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2!he D istribu tion  o f Cosmic 
and o f

H is to r ic a l Facts in Ancient Egypt 
Qidu fa. fin'oien, f

In your treatment o f the Dramatic Texts in  Edfu, 
yon have restored  the b e a t t i fu l verses in which "Les R iverain#s" 

see Horus r is e  l ik e  Sothis 0 1  New Y ea r 's  Day and l ik e  the Moon 

in a mild n ight.
I  was reminded o f the story  to ld  by Maspero. When Emil 

Bragseh, on a government boat, carried  the royal mammies from 

Thebes o f f  to Cairo, “Les R ivera in s", man and women a lik e , stood 

on the banks o f the N ile , lamenting, cursing, threatening. In 

both scenes, Les R iveraines watch a spectacle  beyond th e ir  reach. 
In both scenes, the cosmic and the h is to r ic a l d irec tion s  o f Egypt 

stand out in wonderful contrast. Let me begin then by under- 
s -oring th is  c6n trast.

For the R iveraines, the N ile  d iv ides th e ir  lands, th e ir  
Movements, th e ir  d a ily  l iv e s  into an Eastern and a Western part.
The deserts press so c lo se ly  on the ribbon o f cu lt iv a tio n  from 
both sides that the N ile , which halvens th is  ribbon , does not act 

as a b a r r ie r . Always the boats fe r r ie d  the people h ither and 
th ither. As the sun goes from East to West, as the moon and the 

sta rs , so do the ptohistcbrical s e t t le r s  in the N ile  v a lle y  fin d  

themselves in a perpetual movement across the r iv e r .  But th e ir  

movement* always proceed in bo th "d irection s, from West to East as 

much as from East to West. H encS^ittribution  4ot a West-East 

movement o f the sun during the night i s  a natura l p ro jec tion  o f « 1  

any "R iv e ra in 's "  experience with h is r iv e r .  The same rocking  

movement o f the craddle^ goes on in Cairo and Asswan, in Attydos 

and Thebes. I t  i s  ubiqu itous and i t  does not d^end on any h isto ry  

o f c e n t r a l governm ent^r^io liti :-al o r r e lig io n s  in s t itu t io n s . I t  
does not depend on the existence o f a common fa ith  o r language or  
sc r ip t . The East-rWest and West-East crossing i s  the immediate 
dosmic experience o f h is to r ic  man who fin d s  him self placed  
in the space o f the N ile  v a lle y , ffe Crru^j o f



This experience i s  then "p re -h is to r ic "  not only in 

the sense o f p reh is to ric a l excavations. I t  i »^ p re -h is to r ic  
fo r  any ch ild  o f man who enters l i f e  in Egypt tomorrow as 

w ell as yesterday. Since the term p re -h is to r i  i s  laden with  

s c ie n t i f ic  onnotations, and since a -h is t o r i *  is  perhaps obscur 

I sh a ll simply c a ll  th is  experiense "d irec t  exp erience ." By 

d irect experience I  mean: a man can have i t  without anybody 

having to in te rp re t i t  to him beforehand, without his having to 

develop a theorjr^ about i t ,  without Us having to express i t s  

meaning to others. M il]ion s  o f people l iv e  by th is  experience  

of the r iv e r , never leav ing th e ir  neighborhood yet p e rfe c t ly  

accustomed to crossing the N ile . Innumerable peasants have 

never been twenty m iles to the North or South. But theyd<8 ross  

the River without much ado. The R iverains then, 2800 B.C. and 

1880 A.D. are rocked between East and West, Sunrise and Sunset. 
7"but they watch a very d if fe re n t  spectacle vffieh goes on on

thejrr r iv e r . I t  does not go on every d ay^tc^^y
02tloM.ce cm it •

-T Neither the government from Cairo nor the Union o f the
two Lands from Memphis can be experienced d ire c t ly  by the 
Riverains. The names fo r  Memphis, fo r  Cairo, fo r  government, 
fo r  Union, aye fo r  Land, must f i r s t  be heard and understood 

b e 'o re  anybody^in Egypt van in te rp re t  the meaning o f these navi 
gating ships. Here, then, we have no d irec t , a -h is to r ic , pre
lim inary experience. Horus and Brugsch Pasha onvey an experi
ence oaly  when th e ir  position  in the o rgan isation  o f Egypt is  

e x p lic it ly  stated and to ld  to every new generation o f "R iverain  

It  has to be made e x p lic it  while the East-West bridge is  

im p lic it . The South-North navigation  and the North-South 
navigation  take men beyond, the expanse o f th e ir^  f iv e  senses, 
fa r  beyond the next bend o f the river.T hey  take men into the 
frame o f a .-pace "h i *h is  abstrace , o f movements which threaten  

change, o f h istory  which happens ne ither everyday nor to every- 
body. A ll the experiences o f the N ile  as ? Challenge between 
North n. South are spectacle to the R iverains and there fo re  
something in d ire c t . I t  must be mediated to them by fa ith  in
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others, "by names and holydays, sign</s and r i t e s .  Horus, Sothis, the 
central government and the very con ept o f Egypt are in d irec t and 

purely h is to r ic a l experiences. Here the word must precede the act 
while in d irec t  ancl cosmic experience the acii may seem to preceed 

the word. Hence any so la r  cu lt in Egypt cannot help being predomina 
ly  supported by everybody's ind iv idu a l and d irec t experience, since  

sun and day are experienced d ire c t ly  and in d iv id u a lly . Any S o u th -^  

North and North-South movement on the other hand, w ill have to be 
supported by c o lle c t iv e  and mediated experience.

To th is  day, then, the name Egypt as a h is to r ic a l name de
pends on the South-North experiences. These experiences need not 

happen. The union can be destroyed. Nubia o r the Delta can be cut 

o f f .  Then, the ve^y name o f Egypt is  in danger.
The problems o f Egypt there fo re  are always tw ofold : 1) to 

create a c o lle c t iv e  e x p lic it  experience from Asswan to the Delta, 
and 2 ) to recon cile  th is  c o lle c t iv e  an dh isto rica l experience which 
combines South and North with the in d iv id u a l sensual experiences  

whibh connect East and West. For th is  reason, Horus, not Ra, Sothis 

the s ta r  o f the year, not the s ta r  o f the day had to be in jected  
into the N ile  v a lle y  to l i f t  i t  above accident. On the other hand, . 
Horus and Sothis alone could never do fo r  the common man. Horus and 
Sothis had to be reconciled  time and again to the lo rd  o f d a ily  l i f e ,  
to Ra, in the Horizon.

Horus and Horizon are two responses to the h is to r ic a l  
challenge o f creating an Egypt at a l l .  Horus and Horizon, there
fo re , were not ideas or gods in Egypt, but the two perpetual steps  

which had to be enacted to l i f t  the ch ildren o f the sun and the 
River into h isto ry .

The Horizon recon ciles  the d a ily  experien es o f the R iverains  

and the h is to r ic a l movements o f a cen tra l government. Horus re 
presents these h is to r ic a l movements which have to be superimposed 

on the 11 so la r"  horizon o f the R iverains le s t  they remain outside  
h istory . The Horizon is  the atonement between the in d iv idu a l t a c it  
experiences o f the anonymous m illion s  and the c o lle c t iv e  e x p lic it  
enactments o f the noble Followers o f Horus.



