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A Sermon on Good-Friday 1952
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God, by the d isgrace  o f  the cross tlrou bast re sto red  th e ir  
o r ig in a l grace  to those whom thou d id st not wish to punish with 
death•

ibis text i s  taken from an o ld  Easter prayer prayed 
at good Friday  in  an t iq u ity . I t  t r i e s  to fathom the  
mystery o f  the crucifixion. But can it?  Are we not in ­
capacitated  to understand th is  wild catastrophe as i t  
happened in  stark, cruel brutal m oonlight, since we r e ­
member i t  in  the m ild  tw ilig h t  o f  bh ie  w e l l -o i le d  ma­
chinery o f  a complacent church service?

So celebrate the mystery o f  the cross seems to be made im­
possible by the fe ry  fac t that it i s  a celebration. Any ce leb ra tion  

repeats . And when we repeat an event ceremoniously, we a lready  
know the f in a l  outcome in  advance. Shus, on Good-Friday, Easter a l ­
ready looms. Our prescience o f  the v ic to r io u s  rise cannot he lp  
taking the edge from the harshness of the crucifixion. How. then, 
can a t r a g ic  event be re liv ed ?  On the one hand, i t s  superiragio 
outcome i s  known, and on the other hand, it is of the essence o f  
the event that i t s  outcome im press us as uncertain, aye that i t  
im press us as final and h op e le ss . For the time be ing , fo r  to ­
n ight, we are asked to  ign o re  the re su rrec tio n , and to admit that 
God i s  dead. By k i l l in g  a man, we have murdered God h im se lf. She 
anti Semites shout C h r is t k i l le r  at the Jew. Christ i s  am bivalent, 
meaning God and Man in  One. Bet us shake us  awake: What i s  means 
is that in  murdering man, we are murdering the l iv in g  God. And 
the C ru c ifix io n  says: you cannot be a C h rist ian  u n le ss  you re a ­
l i z e  that thou, too, hast b® a party  to  the assass in a tio n  o f  the 
S p ir it ,  time and again .

Good F rid ay , lo o se s  i t s  power u n le ss  we r e a l i z e  that Easter  
i s  not garanteed.

ibis, then, i s  the f i r s t  drawback. How can we stand under the  
Gross without an tic ip a tin g  E aster o r basking complacently in  the 
sunshine o f the Redemption? Ibis becomes even more puzzling when 
we consider the second fast. C h rist ian s  always have been in  th is  
s itu a t io n . Passion week makes sense in  retroppect on ly . A l l  our 
fa ith  is rooted  in the foreknowledge o f  the outcome. She a pa stems’ 
m ission, the outpouring o f  the s p i r i t ' at Pentecost, the triumphant 
r i s e  o f  a worldwide Church, the re su rre c t io n , were known to a l l  the 
people who have l iv e d  through Good F rid ay , i t  i s  true , there  were 
the women and there was John and there were the soldiers present 
(In the re a l Good F riday . But we would not improve our se rv ice  i f  
we t r ie d  to d u p licate  of r e l iv e  their fe e lin g s  at the foot o f  the 
Cross.

3Sh® unreal o r ceremonious and th e a tr ic a l and spectacu lar  
Should s tr ik e  us with f u l l  forceVw® s€ t out to overcome i t .  One 
thing is sure* U n less we overcome th is  danger, we Shall not gain  
the entrance t@ the gates  of heaven. She desperate and re a l rishr 
of a l i f e  o f mankind that ends in the k i l l i n g  o f  th e ir  Christ must
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choke us. How then can w© prevent the remembrance of ^bis death 
from becoming a formality?

