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The wailers.

Humanrhiotory begins with funerals. When you finc a living
being who does not kun gway from = corpse but who stunds by and
buries it, W& is human. Budais have buried their slein comrades
in the midst of dangers. Obviously they felt that their own huma-
nity was at stuke in tne act.

The funerarzl is the visible wction of & group by which the
lovesong between mates is transfercd from the animal kingaom,
for crecting cortinuity betrcen theuewu cnc the living. In the
w.ilc of tne mourners a«t « funcr:l, the gpecimen’s instinct

‘

for recicl nersetuity is esploitew. Yo purpose of the wilers is
%8ansferéd the cnergie. whica overpower the inaividuals who mate;
the dircction of these energies is rever: w. Whils phy. icel
Proosgation fuces forvera, to younger life, tue Iuner 1 dirges
face buckwora, to the ucwu. The result of tue funercl ie the
crecvion of w common and perpetuous Lime:spun in whicu the desa
and the living shire. The eyes of tue dead remain open. Any
totempole strooces tnis fact. the eyes of frtner, grandfather,
grectgrandfatuer look down «s £till onen, as unbroken. By treating
theue eyes of tune wtncestors ¢s still open, the liviig is made to
succeee in their sn»nirit., The lugubrious wails of tribal funerals
remine us most viviaely of tne sounds procuceu bu snimels who

mate. For, the rnimsl's lovesong is lugubrious, too.
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The galety ol the minstrel's song to his sweelhewrt is & late
stteinment “Yne sounas of tribal funersls are nearer to the ori-
ginul acoustics of "sex zpyeal" than tho modern lovesongs. For,
mocern romance 1s nev crertion long aftar the historical tribes ha@
haa transfe;@u tue lugubrious tonesot lovemeking from their natuwrs
ral plece in the Tever for offsoring,te tneir hirtorical place

at the funerulf,t.e fronzy ror cuccecuion,

\

A transfer of tais kinu reverseu the natur:l omuer of things.
Inst2uc of uniting tue born witu the unborn, it unitecu the

living with the wewu. Uy siioulu such & tr.nsfer be maue?

In order to underatena this we must analyze rither carefully.

If the love matcn hea been imitctoo simoly by the uirge, no new
power woulw five wccruew, where one nightingsle had "flutea"
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for his mate so thit offepring migat comsm to 1ife, now ohe wen
woult heve "flutea" rTor nis pr=ucecossor 4o tuact succescion was
estavlirhed, 1¥*lwoula ecual 1lplus 1. But tas trancler implied
more. The lugubrious frenzy of tue =) Hcclmen wuo turns his insice

out, in tue service of the sosecics, wos reblace. by tne lugubrous

of . group, The net guin of trensference isin its soci:1l character.§

All tae living Darticisate in then mourning of the one man
wiio aze dleu. All the living occupy the place of the single
lover. The chorus replaces the indivicual in the funeral rite.
Funerals wre human acts beciuse the living become one, in the

dirge. The boay politic areses from this common com)laint



For the body politic is basec on unsnimity. The one tongue
in which the dead is mournec, is the conestitution ol the tribe.
Une tongue, one tribs. Where ever o group begsn to mourn un-
snimously a tribe cropped up, &5 & bouy which heu one tongue.
By the transter, a collectiwm weas made Hossible.

The secona change made by the trinsfer from the sexual
to the funersl wes the emergence of the person, The de:d man
whom tuey moulnec, now becsne to tnem & Dper.onj & person
is uvistinct from the tyicel s ecimen, in thet it ranks migher
then the s»ecimen: he has unicity, he owns ¢ time s un which
is well ¢+fined¢ bu tas mourning rites which end hid life.
It ieg in the funersl that the wead men gelns the inaslible
chirecter of & per.on. This person 1is incestructibleby death.
The fifst person of history is = deid man. He iz declared to
be u person in the fuce of de:tn. The aeclarstiidh @a made
degpite his physicul azathie In other worus, when we ceclare
someboay to be =« jerson, we spite de..tn. Yo s.e k , at the fune-

al, wac an cct of detfianc. of ce:cthe.
Por speec., the comourison of love snkSc. E8T BF18A%ma1

