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THE EGYPTIAN IN US

The p ro c e s s  t h a t  c r e a te d  s c r i p t ,  tem p les , th e  c le a n  

shaven body, a g r i c u l t u r e  and astronom y, the- m a stery  o f  sp ace , 

the  v i s i o n  of o f f i c e ,  government, and j u s t i c e ,  t h i s  event 

o f  Egypt in  which man dared to  e x c la im , f o r  the f i r s t  t im e, 

"Y ear One o f  E t e r n i t y " ,  and dared t o  put down: " m i l l i o n s

o f  y e a r s " ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  t h i s  la n d , t h i s  cosmic o rd er  and 

t h i s  o r d e r ly  p la c e  f o r  m i l l i o n s  of men throu gh  thousands 

o f  y e a r s  —  was b u i l t  on the "K a "•

The Ka i s  one o f  the  most d i s c u s s e d  and most n e g le c t e d  

t o p i c s  o f  K a n 's  h i s t o r y .  E very  E g y p t o lo g is t  has ve n tu re d  

an o p in io n  on i t s  meaning. But none has t r e a t e d  i t  as a ne­

c e s s a r y  and in d is p e n s a b le  key t o  our own developm ent. E very 

E g y p t o lo g is t  was f o r c e d  t o  admit t h a t  th e  Ka dom inates the 

scene o f  h is  w o r ld .  No E g y p t o lo g i s t  w ished t o  condescend 

to  d i s c o v e r in g  i t  w i t h in  h i m s e l f .

We have one ad vantage  o v e r  the e x p e r t .  We a re  i n t e r ­

e s t e d  in  Man more than in  E g y p t . T h e r e fo r e ,  we do not f e e l  

s u p e r io r  to  the E g y p t ia n s .  know t h a t  i f  I had l i v e d  b e ­

f o r e  Moses, le a r n e d  .in a l l  the  wisdom o f  th e  E g y p t ia n s ,  l e f t  

the N i l e  v a l l e y ,  I would have been e a g e r  to  be an E g yp tia n  

and to  r i s e  t o  a p la c e  in  t h e i r  cosm ic o r d e r ;  I would have 

lo v e d  t o  g i v e  up my t r i b a l  t a t t o o s ,  my t r i b a l  tongue, my 

c la n n is h  ta b o o s ,  my f e a r  o f  th e  n ig h t  and my p a n ic k  o f
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the f lo o d  o f  th e  N i l e .  I would have lo v e d  to  b r in g  heaven 

down to  e a r t h  as th e  E g yp tia n s  did#

I f ,  then, the  Ka o ccu rs  on e v e ry  E g yp tia n  stone or 

papyros, I s h a l l  r e s p e c t  i t  as the  r i f l e  bore which enabled  

the E gyp tians t o  shoot a t  the  s t a r s  and t o  ta k e  aims a t  

e t e r n i t y .  I s h a l l  lo o k  f o r  n e c e s s i t y ,  not f o r  M d l t y ,  

in  r e a d in g  the so u rce  m a t e r i a l •

That i s  a l l .  The s o u r c e s  a r e  numerous, th e y  -are e lo q u ­

en t ,  th e y  a re  unambiguous. But th e y  demand t o  be tak e n  l i t ­

e r a l l y .  "Ou 1 ' on e s t  t r e s  in g e n ie u x ,  on se trompe presque 

tag  o u r s ” , Maspero s a i d .  The trea tm en t o f  th e  l a  has been 

too in g e n io u s .  Q u ite  o b v io u s ly ,  a c e n tu r y  o f  r e s e a r c h  com­

mands r e s p e c t ,  t o o .  The above, the  e x p la n a t io n s  o f  the  

Ka g iv e n  so f a r  in  our l i t e r a t u r e  must be d i s c u s s e d .  But 

not now, a t  t h i s  e a r l y  s t a g e .  Young a p p r e n t i c e s  o f  s c ie n c e  

a re  r e q u ir e d  to  s t a t e  e v e r y t h in g  th e y  have re a d  b e f o r e  th e y  

a re  a l lo w e d  to  say  what th e y  b e l i e v e  t o  be t r u e . I have 

read , I dare s a y ,  n ine th n th s  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  Ka, 

and I have le a r n e d  something from a t  l e a s t  one h a l f  o f  t h i s  

l i t e r a t u r e .  But i t  would k i l l  e v e ry  chance o f  u n d ersta n d ­

in g  in  th e  r e a d e r ,  I f  t h i s  e r u d i t i o n  now was d i s p l a y e d  be­

f o r e  he has come f a c e  t o  f a c e  w ith  the Ka h i m s e l f . T his  

then I s h a l l  b r in g  b e f o r e  him f i r s t .

And t o  do t h i s ,  th e  r e a d e r  has ind eed  t o  f a c e  a b o u t.

