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pillosophy admitted before ilictzsche, although Christianity revealed
_them long ago. loday, they are knowdble: |

1. Vie have oxpoerienced some degree of dying, before we can think.

2. We have experlienced ths power of soms names spokenvtohus¢ ;
and over us before we can spsal, . |

d. we have played and conversed with other hunan beings, befare

we ‘can know serious laws of science or socisty.

A

Dring, beins called, playing, procede necsusarily all our
conceptiona. the premisss of thowsht, therefore, cannot be
treated as objects of thinking, Conceptions we muy have of objects.

BuL Lhe processea wiicn euuble us to laiinv or to concelve objecta
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at all, are themaselves not qubject to* definition or’ concoption.

The wholo sccular and scientific tainking of thoe last three
.thousand years in the Lest has been eitier ilaalist c or naterial;stic.
This pre=crucial thinking <did not racognlze that Lhaso three "
processes were experiences and not concepis.  The resu;t vas, that
death, the nario=calling ;ower, and tha playing "Thou," all- three
had either no plnce ut all in the systems of science and philosophy,“
or taubt &t bost, deats, God and the soul were after-thoughts whieh - J
would be trested cs appendices to the system of bloloegy or loglq,or‘
metzphysices. Relliglons had to keep thuse throee processes alive as

sacrificos, :ravoers sad lilturgies. To "toninking" wes incapable of

. . ” N . - o
grasgin: them. Crucial toinsing -oos srasp theu, finally. I?ne:;

fundamumental distinction beatween a process whlch dogmatically

prededas mental activity, and a conoent,,is complete. e

A process must be kept @oing, must pesrpetually conbinue wﬂila

1 think, & concept way be [ace.l or dismissed at will w@engyer,ﬂe
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decide to think of it or to put it aside.

"Crueisl thinking recognizes that whils we sre thinking or spedi-
> & 18 Y

ing or buildin; sciences, we rouain in the fear of dying, we remain
under thes spell of having been called by nane and we rctain the
faculty to alternate botween play and seriousness. .

Three exlstential procssses permeate the purson who really

“thinks, "spedka, doss research. If these three processes are denied

by him as non-relavant or as irrational or as non-exl :bent, the

mentsl nrocesssa cense to bo caprable of truthfulness and fruitfulness.|
C . ) .
The concepts produced by people who deny the fueasy of death, the

pouer of hwvln' bean pullod b; nave and of playing, are saither
e ':Mv‘!”‘." 3 . “3“* ,‘1"“:7'::' A ] U RS AT
sterile or diuboli=alﬂ . o

The throe nodern helrs of the turee religlons, of paganism,

‘Judailgn, and of ecclesiasticual Christianity, 1d est, the posaible;ei

existsntialistic methods of the future, all three will be crucial

Thase two experleunecos are universal. They compel us to distangu hv‘ 

because they willl stress the perpetual continuat on of these threqw
experiences; dving, bLeing called, playing,.&uring all mwniﬁl, soclal
and scientific activity..

How we sre propsved to foce the gquest.ocns about death and:Godq‘
Ho'iusr lenta ror God are thlngs. They po on walle 1 am typing this.
They are. ormipresent: ﬂ

benthy God, Rovelution,
are not concepty wnlen ve can define, There 1s no concept of Gode

He wno trios to define God denies lHim.

- Death'is the cause which makes us think, ™

God is He who makes us speak and who galls us: by Rnane.

betwsen "world or nature," and God. Hature 15 thut which fin&slv



dies. ¢od is he who calls into life. liow:ver, those two exjeriences’

that we are partly deoad or dving, and partly dod or sjpeaking, are

supplemsnted in our era by a third experisnce:

we do not only know

since two thousand years that we die and that God lives, but we know

of a third fact: that we kill. eatlh has becoqw visiblne as not

only sometiing awaiting us, but also as sometiing done by us to

to k11l or to c¢all into l1fe ourselvos.

