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He prayed that’ we should not “and could ot ask for. exemption from trouble; but
" this is precisely what. .everyone of us ‘does ask for.” He read to us the six .
" chapter of the.letter to the Ephesians on the _povers and prin ipal:.ties wh:Lc  C
promise us just this: exemption from trouble. ‘

ministry on this layman's Suhday, the: Sunday of “the’ Reformation. ,So. today, if -
you will allow me this i'ipure of speech, e xespond to his psalm, sermon and
prayer “of last Sunday. & AR T

with less fervor than we should.-* The selections in the book are too short, too

‘speaker from. the mouths of those who listen to hims ,Is ibt.nob so that when we

" this variatioh does the first utterance gain its full foree.v 'A$ a responsive
" reading written’ ’large, I ask you to consider today's sermon. I have listened -

- powers a semblance of the spirit as-wdll as a place in‘the heavens. Spiritual *

‘ Macaulay ‘has writtén that he approachad as'near as human‘infirmity‘permits to.
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“We, the lay people of tiris church, “have been asked by ‘him to respond ‘to his

" Ve go through the respons:.ve ‘readings in the back of our hymn' book perhaps ‘ -

argitrary, and I think in our congregation we might give morée honor to ths great
Téxts of our Bible » because I think in the responsive readings more than any

other part of" our service the spirit of the living word comes to life. " In the
responsive read:mgs there is great revelation because the word comes back to ‘the
have listened[ only then'do we know what we have said 4@ a- ‘friend's  moibh resps nds?
The listener will and must vary the. line the first ‘speaker. hag intoned: Only in

to Mr: House in seriousness and my sermon will take up his.text from Ephesians;
chapter 6;. verse 122 "For our: fight is not against any physical ‘enemys © It 1§
against organizations ‘that are Spiritual.. We are up against‘ovérlérds who sway
us as far as we are part and parcel of this.dark world, -and'against spilritual
agents who are so impresbive betause they seem to stém‘from heaven.* .
The King James vérsfon says here:fagainst wickednéss in.high placesy ‘i
My own translation 'brings out the colossal trickery of ‘tha devilra little mofe:
plainly by reminding yon that-the aptdtle Paul explicitly ascribes’to these & -

agencies or agents paralﬂe us Who at flrst sight imprees us as angels of 111ght
and 2s° heavenly orders. . - L0 v

It is most difficult for- any modern reader to understand e:.’(.har tha ng
James version or the one here offered by myself. ¥hat is wickedness.in high
olaces" What are ‘the’ impressive spiritual agents- gho’ seem.to stem'from heaven?

A sim:.lar difficulty I find'today in the scriptural text'from Romans. Princi~-
palxties areé mentiored; and powers. Who are they? TWhat' are deiminions?

‘I am pressing for'a prec:.sé understanding of these dark passages.™ And in
.ordér to px‘ove to you that this is a matter in which you are déeply involved.
yourself; 1 remind you of your ewn sing;ng every Sunday. In the doxology:of: the y
Praise God from whom all bléssing$ flow, there is at least one 115 eiwhich is ./
every bit as puzzling as the verses'ity‘Romans or Ephesians. baul's letters
we are forewarned against -angels, powers'and forées which' separatequs from‘our’
trus GCod who js our father through the love of Chiist in:the commutiion-of the v
» holy spirit.- And yet » every jthe liturgy assumes that these ihtermediary" agencies
not only exiht., no, we assert that they are benign, that wé can speak to them,
;hat we may" influence them. For, each Sunday we sing’ “Pra:.se 'Him above;yé Heaven-

y Host": .
" We then admit that a host of spirits roam above s But-v:e«alao tallc %o (B
them confxdentia).ly as we might talk to the creaturesgn o belbw, - to.ass.ahd. ox,
bees and trees. And as we’ “invite the moaning and groaning criéatures, to' help as
praise the creator,-we also invite the Heavenly Host. 'Is this.just'a dead-relic?
If so, Reformation Day would be a good day to cast out this- lihe forever.® =
Protestants must not carry any dead weight. But let us go ‘slew. ‘Ouf Doxology
was written by Bishop Ken, a Non-Juror of the days of #illiam -dnd ‘Mary. .Of him

the ideal perfec\:ion of Christian virtiie.” ‘And the wicked- King ‘Charles II used
“$o'say: ‘Now I ‘shall go and hdar Bishop Ken tell me of my faults.

