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"THE CRUSADE OP THE STARSPANGIED BANNER"

A document o f 1918, w r i t te n  
a f t e r  the  f i r s t  a t ta c k  of 
the  Americans, a t  the Marne.

The pre-w ar e ra  in  Europe was a p e rio d  during  which a l l  
forms g rad u a lly  decayed. Prom the  co a ts  of arms of n o b i l i ty  to  the  
form of g re e tin g  and the d re ss  of wet n u rse s , from th e  co ro n a tio n  
of the emperor to  the d o c to r ’s hood, many form s, of co u rse , were 
s t i l l  conserved; but they  were no longer b e lie v e d  and th e re fo re  no t 
born anew every day.

They hung on as h i s t o r i c a l  mementos in  a s t e r i l i z e d  manner, 
a t  which we sm ile . I t  would have seemed u n b e liev ab le  to  re v e a l the  
spuriousness o f a bond o f lo v e rs  m erely from i t s  la ck  o f form, from 
i t s  u t t e r  c ru d ity  of form. On th e  c o n tra ry , th i s  f r e e s t  and most 
f l ig h ty  s o r t  of love was ap p ra ised  th e  only t r u e ,  the  only  genuine 
lo v e . I t  would have been fo rb id d en , in  the  co a ts  o f arms of s t a t e s ,  
l ik e  the P russian  eag le  or the  h a l f  moon o f Islam , to  seek moré 
than  a s ign  of re c o g n itio n , a k ind  of trade-m ark . That we people 
nowadays no longer give in  to  forms was c le a r ;  and th a t  we developed 
our freedom under an innocuous covering , d e s t i tu te  o f a l l  form s, in 
to  a p u r if ie d  humanity was the  b a s is  of p u b lic  d isc u ss io n  o f a l l  po
lit ic a l-h u m a n  e v en ts . On th e  o th e r  hand, f e a r  and shyness o f forms 
or symbols, as i f  they  cou ld , f a l s e ly  chosen, enslave  our senses and 
w i l ls  w ith  superhuman power, was a s u p e r s t i t io n  and phantom about 
which one com placently l e t s  h im se lf be to ld  on occasion  by a p reach er 
of pen itence  and a clown (C h e s te rto n !) .  The s t i f f  g re e tin g  o f a s o l
d ie r ,  kneeling  befo re  God, the  bow b efo re  a n o b le , th e  o a th  on the  
B ib le , a l l  th i s  produced an e f f e c t  l ik e  an a n tiq u e , l ik e  a re s id u e  
o f f a i t h .

A ll th e  symbols, however, which had and have su rv ived  in  the  
decay of forms are  indeed only the e n v iro n s , the  outw orks, o f the 
essence of a l l  the  symbols of the  l a s t  m illennium , th e  most wonder
f u l  and u n n a tu ra l form on e a r th . And so th e  decay o f forms must tu rn  
above a l l  to  th i s  pow erful form which p ie rc e d  th e  e ra  in  th e  s tra n g 
e s t  manner, w ith  th e  challenge  of inmost n e c e s s i ty . I t  i s  th e  form 
which d ep a rts  from o u te r n a tu re , which ju s t  f o r  th a t  reaso n  i s  im
p a rted  to  us from the  h e a r t as a noble s ig n  Qf in n e r  d iv in i ty ,  o f the  
r e b i r th  of p a ra d ise i the  C ross. At th e  same tim e , however, i t  r e 
v ea ls  the human chaos which i s  la ck in g  from u n fe e lin g  n a tu re . I t  i s  
a lso  the  s ig n  o f th e  most sev e re , o f human to rm en t, The decay of 
forms has succeeded in  d isp la c in g  the Cross from a l l  phases o f l i f e , 
f i r s t  from sc ien ce , then  from forms of s o c ie ty , and f i n a l ly  from 
Christendom i t s e l f .  Innumerable are  the  ou tpourings o f n a tu ra l  C h r is t  
endom which d isco v e red , in v en ted , reproduced I t  in  i t s  "essen ce", In  
i t s  " in t r i n s i c  v a lu e " , c a l l in g  i t  "p u re " , "gen u in e" , "fundam ental", 
"human", " German", but w ith o u t i t s  n ecessa ry  form. They a l l  gave a 
C h r is t ia n i ty  o f th e  a u th o r, th a t  I s ,  one w ith o u t th e  form in  which 
i t  had been embodied up to  the  tim e o f the decay o f form s, w ithou t 
the  Cross. But w ith  the w ar, an e x te rn a l even t swept over people 
which made them cry  out fo r  in n e r  need s; a s o c ia l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  event



