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We h a v e  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  h e r e  t o d a y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  

t h e  twohundredth a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  d a y  w h e n  

in J u n e  !77o t h e  R e v e r e n d  P e t e r  P o w e r s  f i r s t  

gathered t h e  men and women of t h i s  town of 

N o r w i c h  into t h e  f i r s t  C h u r c h  of C h r i s t *

Seven g enerat i ons, under the gu i dance of the i r 

m i n i sters, have worsh i pped God in N o r w i c h  

s i n c e  t h i s  e v e n t  t o o k  p l a c e ,  a n d  h a v e  b r o u g h t  

the i r joys and t he i r sorrows before God in the 

name of our Lord C h r i s t ,
e

Every one of these men a n d  women I i ved i n thrm 
generat i ons. They were the heirs of their for§

■ f a t h e r s , of t h e  p a s t .  Al s o ,  fu l l  of e x p e c t a t * ©

t i ons, they shaped the i r own world, their re-

j a t i t y ,  t h e i r  p r e s e n t .  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  a n -
\
cestors of a new generati on, of the future.

By t h i s  t r i n i t a r i a n  p r o c e s s ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s i o n  

of p e o p l e  through t i m e ,  God has created us as 

the peopIe we are today. What to us seems



past now, once beckoned these people as their 
future. Where a be Ii eved-i n and hoped-for 
future enters reality it becomes a lasting 
element called past• In our lives the future 
precedes the past. Our future, beckon i ng us, 
vau1ts the hor i zons of our life, Man in his 
fuI I stature belongs to three generati ons 
a I ways, to the latest future, to the oIdest 
past, a nd to tte fuI I present•
Faith, hope and Iove connect us with these 
three, from t he day of Creat i on to Judgement 

Day. Faith Iooks towards the unknown future 

of tomorrow, love we have for thos e who 

must be Ioved right now as they are present 
in our I i fe today, Hope der i v es f rom our 

experiences, from our g rat i tude for the past, 
Hope stems from our minds1 good memories 
on I y,
Thus i t is hope that connects us today with 

the^fethers of this church in Norwi ch. Giving
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t h a n k s  t o d a y  f o r  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of t h i s  

church i n t h e  p a s t  t w o h u n d r e d  y e a r s  w e  h o p e /
t h a t  t h e y  m a y  endure. F a i t h  w i l l  e n a b l e  us

"to ;
tfFTrough the d ark s e e d  t i me of t he g r a i n  in 

deep ground which is ahead of us. T h e  

future is embedded in our hearts by f a i t h ®  

Our church to day is not t h e  same

c h u r c h  it w a s  2oo y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  it f i r s t  

b e c a m e  a member of the great visible Church 

of C h r i s t  on e a r t h ®  W e  h a v e  b e e n  c h a n g e d ;  

w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e ®  A n d  we, 
g a t h e r e d  a g a i n  h e r e  today, do not k n o w  w h a t  

will b e c o m e  of o u r  c h u r c h  in 2oo y e a r s  to 

I c o m e ®  W e  n e e d  f a i t h  t o  t r u s t  t h a t  G o d  w i l l  

cont i nue h is C r e a t i o n ,  and that there will 

L be to t he end the invisible Church of Chr i st 

in w h i c h  pe<ppl e wi I I get together to bear 

the cross of their century, or of the i r age, 

or of t h e  human race.

So, today, celebrat i ng t h i s  2ooth ann i ver-
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sar y , let us r e j o i c e  in h o p e ,  l i v e  t o g e t h e  

by love, a n d  p r a y  fo r  t h e  f u t u r e  of o u r  

Church with f a i t h *  Thanks to h o pq I o ^ v e  

and faith we too then may b e c o m e  members 

of the who Ie 1ength of history from b e ­

g i n n i n g  to end, is now a nd e v e r  ̂ sha I I 

be.