For, to  come f a c e  to  f a c e  w i th  th e  Ka i s  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  enough 

im p o s s ib le  w ith o u t  such a r e s o l u t e  about f a c e .  The Ka i s ,  

in  f a c t ,  th e  r e a l i t y  in  back  o f  a man. This r e a l i t y ,  to  a



modern m i n d  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ®  a  c h i l d *  h o w e v e r *  k n o w s  o f  no 

o t h e r ®  G o d  i s  b a c k  o f  a c h i l d ®  a man t r i e s  t o  f a c e  e v e r y ­

t h in g ,  b y  a n  a c t  o f  h i s  o w n  w i l l  a n d  r e a s o n ®  H e  l i v e s  h e a d  

on; t h e  m i n d  t r i e s  t o  p i e r c e  t h a  w o r l d ®  T h i s  i s  manly®

T h e  l a  i s  n o t  s e e n  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  G o d s  o f  c h i l d h o o d  a r e  

n o t  s e e n  t h e r e ®  G o d  h o l d s  u s  I n  t h e  p a l m  o f  h i s  h a n d ®  A n d  

w h a t  I s  a  G o d ?  A G o d  1® a  p o w e r  t h a t  m a k e s  m a n  a c t  o r  s p e a k  

o r  f e e l  o r  d i e ®  A n d  h i s  g r i p  o n  our* n a p ®  I s  t h e  o n e  p r o c e s s  

w h i c h  p r e c e d e s  e v e r y  w o r d  w© s p e a k  a n d  e v e r y  m e a n i n g  w e  g i v e  

t h e  t h i n g s  w e  c a n  s e e ®  T h e  " l a "  i s  t h i s  g r i p  o n  o u r  n u q u e ®  

T h e  K a  i s s  u n u n d ©  r s t a n d a b l ©  t o  a e n  w h o  d e n y  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  

b e e n  p u s h e d  i n t o  l i f e *  a r c  p u s h e d  t h r o u g h  l i f e  a n d  a r e  p u s h e d  

o u t  o f  l i f e  b y  p o w e r s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l ®  A s  a  s c i e n t i s t *

I  d e n y  t h e s e  p o w e r s  m y s e l f ;  f o r  a s  a  s c i e n t i s t *  i  w a n t  t o  

p u t  t h e  A>hole w o r l d  I n  f r o n t  o f  ,a e*  a n d  l e a v e  n o th in g  h i d ­

d e n  i n  b a c k  o f  me® A s  a  m a n  1  k n o w  to o  w e l l  t h a t  s c ie n c e  

i t s e l f  became o n ©  d a y  o n e  o f  t h e s e  t e r r i b l e  p o w e r s  in  my 

l i f e  w h i c h  n o w  p u s h e s  me o n  a n d  on®  >¥e a l l  h a v e  become 

s c i e n t i s t s  a t  o n e  t i m e *  ,v  s c i e n t i s t  w h o  i s  i n  the  g r i p ®  

o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  im p u lse , i s  q u i t e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  l o o s e n ­

i n g  h i s  s c i e n c e * a  i r o n  g r i p  o v e r  h i m  b y  a  r e s o l u t e  a b o u t  

f a c e ®  M o a t  s c i e n t i s t s ,  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s *  r e p r e s s  t h e  e v e n t  

o f  t h e i r  Ka® T h e y  d e n y  t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  which a  p o w e r  g r e a t e r  

than w e  p l a c e s  us i n  o u r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o s m i c  o r d e r *  b y  

t a k i n g  u s  b y  o u r  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  s h o w i n g  us I n t o  p l a c e  

f r o m  in b a c k *  a n d  t e l l s  u s  t o  b ©  E g y p t o l o g i s t s  o r  t h i s  o r

t h a t



T h e  E a  I s  ren d ered  a s  a g e stu re ' or two Liuaari a m 8 o r  

a s  th e  h o v e r i n g  o v e r  I’h a r a o 1 0 sh o u ld e r  of t h e  .two w i n g s  

o r  t h r  g r e a t  f a l c o n ,  Horua, t h e  c e n t r a l  P h a r a o n i c  D iv in ­

i t y *

I t  l g  t o  - n o s t  f r e q u e n t  g e s t u r e  o n  o u r  l i i o n u u . e i i t s *  i t  

o ccu rs  o n  t h e  P a l e r m o  s to n e , our o l d e s t  E g yp tia n  a n n a l s »

Y e t ,  i n  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  o f  B e l m u t h  i o l l e r  o n  th e  g e s t u r e s  

d e p l e t e d  o n  t h e  monuments o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  p e r i o d  o f  o g y p t l & n  

H i s t o r y - )  t h i a  a o s i  p o p u l a r  movement i s  n o t  e v e n  mentioned* 

? o r  t h i s  s t r a n g e  contrast —  th e  K&, the  m o a t ' r e p r e -  

e anted g e s t u r e ,  a n d  the* human g e s t u r e s  a l l  e r m u m e  r a t e d  i n  

H o l l e r ,  —  t h e r e  i s  a s im p le  e x p l a n a t i o n .  The h a  i ®  ; ... j •

T h e  p l u r a l  l a t e r  i s  b u r n e d  a o  l la n .  .• - * h u t  i t  l a
< i 1n o t  the g e s tu r e  o f  p r a y e r  or I n p l o r a t i o a  —  ar. a s u p e r f i c i a l  

s p e c t a t o r  ' S i g h t  i n t e r p r e t  i t *  O u r  symbol i s  s o m e t i m e s  rep*  

r s s e a t e d  a s  l i f t i n g  ep s o r e ;  t a b l e t  o r  t,ha s e r p e n t  w h i c h  

seans e o n  o r  l i f e  c y c l e ,  i t  i e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e -  r h a r a o ’ s h e a d  

a s  t w o  a m  a d d e d  t o  h i s  o w n  c o m p l e t e  a n a t o m y  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  

e . r a n  a r e  n o t  h i s  own I m p l o r i n g  o r  p ra y in g  o n e s ,  o u t  t h e y  

a r c  a r m  a w h i c h  h a v e  o p e n e d  t o  him. X n  L u x o r ,  t h e  G o d  l i o r u s  

i s  s h o w n  a s  a  f a l c o n  b u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  show h i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  