Henee we should expect to fin d  the term horizon to he more than 
a cosmic or a p o l i t ic a l  term. We should find! i t  to be a "peace- u  

term" between nature and soc iety . And so we fin d  i t  indeed. In  

three stages, th is  preoccupation with the Horizon is  shown in  

our sources. But two pre jud ices have obscured th is . " S o la r is ts "  

declared that "Horizon" was a purely  so la r  term. Anthropologists  

t r ied  to exp lain  the Pyramids and the H ieroglyphs of Egypt by 

N ilo t ic  tr ib a lism s . In the f i r s t  case ,"H o riton l was a mere 

appurtenance o f sun worship. In the second case, the ea rly  signs  

fo r  the Followers o f Horus ■ nd fo r  the Horizon became t r ib a l  embfe 

blems and the symbols o f p re-dynastie  r e lig io n s .
Down to the days o f Echnaton and Moses, Egypt's growth 

was in the advance p f c iv i l is a t io n , and i t s  conscience was c lea r .  
A fter Echnaton's reform fa i le d  and Moses had l e f t  Egypt, Egypt 

was v is ite d  by one re sto ra tion  a f t e r  another. I t s  good conscience 

as the standard bearer o f truth and discovery was gone.
The phenomenon o f which I have to speak, the "H orizon", 

plays a. d ec is ive  ro le  in the whole period between Menes and 

Moses. I t  lo ses i t s  stin g  a f t e r  Echnaton's end. This i s  not with
out s ign ific an ce . A fte r  Echnaton end Moses, Egypt had to go 
reactionary  and >onterrevo lu tion ist, with the re ign  o f Horemhab. 
For^ the f i r s t  time, younger ways o f l i f e  had to be re jected . 
D eliberate  e f fo r t s  were made to exclude and to Crush novelty.
From 1320 B.C. to 395 A.D. Egypt could not advance but was on 

the defensive . I t  *ould only p reserve4 i t  could not create.
I f  then the Horizon w- s a v i t a l  issue between the days 

o f Menes and Moses i t  was v i t a l  to the whole period in  which 

Egypt grew and i t s  fa ith  unfolded. The Horizon stands in the 

center o f a l l  form ative processes in Egypt. The decision  to c a ll  
th is  dominating concept "ach et", "Horizon", i s  made by any 

scholar who deals with Egyptian sources. I t  i s  not necessary  

that he knows the s ign ific an ce  o f Ashet. Simply by the way he 
speaks o f Pyramids or nomes o r temples or the sun he im p lic it ly  
passes judgment on the question: was Achet a so la r  *onoept or  
was the Horizon a fu rth e r  concept beyond the sun, in i t s  own 
r igh t.

I sh a ll now o f fe r  my own answer to th is  question in  an afe-



tempt Egyptology conscious o f i t s  omnipresence in the f i e ld .  But
r

le t  me repeat that I =m an outsider o f your scien :e. I have 

therefore not as great an in te re st  in my answer as in the in t ro -  
du 'tion  o f my question into the f ie ld .  Although I have to speak 

fo r  r, moment armed with ; s much of the scholarship of Egyptology 

as I can muster, I sh a ll g lad ly  lay  down my arms as soon as 

"Horizon" is  recognised by a l l  Egyptologists -as a central problem. 
And what is  a central problem? I t  is  central i f  i t  can move the 

sp e c ia lis ts  out o f th e ir  appointed grooves and reorgan ise research  

on new and promising lin e s . Hence i t  is  not as a lo g ic a l center 

o f any system, but as a dynamic -en tripeta l fo rce  in the search  

of the truth that the question o f the re la t io n  between Ra, and 

Achet appears to me as an urgent problem. I myself the : sh a ll be 
happy to be defeated in  my answers i f  the question penetrates from  

m y"outside"into the je a lo u s ly  garden community o f experts.
Three phases of our question can be d istingu ished : the 

aays of Menes and Narmer, the days o f Zoser, Snofru and Chufu$ 

the days of Echnaton and Moses. The concept o f the Horizon takes 

three w idely d i f fe r in g  forms in these three periods. The f i r s t  

form is  the standards around the ru le r  in the f i r s t  dynasty. The 
second form is  the Pyramids in the great days o f the Old Kingdom. 
The th ird  form is  the S is t r i  *t C ity b u i lt  by Echnaton around El 
Amarna.

This id en tity  has not played a part in  the sch o la rly  

treatment o f any o f these three forms. The three phenomena have 

been iso la te d  from each other. The standards around the ru le r  

have been explained as the emblems o f the nomes or by comparisions 

with the degenerate modern t r ib e s  o f A fr ic a .
Sin e the pyramids have to be explained out o f them

se lves, they were e ith e r ha iled  as the key to the w o rld 's  secrets, 
or —  by pragmatic cynics —  they were dism issed as the attempt 

of p rim itive  man to bu ild  a mountain. ( J .h iIso n )
Since Echnaton's work was iso la te d , h is  c ity  o f El Amarna 

and the s ty le  o f h is  art received the l i o n 's  share o f atten tion . 
His "Horizon" was, o f course, mentioned and examined but not 
much was made o f i t  as a fu rth e r  proof fo r  the compulsory fo rce

° f  the "Horizon" in  Egypt's h isto ry .
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A A fourth and even more revo lutionary  form of the same
question appears in the exodus o f Is ra e l from Egypt. I t  led  Modes 

outside Egypt. S t i l l ,  i t  had o rig in ated  in Egypt, looses i s  an Egyp
tian  in the same sense in which Marx is  a Hegelian. The Horizon 

is  the d riv ing  power behind the f i r s t  sentence o f Genesis. The 

question of the Horizon, then, connects Egypt and post- Egypt.
But i t  also  re la te s  Egypt to a l l  t r ib a l  l i f e .  With the help o f a 

"Horizon" Egypt erects i t s  structure . By i t s  mastery o f the horizon  

i t  staves o f f  the tr iba lism s o f i t s  neighbors and i t s  own"Riverain
What is  pre-Egyptian and what i s  post-Egyptian, then, is  

bound up with the Horizon. The pre-Egyptian groups did not have i t .  
Moses transcended i t .  Then what is  it?  Must one not be eager to 

know th is  one d if fe r e n t ia  sp ec if ic a  which makes Egypt into Egypt?
Eas th is  speci 'icurn ju s t  sun worship, s o la r  b e l ie fs  and 

rites?  Or was the Horizon some much more comprehensive^than the 

prostern ration o f  sup erstit iou s  savages before the s ta r  o f every 
day?

Heinrich Schafer has drawn attention  to a text which nea 

ly  sums up the problem. I t  says o f the sun: He traverses the 
breadth o f the length o f the sky! The length o the length o f the 

sky, in other words, i s  not fo r  the sun to traverse . The Man-God 
Pharao must do jfth is.

The Man-God with -whom we may conveniently deal f i r s t  is  

lehnaton. I f  anybody worshipped the sun, he did. And we do read in  

the books, that he was monotheistic in h is  cu lt o f the s o la r  d isk . 
He forwent his p r iv i le g e  o f becoming O s ir is  a ft e r  death and wanted 

to be buried on the eastei^nost lin e  o f the v a lle y . At the end o f 
his re ign  he even gave up the dynamic M tu a l o f Horus coming up 
from the South against Seth.

But he did not simply p ro strate  him self before the stin.
He b u i lt  a sanctuary 14 kilom eters square. This sanctuary he staked 

out by famous ste lee  on the edge o f the desert. To th is  sanctuary  
he gave the name Achet, Horizon. He took an oath not to budge out
side th is  Achet. His god, then, was with him in th is  Horizon. Ech- 
naton was the -uler o f Egypt who did not wish to move h is horizon  

perpetual!y^luring l i f e ,  lik e  Horus, or to re s t  a f t e r  death in side
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his horizon, lik e  O s ir is . Instead he decided to act lik e  a man 

already .lead and to remain^ in side  the horizon. He had determined 

fo r  Aton.
The breadth «n<3 the length o f th is  h is haven was the ex

tent of the N ile  v a lle y  from c l i f f  to c l i f f  o f the deserts . Echna- 
ton asserted on h is boundary s te la e  that the d istance from East to 

West, in h is Aohet, was the same in the North, in  the South, and 
in the middle. A modern remeasurement has proven h is point. His 

mistake was le ss  than 1 /1 0 0 0 . This fe a t  o f surveying was accomp
lished  in a most i r re g u la r  te rra in . I t  demonstrates w ell the 

steady increase of knowledge and techniques in the art o f contem
p la tion  achieved since the Great Pyramid was la id  out.