Ihere are two ways open, one pointing to our own cross in the 
future. 2b© solemnity of the C ru c ifix io n  may have to b® retrans­
formed as in the case of the Christian m artyrs who in  April 1945, 
were murdered by Hitler simply because they invoked the name of 
the Christ. She crucifixion was ahead of Pet©r and Paul when they
preached the Cross. V + - u Z

be l ik e  without the Cross, faking the crucifixion away from the 
center of history, you and I cannot recognize our ultimate and 
highest and most g lo r io u s  d e stin a tion . But tak ing out o f l i f e  the 
occurrence o f  Jesus* death, a l l  human history as i t  has been gloing 
on h ith e rto ; a lso  would loose its meaning.

We have stated  two n egatives and one p o s it iv e  task . lo  share 
in the ceremonious ce leb ra tion  o f  Good F riday  m erely as the eve o f
a glorious Easter would b® too shallow, lo share the blind feel­
ings o f  the bystanders on Golgatha would be without d ire c tin g  fo rce .  
P o s it iv e ly , we ask why the Cross was needed fo r  the sa lv a t io n  o f  
human soc iety .

When our boys are killed in  Korea, like young Raynes or young 
van F lee t , th e ir  lo v e  to th e ir  country deeply s t i r s  us, and may
well move us to tears* W® con never repay them, this we know 
w e ll. In  their manner, Hektor died fo r  iroy long be fo re  Christ.
Ibe  women beneath the Cross wept, wailed and mourned as Andromache 
did over Hektor. 2he Marys bestowed on Jesus the same loving com­
passion which is due to a soldier dying* from his wounds. For this 
very feason , the generous sorrow of the bystanders cannot suffice 
for explaining the csrufixion. Ihese  good women prove their affec­
tion for J©sus, they do not prove Christ* s achievement. Don’t w® 
know that unworthy men are loved. And thank God that this is so. 
Where would we’ be u n le ss  w© received love undeservedly? lone of 
us oouldL su rv ive  the day on which we eouJd not overdraw our account, 
our credit of patience, forbearing, good will of our neighbors.
Banks may deplore this irrational accounting. Bui* it holds true 
even fo r  the people working in banks^ Ibis is the difference bet­
ween the bank which is under the law, and a banker who is under the 
cross, between our certified account and the most uncertain and 
never balancing account we can give o f our selves. Our account o f  
love always is overdrawn. And Jesus did not wigph to be an excep­
tion to this rule. She oil poured lavishly o fe r  his feet, was a 
free gift, a royal diadem crowning him unaccountably. As a free 
overflow Jesus received it. He would have killed the God in the 
woman* s soul, if he had thought that she owed him this gift as 
her debt. And Christ is the only man who never killed God.

From the bystanders, w© may learn how to lo ve  unaccauntabl&» 
2h©y do hot account for the meaning of the Cross.

to l i f e  because i t  i s  w a i t i n g u . » .
t me choose today the opposite rc e crucifixion comes

/$t a lso  comes to l i f e  when we understand what the world would
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ïh e  other negative statement we Saw* to mate b e fo r9''aTËo
helps to brush aside  a misunderstanding o f  the Cross« E aster does 
not transform  Good Friday in to  a means to an end« She c leve r peop­
le  are tempted to construe a l l  our actions in  l i f e  as planned» Shey 
mistake purpose and destiny» My purposes never are my dèstination »  
We may reach our d estin ation  d esp ite  our s i l l y  purposes and desp ite  
our good in ten tio n s ; but God’ s ways with us are not our ways because 
he does not know the d e v i l ’ s t r ic k s  o f  t re a t in g  one part o f  l i f e  
as means and another part o f l i f e  as ends» lo  God a l l  l i f e  i s  d i ­
vine» Hon© i s  a means« Hone 4 s  an end« fte-- God a l l  14£e i-e d i­
vine* As soon as the th eo log ian s  ca lcu la te  how the c ru c if ix io n  
autom atically  operates and produces Easter, then Jesus appears as 
a tremendous operator« He moves heaven and earth , and he invents  
a gadget fo r  the redemption o f mankind. In  the eyes o f  such l o ­
g ic ian s , he went to thé Cross to produce p re c is e ly  the exp losion  
which would fo rce  the wheels o f  s a lv a tio n  to turtu

I f  they were r ig h t ,  w® would think o f Jesus as an inventor and 
we should have to admire him as the ïhomas A lva Edison o f the e le c ­
t r i c  bu lb» People who say that they lo v e  Edison fo r  h i t  invention , • 
are confusing th e ir  fe e lin g s  and th e ir  va lues . Superior i n t e l l i ­
gence avuta; planning succeeds; gadgets work and c leverness i s  
rewarded by a hug® m a te r ia l’ ga in .