Now this same good Bishop admits powers between himself and God whom he
‘invites to praise God together with him. I always-have been.struck by the .
boldness of his line, and I catch myself in states when I am not too clear . N
about its impact’ on wy salvation. .

‘I do think that we all'are accustomed to brush aside the intemﬂdiary
powers as dangerous to silvation. And before asking for their heavenly charac-
ter, it may be best to agree on Romans 8 where Paul puts. them in their place.’

T shall begin, . thpt is, with the same negation as Paul ~:the Chrigtian resist.ance
against powers and hosts - of Heaven. A young Christian Negro schqyo;l. teacher ix}
Kenya, Africa,’ has shown us. She declined to take the Mau Nau cath because -
T4t prescribed unlimited obedience to the Mau Mau order of hatred. And she ‘was
beaten to death for this rex‘usi& t.o acknoui;edge the intermed: ary pemer of the
t.ribal ordere : .. ) : i . 1y




v —

:.A yery close fr:.end ‘of mine was - the most popular: Roman ‘Cathelic writer
of the twentieih centmry in Germany, Joseph Wittig. We joined; ands., in our

. wvork and we have prayed in responsive reading of the psalms together. o

. But ohe-day his Life of Jesus was put on the Roman Index, and as:he rec&tiested

to be told the reason for this, he, instead of being’ told, was exconmunicated -

from his'beloved éhurch.~.-The present Pope ten years later, ‘has said that he

never read a more beautiful book than this which Rome condemned. So you .must

realize that a faithful son of -his church was nearly killed by this excomunj.—

cation which was based on Canon 231l of the Canon Law Bogk.  He, Joseph Wittig, .
wrote, 'But I stand'in the faith that neither fire nor water nor .the canon
231 can separaté me from the love of Christ'. Here was tbe letter of the,
Romans in full action, in full‘agony and'as a means of: true salvation.. For,,
to this friend writhing in shame and vexation; the Church, his Chu.rch, had been
the beloved mother, the .star from the -sea. Rome had been-a part of the heaven-»
1y host who praised God and whom we beg to praise God.

Let me use a third example: in 1939 a German taught at Union Theological
Seminary in New York. He was loved and respected here as well as in Great ..
Britain, and a {ine career was open io him. But he hated Hitler and-all his
works. Ane he felt that Germany was left without the Guardian Angel which is
protecting every nationi. The powers of darkness ruled in his native,land.’ |
Dietrich Bonnhoefer said: 'I must pray for the downfall of ‘Hitler who defiles.

‘Germany. But since I pray for his defeat, I must return to my country w}nch_

I love and when it passes through the valley of defeat, I must share this,
defeat.! Dietrich Bonnhoeffer has become the ehining example of a Christian .
martyr through this act of returning ‘under the intermediary powers, yet resist-
ing them. His violent death by Nazi hand has made his name shine with the
saints:  Dietrich Bonnhoeffer, whose fight was not with a physxcal enemy, but
with wickedness in high places, with "an impressive agent who seemed to be the
government.”

Out of these three examples, the Mau Mau oath refused, the Canon 2311;
weathered, the guardian angel over Germany disappearing, we mey find the solu-
tion of our riddle. Thé tribal family, the ecclisiatical-polity, the national
government, they:all are indispensable to our life on this globe. .And there.is
a certain priority in their oppressing us which stems. from.the date of their
appearance . But ‘because they ara 'indispensable, they tend to become God Almighiy.
It is always thé latest garment of God's,creation which pretends ‘to be God
himself. In-our time the latest is the organization,.henoe the craze for
organization, 'is playing God. Machines promise to replace our wmind. When the

‘navy sends out. a letter I.am told, sixteen copies are made.. This number of

. sixteen strikes me as'self~destruction, as a pompous apininity.. The Belgian

" smiispoincipalities.-.-Fecause they are so recent:the text of the King James.