We do r igh t  to compare Echnaton's A >het and the Great 

Pyramid. For one was meant to rep lace the other: Achet was the 

name o f the pyramid o f Ohufu. Echnaton's d is t r ic t  took over the 

fun -tion o f a pyramid. Instead o f a bu ild in g  erected on a base 

768 f  et square, a d is t r ic t  was meted out 4000 cubits square.
Henee the next question comes to mind. Since the ea rly  pyramidal 
Horizons stand near the point o f union o f the two lands, where 
cid Echnaton place h is Horizon? He t e l l s  @s that he acted under 

god 's  command. A lso, Horus o f the two Horizons of Light, was h is  
god when he selected  the s it e .  Hence our prelim inary answer may 

w ell be: the choice o f the s it e  cannot have been an accident. I t  

is  p o ss ib le  that we cannot say more with any amount o f certa in ty .
However S ir . A.H. Gardiner has reminded us recently  o f 

Sethe 's statement that in the beginning the Nome o f Elephantine 

was perhaps not included in "Egypt" since i t s  name means Nubian 

land. Sethe thought that Egypt proper may have been computed from 
the temple o f Horus the Behedite in  Edfu, or thereabouts, instead  

of from the f i r s t  cataract . A second point to be considered i s  

that on the pyramidion o f Khenzer o f the XII Dynasty Horns the 
Behedite appears twice on each side , eight times in  a l l ,  as seeuri 
ring  the horizon.

Thisttwo points have made me think that perhaps the Hori
zon o f Echnaton was la id  out with regard to the northermost and 
the southei^most point
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the southermost point o f domination over which Homs the Behedite 

flew  and progressed and carried  the- sun-disk on h is wings. Actual 
from the Achet o f Aton to the c ity  o f Behedit on the Mediterranean 

the distance is  500 -  521 kilom eters and the distance from Echna
ton' s d i s t r i  t to Edfu i s  from 514.5 to 528.5 k ilom eters. Achetaton 
them l ie s  ha lf-w ay  between the two points which represent 

Homs the Behedite and h is d isk -c a rr in g  wings in  Egypt's  

topography. Thus was Echnaton's worship of the Homs o f the two 

Horizons o f the Disk transla ted  into r e a l ity .
Of course, i t  is  p o ss ib le  to trea t th is  equation o f 

distances as an accident. I f  as the habit i s ,  a scho lar sp ec ia liz e s  

in the New Kingdom, he w i l l  not think that I  have proven 

anythink and w i l l  go on to speak to h is  readers o f El Amarna 

instead o f Achetaton. El Amarna l i e s  somewhere in Egypt between 

Memphis and Thebes. Achetaton l i e s  halfway between Edfu and Bhdt.
The question is  in so lu b le  w ithin the frame o f reference

given by the period o f the New Kingdom. As a rank ou ts ider o f
Egyptology, I am try ing  to ask r, question which connects Egypt
with un iversa l h isto ry . I cannot be fought o f f  by New Kingdom
lo g ic , since I want to learn  the sp e c if ic  Egyptian q ua lity  which
I ,  per hypothesira, hope to find  in  the term Achet used by Echnaton.
I there fore assume fo r/  the time being that Echnaton placed' h is
horizon in the abstract center o f Egypt. He acted very d i f fe r e n t ly
from the founder o f Memphis. Menes united Delta and N ile  V a lley
at the point where these two d iffe re n t  landscapes meet. Echnaton
neglected the physical d iffe ren ces  o f the two rg ion s . He computed
the distances l ik e  the Frenchman o f the Revolution o f 1789, that
is  by the abstra  -t standard o f a geom etrical u n it , the i t r o ,  the

"length o f the N i l e . " But though Echnaton's v is io n  was abstract
and that o f Menes concrete, ne ith er paid homage to the sun or
to other d irec t  fo rces  o f the cosmos. Both Echnaton and Menes
envisaged the h is to r ic a l union o f Noon Egypt and Midnight Egypt,
o f South and North. The sun goes from East to West everywhere.
The sun 's "Horizon" then, could not revea l to Echnaton the choice
o f the god 's  Horizon. Only the respect fo r  the h is to r ic a l creation
o f Egypt from Behedit to the Behedite could lead  to the fe a t  
o f su rveym g



of surveying which e l ic ite d  unbounded admiration from the 

B rit ish  surveyors who tested /his computations.
One Horizon o f Echnaton i s ,  then, the most perfect  

atonement cosmic East : nd West and h is to r ic a l North end South 

ever achieved in Egypt. I t  was a s ta t ic  Horizon burying a 
immobilized Pharao, i t  i s  true , But ju s t  the same, i t  teaches 

us th&t the Horizon'^more e l - borate concept than has h itherto  bem  

recognized.
iEyr

This becomes c lea re r  s t i l l  alien we go backward in time 

and ask ourselves against ' hioh Horizon Echnaton reacted in  

cheating the god 's  Achet.
Ev'• r\ pyramid is  horizon. Horizon was the name of 

Snofru 's pyramid. P r ie s ts  o f the Horizon o f Chufu were in charge 

o f the Pyramid o f Cheops. I t  has o ften  been noted that the 

entrance o f the pyramids was to the north. Perhaps we should more 

correctly  say that i t s  ex it was to the north, as the term 
"entrance" was not in the mind o f the bu ild e rs  as much as the 

freedom of the b u ild e r  o f the pyramid t o , go true north. The 
pyramidions t e ]1 us th is  e loquently . Because o f th e "so la r"  
preconception, the in sc rip t ion s  on these capstones o f the pyramids 
have not drawn mu -h attention . Neither do the w ild  speculations  

on the m ysteries o f the pyramids mention these sober in sc rip t ion s  

nor do the s c ie n t i f ic  books on the pyramids ( Lauer, Edwards, 
G r in s e l l ) waste any time on them.

I find these pyramidia most in s tru c tiv e . The Horizon 
is  made to speak. Horus o f the Horizon says to the Pyramid 

bu ild e r : I ive  you the good horizon and the Horizon him self 
then becomes vocal and continues. The Pharao is  made fre e  to 
move in any d irec tion  from the point o f h is  pyramid: up as high as 

Orion who indeed at sunset o ften  stands near the zenith , north  

as fa r  as the circumpolar s ta rs , East and South and West where 
the sun tra v e ls .

Horus o f the Horizon ogens the procession o f the gods 
who co llabo ra te  in  th is  making o f the Horizon. Mr. Kuentz has 
tr ied  to show that Horus came from the eastern horizon. Now i t  

i s  true that Harakhtis does open the procession on the east
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side o f the fou r sides ofi the pyramidion. But we need a rev is ion  

of our notions as to what Achet in the name Herakhte means.
This is  e sp ec ia lly  suggested by the fa c t  that on severa l 
pyramidia Horus the Behedite i s  invoked no le ss  than eight times$ 

twice on each side o f the pyramidion Horus with two wings, i . e .
ij <1

Horus worshipped in the northermost Delta and in southermost 

Edfu sponsors the Horizon o f the Pyramid. I f  th is  has not 

impressed modern scholars, the answer may toe that they have 
underestimated the fe a t  o f Horus the Behedite and o f the two 

wings o f Horus. They f e l t  too strong ly  that the sun was respon
s ib le  fo r  the sky and that"the sky" was one and the same fo r  

sun, moon and sta rs .
But? such is  not the case. The sun has no power not? way 

ever to reach the North! Horus, on the contrary, throws h is  

lance against the Big Thigh in in the true North, and th is  Ra 

can never do. Horus connects the halves o f the sky that ne ither  

sun nor moon are ab le  to connect. He i s  the greatest god because 

he does in a h is to r ic a l act the epoch-making deed o f wich the 

cosmic fo rces  are incapable. His journey from Elephantine to  
the Delta i s  that spectacle fo r  the R ivera ins, the u n h is to rica l 
dw ellers on the N ile , which sta rted  us on our reassessment o f 
sun and horizon. That the two wings o f Horus mean the un ity  o f 
the sky even before the sun-disk i s  placed in s ide  o f them was 

shown by H .Schafer a long time ago. I t  took an Echnaton to p lace  

the cosmic East-West sun at the r igh t center o f Egypt, h a lf  way 
between South and North. This way was a s ta t ic  conception to 

be sure. Nevertheless i t  constitutes a h is to r ic a l creation , not 

a natural fa c t . In a l l  the forms o f the Horus mythe, Re and Toth 
are taken by Horus from the South to the North. They owe i t  to 
Horus that they move in the one d irec tion  which Re-Sun and Toth- 
Moon can never take by themselves. I t  i t  than not adv isab le  to 

reverse our assessment o f in fe r io r  and superior in the symbol o f 
the winged disk? The wings were used f i r s t .  The disk was put in^  
la t e r  jto be carried  by the fa lc o n 's  wings. The wings are not the 
wings o f Ra. The disk i s  not 'winged. The wings are d isk -laden  —  

they carry the disk iforth! They pyramidia say ju s t  th is  in  no
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less than three ways. F irst, the disked, wings are attributed  
emphatically to Horus, not to Re. Seconc^nder the sign "the two 
eyes o f  Korus", sun and moon r re- placed. And underneath the two 
eyes the disk of the daily  sun is  depicted exp lic it ly  with it s  
dot for"day" in i t ,  which the disked wings do not have.