J e su s^ o u ld  be a most u se fu l c it iz e n  i f  he had planned the 
re su rrec tio n  while hanging on the Cross» Accord ingly , h is  u s e fu l ­
ness could, be p roperly  rewarded» We could look upon him as our 
use fu l servant. But Jesus could not be the Christjwhose name we 
invoice in  o rd er to know who we are ou rse lves* Because we have 
e le c t r ic  l ig h t ,  we do not have to become Edison ians. By constru­
ing the redemption as a p rec is io n  instrument as the mass conversions  
sometimes suggest, Jesus i s  tre a ted  as a secu la r man.

And as long as we do not r e a l i z e  the d is t in c t io n  between 
secu lar and cosmic man, between, m yself and the God who works through 
me, we are not ab le  to r e l i v e  Good F r id a y .. We a l l  in  our purposes 
are d iv ided  by the d iv is io n  o f  la b o r »  We are seoted away by such 
sp ec ia lty  o f  our p riv a te  ends and th e ir  means» Sh is  sectarianism  
or secularism  i s  not found in  the man who continued the c reation  
o f  the human race  at the growing éo in t , o f  the tree  o f  l i f e .  Shat 
i s  the reason- why the Cross i s  not a contrivance which he has  
engineered and fo r  which we pay r o y a lt ie s  to him oiar to a greedy  
chwreh. How sh a ll we express th is  d iffe ren ce?  We and he are One 
and th© same Man, the Man God intended and in tends to c reate , th ere ­
fo re , in  the hour o f  C ru c ifix ^ io n , he' went through thy eye o f  the 
needle, through th #  Bottleneck o f  th© h o u rg la ss , through which th© 
whole race  had to be taken® Because th ere  are n o/ in d iv id ua ls  
invo lved  in  the C ru c ifix io n , but Man, Adam, in  the crucible," 
w@ are not dea ling  with an in d iv id u a l performance o f Oise, man c a lle d  
Jesus, but we are faced  with God’ s C reation  o f th© Man c a lle d  Adam<^ 
- kiMbMk {UrQ CuujlqJZ, c?f- tnA~&o(Lu~-*--3 .

I f  th is  i s  so. i t  must show in  the character o f  the Day» For 
when God creates, the more abundant l i f e ,  the fu lln e s s  o f  time^ 
should be f e l t .  Any moment o f  time, graced  by B is  presence, d i f ­
fe r s  from our working hours and our own preplanned schedules. Can 
th is  be sa id  o f  Good Friday? I  think wmf c so.
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Sh© secular man Hays: the present/Today. Yesterday, is th©„ 
past* foraorrow is the future* Modern man sneers at the past as 
obsolete* For is he not modern? And as to his vision of ,th© future, 
he naively exhibits his arrogance by building optimistic'Futuramas' 
or by writing pessimistic <1984* In these visions of the past or 
of the future, there is a complete absence of modern man’s faith 
i|8 God. He imagines that the past was superstitious and backward 
and that is,, without the divine spirit and presence, and the future, 
too, is naively made the footstopl of modern man’s own will and 
lusts* Good Friday challenges this ridiculous idea that man knows 
time by /calling one part of it, past, one part of it present, and 
the third part future* In G°d’s time, ©very moment is all three 
tenses* What is called faith, f'an-iite reve^sa^ Wt the secular tri- 
partition of time iznfcbree separate blgck s/back into God’s fulness 
of time* In the agony of the Gross. Jesus lived the fullness of 
time* Ihis needs meditation* But is can become plain.