Y

. the professor said: 'The doctor's duty is to comfort always; 'to relieve
"1y, to cure rarely, - The number of patients that a doctor sees'that hejcan’ cure

"sign his name more than: 1200 times. ' We are drunk with.eprganization. Even the

-has done exactly this. He-has.insertéd in the letter to the Ephesians the very
-word "organizations'.  Our ‘present day:tempters get. away unidentified because

minister of finance had.tosign documents for a loan in #ashington. He had. to

church is streamlined with educational directors and what not. . Organization )

is God. ‘An organizer told me &lready ten years ago: ! WWE can and we will'  organize
adventure and even love .and, friendship as well for peopie and they will be
forced to be happys.* So as. the family once was too, arrogant and children had '

to be emancipated from family bondage, later on the nation poisoned the mind.

of man. The nation, we heard; could-do:no.wronge . Then the Church set herself
up as infallible. Amongst us," science and' organization are the. latest angels,

version does not speak of thiem. But we.must: put' in this word "organization"
¢learly, and I am glad to report that:the excellent translator, J.B. Hil¥ips,

the devil alway$ lids new names; and-as- -dong as we listen to the new names, with-
out subsuming them under ‘the! Bible,.we.are helpless. = -
Every generation is manipulated by agencies of our Creator, of God the’
Father, who do not care to praise.God but to advertise themselves.. Then, these
agencies must -be checked by. the brothers and sisters of the Son ‘2nd Redeemer. )
God has given us 2 twofold mccess to Hic will:  through the Father we enioy e
family, Church State, technologpy. Through the Son_we Keep_these i_gg,e_;;media_gy
H-thelr places. 'l‘his is th_;e__d_e_g secret of the Trinity.. God's spirit .
to us twofold. . : . T — g
A few days ago I received a let.ter from a fine medical student vhosa ‘father
is a good doctor of the poor in Lowell, Mass. The student left one ‘school of
medicine because there science seemed to kil) the ‘spirit of healing. Noir,: in
the new place, he listened to his first lecture with great joy. This. i:;what
requent—

i8 very few; the number that he can relieve is very numerous;
comfort all. And those doctors that don't realize that their ’p



In fact, he is in Heaven through thls u_mple humlllty. "And therefore,‘the S
‘professor of medicine and his student both have the' rlght to 1ntomeiour 1ine, S
~TPraise h1m above, Ye Heavenly Hosts' : Let us sum up. R AR S

v L -‘. “

‘With our body ‘and m1nd, our laWS and mores, we-;are embedded in God
the Father's physical creation, moral institutions and mental hlstories, our
families, our nations and our organizations, our banks and our economical :
"processes of production and dlstrlbutlon, our schools and our sciences and
" techniques.” But with our soul we pieérce the curtain of earthly forms and
heaveniy powers; with out soul we are linked to God the Son's redemptive
power. And this power streams into us so that we may be more than farmers,
more than bankers, more than unlvereltles, more than the United btates, ,
and even more than science.~ ) : . -l : .

As God's chlldren we nust take Most serlously hls angels. As Christlans
we must ridicule any exaggerated claim they make of being ends in themselves.
This, then,"is the trouble from whlch we never, never, never may ask to be
exempted. - o N ‘ .