At this point we may once more look at Echnatdn and his 
achet. The disked wings on the capstone of the pyramid and the wing
less disk of Aton teach us something by comparision. The wings of 
Horus, carring the disk over 700 miles, remain in use as long as 
gharao remains mobile. I f  a Pharao wants to drop the wings of 
Horus, he must becom' immobile. The strange decision of Echnaton 
to become static  and to bury himself in El Amarna seems no longer 
strange to me. I t  was the *ondition fo r  his eliminating Horus that 
wings no longer should be needed fo r  making the sun omnipresent 
"from Duci to Berseba". The omnipresence and identity of the gods 
of the sky needed perpetual enactment by processions, the Progress 
through the empire, the r i t u ;1 of Hathor an l Horus and Seth. I f  
however, Pharao and the sun conId be gathered in one spot of 
impeccable selection, into the right spot, then the disk as well 
as it s  high priest Echnaton could stand s t i l l .  Echnaton did not 
suppress the cult of Horus of the Two Horizons until he ha,d 
defin ite ly  taken up his eternal esidence in the center of the 
universe. I t  is  this feature, by the way, which was successfully  
emphasized a few -enturies la te r  by the emperor of China, the 
Son of the Sky* in Egypt the st? tic of a disk without wings, which 
meant the condemnation of Pharao to eternal confinement, v/as f e l t  
to be ■ p o l it ic a l  and re lig ious  disaster. Ana' so i t  could not help 
but be. But the disk without wings of the truthful Echnaton is  a 
great help in our reading correctly the meaning of Horus the 
Behedite, and of his "disk-laden"wings.

Beautifully , one text says: "Horus gives Re his daily  l i f e . "
A orreet Egyptian text could never say that Ra gave his daily  
l i f e  to Horus. The l i f e  of Ra is  a daily  event. But HorusAl i f e  
runs the course of a whole yea.r$ He rides out the inundation and 
the dessication. Th- Noon Horizon of Horus and the Midnight Horizon
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of Seth must be mad  ̂ once, not every dcy but once every Jfear'. They 
f re made one when Horus' spear quivers in Seth's thigh. The lance is  
truly magic. For she must be believed to be in Horus'hand and in 
Seth's thigh at the same moment.

When th-: sun's cult was developed in great detail in the 
Fifth Dynasty, this r itua l had to match and to outrun every detail  
o ^ io ru s ' r ite .  Therefore the sun had now to fight a daily  monster, 
Apophis, on M s  East-West course, as Horus had to fight the annual 
resistance of Seth. Accordingly Seth was placed in Re's boat that 
he might spear Apophis daily, as a pa ra l le l  to Horus' annual spear- 
throw against Seth. Only to ■ superfic ia l eye w il l  Seth's fight  
against Apophis compare in relevancy to the great l i t u r g y  of the 
Followers of Horus. Seth's fight against Apophis is  a. witless  
imitation of a p o l it i  -al r itua l of entral importance. The lance 
of Horus dynamically and concretely united th sp l it  and divided 
universe. It  made Horus into the one god whom only a man ^ould in
carnate since nothing else in the cosmos could go north. e have 
treated the Horizon f i r s t ,  as the atonement of cosmic East and 
West and h istorica l Sou th- North movement. An c only now have we 
reached Horus. But log ica l ly ,  in our introduction, we lis ted  the 
steps in the opposite order:

Step one was the direct experience of the Riverains:
East-West.

Step two was the co llec tive  progress on the N ile  by 
the Followers under the authority of Horus.

Step three was the atonement of East-West and South-North 
movements.

When we now turn to the days of orig in , the days before 
any pyramid could be bu i lt ,  before any good and beautiful horizon 
could reconcile the 1 fe of the Fellaheen and the acts of an 
Egyptian government, we shall expect to find the greatest stress  
placed on the rule of Horus. We shall see the "Horizon" not as an 

aeomplished fa  -t but as a rudimentary challenge.
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And so we find i t  indeed. The f i r s t  king has not yet bu ilt  
a pyramid, le t  alone surveyed 1100 kilometers. However he is  
represented with his hofcizon just the same. Pour standard bearers 
surround Narmer. Anubis for the West, the Shedshed fo r  the East, 
the two Horn s' fo r Horn s and Seth, for Noon and midnight sky. The 
Shedshed, the placenta, is  founder Negro Africa to this day, as a 
misunderstood potsherd of Egypt'sjgreat structure. How useful, that 
these modern placentas were discovered by the Seligmans. How 
preposterous to "explain" tin birth  of a star in Egypt out of the 
shedshed by it s  degradation in Central Africa. The Negros never 
built Egypt. But of nurse they cling to the rags of Pharao's 
elaborate ceremonial. The four standards around Pharao gave him 
the four directions of the sky. they are the future pyramids in 
statu nescendi. for the ris ing  as a star, hieroglyphs never f a i l  
to use the terms fo r  birth. I do not know w-ther the shedshed of 
Upwaut s ign if ie s  the placenta or the diapers of the newborn star  
to whom Upwaut opens the ce lestia l quarters. But Shedshed is  used 
int the Pyramid Texts as the term fo r  placing the King in the 
position of a newly born star. And this is  the factivum of shed.
It  means "to make a shed", to cane fo^ somebody as fo r  a baby.

That Anubis is  the goc of the West is  not doubted. Why the 
falcons mean Horus • nd Seth, just as the two eyes mean sun and 
coon, dr. Kuentz has no sterfu1ly explained in his monograph on 
Harmkhte. The four emblems - round Pharao make him"the skymaster": 
of the horizon.He who remains incredulous, may look at Zoser's  
tomb re l ie f .  In front of the Pharao a g igantica lly  high standard 
carries Upwau€s emblem. But of what is  this Upwaut composed? Of 
the"placenta" and Anubis! The two wings of Horus are spread out 
in Back of Zoser and "Behedite" is  written above the wings which 
do not carry a disk. Through the two symbols in front and in back 
of him, the dead Zoser is  as mu ‘h made a "skymaster" as the l iv in g  
Narmer is  fo r  the four emblems. The god of the Horizon is  sa t is f ied  
in both cases. For in both cases the -omplete unity of the four  
houses of the sky, as Idaspero calle4 them, is  established. This 
then may be called the right defin ition of Achet. But some scruples 

may make us hesitate to retain Easpero's term "Four Houses". And



1 4 .

we also "nay look fo r a better term than horizon. The establishment, 
by human action, of unity and harmony otherwise lacking in the 
divided skyes of day and ni ht and the perpetual re-establishment 
of this unity is  achieved in an"Achet".

Because Achet, then, is  not a fact but an act, the directions  
East, West, South, North should not be treated as mere fragments 
of space but as paths of movement to be trodden one after  the other.