2

happened which one could no t scorn  l ik e  a cu rtsey  or anim al emblem 
as "mere" form. I f  l i f e  is  s t i l l  to  remain b e a rab le , then  s p i r i t u a l  
n e c e s s ity  must be g ran ted  to  a m erely hum an-social, most d e f in i te ly  
u n n a tu ra l ev en t. The war must be taken  sy m bo lica lly . I t  must be 
b e liev ed  in  i t s  n e c e s s i ty , fo r  people a re , in  f a c t ,  p a ss io n a te ly  a f 
fe c te d  and c a r r ie d  away by i t .  I t  cannot be laughed away l ik e  pay
ing taxes and honorary p o s itio n s  and d eco ra tio n s  as mere e x te rn a l 
forms of l i f e  under which one f r e e ly  c a r r ie s  on h is  own r e a l  l i f e .
I t  must th e re fo re  express what arose frpm d iv in e  w i l l  and d e c is io n . 
The forms of l i f e  suddenly became sober ag a in . The s a lu te  o f the  
s o ld ie r  again  became m eaningful; indeed, the symbols o f the s e c u la r  
s ta te s  even took on, fo r  the newly converted  f a i t h l e s s ,  an aura of . 
s a n c ti ty  and d iv in i ty :  so com pletely d id  they  p ro fe ss  f a i t h  in  th ese  
symbols, fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e, th a t  i t  seemed a m irac le .

Yes, forms b ind  and enslave us; th e re  i s  no freedom from 
form. What appears so is  pure crudeness of form. Nobody escapes 
the forms of human, anim al -  tran scen d in g , o f c lo th ed  l i f e .  A 
d read fu l p a t te rn ,  a p i t i l e s s  r e la t io n s h ip  re ig n s  In  form s. They give 
b i r t h  to  th a t  which they  bore w itn e ss . E ag le , cock and l io n ,  b ea r 
and whale, on s ta te  co a ts  o f arms, have become dead ly  e a rn e s t . In  
the m irro r of forms we again  examine l i f e  s in ce  we again  l iv e  under 
the yoke of war and fo r  the  sake of our s e lf -p re s e rv a t io n  must be
lie v e  th a t  i t  Is  r a th e r  the s p i r i t  th a t  b u ild s  fo r  i t s e l f  the  body 
of s o c ia l - p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .

y  In  the  war between Europeans, which faded  out in  1917 and
though the B o lsh ev is t upheaval was b rought to  the ends of the  e a r th , 
I z  was a l l  a m a tte r of n a t io n a l  symbols and form s, which l e f t  the  
main form, the C ross, untouched. The em pires and kingdoms, the  
princedoms and re p u b lic s , w ith  th e i r  t r i c o lo r s  and n a tio n a l  hymns, 
a l l  l e f t  the Cross out of the  drama; o r , as f a r  a s ; they  d id  r e ta in  
i t ,  i t  was as the  Cross of S t. George or th e  Iro n  C ross, the  oppo
n en ts  being comprised to  an equal degree. The C h ris tia n  Church was 
n e u tra l  in  the  war between Europeans. The papal no te  is su ed  in  
August 1917 expressed  th i s  fe e l in g  o f very  d e f in i te  im p a r t ia l i ty .
At the same time i t  d ec la red  the  c e r ta in  f e e l in g  th a t  the European 
war was then  a t  an end and a t  the p o in t where i t  ought to  be c a l le d  
o f f .  And i t  was. . I t  d id  end then . The s t r ik e  o f the w orkers in  
a l l  c o u n trie s  meanf: "The war fo r  money and p ro p e rty  must cease a t
once; i t  has o u tliv e d  i t s e l f . " What is  happening today (1918), s in ce  
the E a s te rn  peace , is  a new w ar, no lo n g er European, b u t a World War.

And in  th i s  war the  Cross is  no longer n e u t r a l .  The condi
t io n  o f compulsion, p ro p e llin g  the European s t a t e s  in to  th e  World 
War a lthough  t h e i r  war was a t  an end, made i t s e l f  m an ifest in  the  
form in  which the  papal in te rv e n tio n  fo r  peace was answered. England 

land I t a ly ,  Prance and R ussia d id  no t even re p ly . They would o th e r 
w ise have had to  accep t the  papal note w ith  re g a rd  to  the B o lsh e v is t 
wave which was flo o d in g  Europe. They in tren ch ed  them selves behind a 
fo re ig n  power: only th e  American P re s id e n t, only  W ilson answered the  
papal n o te .

W ith th i s  something new had happened. Our opponents in  
Europe had chosen as t h e i r  spokesman fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e the  "g re a t



n e u tra l” in  the  o th e r w orld . For the American le a d e r  appears befo re  
us in  the double ro le  of the tru e  n e u tra l  and of the  f i r s t  ”d i s in t e r 
e s te d ” b e l l ig e r e n t .

When, as a b e l l ig e r e n t ,  he stepped  in to  o p p o s itio n  to  us 
Germans, he d id  so a lso  to  the Pope as the  o th e r , th e  tru e  n e u t r a l . 
And so h en cefo rth  the  Papacy i s  lik ew ise  th re a ten e d  by him w ith  
s p i r i tu a l  weapons. The rock  of P e te r in  Rome th re a te n s  to  s in k  down 
to  a mere European n e u tra l  over a g a in s t th e  w orld judge a t  th e  Capi
to l  in  W ashington. A com pletely  new war i s  in  p ro c e ss , an American- 
European war, w ith  o th e r aim s, about o th e r is su e s  than  the  th re e  year 
war o f the European pow ers.