Pharao a s  b e s t ® ,  i n g  l i f e  a n d  o f f i c e ,  t h e  f a l c o n ’ s  w ings

1 ) •  i f i t t e i l .  D e u t s c h e s  Institut i n  E a i r o  ? G  ( 1 9 3 ? )  
" D i e  D s r s t e l l u n g  v o n  aebirden Auf DenfenAlem d e s  
A l t o n  Raichs"•



a )a r e  -changed i n t o  two h u m a n ,  a n a s * '  T h e  t w o  h a n d s  o f  H o m s
mere  w o r s h i p p e d  I n  N e e h e n ^ i  O n t h e  o t h e r  hand, ' o n e  o f  t h e

g r e a t e s t  E g y p t i a n  s c u l p t u r e s  s h o w s  Fharao w ith  the t w o  w i n g s
"5) ^ ^o f  H o r n s  a«d%fce-%we~af?»a e m b r a c i n g  h i s  o c c i p u t #  The t w o  

w i n g s  o f  H o r n  s  a n d  t h e  t w o  ana a o f  t h e  i t s  t h e n  a r e  i d e n t i ­

c a l*  T h e y  mean the same, t h ©  a c t  o f  b e s t o w i n g  th e  E a  1 ®  

c a l l e d  neheb, t o  p u t  o n  o u r  " tu qu e"*  H o w o n d e r  t h a t  t h i s  

v e r b  neheb a l s o  w a s  u s e d  t o  s i g n i f y  th e  y o k i n g  o f  o x e n  a n d  

h o r s e s ®
Neheb K a ,  B e s t o w i n g  t h ©  Ka, w a s  " t h e  P o w e r  w h o  m a k e s  

m a n k i n d  t o  l i v e  b y  h i s  arms* ■ to  a s  " t h e  p o w e r  w h o  e s t a b l i s h e s  

m y  nap©r,ĉ •  N e h e b  in  f a c t  n o t  o n l y  m o a n s  " t o  b e s t o w " ^ ,  b u t  

a s  a  n o u n ,  i t  © a n a  nape® T h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e  Ka from 

I n  b a c k  i s  u n a n i m o u s l y  s t a t e d  i n  o u r  s o u r c e s *  And I t  l a  

t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w h i c h  s o l v e s  th e  Ha*a  r i d d l e #  H o r u a  

b e s t o w s  t h ©  Ka.
7 )

T h a t ,  t . , e  scribe o f

t h ©  akyw orld , g i v e s  i t *  O f  t h e  S k y  g o d  i t  w a s  s a i d  i n  

o u r  o l d e s t  t e x t s ,  P y r a m i d s  s p e l l  6 0 0 i T h o u  h a s t  put t h i n ©  

t w o  a r i l s  i n  b a s k  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h ©  K a  s o  t h a t  

xt h y  Ka b e  i n  t h e m *

; I n  P y r a m i d s  1 6 5 3  A t o m  c r e a t e s  t h e  f i r s t  g o d s  a n d  

a f t e r  h a v i n g  m a d e  t h e m ,  " h e  p u t  h i s  anas a r o u n d  t f a a a  a n d

As e v e r y b o d y  k n o w s ,  Ha and Mnon ria i n h e r i t
7 )t h e  - r o l e *  o f  H o m s  a s  L o r d  o f  t h e  k a ®

a )

XT® L u x o r ,  p l a t e  L X X 1
2 )  • B e t h © ,  | § #  2 t s .  5 8  ( 1 9 2 3 ) ?  5 7 *  T h i s  s h o u l d  d e s e r v e

c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n ®
3 )  * K a i r o  M u s e u m ,  H o ,  1 3 8  i n  0  4 2 ,  e x c a v a t e d  i n  C h e p h r e n * a

P y r a m i d ,  1 8 5 3  b y  A® l l r l e t t e *
4 } *  i l e t t e r n l c h  s t e l e  I X ,  2 1
5 )  ® B o o k  o f  t h e  B e a d  ad ®  B u d g e  I I ,  2 7 0
6 )  ® Erman-Grapow I I ,  2 9 1  f l  u n d e r  d i s c r e e t  o m i s s i o n  o f  ,

B r u g s c h  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i n  T h e s a u r u s  X ,  3 6 2 | 3 9 4  f o r  
y o k i n g  o x e n ®  B u t  n e h e b  1® t h e  v a r i a n t  f o r  h i s  meaning*