Our unfa,ith says: yesterday is yesterday; it is gone by. But 
is this your real yesterday? On this Maundy Thursday, our present 
Service was expected, and on Wednesday, our congregation was pre- ' 
paring th© service of Mauhiy Ihursday and rehearsed it. lime is 
not fulfilled unless my today is somebody else’s tomorrow and, 
again somebody third’s yesterday. A day lived merely as leisure, 
is wasted, unless it is bound up with what precedes and follows* 
Easter is expected through the whole year and, if realized, it also 
is remembered through the rest #f the year;holidays are high 
beacons shedding light over the times before and after. lime lived 
as eternity is t|m@ which is allowed to be as much a promised 
future as a fulfilment of past prophecies as representative of 
th® present Divine Government.

A yesterday that nobody ever was anxiously longing for as for 
his tomorrow, a ̂ tomoserow* that never becomes an enacted, an in­
carnating presence, and a fugitive ftoday )which y#-s dissipated and 
wasted oT  graboed and exploited, are all cut flowers, without roots, 
without fruit. Ihf^might b© called harlot time. Many people 
dream of the past as a golden age. Shey do not realize th© agony 
of birth and travail which has ushered in th© most primitive steps 
of life among people. Ihe golden past is a secular dream because 
this past also had to be prophecied as distant future, and its 
proponents had to go to their Cross. More people than ever are 
dreaming today of some nice Utopia. You may be pretty certain that 
these fajitopia^s will not come about because their dreamers would 
feel insulted iffr th© idea that their dream of an afterlife, of a 
beyond, of a millennium, ever should b® defiled and vilified by 
becoming stark and dirty Reality., Jh,e Jews now have waited for 
the ii&jfessias for more than nineteen W e a r s  after the first Coming of 
the Messias. Shis is the typical attitude of our owm dro-mers o f ^  
better worlds to coma. Ihey all attach a condition to their »ream:, 
it never must coma true. She lovers of antiquity or of utopia, then, 

^  are in the danger that they cut up the fullness of time into a 
'past that never is anything but th® past, and the future that has 
to stay put as cl future never to com© true. Shess people are the 
respectable people who populate the mere present. Ihey rate as 
the mogf intelligent and the most respectable people in i W n *  They 
represent public opinion as of today. Against these good and ra~. 
tional people, Jesus has . come*
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He i s  n o t■re sp ec tab le . So be re sp ec tab le  i s  Ao  be looked back 
upon as a sign  post o f  the powers that be* On h is  Gross, Jesus" 
at one and the same time, was the Second Adam; he a lso  was the r e ­
presentative  o f God’ s Presence, and the Judge o f  the Last Judgment. 
I t  i s  im possib le  to g ive  any preference o r precedents, to any one 
o f the th ree aspects o f  h is  Fu lfilm en t, For since the f i r s t  Adam 
was created, Jesus was in  coming. $h@ F ive thousand years between 
Adam and Jesus are wiped away on the Cross. In stead  o f Adam’ s m is- 
understandig o f  h is  l i fe t im e , as owned by h im se lf o r  g iven  djover 
to h is  own w i l l ,  Jesus sets  th ings r ig h t .  Man. knowing o f h is  
death, mus£t connect a i l  the gen eration s; a l l  the tim es, from be­
ginning to end. time i s  root and st-tfm and f r u i t s ,  o r man m isses 
out on h is  ro le  on our p lanet. Jesus a lso  was the f in a l  man and 
ab le  to Judge a l l  our not yet C h ristian  t r a i t s .  Many p r e -c h r i s t i -  
ans l i v e  among us and at a l l  tim es, th e ir  h ea rts  are uncircum cised, 
th e ir  words unchristened, to  a l l  these, Jesus comes as. the Judge 
at th© end^of th e ir  World, th e ir  Eon, and h© i s  th e ir  Omega and 
ends their^today1 ewr as i t s  re a l tomorrow.