In th i s  new c o n f l ic t  i t  i s  no longer a q u estio n  of tra d e  and 
em pire| fo r  w e lfa re  and r ic h e s  a re  everywhere gone. Here i t  i s  a 
question  of the  forms of l i f e  and of f a i t h .  And because,;the n e c e s s i
ty  of forms i s  d isp u ted  over, the f ig h t  c e n te r s ,  th e  f ig h t  must cen
t e r  a lso  about th e  C ross.

The d e v as ta tio n  of the p re se n t campaigns can be compared w ith  
th a t  of the  T h irty  Y ear’ s War. Germany’ s f a te  in  th e  17th  cen tu ry  
seems to  resem ble the  p re se n t day fa te  of h e r n e ighbor, the fren zy  
of th e  f ig h t  f in d in g  a c o u n te rp a rt only  in  th e  b i t t e r  an im osity  o f 
the  re l ig io u s  w ars. At th a t  tim e i t  was a q u estio n  o f the  s p i r i t u a l  
rending  asu n d er, the in h e rita n c e  o f f a i t h ,  among b ro th e rs  who a l l  
stemmed from one m other’ s house; th e re fo re  the  d iv is io n  o f f a i t h  cu t 
through the  m idst o f a l l  b ro th e r-p e o p le s . From 1914-1917 the is su e  
was the g re a t d is ru p tio n  over th e  goods of t h i s  w orld; th e  w ar, as 
h e re d ita ry  d iv id e r , was supposed to  decide about t r a d e , co lo n ie s  and 
w ealth . As d i f f e r e n t  as the  aims b o th  tim es w ere, in  b o th  cases 
th e re  raged a C iv il  War. And so they  are l ik e  each o th e r in  th e  fu ry  
w ith  which the nex t-doo r neighbor i s  suddenly denied  and to rn  to  de
s tru c t io n .

The European war from 1914-1917 was a c i v i l  war bu t n o t a war 
of f a i t h .  Therefore the  n a tio n s  have brought i t  to  an end in  a kind 
of s p i r i t u a l  numbness, w ith o u t change o f m in is te r s ,  w ithou t any na
t io n a l  movement. B u t.underneath  ran  a su b te rran ean  c u rre n t o f f i r e  
which f i n a l ly  ig n ite d  the  World War, the  new war of f a i t h .

This c u rre n t o f f i r e  ra n  over in  the  new w orld which the  sons 
of Europe, the  em igrants and re fu g ees  had b u i l t  up, ran  over in to  the  
.c ru c ib le  of th e  o ld  European n a tio n s  and made th e  co n ten ts  o f the 
c ru c ib le  burn re d  h o t .  For America th i s  war i s  no c i v i l  war l ik e  the  
T h irty  Y ear’ s war or the Three Year European w ar. For America th i s  
War i s  a CruSade.

Since 1095 P ilg rim s and p reach ers  have put the  Occident In  a 
tum ult through the  news o f the  so rry  p l ig h t  o f the  Holy Sepulchre in  
Jerusalem . The Moslems, who honor in  C h ris t on ly  the  human be ing , 
no t th e  God, had r a is e d  t h e i r  h a l f  moon over th e  C ross. C h ris tia n s  
langu ished  in  s lav e ry  and C h r is tia n  c h ild re n  were m is tre a te d . Pope 
Urban I I  d ire c te d  the  u n iv e rs a l  in d ig n a tio n  in to  a u n if ie d  form. In  
the fo llow ing  y ears  in d iv id u a l bands o f v o lu n te e rs  took  the  f i e l d .  
They were m ise rab ly  shipw recked. Hot u n t i l  s e v e ra l y ears  a fte rw ard s
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was th e re  assembled the  r e a l  army of crusaders»  The W estern body of 
kn igh ts formed an a l l ia n c e  w ith  th e  Byzantine Emperor and the  C h ris
t ia n  p rin ces  o f S y ria  in  s p i te  of much a n tip a th y  and m utual d i s t r u s t ,  
and p ressed  on under unspeakable d i f f i c u l t i e s  to  th e  Holy Land. In 
d e fa tig a b le , Urban o rdered , le d  and d ire c te d  every s te p  from Rome.
The army, long to rn  by q u a rre ls  and je a lo u sy , f i n a l ly  achieved a u n i
f ie d  command. And th en , under the le a d e rsh ip  of Godfrey of B o u illo n , 
the m irac le  happenéd: on Ju ly  15, 1099 the  w a lls  o f Jerusalem  were 
sca led . The undreamt o f , c o lo s sa l even t dazzled  th e  w est a f t e r  the 
despera te  tro u b le s  and d i s i l lu s io n  o f the  p rev ious y ea r l ik e  a v i s i 
b le  m irac le  o f God.