‘ “ * 8) Ibid®
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h is  arm a c o n t a i n e d  t h e  Ka. and b y  d o i n g  s o  h e  g a v e  t h e m  d i v i n e  ex­

i s t e n c e  a n d  p e r m a n e n c e ® ” l a  S p e l l  1 6 5 4  t h e  s a m e  g o d  i s  a s k e d *to  p l a c e  

h i s  t w o  arms b e h i n d  t h e  k i n g  a n d  b e h i n d  t h e  c o n s t . a c t i o n ,  o f  th e  

pyramid, - i n  the  form o f  the Ka, so t h a t  th o  r i n g *3 ka may i n h a b i t  

th e  pyramid. The Ka i s  "T h is  god in  a  man.” ^  Th,  ” l l a ” s  name 

o f  th e  P h a r a o  i s  the name w h i c h  h e  r e c e i v e s  w h e n  h e  a s c e n d s  t o  t h e  

d o u b l e  t h r o n e  o f  hgypt f r o m  w h i c h  h e  c a n  f a c e  n o r t h  a s  w e l l  a s  s o u t h ,  

a n d  th e r e b y  t a k e s  h ia  u n i q u e  p l a c e  i n  th e  cosmic o r d e r ®  Only Pharao 

h a s  a  Ka, in  K g y p t ’ a  b e g i n n i n g s ®  i t  i s  b u t  c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r  t h a t  

o t h e r  Kgyptin -.8 n a y  s h a r e  in  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n .  A l l  t h e  

a t t r i b u t e s  o f  Pharao d e s c e n d ,  f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  E g yp tia n s  under him.

But a lw ays a d i s t i n c t i o n  rem a in s. Pharao foe.-o.ues an a s t r a l  

b o d y ,  a  l i v i n g  a ■- ...ber o f  t h e  s k y w o r l d  a t  h i s  c o r o n a t i o n ;  o t h e r  

b'gyr>tlans e n t e r -  the s k y w o r l d  a t  t h e i r  d e a t h  o . i ly .  T h e  o o ro -  

n n tio  » .® e c s  r h e r a o  d i r  t o  h i s  m o r t a l i t y .  .Vhon n o m a ,  t h e  

fa 1 o  i f r e  the s k y ,  b e s t o w s  t h e  k a  o n  t h e  k i n g ,  p h a r a o  becomes 

an a s t r a l  d e i t y .  This a a t r  1 d e i t j  i s  needed i n  the economy 

o f  th r  heaven o f  hgypt because one f u n c t i o n  o f  t h i s  heaven i s  

not f u l f i l l e d  t i t t e r  b y  s u n ,  m o o n  o r  s t a r s ®  There a r e  l i m i ­

t a t i o n s  t o  thr s u n  and t h e  noo . which th e  E g y p t i a n s  overcame by 

p la c in g  o n e  a . o r r  s t a r  in  the  f irm am ent. .Yhat i s  t h i s t 

l i m l t a t l o  .? T h - sun, i n  t h i s  c o u r s e  from . .a s t  to  .'<est, i s  com­

p e l le d  t o  p a s s  o v e r  t i • e S o u t h e r n  h o r iz o n ,  .*ever c a n  he t o u c h  t h e  

r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  N orth. I n  t h e  Noi t h ,  t h e  o n l y  p> imminent r e g e n t s  a r e

t h e  c ircu m p o la r  s t a r s , the s t a r s  o f  C h a r l e s  . t a l e s ,  o f  Ursus . i a j o r *

a n d  the P o l a r  A l a r *  h  t e r  n a i l  v the  nor the rn  a n d  t h e  so u th e rn

l)L a  cso ,  vio vU  o il i  ̂1 ,  hr*.3 a .  ̂ ,  £\c i  a* a* o  * i ,  1̂ 3̂

c o c
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ruled by powers w o o  a  ever meet
K i p l i n g  h a s  t o l d  u s  t h a t  a s t  a n d  , e c t  s h a l l  o e v e i  u*et t  e x c e p t  l a  

th e  so u ls  o f  brave s c a n *  T h e  E g yp tia n  p o l i t i c a l  an the., a r a n ; .North 

a n  South a n d  S o u t h  a n  1 N o r t h  a n d  n e v e r  t h e  t w o  s h a l l  meet e x c e p t  

in  the Ka o f  ' h a r a o  whe ; he s i t s  on the  two throve-a o f  South 

and N orth; t h i s  d i v i n i t y  <d u s i s t a  in  d o i n g  what n o  o t h e r  god d o e s :  

go in g  North a n d  s p e a r in g  the p o l a r  s t a r 1 and t u r n in g  south and m o v i n g  

w ith  th e  sun, an w e ll*  D i v i n i t y  a cans cosaiic fu n c t io n *  nPharao * a 

D i v i n i t y  was not a l u x u r y ,  a  f l a t t e r y  o r  e m p t y  compliment* I t  

expressed  the s i i p l c  t r u t h  t h a t  w; arc d i v i n e  when we c c a a e  t o  b e  

an a c c i d e n t  o f  b i r t h  a a 1 become a n e c e s s i t y  o f  f u n c t io n  o t h e r w is e  

u n f u l f i l l e d ®  T h e  Ck>d*s a r e  the l e t t e r s  o f  t h a t  s o u r c e  a l p h a b e t  

w ith o u t  which b i r t h  and d ea th  a n d  growth a n d  d e c l i n e ,  a n d  t b s  

r e v o l u t io n  o f  l i f t  c a n n o t  proceed* I f  y o u  can become n e c e s s a r y ,  

you o r f a god, I n  t>.gyp t i a . .  t  e r a  in .-logy* You become a  god i f  you 

a r e  l i f t e d  ip t o  t; a  c [ as a ry  f u n c t i o n ®

'taw, w i t h o u t  f h a r a o ,  t tv  c o s m o s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  u n i t e d ,  i t  w o u l d  