But Jesus who thus an n ih ila te s  th© d istances between C reation ’.s 
f i r s t  and la s t  days, a lso  rep resen ts  the High Water Mark, the Apex 
o f today, in  i t s  f u l l  splendor® today i s  f u l f i l l e d  when i t  presents  
God’ s power in  the strengilL  and potency fo r  whi^ch we c a l l  11 » th© 
Great r .  When God created Man, he put in to  m arriages th® power o f  

S2ik&£ji fu tu re  gen eration s from being m erely second ra te  o r decadent. 
Marciage re s to re s  the f u l l  fo rce  o f  th® f i r s t  generation  in  i t s  
v i t a l i t y  and, le t  us say, o r i g in a l i t y ,  the f i r s t  i s  the fre sh est  
and the b est. And our ch ild ren  must not looK  fa t  and pale  l ik e  
spo iled  b ra ts ; we wish them to be o r i g in a l , to be the gen iuses o f  
the dawn o f  a new era . On Good F riday , there i s  no m arriage as 
between Adam and Eve, there i s  agony pure and sim ple. Why, then, 
can i t  be th© rep resen ta tion  o f  gen ius, o f o r ig in s  and fresh  v i ­
ta lity ?  the o ld  Church c a lle d  the Cross the wedding day on which 
Jesus made our sou ls  h is  spouse, the sweet wood o f  the Cross sym­
b o lized  th€t m arriage o f  Christ to  h is  Church, the C ru c ifix io n  i s  
the Wedding between th® l iv in g  God and h is  assass in atin g  ch ild ren . 
For God i s  not angry with h is  m urderers who do not know what they  
are doing. When Noah le av es  the Ark, God says, Mas i s  wicked. But 
I  Shall no lon ger be tempted to e x s t irp a te  him. I  want the l i f e  
o f the sinner so that he may l i v e ,  t h is  i s  expressed by Good F r i ­
day. so that those who have sla i? ) God in  Man, sh a ll be re sto red  
to th e ir  o r ig in a l  grace  as Men in  God.

th is ,  then, would be the h o rr id  s ta te  o f  the world without the 
Cross: R ighteousness and goodness would be id e n t i f ie d  with eterna l
l i f e .  S inners and the poor would b© sneered at as second rat©  crea­
tu res . Humanity would consist o f  the re sp ec tab le  and the rafo’o le ,  
and would d is in te g ra te  more and more without any hope o f  e v e r i w ^  
the slack o r  u n it in g  ever men o f d if fe re n t  s ta t io n , race  o r  creed. 
She d iv is io n s , the s t a t is t i c s ,  the fr o n t ie r s ,  the J u r isd ic t io n s  
would s p l i t  and s p l i t  and s p l i t  because i t  would be a lo s s  o f  face ,  
in s id e  any o f  these groupings, to re je c t  i t s  standards. One© that 
what i s ,  i s  made respect ab le , i t  a lso  i s  d e f in it e ,  Shen the power • 
o f c rea tion  i s  deleted® 2h@n, today ceases to be t r ip le  time,

. g rac iou s time, containing tomorrow^» promise as much as 
powerful V&oSMm c c n s u m ^ a k ^  o f  y V



C h ris t  was no t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  he was not i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  r a c e ,  he was not i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t a t e s ,  and he d id  no t b e l ie v e  i n  
s t a t i s t i c s *  He pat &s i n  t r a n s i t  because he came to  b r in g  u s  e t e r -  
h s l lfe  spou ting  l i f e ,  th e  f u l l n e s s  o f  time* So, he l i v e d  L i f e ’ s 
most”adverse  moment* She f i r s t  C hild  o f  God who became pif® Son, i n  
t r a n s i t ,  th e  l a s t  Jew, ana th e  f i r s t  C h r i s t i a n ,  th e  second Adam, he 
l i v e d  h i s  day on th e  Cross as  th e  seed o f  a l l  f u tu r e  l i f e ,  as- tn e  
f u l f i lm e n t  o f  a l l  p rev io u s  l i f e ,  and he l i v e d  t h i s  Good F r id ay  as  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ^  o f  our everyday hum anity  i n  th e  p resence  o f  f r i e n d  
ana to ff  a s  vtf a l l  should  i i v s ,  £ ~ v  ,•*