To sharpen our own awareness, we began by simply opposing 
the lives of the Riverains ferrying on the N ile  in the East-West 
direction and the authoritative utterances of Horus and of the 
Followers of Horus fly ing  northward or sa iling  upstream. Now the 
fu ll  understanding of"Achet" requires from us one more step. Horus 
and his followers and the queens who saw Horus-Seth —  as the man 
j f  the "airo government of today —  were themselves ordinary people 
besides being supermen. That they were not only go is and sp ir its ,  
but at the same time poor mortals like  the"Riverains" to who7 they 
gave orders, became very plain whenever they died. Death made them 
into common people again. When Pharao died, he had to pay his tribute  
to the East-West direction of everyday l i f e ,  of every-night l i f e ,  
of sun and moon, before he could take his place facing north. Dr.
Mr. A. Shoukry is  preparing a paper of great importances he w i l l  
showT that a l l  statues o r ig ina lly  faced Horth. In the pyramid inseri]b 
tion the la st  line achieves the greatest astery by giving mastery 
of the South and North as > e l l . But as a mortal, the conqueror 
of South and North f i r s t  had to cro:s from Memphis to Sakkara. 
fhere is ,  then, not merely an opposition between cosmos ( east-west) 
and history(south-north). Pharao reaches his h is to r ica lly  created 
horizon by trave lling  on the eternal Best-West falooka across 
Egypt's stream. We have here a sequent in which the h istorica l  
entrance into the South-North horizon is  preceded by the non-rhisto- 
r ica l  sun-like traverse across the Nile. In other words Pharao 
starts : ast, is  brought West, and then is  also empowered to begin 
as Orion in the South ■ nd to end as the circumpolar star in the 
;■ t th6 northern pole. He describe ; a figure from East to West to 
South to North. The ©;,■ r  mio Texts are fu l l  of descriptions of this  
figure of his movements. In such a configuration, the East leads.
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But, East is  not prev ileged  over any of the three other d irec tion s . 
The opening by the East r e f le c ts  merely the actual procession from 

residence into horizon. The horizon i t s e l f  i s  abso lu te ly  im partia l. 
The secret o f the pyramid is  no secret but a profound truth is  
expressed in  i t .  No side of! the compass must be p rev ileged . The 

form of the pyramid is  the only form th is  requirement.

A
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or* desire  to be ome an O s ir is  a fte r  his death, is  w ell known.
Is  there, then, a connection, between h is renouncing Horns 

and renouncing O siris?  Is  there an innate and indisponable unity  

bet een Horus ,:nd O siris?  This is  the second question which I now 

ra ise  from the outside. This second question w i l l  not be based 

on the lis t in c tx n  o f d irec t cosmic and co lle c t iv e  h is to r ic a l
experiences. But we sh a ll have to make d is tin c tion  o f the same 
de is iv e  sharpness. For the anarchy in the treatment o f Horus' 
re la t io n  to O s ir is  i s  even greater than in  the in te rp re ta tion  o f 
the pyramids.

Question 2

Eye o f Horus? Eye o f O siris?

O s ir is  name i s  w ritten  with the two signs o f a seat ( as fo r  

I s i s )  and an eye. The eye at f i r s t  seems to have been placed below  

the seat. Sethe there fo re  allowed the in te rp re ta tion  "seat o f the 

eye" He him self suggested "e y e 's  d e lig h t " . ."Maker o f the seat" was 

an o ld er reading. But th is  i s  improbable enough since in  the litu rg y  
O sir is  never acts, never"makes" anything. Can we separate the signs  
fo r  I s i s  and fo r  O siris?  This has been done often  enough. The 

proximity o f the signs was explained the Egyptian love o f
play. M ethodically, th is  i s  hardly a sound argument on two 

hieroglyphs. But th is  unsound method has been allowed to creep in  
in s im ila r  instances.

Sojidu and Sopdit, fo r  instance, have been separated. Sopdu, 
an in teg ra l member o f the f i r s t  la y e r  o f gods has b' en declared  
r-v-n in the la te s t  tran s la tio n  o f the Pyramid Texts to be an 

A siatic  god Soptet, somewhat in l in e  with the famous remark that 

in et; mm logy the vowels did not matter at a l l  nd the consonants 

only - s l i . t l e .  Thus ■ phenomenon in the ky o f the f i r s t  o r d e j, 
which is  seen by every Egyptian -.bout 250 c ys o f the. year, remained 
without it s  leg itim st- name o f Sopdu because the equation Sopdit, 
both w ritten  ith  , could not even oe debated, because o f a 
mistake in method. Me sh a ll have to say more about these two names 
la te r  on.
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The goddess Seshat wr s r it te n  with Hathor's horns in reverse  
"and she is  c a l l e r :  f o r *  th i : reason the goddess with the horns o f f  

or down. On the Narmer pa le tte , Seshat end - Hathor both appear.
But F linders P etrie  p referred  to see in the seven-leaved flow er  

of Seshat the babyIonian royal s ta r  o f eight rrys . Miss Murray on 
the other hand, bee  us the perverted horns ha/-, to be rendered 

by some a r te fa c t «  o f reeds, made th: goadess o f the temples and 
of orientation  into a t r ib ' 1  s p i r i t  and dated her from the times 

before the b' ginning o f areh itektu re, i . e .  c e le s t ia l  bu ild in g , and 

before gods rep laces s p ir i t s  in Egypt.
Even worse, the falcomess was separatee from the fa lcon  Horns. 

This is  now so well estab lished  that you y ou rse lf, in order to be 

understood by your co lleagues, had to tran s la te  "Horns" and "the 

Falconess" in the Edfu text, •1though the hieroglyphs give  Hor 
and H orit. Obviously th is  tran s la tion  en ta ile s  ?• lo ss  in concinnity. 
That we often ommit the fa lconess from our p ictu re og Hathor has 

a d ire c t ly  destructive  consequence. Th central mystery of O sirian  

myth, Hathor's conception from the death O s ir is , ceases to be 

understood. Yet i t  obviously  formed the centrnl ceremony of the 

Osirian  m ysteries. leny books have been w ritten  on O siris^  none 
treats  th is  act as the central r i tu a l  o f h is  cu lt . The few who 

mention i t  put in  one paragraph as r side issue .U su■ l l y  i t  i s  said  

that I s is  conceived Horus. L itu rg ic a l ly  th is  is  simply not true. The 
Falconess conceived in the r i t u a l ,  as a l l representations show.
The understanding o£ the O sirian  creed hinges on the recognition  

of H o r it 's  p lace in i t .  A fter it  was omwitted, scholars were ab le  

to .drive a wedge between Horus r e lig io n  and O s ir is  r e lig io n . Then 

and only then, when the Falconess was fo rgotten , could i t  be sa id : 
O sir is  " is "  f. vegetation  god$ he i s  a popular god,* a p re-dynastie  

god e tc .e tc . Horus " is "  a p o l i t ic a l  god, a court god, a dynastic  

god. Or by the opposite deduction one sould sty : O s ir is  "was" a 

h is to r ic a l personage, Horus on the other hand "was" the sky.
In these two manners o f explanation Horus and O s ir is  re 

presented two unconnected types o f Egyptian re ligp n . And lo  and 
behold we ac tu a lly  have books w&ichfe put the p lu ra l "Egyptian 

R elig ions" in th e ir  t i t l e .  N atu ra lly  Horus him self was and i s  s p l i t
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into an o ld er and a younger Horus, one without O s ir is  and one 

connected with O s ir is .
I f  H or-it  had been allowed to stand with Hor, the abstruse  

feature, that the Falconesc, not I s is ,  Was conceiving the seed o f 
O sir is  into her womb would hatoe made i t  transparent that no Egyptian 
ever thought of O s ir is  and Horus in  separation . For th is  r i tu a l is  

the most archaie element o f the whole cu lt , and in Horit they are 

united.
I re je c t  a l l  attempts to go beyond our source m ateria l.

Vie find  the name" Son o f I s i s "  in the f i r s t  dyne sty $ - e find  Horit  

as the mother of Hoe and the conceptrix from O s ir is  from beginning 

to end. Horit on the phallus o f O sir vans found in  Helwan as from 

the f i r s t  dynasty. But so deep-rooted is  our p rejud ice that she 

is  described as Horus (Royal Excavations, 1947, F ig .15,p .167) and 

the phallus here is  taken by Junker as the symbol o'.' Min. (In  h is  
book of 1949 on Egyptian R e lig io n .) But the truth is  that we now 

have fiv e  pieces from th f i r s t  dynasty o f the great mystery of 
O sir is  a lle g ed ly  celebrated in Abydos. In the fan o f these p ieces, 
the separation of an O sir re lig io n  ana a Horus r e lig io n  is  a mere 
i l lu s io n . He ha v no popular texts  ofi or oft O s ir is  that are o ld e r  

than th-- ost o f f i c i a l  Pharaonic documents ,n Hor as the avenger 
of h is fa th er Osin. He have no two Horus^s.