n o t  l e a v e  o n e  v o i c e ,  t o e  spe-okcr, o n e  a r t i c u l a t i o n *  h o c t x l e  p o w e r s  

c o u l d  rend h e a v e n  a s  w e l l  a s  c-ctfch— the p o la r  s t a r  a , i  t h e  s u n  

would h o v e  n o t h i n g  to say t o  tr-.ch o t h e r *  They w o u l d  n o t  b e  o n  

sp eaking  tcran*x*jShxgxgfexgfctanc A n d  t o  t h i s  day w h e r e v e r  wc say 

t h a t  people a r c  not on s p e a k in g  term© wit:; e a ch o th o r  w© e x p e c t  them 

t o  b e  «t w a r  o r  t o  g o  t o  w a r  a g a l n r t  e a c h  o t h e r .  Ph©. ao made t h e  

no rth ern  s k y  a n d  t h e  s o u t h e r ,  s k y  s p e a k  i n  O n e  language*  l i e  

prom ulgated e a c h  N ew  Y e a r : '  d a y  t h e  u n i t e d  c a l e n d a r  f o r  th e  w h o l e  

8 k y world o f  L gyp t. O f t e n  d a  w c  r e a d  o f  t h e  a c h i e v e . . . * u t s  o f  t h e  

c a le n d a r .  T h e  emperor o f  C h i n a  d o w n  t o  1 9 1 0  p ro c la im e d  o n  

D e w Y e a r ' s  "a y  t h e  ch or s and o f f i c e s  o f  e v e r y  Chinose l a  t h e  

y e a r  t o  c o m e .  I n  t h i s  p ro c la m a t lo  . o f  " T h e  S o n  o f  heaven" t h e

half of the sky arc cleft,



the- E g y p t i a n  P h a r a o  l i v e d  on* ' j u t  i t  i s  no t  enough t o  have PharaO 

o r  the Prapt.-rors o f  a l l  ancle  a t  empire a p r o c l a i m  th e  laws o f  heaven* 

^©-underrate t h e i r  r o l e  i f  w. maa-c the .. the m outhpiece o f  a n  

e x i s t i n g  cooajic o r d e r ®  T h e  E g yp tia n s  aaw c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  s k i e s  

w ith ou t Phnrao* o l i t t l e  a s  th e  J u n g l e  o r  the i i i l o  v i k M e y  o r  t h e  

s t M e s o f  -vac i'lea, d id  the firmament appear one to  th e  o ld  E gyptians* 

T h e y  —  a s  a l l  savage t r i b e s  to  t i l l s  day —  s a w  t e . x i b l o  b a t t l e  a 

a • ■* w.f- 3  g o i n g  o n  i n  th e  sky and on e a rth *  T ig h t  f o u g h t  day, s u n  

f le d  f r o , ,  th e  s t a r s *  S t a r s  r e t r e a t e d  In th e  f e e e  o f  the sun* w o o a  

a p p e a r e d  a n d  v a n i s h e d .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  pencil I n  the- a  l i e s *  And w h e r e  

t h e r e  i n  n o  p c  c e »  t h e r e  l a  an a rch y  a n d  d i s o r d e r .  The sun i s  un ab le  

t o  d i g p e l  t h i s  a n a r c h y  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  m g y p t i a u s : 11 Darkness i s  

h e r e  f o r  u s  I n  my s i g h t  e v e n  w h i l e  K a ,  tnc t u n ,  l a  i n  t h e  s k y * w^ )  

P h a r a o  changed t h i s  by c r e a t i n g  the U n i t e d  xrataily o f  the  oky*

F r o ii thr  f i r s t  m o »•- n t  o f  g y p t  i r e  xloxus-Ph'.rao a u d  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  

o f  Horus mov r d  a n n u a l ly ,  l a t e r  e v e ry  s c  cone y e t u  f r o -.4 th e  d e e p e s t  

t o  the ut. .031 n o r th ,  rou gh ly  600 a l i e s  • •  an unhear d o f  

fliTtn.iC0 f o r  any . o i i t i t  r, 1 ■. a t e i e n ' i s e  t;  V.n —  la  t h i s  1 l i g h t  o f  

^ f o r u a  he ovc rc - i . c> - t h e  ” sp-. in-, d " ,  the ilox t n e r a  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  

Ac*th, In the Sky o f  the . l ig h t ,  and l.c extend ed  the  cosmic u n i t y  

to  t h e  e t c  r e g i o n  to  which n e i th .  r  Sun n o r  . . i o o a  ca>. e v e r  p ro ce e d .

T h i n  w -'3  P h - - r a o  * 8  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  h i . a  n  a I m , I m i t a t e d  b y  t h e  

c e r r u l i s  s e l l a  i n  Tome , t h e  i c r o v i n g i a n  c i r c u i t  a n d  , u e © u  z J L i z a b c t h ' s  

’’P r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  h e r  realm. ”

No, wonder t h a t  i t  w a s  ru v e r  foe-gotten* djliiS^HTrao* s p r o g r e s s  

from so u th  t .  n o r t h  a  de the o n e  m o v e  I n  t h e  cosm ic r e v o l u t i o n s .