The f i r s t  Crusade had become the  fu s in g  event which jo in ed  
the  peoples o f th e  w est in to  a u n ity  o f European Christendom . The 
m elting  po t of m ig ra tin g  peoples had in  th e  common a c t  o f th e  Cru
sades founded i t s  own community. The f a c t  o f s e t t in g  them selves o f f  
from the  o u ts id e  w orld and the  f ig h t  a g a in s t  th e  h a l f  moon u n ite d  the 
c ru sad e rs , as many tongues and c o u n tr ie s  as th e re  w ere. Under the 
s ign  o f the  C ross, the  su p e rn a tu ra l s ig n , the  war was a war a g a in s t 
the s ign  of th e  v i s ib le  heaven, th e  c re sc e n t moon. The I n f in i t e  
p r id e , the  se lf-c o n sc io u sn ess  o f C h r is t ia n i ty ,  i t s  f e e l in g  o f su p e r i
o r i ty  over a l l  ra c e s  and peoples on the  e a r th ,  as i t  t i l l  then  f i l l e d  
only th e  h e ir s  o f Rome, in s p ire d , s in ce  th e  f i r s t  C rusade, a l l  the 
young peoples of the  W est. This v ic to ry  was due n o t to  th e  Emperor, 
bu t to  the  Pope. And so the preeminence o f th e  Papacy over a l l  secu
l a r  power was sea led  w ith  th e  conquest o f Jerusalem .

Since 1914 co u n tle ss  envoys have passed  th rough the  new w orld 
o f America. What had been s tru c k  up by the  E n g lish  and French as a 
kind of Homeric, h e ro ic  alarm , th e  c ry  o f German a t r o c i t i e s ,  worked 
d i f f e r e n t ly  over th e r e . I t  became a c ry  o f h o rro r  o f to r tu re d  humani
ty* The com plaint and s lan d e r o f th e  b ro th e r  and neighbor in  the 
mouth of the  q u a rre lin g  b ro th e r , o f the  l i t i g a t i n g  p a r ty  h im se lf , i s  
one th in g ; bu t i t  i s  an o th er th in g  in  th e  e a r  o f the d is ta n t  and 
fo re ig n  descendant. What i s  th e re  in  American th e  temper and e x c i te 
ment o f the  moment, of the  time o f w ar, and rem ains so d e sp ite  a l l  
fu ry , p e t r i f i e s  here  to  th e  d re a d fu l and m edusa-like t r u t h  and r e a l 
i t y .  That word only  i s  common when from th e  h e a r t  th ro b  o f th e  ac 
tu a l  event i t  can a lso  be reconquered  and r e je c te d .  R elieved  o f the  
m a te r ia l t e s t  and v e r i f i c a t io n ,  i t  hardens l ik e  an o re . The hand
b i l l s  and pam phlets which b a t t l in g  Europe has screamed acro ss  have 
become l ik e  b ra ss  p l a t e s . The a t r o c i t i e s  o f the  Germans a re  t r u th s  
in  America as th e  a t r o c i t i e s  of the  Moslems in  P a le s t in e  were t r u th s  
a t  the  Council a t  Clerm ont.

A Crusade, a d is in te r e s te d ,  s e l f l e s s  war i s  now the  b a t t l e  
a g a in s t the  s u lta n s  and emperors of the  o ld  w ar. Not a c i v i l  war 
over land  and people or over r e l ig io u s  forms and a n c e s tra l  t r a d i t i o n ,  
bu t a war a g a in s t the a rch  enemy o f humanity has broken out and i s  
being c e n tr a l ly  d ire c te d  by th e  p re s id e n t in  th e  White House a t  Wash
in g to n . The people of good w i l l ,  no, q u ite  sim ply , th e  good people 
a re  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t  the  e v i l ,  th e  German m il i ta r is m  which en slav es  
human b e in g s , which co n sid e rs  them e v i l  and th e re fo re  ru le s  them w ith  
d i s t r u s t  and policem en. Am erica, on the  o th e r  hand, i s  the  lan d  
which i s  ru le d  w ith  thé  new and good form , w ith  the  n a tu ra l  form of
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psychology. Not fo r  no th ing  has "psychology" always been the p rid e  
of the American, even befo re  the  war. He in n o cen tly  b e lie v es  he can 
p ra c tic e  the  in e x p lic a b le  magic of th e  management of so u ls . The a r t  
of psychology tak es  the p lace  fo r  him of the  b r u ta l  power which he 
in c o n te s ta b ly  b e lie v es  dominant in  th e  em pires. He w i l l  th e re fo re  
come to  the he lp  of the noble and only s i s t e r  re p u b lic  in  o ld  Europe, 
which a lso  i s  b u i l t  upon "psychology", on lead in g  th e  masses or de
ceiv in g  the m asses, on th e  so v e re ig n ity  of th e  peo p le ; Prance i s  
America’ s only n a tu ra l  a l ly  in  Europe. Prance i s  the Holy Land to  
America| the French R evolu tion  has endeavored to  adopt in to  Europe 
someday the noble d o c trin e s  of the  American D e c la ra tio n  o f Independ
ence and r ig h ts  o f man. P a ris  i s  the chosen c i t y ,  which i t  i s  neces
sary  to  save not only as the Mecca o f C iv i l iz a t io n  bu t as the Je ru 
salem of Humanity. America a l l i e d  w ith  England, on the  o th e r hand, 
only from the  fo rce  of circum stances and in t e r e s t s .