I re je c t  she nice game of saying on day that O sir was a 
king and Hor the sky and o f saying on the next that O sir was ve- 

* get' tion and Hor was a king as Scharffe  now w nts us to be lieve .
Hor and O s ir is , Horit and I s is ,  by the w ritin g  of th e ir  

flames, by the m ysteries o f th e jr  r i t u a l ,  share - common fa te .
They must b- in terpreted  in unity o r not at a l l .

This, however can be achieved i f  we f u l f i l l  one condition. 
In question 1. th'-: p re requ is ite  vacs to d istin gu ish  between and 

co lle c t iv e  experience. F o q u e s t i o n  two, the prerequisite o f ::n answ 

wep is  to see that the pharaonic re la t io n  between the dead and the 
l iv in g  reversed the re la t io n  between the dead and the l iv in g  which 
permeates any pre-Egyptian society!

Straflgely enough th is  contrast o f the Egyptian treatment 

of the dead an^ the t r ib a l  a ttitud e  to the ancestors is  u n iv e rsa lly
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admitted. Evem so canting a man as A.H.Gardiner in his pamphlet on 
tfead in Egyptian B e l i e f  exclaims: The Egyptian did not fear  th e j r  
dead. But the dead were immeasurable a fra id  of the l i v i n g .  Exactly .  
The unheard-of innovation of Egypt consisted in the de l iverance 
of the l i v i n g  from the rule  of the dead. In a l l  pre-Egyptian 
so c ie t ie s  the aead spoke and speak to  the l i v i n g  and order the 
l i v i n g  around| the dead judged and judge the l i v i n g  and must be 
reconciled;. Every breech of ancestra l  l e g i s l a t i o n  is  expiated by 
unend ing blood, s a c r i f i c e s  and vendettas.  The vampires, the s p i r i t s  
of the dead, dominate. The masks of the dead are fastened on the 
medicine man's face ,  while the shaman sends his own s e l f  on 
vacat ion he impersonates the c h ie f t a in s .  Every t r i b e  had and has 
a pole with totem signs.  Egypto log is ts  are very prone t o  a t t r ibu te  
innumerable totems to  the nomes cut out by the pharaonic system 
of i r r i g a t i o n .  They would not do so i f  they knew why fharao 
abhorred a l l  totems and totem signs.  The core of a totem pole 
is  the eyes of the ancestors.  To become an eye on thidL't ot empole, 
t o  be carved on i t  as one more eye, i s  the great ambition of any 
warr ior .  ?or th is  he g lad ly  g ives  his l i f e J  In the immortal 
l i t u r g i c a l  play "K ab ina l " , which a heroic  French explorer  d i s 
covered in Guatemala, the hero is  led t o  his aeath by the enemies 
who have captured him. '"/hat does he shout in  his las t  hour?
"The eyes of my ancestors look at me from the pole ,  ky grandch i l 
dren w i l l  look at my eye carved on the totempole ftext t o  the 

eyes of my ancestors . "  This is  the comfort that makes him die  f u l l  
of j oy.

A l l  th is  has vanished in  Egypt. No ancestral eye rests  
on Horus. No dead vampires suck the blood of the l i f t in g .  No 
orders are taken from the dead. The fan ta s t i c  l i t \ e ra tu r e  on the 
Book of the Head omits the simple fact  that the dead in Egypt 
no longer in t e r f e r e  with the l i v i n g ,  that the dead are brought 
under judgment! This is  the stupendous step forward made, by 
Egypt, beyond the ancestor worship. Eorus, the unitor  of  the 
Two lands, is god and god- inspired in the presence of e t e rn i t y .
He has emerged from the ru le  o f  the eyes on the tmt empole. He 
does not take orders from them. Egyptian ru le rs ,  from the f i r s t
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day, v i o l a t e  every lav/ sacred t o  the t r i b e .  They marry th e i r  
s i s t e r ,  They do not der ive  th e i r  r igh t  from the r igh ts  o f  t h e i r  
fa ther ,  whey are not i n i t i a t e d  at the orgies o f  the t r i b e .  Horus 
stands a l o o f  from the organisations of clans or moiet ies .  A 
study of a l l  the ways in which his splendid i s o la t io n  was 
achieved do not belong in th is  question 2. But we must mention 
one fa c t .  The hieroglyphs of Egypt are very onesidedly t rea ted  
when looked upon as s c r ip t ,  uieroglyphs,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  speaking, 
have quite another s ide,  hieroglyphs were ta too !  They trans fe rred  
the ta too  from the bodies of the warr iors t o  the bui ld ings 
o f  horus and his hoi l o w e r s ,  -he disappearance from the human 
body, the sudden cu l t  of th is  b o d y ' s  i n t e g r i t y  and the in t r o 
duction o f  hieroglyphs on the so l id  bricks of the cosmos are 
two aspects of the s me step.  This one example may i l l u s t r a t e  
the rad ica l  change " des clans aux empires".  There was no 
evolut on, no gradual t r a n s i t i o n  from one t o  another. On the 
contrary,  we cannot exaggerate the sharpness' o f  the c o n f l i c t  
which set empire against c lan, hieroglyph against ta too ,  a 
d iv ine  presence o f  the ru l e r  against the worship of an 
ancestral n s t .

do marxian or Hegelian d i a l e c t i c  opposed the preceding
thes is  by an an t i thes is  more sharply than the •.a of  Pharao
opposed the authority  of  the previous generations of ancestors,  
the Egyptian b e l i e f  in unchanging e t e rn i t y  has often been 
stressed.  But that th is  was so new that i t  had t o  be defended 
against an older world is  equally  important. The new author ity  
created expressions fo r  i t s  f a i th :  e t e rn i t y ,  permanency, 
m i l l ions  of yours, Horus above the sky t o  oppose th e ' previous 
ru le  of the dead over the l i v i n g  by the new b e l i e f  in a c y c l i c a l  
presence.

The new body p o l i t i c  was in mortal danger i f  i t  did 
not succeed in e x s t i r  pating the t r i b a l  jargon and the ta toos  
and masks of yore .  The gods and the skyworld, the horizon and 
the coronation, the soone bu i ld ing  and the at f i r s t  annual, 
l a t e r  b ienn ia l ,  progress of Horus through ugypt, were no luxuries  
but acts of e l f -d e fen se  and a perpetual strugg le  fo r  su rv iva l .  
Amid an ocean of clannish t r i b e s ,  the Hanhaotan ca l l ed  Egypt was»
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at i t s  beginning, a fan tas t ic  enterprise  in which nobody from
the outside could be l ieve  ana vhiich as-we know remained a 
neve sunder st ood myst e:y to  th.e outside world fo r  2.0 CO more years. 
With the v i o l M c i r $iJ*t§§u-vluf^we s-. e the f i r s t  dynasties create 
a l l  the new symbols o f  th is  e te rna l  presence.

the r e la t i o n  of the ru le r  to  his fa ther  was obviously 
one of the two centrad dogmas which had to  come out of the 
crucib le  of the nww creed completely changed, iiorus could not 
der ive  his author ity  from his  fa ther  as the ch ie f ta ins  o f  the 
t r ib es  had done. The second cen tra l  tenet o f  the creed had to  
state  Whence uorus did der ive  his author i ty .  This second tenet 
was worked out as an annual author isat ion.  The new e te rn i ty  was 
d is tr ibuted  in to  years ,  f  e ru le r  rode upon the f lood into  his 

realm and he th ere fo re  had to  r id e  in to  i t  on every hew Year 
on the f i v e  pmeat d-ys when the pods of dgypt were reborn. The 
rule  of  nor us is  an animal, a t r i a g es  imal ru le .  The lieo-Sed 
f e s t i v a l s  wore so im o f t  ants in -m-ypt because jub i lees  of years 
in the any, not peneratio.no of man in Lie t r i b e ,  organised 
soc ie ty ,  si  course, „..ores was not murdered every seven years by 
Anubis, the you of the om'oa Iming-i: om. e , as miss 'dm ray b e l i e v e s .  
Jac.mls oo.rs't rnuruer man, l e t  alone fharaos. The pr ies t  of 
Anubis to  wao.; i n  mrrap a t t r ibu tes  the so lo  of execut ioner 
of IPaimo, w:: s in cnarpo of flic vmrmrn hor i s  on. .'.dim as she 
" ' lacenta" i„ nimira..ors b ooo am- otproeou in c en t ra l  A f r i c a , so 