1) «j ou x. i . i ox gyp t i o a  . uAci *©ology 2d (1 ^  ̂o ̂ , 120
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which no otl'rr cosmic power did perform, and toe creation of 
Pharaonic -.gypt consisted of this act* This, nothing else, con­

stituted ' gypt.
For eith months, .Egypt Is as divided a® soy oilier 600 allies 

of country* For four months, iigypt ia uninhabitable because of 
the flood of the dlle® For thet rlbes, the .tile valley was a least 
favored region as they had to ie .ve it for one third of the year. 
Fharao turned the liability of the flood into sa asset* but in 
order to do this, he bad. to stress the one positive feature of 

tiie floods that it united. bgypfc* a-d involved ail the inhabitants 
of the valley in the identical plight of having to scramble up into 
the higher places fro..,, the valley bottom. U®  rode the m s *  o r e a t  

of the wave that in three weeks rolled dawn'fro ., elephantine to 

PelusiuG)* This was "the God in this ran*”
in  the tc;rp l c  i n s c r i p t i o n ; ; ,  Koras chases both th e  whole 

le n g th  of th  b'ilf. f r o .» c le p .-a a t in o  a t  ttu first cu t  bract t o  Poluainnt 

on the J e d i t e r r a n r a n ,  and th e  flood i s  , 1 a st noted in Gybios far 
tK the North* T h is  annual f e a t  is enthusiastically h a i le d  by na 
a id Thot, Sun and moon, who Doth are quite surprised* Of course 
they a r e ,  as n e ith e r  bun nor ...con can ride f r o -  clephanitae to r e -  

lusius nor return south  fro.., the r e , under t h u i r  ow power* on t h e  

other hand, this 600 called long ride, for the t r i b e s ,  was not mea - • 
a u r a b le  in pedestrian or t e r r e s t r i a n  terms# a»t had th© magnitude 

of a cos.aic act; it s m  comp r hi© to th e  s a a ’ s ..*ove ...©at* This 
then was the -sub ject  matter of th e  auras texts to let iiorus act 
for sun and . .ocn, as t h e i r  equal w ith o u t  w lt b o ld i n g  from a o ru s  his 
unique eo t r ib u t i o a #  Horus had to rank with Sun and boon but not 

sim p ly  i m i t a t e  them! Never have th-, a g y p t ia n s  ’’w orshipped the'sun" 
ss we so often read* In the M f u  text# moat often translated version
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o f  t h e  Horna r e l i g i o n ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  s t a t e d  a n d  J o s e p h  U r a l l

o f  t h e  " h i s t o r i c a l "  s c h o o l  f o r b i d s  them t o  r e a d ,  E V e r y  s i n g l e '  

p h r a s e '  b e a r s  o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  saw a  c o s m i c  f e a t  

I n  P h a ra o 's  r i d i n g  t h e  wile 8 a  f l o o d s ®  t h a t  h e  co n ve rse d  w i t h  

S u n  a n d  c o n  o n  t h i s  r i d e  a n d  t h a t  h e  t o o k  t h t e i  f i r s t  North 

a n d  t h e n  l e t  them re tu rn  South In t h e i r  own ; a a i m e r .
T h ree  hundred and s i x t y  days have gone b y ;  th e  f i v e  e x t r a  

days In  J u l y  d u r in g  w hich I s i a —- S i r Aus — g r e e t s  th e  su n , bu t  i s  

w ith o u t  O s i r i s — O rio n  I n  t h e  sky have approached* S e t h  i n  t h e  

North r u l e s  supreme* He h a s  h i s  d ay , t h e  3 6 3 r d  d ay , a t  the 

h e i g h t  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n *  Egypt i s  d iv id e d  i n t o  th e  p a r t i c l e s  

o f  t h e  body o f  him who I s  g o in g  to  c r e a t e  th e  t h r o n e  - “ U d  

O s i r i s *  How Horus b e g i n s  $&s p r o g r e s s *  S e t h  l a  vanquished* - 

When the s e a s  to re i s  re ach e d , u& as  as  S hot a b o u t  i io rua ’ 

sc  hi e v e -it n t s  in  the sc  terms s "have we n o t t r a v e l l e d  o v e r  • 

t h e  whole land on th e  N ile ?  have vn. not t r a v e l l e d  over, a l l  th e  

s e a ? "  Thot s a i d : "These w a te r s  s h a l l  L<; c a l l e d  th e  w a te rs  o f  

t r a v e l s  f r o ,  t h i s  d a y *" ^  In  t h e  form u la  "fro.a t h i s  d a y* M 

I t  i s  w e l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  Horus j o i n i n g  th e  gods hae- added so m e th in g  

t o  t h e i r  cosm os*. Something new h as  been Incorporated  i n t o  th e  

w o r l d 's  r e g u l a r  movements: P h a ra o 8a p r o g r e s s *  And Sun and 

Moon r e j o i c e  i n  t h i s  new a l l y *  By th e  way, uo l e s s - t h a n  f o u r  

f e s t i v a l s  o f  isorun * jo u r n e y  down th e  H i l t  w ire  l i s t e d  on th e  

Palermo Stone*3) T h is  «now a th e  p r e o c c u p a t io n  o f  th e  Founders