Ju s t as the  r e l a t io n  between the c ru sad e rs  and the  B yzantines 
was poisoned w ith  d i s t r u s t  and je a lo u sy , w ith  the scorn  o f the  Byzan
t in e s  fo r  the  w estern  u p s ta r t s ,  w ith  the in d ig n a tio n  o f the P ran k ish  
h e ir s  of Rome a t th e  arrogance of the  e a s te rn e r s ,  so l i t t l e  d id  a 
warm fe e lin g  u n ite  Americans and English® But only ac ro ss  th e  mod
ern C o n stan tin o p le , only acro ss  London does the  way le a d  in to  the  
the Holy Land. And the B r i t i s h  Empire must make the  b e s t o f a bad 
barg a in  fo r i t s  own en feeb len ess , th rough America.

We s tan d  in  the  m iddle of th i s  c ru sad e , w hich, as 800 y ears  
ago, i s  d ire c te d  from acro ss  th e  sea w ith  a f a n ta s t i c  ex ag gera tion  
of a l l  power and re so u rce s  and w ith  swaggering and b o a s tin g . But 
because the m eltin g  po t o f the new w orld i s  b o il in g  over h e re , be
cause the. power of im ag ina tion  i s  in flam ed , because the  fu tu re  o f 
mankind must be saved from th e  Huns, th e re fo re  the  m easures o f th i s  
w orld of id eas  w i l l  have to  be somehow s a t i s f i e d  by th e  even ts  be 
fo re  the a rd o r can cool o f f .  To save Belgium or hand A lsace-L orra ine  
over to  Prance - o r - above a l l ,  to  overth ro w ,th e  two im p e ria l thrones 
- any one m ighty sym bolical a c t  alone I s  s u f f ic ie n t  to  b r in g  to  an 
end such a f i r s t  Crusade. Because America f in d s  h e r s e l f  f i r s t  and 
forem ost in  th i s  war, c e r ta in  and determ ined , th e re  i s  need o f a 
sym bolical even t than  can become the  s e a l and s e c u r i ty  of th e  fu tu r e .

But what i s  the  dogma fo r  which America i s  f ig h t in g ?  I t  i s  
t h i s : Man i s  good! T yrants f a l s i f y  and commit v io len ce  w ith  h is
tru e  n a tu re , Human n a tu re  c re a te s  out of i t s e l f  peace and freedom, 
the  bro therhood o f man and ju s t i c e .  Only p r in c e s  p reven t t h i s  n a t 
u ra l  harmony. A ll peoples could  l iv e  nob ly , f r e e ly  ranged to g e th e r  
l ik e  the  s ta r s  in  the firm am ent; <t h a t ’ s how we l iv e  in  th e  New World. 
W ell, we want to  b r in g  th ese  b le s s in g s  to  the  o ld  w orld to o l

Even in  peace th e  only form th a t  had an e f f e c t  as being  a 
l iv in g  one m idst the fo rm lessness o f American ed u ca tio n  and m idst th e  
crudeness of p u b lic  l i f e ,  was the  American f la g .  The c h ild re n  o f im
m ig ran ts , In  th e  Jew ish s e c tio n  of New York, fo r  example, re c e iv e  no 
o th er n a tio n a l in s t r u c t io n  than  to  dance and s in g  an hour every  day 
around the  f la g .  But now in  th e  war the  c u l t  o f the f la g  has become 
the d ec la red  sym bolical language of Americanism, The s ta r - s p a rk le d  
banner has been d e c la red  sac red  by law . In  the lan d  of m il i ta r is m ,
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only m il i ta ry  persons are re q u ire d  to  s a lu te  when f la g s  and standards 
are d riven  past« But woe to  the  c iv i l i a n  in  America who does n o t sa
lu te  the s ta r-sp an g le d  banner. The s ta r-sp a n g le d  banner -  th a t  Is  
the America w ith  i t s  48 f re e  s t a t e s ,  th a t  i s  the n a tu ra l  freedom of 
people l iv in g  side  by side  on the e a r th , th a t  i s  th e  league o f na
tio n s  in  which every n a tio n  has room to  shine l ik e  a s t a r ,  whether 
b ig  or l i t t l e .  What the i n f i n i t e  heaven guaran tees the s t a r s :  p lay 
room, to  ca rry  out one’ s own c a re e r unm olested, - t h a t ,  the  poor, 
crowded e a r th  should and w i l l  be ab le  to  guaran tee to  people under 
the s ta r-sp an g le d  b anner.