* -ae i iau is . r a ce r ' s  d-olson b o s s  oviaonce ‘beat the mdo-.jed
I -  0:v 1 si ,ppr o bus b n is  uri : •mm r OOS in fo re ip r. Ian- s. Put
Lm  v.m id.ct of sue ■ ’ is UnenSS t:- is in P- nosS so deep ar irn-

press ion she new b,.m is of gover rr ent m. .o. e on the worlc . gy pt
lade a new found: 1 1 i  on of r u l e . I t b,oS0 U- bvernr ent on the
move nts in the bii/' . The smal l e st un i t  oi. t n e s e : ov e m ent s t h at

a. t< jl i r s  u iia lm or c. :. Ol 1t ic ; i 1 ly  \ /as the *y  ̂ar .  The .dp:yat ian  year
biipun i t s  career n mb as t he Lor st unit

•Hsho

> a s our
mat die: rat io iano osi lC. C 81r on o c (—J th LLliJU y but as she bwn l lest  unit
o. e t e rn i t y ,  drll she sUOu i v i s  io ns OX t h e year  ca ].re l a t e r .  Pe
wlio :,ny a . mr by the h our p r oc eGu in a i r thinki- . .roe  second



o at or; i  sodij o • i ; : ■ i ue a o " our to uy r o y ear , mu bhon vo et o p.
1  , mr concept  ox t i - o .  •’ ot s o t  iiu Ih e  wore 1  or th e
oy--- t my ■ .■ .-.rote . .it-;  th e  x o  :■ i y : ,  anr a t  l i m b  n e i t h e r  n m  nor 
<,jy j-ma y ; l i  u i c a l  s mb ns . . on t e a r  l a s t e d  l i v u  (.a; as  though 
rh ■ a:r cm a.  1 he e eca.rr era iuc<;' or bim u... o , t i e  sea.- on 
ha  o f i r :  a s s  tlm orac b i c --1  i s i r in i s  ; f o r  tin; r u l e r ,
t-a- ot  ono pro v e s  inif.;  by i t s  t r u  rbment of  a claanye on

t l i .1 t  jiroj.it-:. ey 3.0 ; a l  i i o t r o r ,  1  or us cou lu  not r u l e  lea;, th an  one 
a or a ia  :.. r , i. i s  nil o3. u r u i £ ,  ra. mm- j. ore , o one i s t  oo. o:! n u l l  i'p3_e s
oi t a b .  s u i t  o.i a y e a r .  oi' tmu- c o l i ; h a ; : - ; i s  ot l o r n s  r u l e

t h e  .ao^-beii fm t i v a l s  ;.;r e tho a r t c i sc -  ex pro s i o n .  m i l l i o n s  o f  
,v r  r  i ; ; t i c 1 s u b l i n j  v i s i o n  of  a. nOrus oho i s  a member o f  the 

a i v i n o  jT e s e n c e  -in ,.ho c o m  nob r u l e  an Is i s  f a t h e r -h ;  so n .  1 : i s  

t  hrone i s  aasi.'u on h i ,1 r o l e  in  t 1: s y . s i n c e  h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  shy 

in- no eo \..hot no o t h e r  ;. oo can o o —  t o  s p e a r  t h e  L or t  h , anu t o  
b e c o - e  m a m - a  etc . , in the a c t  —  s i s  t h r o n e  must be th e  do ub le  
thro ne  o f  soon a i a, . ianisi . i t  . (I.J spar  snu Lover  b g y f t  a r c  not t h e  
r i ' l . i t  x er i m l o r  t h e  ..bo Lanu a ,f i l c h  n or us a n n u a l l y  u n i t e s  . ) A l l  
bbo• s points,  h m  t o  bo in. b e f o r e  trie rca- or l o s t  he bo m y s t i f i e d  
by s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  b out as i r i s  EitroSi.h.  in  our 1 1 o d r a t u r e » i s  i r  i s  
lias a c i t y  c a l l e d  a l t e r  hie:., ’ rn, i r i s , j u s t  as nor  us f a s  i i i s  c i t y  
o f  J a n u n - L  or not h r  m a y .  s h e r a f o r e  he had t o  cone from Xus i r i s ,
-am be a she ; aero kin. ? nd j , i n  th e  none oil A n ui ,  th e pr ovine e
o f  m s  i r i s . j-ii 1 ac G , ■i.i'- l.L 1 ts ^ a tho t m e  t t e a n n u a l l y drowned
c of  f i r  of  as i r i s  react I f f  t h i s c i t y ,  baa t h e a on or t o  c o v e r  i t

i t i i  ia.eens e . L o r  th e a l l e y e a snepin.:ra k i n g was s imply an e x p e r t
in  p r o f u c i n y  i n c e n s e .

’a;, i r i i  a l s o  lire; a c u l t  i n  A by a os . h e re  trie i n c e n s e  was 
not s t r e s s e d  but r a t h e r  t h e  s u b l i n e  r i c u a l  o f  t h e  sac re d  w e a r i n g  
n ss  c e l e b r a t e s ,  she rou o l  l i f e  o f  O s i r i s  roue anu ente red  t h e  
womb of  H o r i t , t h e  f a l c o n e s s .  he have a l r e a d y  s t r e s s e d  t h e  

i n u i s  o l u b l e  u n i t y  oi  t h i s  os i r i s  r i t u a l  and the  f a i t h  in i i o r u s , 

as e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  r o l e  o f  h o r i t . he may add t h a t  the  p e r v e r s e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  male a no. f em a le  i n  t h i s  a c t  o f  c o n e e p t i o n  i s  t h e  
bes t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  the new b a s e  f o r  t h e  I Io r u s -E m p i r e . be cause  
i iorus  had no a u t h o r i t y  u n l e s s  he e x e c u t e d  t h e  w i l l  of  t h e  s k y ,



even his conception was placed above ihe earths and his mother's 
womb placed in the sky. the greeks, among whom no Tharao had to  
,iu s t i f y  his r o l e ,  immediately reversed the pos i t ion  of Zeus and 
uera back to  normal in the sacred we^ding.

In Hem phi;. , the r i t u a l  of the dying Osir is  was celebrated 
when las t  y ea r ' s  Dged p i l l a r  was f looded out by the inundation.
One his murderer bets, was conquered and held dqwn by the knot 
which torus and Toth t ied  around next y ea r ' s  Djed p i l l a r .  Then 
Os i r i s  c ould r i s e  again as the gra in  planted on top of the four 
baskets of earth which form the four crossbeams o f  his famous 
p i l l a r .

One has dis tinguished between these r i tu a l s  as much 
that our main question was never asked. how could a ilorus 
regulate  his r e la t i o n  to  his fa, t ier  a f t e r  the ancestra l 
l o y a l t y  was replaced by t i e  as tra l?

Cnee th is  question is  asked our tex ts  and r i tu a ls  
g ive  the unanimous answer.

nor us is the bege t te r  of his f a th e r ' s  pos it ion as 
as i r i s  ana of his mother's pos i t ion  as I s i s .

A l l  the pyramid a ext say just th i s ,  ilorus makes Os ir is .
I: or us is  the b u l l  of his mother, hor g ives ( .sir h is  eyes . f o r  
otherwise the dead man could not see. Roms make a the "seat fo r  
him in the sky as Orion, between aopoit and Sopdu. And th is  explain 
why Sopdit (S i r iu s )  and a opdu, the pyramidal l i g h t ,  have such 
c lo s e ly  re la ted  nan.es. Their r e la t i o n  t o  urion make;- them akin 
among themselves. es ir  is  n o t , as Oethe thought, a h i s t o r i c a l  
r ing ,  es i r  nev r saps or u . we is  l i f e l e s s  and deao. And he 
c e r ta in ly  is  not g iven any author ity  over Ilorus. The predecessor 
of the l i v i n g  norus becomes wsir is  by the appointment and good 
serv ices  of hor us. rb.is is expressed by the term n orus "the 
avenger" o f  his fa ther .  The oroer of  the t r i b a l  totem pole is  
re&erseu. The l i v i n g  norus has power over the dead, the c y c l i c a l  
ana the eternal present d oes triumph over the past , g iv ing  i t  -a 
safe placw within th is  nwwly created present. He pre. ents his  /
father  with the eye of ilorus. The predecessor of each h i s t o r i c a l  
Torus must become Osir is  in death. The term gamos is  a posthumousw 
conception in the pecular sense that the son is not on ly ,born 
a f t e r  his father^s death but he must be begotten a f t e r  his
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*

f a th e r ' s  death! that is  the s tar t  line: so lut ion  by which the 
fact is. convey ed [that the uead nor us becomes the l ik in g  k in g ’ s 
d iv ine  father  by the l i v i n g  horns’ c reat ion ,  The predecessor 
cannot appear — as in the t r i b e  — to  PI or us in a dream saying;