D ereon . The lovesong trensterms the inuividusl into
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and
o s:ecimen. articulets. s eech transierms the desxa into a person
The passion which gave rise to zrticulated languege, withg

w & the defiznce of death, the Hussion which effecteu the

sHecimen to intensifiew wnimetion i the acefiaznce of their

individualitye.



since decth i tine dicintegration of wn intivieual, articu-

lated sseech yrocceceu in the opposite airection. from the

maiing cong. Love encourages wn inuiviwuel to Qie znd to sacrie
fice its own orgenisction for thne scxe of the apecics.Articulated
soeech aiscourages the s-ecies from&?e%giﬁémg%glanu orgi.nize a
sucrifics for tan cake o7 a Doer.on.

A Eevergal of direction, bet7een animal sound snd humen
speechbecomes visible. The wnim=l sounus servec the future
generation, the first humsn speech served the former.generation,
This sniithesis of wwlectic.l revers &: &nexorble. llow else
couldd it be? By his sounus the mate's orgunis-tion is made
subservient to the future generation. By thelr walls the choras
o1l the living we meue subservient tol the aead.

This change of direction muace man tne maszter of time.

In nature, the stream of time tuns forwsrd from s)acimen to
specimen. ach orgenizeu inuivieucl is suscrificed; life is
serosctuates bu tneir meting, tuclr meluin: down of their
incivieusl wrmor sna maE %ﬁé??%lﬁgve is. the victory of life
over orgunisation. In nistory the stresm of time wos uvammed

up, iz n t allowzd to run wvay wnu to disintegrite in blind

rush. It w.s recirecteu §oworas tae precewing generwution;

persons of the »est ere mace to tower above tne living,
airecting tueir path, opening their eyes to what they were aoing,
by srceedent. For tnis ayke ageinst mere time, mere flux,

the living neewsu mocninery. The mechinery neeced for making

the past present, consisteca in some niche made for the

person now, reg rdless of his having been swallowed up by

the river of time. ‘'his moechiinery exacted a toll from the

"
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living. The aeua mwen coulu only become « percon by ex>Hlicite
aeclar..tion. ana tne expliceuion took tne form of his sharing
the meals of the living. The common meal betlwesen tue deau and
the living wos the mecuinery whica maue his .ersonality
exnlicit. 4ll common mecls of history origincteu ws sacrificial
m:als « A sucrifice w.s a meal sharen with persons.By this

act their teath was d.fiev anu inwalicvated. To samerifice meant
to make percons, out of dexi.

Wherss tie mesl wis the overt michinery of personnification
the nececsury wscloration wo. muae bY name. The living, they
woulu never nave requireu naneds; the deew coula be mode sacred,
coulu be me e intu persous by 130 otaer me.ns bul namese.

The we:u 1aci, neu Lo e guoter (Tt every mecl by the same name.
In no other wey coulu his presence proouce the cnorus' common
song. Of the mameiving heros, tne hero eponymos, we snewk
it Greek mythclogy nno in inthro»ology. However, it is more
nerigent to contre. t vhe boru of t ne living vrioesmen with
taec one e d Wao 1o 2ives o anme. "Loonymos” 1s tuw one hero
0: tae trigic li.argy who must be given a nunc so that they
may sit dewn and orocoeu with tae sserificinl common necle.

st the mea 1, tne living c-t, but the de:sd can be in-
vokea by name. Thece tvo acts are the naturel pillars of the
trioal constitution. The deid miy be fed, and the living may
be callew nemes: but these two vcte nre not primary but the

conseguences of the two first. Deith is not really defied by




feeuing the uewu but it is really aefiea by meking the living,

invoke th. dead., For, this invocution «nd invocution is a
real jneunctic experivnce in the lung: wndthroats wnu on the
tongues wna lins of the wailer:, It is a physicul sffort of
such intensity thet it turns toom incice out &« much s an indi-
viauwl mélts by cooing and singing. The walls exhzust the
tae wailers, kill their selfishness, and orgenize them into
loyal membere of ta= clan.

e again see thet sounus ar. not descriptiwe of processes
in the real world, but are themsclv:s brocesses of the real li-
ving universe. The shouts ana the tumults aic, but they
have engrevea upon the Tiving the re:l _re.ence of thelir dead
In fuct, they have mauz the uece from woom tiue cninmel in us
woul: run away,into " our" a:zu. The name makes them ours;
The names for persons build u) the fence arounc human society,
by meking us explicitly aeclare the gencrations with which we
are connectou in onc spirit,