The moré troubles thess powers promise to take from us, the more we have
to take the trouble to see to it that they praise Him from whom all blessings
flow, and that in praising him, they remain small. :Because at all times = -
God himself may entei. in his most unexpected mannexr.« Pralse Him above, Ye
Heavenly Hosts. Amen.“~ L e P
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Pastoral Prayer October 28, 1990"

hﬁow glorious is thy croation, o Lord. Thou hast placed ts in the m?dﬂt
thess gresn mounbtaling, of thess brooks and grdves. And abvove,
ceclsre thy deslre for teaching us the grandiose ry
their constellatlons in tze firmamant. ﬁ
Slowly do sun and moon nove}
Poa*t* may loera bis

!

thy 8% zing

g of the stors and -
3 atcrfalls and rains soko hashos
thov procesd in opeab soloanldy oo

aat ouw
auiek as woell 21 tho slow bsat.
To our country thou hast given years of lmprobable plenty, aye of gbunda
and auuerabu&aaqce Oupr poor would appear eatremely rlch to thse eyes of .th»
wealthy of Jformer days. Thou allowest more than one hundred and sixty mile
lion people to live in these United States in peaseful cooperatiocn, on a lan
onwhich some centurles ago perhaps one million eked out a misersble exfist
And who are these modern millioms ? Thou hast glven this land to fuglsi
‘ves, rofugees, immigranta, exlles indentured servants, %o the offsoring of
alaves, to religlous ssctarians and non=conformists, nonejurors, in short
" $o those rejected by other orders or %o those who rejected these othor orw
- ders, to the hopelecss, the stateless, the excommuniecatod; and thou hast showm
‘thy mercy to their offspring so that they live under a constitution which is
the envy and model for whole continents. And our machinea change the surfacs
of the globs in glgantic opsrations. 1
Free Churches and a powerful government taka carc of us spirtutally th» o
"Churches and matarlally the government, ih helplosa youth -and in “olploss oL
ages

o

€

In this thy glo“y wa nroudlv rarticipate. Ve are acceptinmg those benells:
88 thourh we had done 1t all. Hence while we should look up to fthy glory, -
‘clearly ‘must thou see our weaknesg from on high, Deep down in our heard, wo
know ; evory ons of us, that thou ert the givur' 8till when we get *oaﬁth\@g d
ﬂma are liksly to boust that we did it ourselves, We busk in thy sunshino; ¢v

i* the next minute, we bras aboub our own enlizhtened roason, w“i“« we pean

"in the cosmic eocrets o thy mattor, we explodo the glove's rescurcss Lo
certalin destruntion,

-

LRI

- Thou hast placed us a 1little lower than the angels, and wo align ag often

oo notl
~With the fallen angols who deny thelr fealty to thee and who strut- be it o seci-]
“enge or an art or sose feshionablef= ism' invading even tuy church with thels
fada cnd organisations and thelr pagan manipulations of auman boings withoul
hy wille

Humil’a. d by our own fait vlessness, exalted by thy infinite faith 1in uwa, wo

27 nol approach thy throne by our own norit or powwr. lot as indlwviduals, o
OEL from the tree of ocur race by our prida and our rabtlonalisation By WO Ou*f
- approanh usu undar the

19 hoad thou hast glven us, thy only bsgotten Son. We ro
nize that the Spiritiof Jesus musi hava reforimed our mindz,” the S»nirit or !

Christ, befaore wo are sblos to recvive the Splrit, Thy Spirli, as thy marchls - »
orcers for our noxb dave. We recornisze that our proud institutions will not g7veu$
us 1i-ht unless thay are nmanned by chuldren of thy 1ifut, We recigsnize tial +—
Sel&ct men, Govornors, the Conzress must fall ug, i1f wo fail then thrously cow-
hrd*ce. indiffersnce, groede. Gront us nat the taleviaslon but the noar vizion..

‘becems unsPttled by the far awey sensation, will turn us into a robe *ngtym‘

B transfornm us into a natlon that can sottle its unsettled affairs, For I
S years2 there kas bsen no wianlaous peacs besn concluded. tsach us to form thgaw
aew Jorma of vesco, of cllakoration, of intercourss, tiosc new. struc»urﬂs of

hureh or Stetes which shall acknowledze thy parpetusl rzformatlion of tay pUOw
ples and thy continsnts. Teach us to ackhowledre o thy refor ﬂation of ovxr heo

Refdrm ug for thy Kingdonm. Amen.

0 ‘mi-wa

_Thou hast formed-us, O Lords

!