When th e  r ig h t e o u s  had no f u tu r e ,  ^and th e  s in n e r s  h&d no p re ­
s e n t ,  when p e r f e c t i o n s  p rev en ted  f u r t h e r  u n io n  and when s i n i  p ro­
duced decay, he s t a r t e d  u s  on our ro ad  to  e t e r n a l  l i f e  i n  U n ity  by 
re v e a l in g  th e  p e rp e tu a l  s e c r e t  o f  c re a t io n *  I t  a lways i s  based  on 
d is e s ta b l ish m e n t | .  L in co ln  was lo a th e d  by th e  r e s p e c t a b l e  people  o f  
h i s  day, Jackson  was. F.D.R. was, She r e s p e c t a b l e  'people  cannot go 
through th e  eye o f  th e  n eed le  u n l e s s  th e y  s t r i p  th em se lv es  o f  r e ­
s p e c ta b i l i ty *  E te rn a l  l i f e  i s  no t a cq u ire d  by lap? andt o r d e r .  I t  is* 
a cq u ired  by o u r  h igh p r i e s t  made th e  v ic t im ,  o u r  g r e a t  k ing n a i l e d  ' 
to  th e  Cross* Without him, w© would have l o s t  th e  key to  p ro g re s s ,  
th e  Law o f  l i b e r t y ,  th e  s e c r e t  o r  e t e r n a l  l i f e *  When f r e e l y  g iven  
up i n  tim e any o ld  form s a c r i f i c e d ,  b e g e ts  new l i f e *  He who d e p lo re s  
degeneration, l e t  him no t m o ra l iz e ,  l e t  him not ju d g e . Let him g iv e  
up th s  s a f e ty  o f  h i s  owk o r d e r l y  e x is te n c e !  such a c t  w i l l  i n v i t e  
new, v ig o ro u s  l i f e  as  i t  i s  a v ig o ro u s  ac t  i t s e l f *  On th e  Cb o s s , 
t h i s  v ig o r  i s  made c o n tag io u s  a s  i t  i s  shown i n  th e  most a b je c t  
c o n d i t io n ,  under th e  howling o f  th e  r e s p e c t a b l e  mob and o f  th e  
powers t h a t  be and i n  th e  s p i t e  o f  th e  very  people  to  whom t h i s  
v ig o r  h a s  to  be im p a r ted .

What th e n  would be m iss ing  w ithou t th e  Cross? Our jo y  ofi *£>- 
c r e a t in g ,  o u r  M irth  o f  l i v i n g  on th e  f i r s t  and th e  l a s t  mad th e  ,  
c e n t r a l  day o f  God* s l i f e  among h tiu L **  s C @ %

s. » O u u t & ' f a f l k s ,  Yn£L*+ tLfit-eJL
Goa, by th e  d is g ra c e  o f  th e  C ross thou n a s t  r e s t o r e d  t h e i r  

o r i g i n a l  g ra c e  to  th o se  whom thou d id s t  no t wish to  punish with 
dea th . a

Shou l i f t e s t  &0on Shy sh o u ld e rs  
She weight t h a t  makes’t  me pin© 
th e  c rush ing  weight o f  b o u ld e rs  -  
My cu rse  t h m a k  * s t - i ' t  Shine* 
and fo r  my c u rse  thou g iv e s t  
th y  b l i s s  ii^fco my h e a r t?  
th y  m ir th  now i n  me l i  v e iiv  
by which God* s Son thou a r t .