''I am the father  of your humanity. Obey my orders . "  (The two or

arb i tra r/  aci; ol  g en e ro s i t y . The l iving; god uorus could convince 
Ilis f  o l i  owera o± his o\*n e i  viri i t y  s o le ly  i f  his pr ececess or 
pr oveci to  be an .it er na 1 snber of the skyw orld .

j.f tlie l i v i n g  uing; f  ollov/ed the deod king unci er the 
nano of morus, the l i v i n g  ... in. c ould not ea 11 the dead "uorus"
witl' iout a Is., ic a t i n g  h i s own a i v i n i t  y . Jven l e s s ,  hov/ev r , cou ld
ho a l l o w  ■Tie  f o l l o w e r s ., or h i m s e l f , t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e "dead k in g
haw n e v e r r e a l l y  lie on ;i g: OU of the  s k y . Tor  th en  th e a u t h o r i t y
of the l iving; l i n g ,  as II or us, was n u l l i f  ieu too .  in i s  is the 
hi  glil- r e a l i s t  j.c b i l e  wna which the making of Osir is  by nor us did
s o l v e .

Osiri'-. sms given the egc of ôru.-. and a seat higher than 
Orion and ahead of the norther .oat s tars ,  the f u l l  horizon and. 
the franchise of the ..hole sky. Jut it was all given him by the 
power of I; or us 1 The o ialect ic t o  the t ot enp ole is  complete! She 
r evolirt i  onizea masses of today would only think of the negative  
side of th is  o i  l e c t i o :  how to  get r io  of the ole- man. The fesirian 
solut ion is a responsib le  so lut ion .  The authority  of -which the 
predecessor must be deprived is the author ity  of  an ances s or. 
ih r th i s  reason, k or us does not sepend on his rasher as his 
physical bege t te r  at a l l .  Tut the f a th e r ' s  d i v in i t y  must go on 
l e s t  the son's uivinity be devaluates*. The deae II or us must .be.
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anue in o o ns i r i s , the oat on whom the eye i s  set by the l i v i n g  

..oru;- , because a d e a d  ^orus is a c ontrao ic t  ion in t e r  is. Os i r i s
i - '--i -  the 1 iv ine  f a th e r  of the l i v i n g  d iv ine  horns . the r i t u a l  

by nbich thin •. iv ino  la the  rho on is  poetiiuaously created draws on 

tea sane s ourc e lo r  i t s  au thor i ty  as bhau which r r y w e r s  k or us him
s e l f :  the annual events in  the shy and' on onrth. da i s  annual
cyc le  is  seen as the shortest  epoch in t i e  cyc le  of the e te rna l  

present,  th e r e !o r e  the leax.li of O s i r i s  at the enu of one year  

an the b i r r s  of horns at the beginning of the next connect 

t i e  y ea r s ,  the x cs t iv.nl s of one inundr: u ion period and the next 

were rclatw.i t o  s a d  o the r . t h i s  c omio orat ion  per hop: throws  

1 i  ■ ari h on the cererionp of the d e e  x i l l a r , on the weaning of i t s  

shape, on the re lax  oh; sign  f o r  d o n .  do f a r  we have looked only 

upon one s in g le  y ear .  tut  the w ' i r i s  r i t u a l  connects t wCi y e a r s ,  

x car only point at .m- rang cue. x ions contained in th i s  remark, 
hut one other , s ; ecx ox the ..or -  a. or i t  -  v. s i r  is  p u e d io n  .".ay 
re; ervr r !r  ioxiri, . rxcause ......orus is act iv -  ly  ere... . trip; os i r i s ,
ii is  r a i d  i  o i. o 1: is  :o li her rece ive s  d e  sane strong, c o l o r i  g.
Ih'r e a hie cor el: ins d  r ev iv iay  ing as i r i s ,  horns creates ids  

div ine  r o d e r  i,oo. ..h .at :ia tee  iseniri; o f  _-..ar n.t e f , .lul], of h is  

Mot h u .
fi hie O r d e r  t l r  o n.., t , tni'uu ai it- -.ear, rule-, the 

I n i n  . d e w - ,  so r. • a.  d v d .  I . . -  , y ;ab ha,- n?'^. cni is tne
u n l i  r a ■ o i l ;  f r e e  ’ ie ; hd a a a as re-11 „s the- d u n

rear a -ha, ■ . ti d o r  o.: v- line; copioia Ig now
n t '  . i l l  re on id ,  ops. -r a j u r a f r  of 'ruLiaf'. x ' u  t s t r  -an
so ev r,  1 . .. .. . . ..h e i r s  a of an.- be-rt . o a o d r s  f o r  l a ' i r i s
as x . . o. ,a.pp uoviu . .  o.e as 'death; in  f i f e "  are  not over loo  u-d

a d x o a .   ̂d i e  ' s" i l e x  o r i e d  r i n p 1' r e ad »  co r rec t tu ;

‘3 o.ai. ancastor  iron the past i s  placed in to  the e te rna l  present .
> oai- ■- ids. goi- ox vspa ia iaa i  a-,aaa_- u a r e c i u :  the annual l i f e ,

ar Xaa ad- v d d a p  in; c -x h n n ;  no the e u. .urns  on t.ia rrevious  

r e a r ,  -a xr ia  -a t l a  go o_’ xho power o.-. i nn.no. x io i : ' re.de  
v i o r m a  f ; .a. na anal d-w-is o f  d a  ah,., or i t  ' rf - o r a  'hits out
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years  por.hupr f e l t  that  

'■'Vi/ft i s  to e one " m o n i . s i b i l e " liniv bet seen tiie cions of ole 

eo„ own e r a ‘V i f  they have b-.en r i -...t , than . y r  otology cannot
o deyraocti in to  h n at ion a l  science but oust bee one mure and 

mere tne center of a un iv e r sa l  sc ience of one certa in  phase in 
our hunan e r r  tence on th i s  y lobe .  ;e a l l  .ould have had to  be 

” ■'// i t  inns " , in one wap or another , between aodO and 15 eO J3.G . 
d-'re poupune at ov . r  t i e  Bead was an act of ■. e l iverance  fo r  a 

Human i t  p whicoi was thwart ed under the judgment of the dead over 

tne l i v i n g . e rave inheri ted th is  de l ive rance  f ron .bgvot and
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i if; i  1 irGotrvo ibo net b ionent J oerj.pt . noceo; temples . nr bests —— 

a l l  \.\?re needed to  achieve th is  Inoni... a i b i  e step .  Phis; g ives  them 

to  olii:' eo;/ roa inino, ano ci i y n i t y . I f  fyy pt were a h i  st or i c a l  

acc Leant, .-e ..-oulci e: ve no c r i t e r i a  to  ei i. t inytiinh between i t s
ai. y ipa acb ievenente , i ta  no.er ore ano it.  - blew a inys . l'he
scanu 1 ovi r bost -ee  ] er  "inie y t i  m "  n i  1 be the e t c  one .

11 ,Jppt  ban boor! an irio eb n id le  necenej.ty, then we
can nay what in ; at i  11 va luab le  > 'or us a ■. ony i t  a y I  ovies and 

what not.  Ana then l i b l e , on a renewal ol tiiw l a it.li of  tl'ie
h ib ie ,  vvi i .1 bti the outcome, lo r  loses . , learned in a l l  the 

wi.a'on of the lyypt tansy a la  iuoo t e a t .  ! „v; s i i t eo  the c h a l l  

le  o:i the wheat who n he l e f t  lyypt. Keith or o iu lie it\itro,y i  b nor 

did 1; o forne t i t .  ...,o pur i  l ieu  its; e t e rna l  achieveme n.tn . *

*


