorge called the- Drachenschlucht. In the
opposite direction from our house, at the - end of the summer, we
climbed the Horselberg, the weird mountain of Tannhduser's
removal with Venus; The birthday and this c¢limb together ravished
me into the romantic world. The coming winter, I would lie down
on the hard couch which was my bed in the tiny room which was to
be mine for the next seven years and cry myself to sleep over my
nostalgia for Thuringia's green woodlands. These forests became..
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