1 )  * S tu d ie n  I w ien er  S .B *  9 6  8>9 f*» a g a i n s t  S eth e ,
Newberry e t c *  s e e  a l s o  L-du&rd M eyer, A l t e g e s c h l c h t e  I ,  2 2 ,1 1 4 *
2) J o u rn a l  E g *  A rch • 2 1  ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  3 5  f • O f  c o u r s e  i  h a v e  c o m p a r e d  
N a v l l l e  a n d  Brugsch*
3 )  Ch. Boreu x, E tu d es  de N autique fcgyptlenne, n©moires d© C a ir o
c a  f  n a a c  \ QC  -p-p



1 1

of xgypt* Homs • Pharao* © boat bore the cosaila name "star
of the two countries***

The sun and th e uoou g r e e t e d  H om s1 achievem ent in  Peluslum}' 

t h e i r  om nipresence and Horus' om nipresence o u t l a s t e d  the flood# 
And the te:upiea raade t h i s  om nipresence o f  th e  sk y  v i s i b l e *

Th e  sdy was One ail the yc«r, the earth w .s it solely during the 
Innun-’ntlO i an..’. Horus* progress* ;»t this p o i n t » the m y th ic a l

sit r>t catered tire liturgy* ho rue did not taue bun and ..dOon 
u p s t r e a  «• back to  the south* So, the e x p la n a t io n  given was t h a t  

dart and :oon rc tu me d via the  .■cd ■ to  a p o in t  South of L,dXu 
In dubla and t h e r e  found a wait ?" w h irr  c a r r i e d  l  no..' fro .,  th e  

"-ed ' r 3. Into the Nile v a l l e y *  T his  geor,i"'ahiua.i l.ns casl billty 

Is the a p r i o r i  of the Horns myth* «ud i think, it is meet 

t e l l  in?:. ^  it i s  the inevitable shadow of ire i l l u m i n a t i n g  

liorua p rfcr.auce® xt shows t h a t  p o in t  *1. - tn t*u c uanic equa­

t io n  of ios i-m and the star’s broAC down. i,at because we can 
note the point at s h ic h  it la d e f i c i e n t ,  we also are enabled 
t--p r e a l  I~c how f a r  t c  e q u a t io n  wa:i v a l i d * ,  n u  myth th a t  bun 

and oon r tu rr:cd via the nod . i s  too  sea„ of a gown
h e n o n i i y  worn by fh '-r  ao-Hcrua as •*. 'm e n t e r  o f  tun h eaven ly  

f  a m i l y ,

Horns traasfarced th e  u n r u ly  outer world into a.* orderly
r h y t h m ic a l ly  moving. G reat  house* kbr; the aa miteicd ph&ra o, th e

co s-iic  f u n c t io n  b e f e l l  him, the out- f u n c t i o n  through which the
u n iv e r s e  h ec a .c  a house, the 36 Dekaas in  toe s * y  t h i a  house1®
regular form a, and the temp lea on e a r t h ,  th e  tem p le s  in  th e  36

TT~c?Mt'”7ybXa^^ ArGhiv"fur ’’jig* '""Arch*
I (Tien. 1936, 1 1 1  f f * t h in k s  t h a t  th e  bed See got i t s  nasi© 
fro:: this r e tu r n  p a sss g e  o f  the Sun and .«oon*
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no-..'? * o f  bgypt now c o u ld  r e f l e c t  ' t n l s  o rd e r  a;id e t e r n i t y *  The

■*k w  Y e a r  of r:Xrypt began ’’ Tear une o f  p,te.m ity»'! ’"then n o rth  a n d  

South s '  r f  i n  b a l a n c e . r* To mite s u r e ,  by an e x p e r im e n ta t io n  '

cone i s  ‘ t h a t  Fharao-Torus u n ite # ,  h e  a l s o  i s  g iv e n  t  h a  power 

t o  s e p a r a te  t h e  two* He e x  ns and c lo n e s  the g a t e s  o f  t h e  cosm ic 

house, i e  OfiM s e p a r a t e  the  la n d s  which h e  u n ite s * * 2) T h e  h a  

then fcx^rt seed the e x p e r ie n c e  o f  the  f i r s t  cosm ic o f f i c e  in  

m a a l ' i n d j  v e s t e d  In  a  m o r t a l  man® P h g r a o  l e i l  h is  l i f e t i m e  when 

the God ejncc:.; m aced h ie  s n o u ld o r  fro.., in  bac^ and he made the

i.iouue. Tho te m p le s  rnhicu « .. b u l la  to  t h i s  day a t l l l

In f ir s t  .ie c e s s a r y  r u le  o f n i ir* t x:e world® The

no .rdr?- t .3r e '1 war I d , 3Al-::.3 3fi w e ll  as  rands® h u ts ,  c a v e s ,

she It*- m  w -rc f u r t i v e l y  employed* but. un stead y  in  t h e  f l e e t i n g  

f o o t  o f  t h e  c l  l i . ' ?  men D em . T r io e s  b u i ld  no r o u s e s  s i n c e  th e  

e x t e r n a l  w o l d  I s  in  u n r u ly  tu rm o il*

P l . n r a o  :^de th e  w o r l d  o f  d o rth  a  .id  oou t h  x iiL>s) u n c  w e l l  

ru le d  Great h o u s e  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  .r ea il in g  o f  t h e  n a m e  f h a r a o ,  

h  G reat H o u a e *  n i g h t l y  do w c  p r e s e r v e  o f  a i l  t o o  E g yp tia n  ach ieve-*  

ip nt the c e n t  m l  one t h a t  the u n iv e r s e  can b« consider-, d a l a w f u l  

h o u ^ e  i f  one urn a c t s  s i d e r e a l i y *  T h is  xs n o  r u n *  To "consider”
a r ? " a i d  " ra • £ t h e . a h u  a , a r e  o f  t h e  same r o o t *  To c o n s i d e r was

t o  u n d e r e ta n A t  he l a w f u l  o rd e r  o f  tn e  s t a r s ,  t o  c o n c e i v e  o f t h e

unxvors:;  a r. V .*: t e up l e  o f  t e g ; l e e ®

-c.\, I t a n rv t u r n  t o  t r e  e x p r o s s i o o f  t i i i  a c x i ) e r  i e n c e ! Of