A f in a l  word i s  to  be added to  complete the  p ic tu re  of a 
m ighty crusade movement: America i t s e l f  c a l l s  i t s  war a c ru sad e . To 
America i t s e l f  the  b e l ie f  i s  no t fo re ig n  th a t  the  f ig h t  fo r  the  h ig h 
e s t  b le s s in g s , which once s e t  f re e  Jerusalem , i s  now being  re p e a te d . 
The connection o f the  two emperors w ith  th e  arch-enemy o f th a t  tim e, 
w ith  the Turkish  c a lip h  and w ith  Islam , s tren g th en s  th i s  eq u ation  by- 
v ir tu e  o f the deep a v e rs io n  towards th e  h a l f  moon which s t i l l  f i l l s  
the b re a s ts  of a l l  C h r is t ia n s . The P res id en t today c a l l s  the  f a i t h 
fu l  new world to  a u n ite d  w orld o rd er a g a in s t th e  dying o ld  w orld.
Not u n in te n tio n a lly  d id  he d e c la re  war on Good F rid ay . And h is  mes
sages r e c a l l  Urban’ s e n c y c lic a ls  w ith  t h e i r  noble tu rn s  of ex p ress io n  
and lo f ty  th o u g h ts . His address a t  th e  grave of W ashington on Ju ly  4, 
1918 d isp lay ed  every known m agical power th a t  can today sweep human 
h e a r ts  to  f a i t h .  J u s t  as s in c e re ly  as then  the  banner o f th e  c ro s s , 
th e  s ta r-sp a n g le d  banner i s  today b rand ished  as the  b r in g e r  o f b e t te r  
tim e s .

Thus America b e a ts  a t  E u rope 's  g a tes  w ith  a lo f ty  countenance. 
And Europe must trem b le , fo r  i t  has f o r f e i t e d  the  r ig h t  o f c o n tr a s t 
ing the c ro ss  w ith  the  s ta r -sp a n g le d  b an n er.

Is  then  the s ta r -sp a n g le d  banner h e r e t ic a l  in  the  C h r is tia n  
sense? And what i s  i t s  heresy?

The s ta r -sp a n g le d  banner i s  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t  th e  d o c tr in e  of 
law and o r ig in a l  s in . To i t  people have no t gone a s tr a y  and are  no t 
confused In  t h e i r  p a ss io n s , no t In  danger of te a r in g  each o th e r to  
p ieces in  war; and th e re fo re  i t  c a s ts  a s id e  the  law , the  f i r s t  g re a t 
covenant of God w ith  man, which He e s ta b lis h e d  to  check th e  e v i l  w i l l  
of the  n a tio n s  and to  make peace and o rd e r secure  on e a r th . America’ s 
heresy  Is  Humanism. The Cross teaches th a t  lo v e , in  e te r n a l  s u rp r is e ,  
overcomes the  e te r n a l  order of the  law , th a t  16ve and law a re  bo th  in  
the world a t  the  same tim e. Humanism i s  the  h e re sy  o f the  l a s t  cen
tu ry  th a t  b e lie v es  in  the p r io r i t y  of the  love sermon. America i s  
the f i l i a l  land  which tu rn s  a g a in s t the  European fa th e r la n d  because 
i t  fo rg e ts  I t s  dowry and which hence m ight shake o f f  the  p a re n ta l  

\ c ro ss .

America does n o t see any th ing  p a r t i c u la r  In  the  f a c t  th a t  
Europe sen t over to  i t  no t wolves b u t peop le , educated  p eo p le . I t  
has fo rg o tte n  the re d s k in s . The p o p u la tio n  of I t s  m e ltin g  po t America 
tak es  fo r  something " n a tu r a l" . I t  does n o t co n sid e r th a t  th ese  En
g l is h ,  Germans, I r i s h ,  P o les , I t a l i a n s  had a l l  a lre ad y  been stamped 
and educated by the  law of the o ld  fa th e r la n d  b e fo re  th ey  f i l l e d  the



new world in  the stormy d riv e  fo r  freedom. And so America s t ic k s  
only to  the dogma of lo v e , which worked i t s e l f  out in  the  new lan d , 
and l e t s  f a l l  the  b a s is  of th i s  dogma, th e  dogma of law and of the 
s in fu ln e ss  of the  n a tu ra l  anim al man* America has had th in g s  too 
easy. Year in  year out Europe d e liv e re d  to  America a d u l t ,  fu ll-g ro w n  
freemen and c o lo n is ts .  Europeans were the b r ic k s  w ith  which America 
could b u ild  i t s  house. Europeans i they  are  no longer people in  the  
s ta te  of n a tu re , as they were born out of t h e i r  m others’ womb, bu t 
people f i l l e d  w ith  id e a s , people w ith  c u l tu r e . Thus, America saved 
the s p i r i tu a l  f a c to r ie s ,  the  ed u ca tio n a l in s t i t u t i o n s  and coercive 
e stab lish m en ts , fo r  the  g re a t p a r t ,  in  which the s p i r i t  o f the law in  
Europe i s  in c e s sa n tly  reb o rn . Not u n t i l  the  War, which ends the  emi
g ra tio n  to  America, i s  America f i n a l ly  deprived  of th i s  advan tage , 
th is  red u c tio n  in  co st of i t s  in s t i t u t i o n s  o f l i f e .  Europe had to  
and must s t i l l  continue to  s u s ta in  a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of l i f e  in  com
p le te n e ss , those  of the  Old Testament as w e ll as those o f the New.
For i t  is  the  n a tu re  o f European c u ltu re  to  be r e a l ly  s e l f - s u f f ic in g ,  
th a t  i s ,  to  beget and to  p reserv e  com pletely  w ith in  i t s e l f  a l l  i n s t i 
tu tio n s  fo r  the  educa tion  of the human r a c e .