~ourselves. In the Cross, we expfrienco that we ilave the divine power

On this tihlrd experience de;ends the new thinking which

starts with the trinity of dod, Man, ¥orld as three irreduclble

“or "God and Hature," or ."Man and Nabure

realities: God, iuture, man Aare. not; veduclble t;o alther “(}od andman

ban 1a theoosh thlnking capablo of responding to his wortality.

he 1s throush speaking capable of callln; udod. Throug: the tidwvd -

experience that we eigher ltill or vivily each other, he 1s forming

"out of all the spparate indlviduals, 0ie (Great Makroanthropog, '~

throuzh all ages and spaces,.

i

The Greeks distinguisched rilkrokosmos and makrokoswmos since thaj

did 1ot yet know how to distinguish the three, God, wan, lorld.

their koawus was «divine, man .as koswmic, tne
Thersfore vwe today may have to coin the
mikroanthropoes, moaalin: the individual hueen

meanlng the one wan wacw God creates through

wods huaan and cosnmics
new distinction betweun-
beiuz, and manroanthropo 8,

all the tlimes and.spaces -

of history, and w.om we cocreata, ag his partners.

" This 1s nncessary because the theologiuns have’ daalt% wihh"GO

as with "somethl.g concelvable.” But God is

knows him who hns not spoken in the full sseuse of thia word "speak.uf

‘

he who upeuketn. ,Nobodyl,
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Hinto)balnw. All 1raconceptions abouL mim were, sxadawhan he diad

'has no consequences. It 13 non-commital, 'is 1nformal,fay¢§§vbﬁf
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Leither in tal.in: nor in € .inking nor H@sebating nor <iscussing do

we speak as God apoalsd with creatlve pow'r, with authority, with

com:ltmont, and 1l self-forgetfulness, re;gurdless ol the consequsnces.

Hoviever, tnis alvue ia primary spsech, le do not knov vod frou nature

v

or from facts but only aftor we have sioken.

Two quaiitlos distingulsh speech fr o thought and talk.

1. By speakling, we oursslves become the ones wiio have saild

“1%, ‘And since we now are ‘quohed ng those who have suaid thls, we -

recelve the nane of our own spooch. e shed our first sitln by speak-
ing, the akin of th: product of our environment, Jesus is the per~

fect men because he only survives as tihe one who spoke hlmself

This is his resurrection,  " B S = o oty

2. The second guality of spcech ag azalnsi thousht and talk
is that 1t deals nelther with words nor wlth-concepts but with ‘the .

third element of language w ich ldealism and sclence has ignored;

which, however, is in truth not the thiilprd dbut the’firstflayer'of‘al

speech: spoech nauwes; thought only defincs concepts; talk uses words,

Concepts are uaad for thiﬁgs, 1d sst for tihe parts of the word. .
tords ace used betwoern peo le in play and éntevtainmmnt. but ngmegSF
alvays deify or :evilize.

I concelive of throe c¢ells, and by defining them to you, [ make
vou ﬁndnrstuud them.  But the cells thoersclves do not listen in to

my definition, ‘Uhey do not unierstand our concepts. i talk togyougﬁg

about the wouther. That 1a, 1 au usins weris but tils small talk

word in suen a conversation is rsplacesbla by a synonym.

"But in neming you, 1 do not calk to you about sumetning, nor‘_

do I aneak to you of somothiny which is abssnt. No, 1 compel you to
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vaorld W ich gives them wqrng, abatrmct, claqslfioatory nwiea

LT - U

FS . :6

be present. And instead of belng: an unhaj; y edge of a razor blads

between your birth and your death you, under the impact of somebody .

.calling you by name, zain time. To galn time, is tihe frult of
being named by love. To lose time is the result of being naﬁed‘by
hate. Named spcech widens and broadens the flecting second to” -
eternal everlasting prasence. Lanesa criate men into thoe eternal

presence of God. The power which has &t every hour of history

__.glven the right nume to those who have listened is not only.omni-

present. Ken themselves would not xnow what the present is unless
they participated In this (over's ommipressnce by receiving a nuame

of thelr own and accepting it as their real nam-, that is as the '

narne they should realize nguluqt all }recnnceptions oi thn cuter

but not the one and only unique name ol their blograph .

The grout loen oi all bie scleneces frow ralngon can be seecn in tha

fact that they all must use the ter'"the present. ln nature, no

present} Imxmxxmuxx Thero is no/ preseut as ths uatural delentlist pue

Imamines 16, as the result of the past and the condition ol the

future. The present always is a divine act founding this prosent state
of affalrs betwoen past and future, b tucen beginning and end, o

betsicon lif'e ol deoth ug being imiotal because it has recelved ;-

‘

its own name. . hat the mother as you told us, does to the embryo:

moking him lrmortal, this Jod does to the moment by christening it

by nane.  "Rennissance," molern times, our era, present day mediecine,

2wl

blographicnl medicinn, all have time, beoecause they have received a

nema and now tiey share in Gol's omnilresence.
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