The physical existence of tie livingg end the gpiritual

i existence of the cewa, coincide in the scerificizl me.l. The

i naiseu fero is recogni.ed frow the floor, by name. How ieg he
recognire ¥ Ly his m.sk. The cuorus recognizes the hero when

an*impersonator" carrying th spirit's mesk , is made to

&

apoe.T. The imsersonator can be shoutea at: and thereby

y re-present the person. The acclumztion of the impersonating

mask i1s the first sct of representstive government,.
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anc vice versw, Lo cccladn erxreesca mun's falth in meking

précont tue absent, in re viviiyicoo 'te ve c.

sus n oo of the person had to be erticulste. For, it
haa to be recognizeable from generation to generation. As
the victory over life's interruption by deuzta, was the prize
of speech, the name of the forst person hau to be called out
innumerzble times by sll newcomers. Articulated speech was
not &n accident. When the direction of the lifechanging soundd
waves wWwes reverced from begetting to butying, the wziling
chorus took tuc place of the "cooing” inaiviwual, anca the
articulated name took tne place of the anonymous mistress.

Athird inevituble change occurreu througu the act of
representation. The imjersonator theshamau introducea a eompli-
cation by which wll articulate speech was separstea from the
howling and grosning of beats. The imdersonator turned to-
wardac both, the deaa and the group . He either invoked the
de«t by name or he introduced him to the chorus. When con-
fronting the deaa, ue cailec nim in the vocative. when turning
to tne chorus ne spoke of him in the nominative. In these
two cases of Vvocative and nominative, of thou o Lord «nd thus
;peaketh the Lora, the actual turn of events at the sacrifice,
is st1ll depicteu to this dey. Vocative and Nominative are
opoosea like North and South on the Compass%nThe circle in
which men spoke, the two cases were 180 degrees apart. Our list
of grammaticsl forms: in which the Hominative precedes the
Genetive, Dativ, ect. is obstructive of our understanding

the centrel out of waich speech burst forth. The impersonator
turned both ways, vocatively towsras the dezu, nominatively

towards the living. apg
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towards: the living. .nu in this moving back wnd forth ritual

began.Ritual is performing « mirecle.Ilt troensubstanticates a
vocative into a nominative, and vice vers., the same nume
just mention:u in the nominative, is teliquifiea into vocative,
Not the seperate cases of gr:mmar, in their aistinction,

but their transsubstantiation, expl-in the origin of articu-
late sneech, Between the living sna the deada, the mediating
imperzonstor turns. To soesk means to turn, «nd in the swift
turn the cnorus of smesch consistse. Cell 1t s»nell, magic,
cherm, which articulat. ssecch exercisss over our soulse. It
nazs this power not beccuse it is articulote but becuuse it
turns fromone situution to wnothe ', wunu back :goin. Bw this
translation of at lec:t twvo situations into ecch other, speech
exercises power. 3 .eech is not stetistics, speech is not
stutement of fact, sieech is not factual even when it appears
to be thute. In the first instence it places pefoole in
situctions. Tne steticticisn neils his listener down to the
fixec position of an onlooker, a mere opbscver of reality.

The factusl specker protects himself by never saressing

his object, his subject manner¥ inste:., he begins his speech
by ir Chairmen, My firends, Ladies :nd Genlemen. By these
Vocatives, he knows himself unon their mercy. He flatters

them as though they were his only public. However, he forfeits

his of ice if he coes nothing elsc. For we listen to a speaker
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becauss we feel that he snould bring something absent to life.
Should he not »resent pis case to us? But nobocy is able to
oresent a case, without representing it. The factual s)eeker i
is in denger of never becoming an actual specker, after he

has begun:Laaies anc Gentlemen, they welt to be introduced to
some things or people absent or deaa of forgotten or unknown.
4 powerful speaker is he who begins "Ladies and Gentlemen" but
after ten minutes has them see him sppsk to other people.

Je Bre introuucsc into a nev metter of business by heuring

the outcries of the wronged, the groaning and moaning of mater-

ials wastew or mishunaled