Up to  now America has saved a p a r t  of th ese  in s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  
im punity and from them has drawn i t s  conclusions -  wrong c o n c lu s io n s . 
America’ s he resy  o r ig in a te s  in  the p r iv i le g e  which was ass igned  to  
i t  as the Benjamin of c u l tu r e . She co n sid e rs  h e r fu n c tio n  to  be the 
v o rtex  of peoples from th e  European w orld of s t a t e s ,  the  one N a tu ra l 
th in g , and so w ishes to  s e t  f re e  the  peoples o f Europe from th e i r  
’’m edieval” s tru c tu re  of s t a t e s .  She w ishes to  induce Europe to  throw 
overboard a p a r t  of i t s  s u p e rs tru c tu re  and r ig g in g  only because up to  
now she has been ab le  to  c a rry  on in  the wake of Europe w ithou t the  
su p e rs tru c tu re  and r ig g in g .

Because America co n sid ers  s ta l e  th e  p recep t o f the  Old T es ta 
ment, of the l i f e  of peoples based upon the se c u la r  le v e l  of being  
educated in  l e g a l i t y ,  and co n sid e rs  the s ta te  as a mere a s s o c ia tio n  
of im m igrants, th e r e , th e re fo re , a r is e  on h e r s o i l  a l l  the  naive 
h o rro rs  th a t  a s to n ish  u s. Lynching, ta r r in g  and fe a th e r in g , the ex
ten s iv e  v e n a li ty  of o f f i c i a l s  and judges, in  s h o r t , a d e n ia l o f the  
s im p lest law fu ln ess , has so f a r  been the p r ic e  which the  m e ltin g  pot 
must pay fo r  i t s  star*-spangled banner. The c r i s i s ,  however, in  which 
i t s  f a i t h  i s  a t  s ta k e , i s  th i s  w ar, in  which th e  o f f ic e  of p re s id e n t 
i t s e l f ,  th a t  means the f a i t h  in  the  s tan d a rd  b e a re r , i s  bding weighed. 
For th i s  p re s id e n t changes today from a p eace fu l r u le r  to  a le a d e r  o f 
w ar. The c o n s t i tu t io n  of the army, how ever,' i s  th e  embodiment of the  
n a tu re  of the law, of the  a u th o r i ty  of the European s t a t e ,  which has 
been spared America up to  now. But th i s  c a l l s  f o r th  a l l  the  c o n tra 
d ic tio n s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  of the n a tio n a l o rd e r; and so every a p p o in t
ment of o f f ic e r s  in  the American army i s  today  a n a i l  in  the  c o f f in  
of i t s  c o n s t i tu t io n .

^But Europe has no t th e  r i g h t  to  ho ld  the  Cross a g a in s t America. 
Europe i t s e l f  has c re a te d  the nou rished  the  d e lu s io n  o f b ro th e r  Jona
th an . America’ s crusade s h a t te r s  the c o n s tru c tiv e  work which the  
Cross d is t r ib u te d  among th e  n a tio n s  o f the w est and so ends th e  e ra  
which arose w ith  the  f i r s t  c ru sad e . But th a t  happens only  because 
the  n a tio n s  of the  w est have d e f in i te ly  broken away from f a i t h  in  the
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Cross in  th e i r  th re e  year c i v i l  war. A gainst tru e  f a i t h  h e resy  is  
pow erless; a g a in s t complete f a i th le s s n e s s , however, e n th u s ia s t ic  
f a l s e - f a i t h  must p re v a il .

The Europeans n a tio n s  have lo s t  th e i r  f a i t h  s in ce  they  claim 
ed th e i r  p e c u lia r  n a tio n a l o rd er of l i f e  as n a t io n a l ,  f re e  p ro p e rty  
and s e t them selves up fo r  m astery  of i t .  The people o f Europe fo rg o t 
the  s in g le  d iffe ren c e  which sep a ra te s  them from the people of N ature, 
th a t  they are reborn  out of the  s p i r i t F o r  t h i s  r e b i r t h  out o f the 
s p i r i t  of C h ris t p e r ta in s  no t only to  in d iv id u a ls  bu t a lso  to  n a tio n s . 
In the l a s t  thousand years  a d e f in i te  fu n c tio n  was incumbent on the 
in d iv id u a l n a tio n s  in  the common l i f e  o f European C h r is t ia n i ty .  This 
ta sk  in  the  whole o f c iv i l i z a t io n  bestowed upon th e  g re a t peoples 
th e i r  d ig n ity ; and the in s t i t u t i o n s  and e stab lish m en ts  which were c re 
a ted  by each n a t io n a l i ty  fo r  the fu l f i l lm e n t  of th i s  ta s k  p ro te c te d  
Europe a g a in s t the  b a rb a r ia n s . These m ighty c re a t io n s , l ik e  the  
Church, P a r is , the E n g lish  P arliam en t, the  P ru ss ian  g en era l s t a f f  — 
they  ennobled th e i r  p o ssesso rs  in to  g re a t pow ers.

H ardly, however, were the g re a t powers e s ta b lis h e d  on the 
b a s is  o f n a t io n a l i ty  -  and i t  re q u ire d  p re c is e ly  the  l a s t  cen tu ry  to  
complete I t  -  when the  n a tio n  a ro se , became v a in , fo rg o t th a t  the 
Cross had assigned  th i s  ta sk  to  i t ,  and d e c la re d  the  n a tu r a l ,  p re -  
C h ris tia n  man as the  c re a to r  o f th ese  endowments. Europe fo rg o t i t s  
o r ig in  in  the C rusades, fo rg o t i t s  m other, the  Church of th e  C ross.
The n a tio n s  d ec la red  them selves the chosen people w ithou t any i n t e r 
m ediate in s t ig a t io n  o r m ed ia tion  fo r  th i s  favo r by Christendom . They 
paganly derived  th e i r  own incom parableness from th e i r  ra c e s  and th e i r  
spec ies  of an im al• To tra c e  t h i s  d is s o lu t io n  from the  cu ltu re-w ho le  
would be a sep a ra te  ta s k . Here i t  i s  s u f f ic ie n t  th a t  America has 
th i s  s ig h t befo re  h e r e y e s , From the  s e l f - a d u la t io n  o f the  n a tio n s , 
i t  may be in fe r r e d  th a t  they  are  a l l  equal b e fo re  God. The g re a t 
powers w i l l  thus be destro y ed  and th e re  w i l l  be an end to  th e  s e le c 
t iv e  process and a rc h ite c tu re  o f Europe. Europe s h a l l  be in h a b ite d  
again  by p u re ly  n a tu ra l  people l iv in g  s id e  by s id e , accord ing  to  the 
creed  o f the s ta r -sp a n g le d  banner. The o rg a n iz a tio n  of n a tio n s  ac
cording to  the ta sk s  w ith in  C h r is t ia n i ty  i s  abandoned. A league o f 
n a tio n s  of n a tu ra l  men s h a l l  a r i s e .

Thus America* s crusade I s  by no means d ire c te d  only a g a in s t 
u s . Her a l l i e s  too  s h a l l  be ru in e d . Thus f a r  i t  i s  even tru e  th a t  
we s h a ll  no t fa re  worse than  h e r a l l i e s .  She w i l l  only  put an end 
to  m ilita r ism  as the p a r t ic u la r  g i f t  o f Germany to  th e  r e s t  o f the  
w orld, as she w i l l  put an end to  E n g lan d 's  m issio n ary  p o s it io n  o r 
Ita ly *  s q u a li ty  as the  su p p o rte r o f the Church. But in  a l l  t h i s  the 
n a tio n s  them selves a re  tak in g  the  le ad  s in ce  they  fo rg o t th a t  th ey  
were supposed to  ho ld  an o f f ic e  in  Christendom .

And so Europe th re a te n s  to  become a w o rth le ss  agglom eration 
o f P o le s , Czechs, I r i s h ,  Germans, E s to n ia n s , F in n s , F lem ish, I t a l i a n s ; 
ru in  th re a te n s  l ik e  th a t  brought by A laric*  s march against* Rome. But 
even th a t  time A la ric  was v ic to r io u s  because C h r is t ia n i ty  was corroded 
w ith  Arianism . America i s  v ic to r io u s  today because o f the n a t io n a l
ism and humanism in  which the  European peoples indu lged . L ike^A laric , 
W ilson i s  a m ild  and r e s p e c tfu l  v ic to r .



C h r is t ia n i ty  ex p erien ces, now as then , th a t  only a f re e  Church 
Is  capable of saving up fo r  the  th i r d  m illennium  the In c o rru p tib le  
t r u th  th a t  has been re p re se n te d  in  th a t  proud European c u ltu re . Por 
ag a in s t the  American h eresy  o f the  s ta r-sp a n g le d  banner the  Church 
alone may uphold in  calm m ajesty  the r ig h t  c reed , the  news o f the 
Cross w ith  i t s  e te r n a l  c o n f l ic t  between law and lo v e .