T h e m e .  ?,r. 2̂ H r ate rod aim when t h e  f a l e e r i r in g e d  h i  a w ings around

T T  L~aT&n.eb " o f T e x t e  35  H* * a a t  
h o i ’ s Lgypt in  b a l a n c e A m i a l e s  da S e r v ic e  1 0 ,  2 4 2  p i c t u r e  50* 
MPtah* s ror-^H e r r  tin- e q u i l ib r iu m  o f  th e  two x g y p ts * "  A g y p t l s c h e  
Z t s s .  6 4 , 3 9 *  On n e w  f e a r ’ s  D a y ,  On t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  f e s t i v a l ,  t h e  
W o r l d  I s  b r o u g h t  In  e q u i l i b r i u m ' *  B rugsch , T h e s a u r u s ®  1 0 2 *
2 )  Hr i s  c a l l e d '  ‘’The o p e n e r  o f  the s e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  t w o . l a n d s  
When th:« f lo o d  rpftPdM a nU * > o1 1 M ■ «v-,+ * n.-, * - ■ * -s * **



h is  f a c e  from in  back, when two arms touched him f r o m in  back*

l a  mans Thou in  Egyptian® i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  ka sim p ly  

e x a l t s - t h e  pronoun Jdudfc se co n d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  t o  an e n t i t y 1?

A ll  E g y p t o lo g is t s  have sh aken  t h e i r  head a t  t h i s *  They ca n n o t  • 

deny t h a t  Ka means Thou. They can n ot deny t h a t  ao o t h e r  moaning 

o f  Ka bus b een  found which .aeans a n y th in g  f i t t i n g .  But t h a t  i s  

no p ro o f  in  t h e i r  e y e s  s in c e  t h i s  i d e n t i t y  r i n g s  no sy m p ath e t ic  

no to in  t h r l r  e a r s .  Ae can o n ly  s e e  the p r o o f , in  our so u rces*  

f o r  h a t  wr f i r s t  hove heard* in  ou r  h e a r ts *  "And the whole 1 9 t h  

c e n tu r y  had f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  s i  p-Xe f a c t ,  which my g e n e r a t io n  

has now re v  i n d i c a t e d  under b lo o d ,  sw eat and t r e e s *  I t  i s  th e  

a c c e p t e d  i n s i g h t  o f  t h e  new a n th ro p o lo g y  t h a t  i a  a i l  o f  u s ,  t h e  

thou p reced es  th e  ego. Mo body can  say '“I "  u n l e s s  h© f i r s t  h a s  < 

b een  fo r 1 q u i t e  a w h ile  aomeboiy e l s e  ' s Thou. The p a r e n t s 1 Thou, 

t h e  c h i l d  responds by 1 ,  i n  l i m i t i n g  th e  f i r s t  u n l im ite d  p a r e n t a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n .  . ,Ve a l l  l i v e  f i r s t  becau se  o t h e r s  a d d r e s s  u s .  T hat
)
v o c a t i v e s  sp e ak  o u r  r e i i t ,  l e a d s ,  t o  our. i n d i c a t i v e !  response®  Han 

knows o f  h is  b e in g  somebody’ s  a d d r e s s e e  lo n g  b e f o r e  he e v e r  

would t h i n k  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  h i x s e l f  ke a r e  © a i l e d  b e f o r e  we 

s p e a k ,  t h i n k ,  know, ju d g e *

N a tio n s  as w e l l  ns i n d i v i d u a l s  must h ea r  t h e i r  "h arken  I s r a e l

b e fo r e  th*--y e v e r  become p o t e n t  to  make t h e i r  own answ er* iv e n

k a  l a t e  a docu ae nt a® t h e  American D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence

I )  T h is  iV 'T ro F ~ th c“ p l a c e  t o ” g i v e T h e .hiaMLory^FThtTiBe.."new^dis^
c o v c r i e s .  I t  has b e e n  s k e tc h e d  m a s t e r f u l l y  a s  "Das ft.eue D̂enkon"
by T ran s  Honcnz^eig, in  h i s  K l i e n e r e ( S c | i r i f t e a  1937 P* 380®
Dy own c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  " S p r a c h le h r e 1̂ o f  19 16 , p u b lish ed , in  
1923 under th e  t i t l e  Angewandte S e l le n k u n d e .  Out o f  n e v o lu t io n .  
A utobiography o f  Western Han, 1936 New  f o r k  1 * 729 f f • See 
Doroth>. Emmet in  J o u rn a l  o f  . r e l ig io n  19^5*
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f a c e s  a b o u t ,  in  a  d eeent ’‘respect* ' t o  a n s w e r '  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t o e i r  

r e v o l u t i o n ®  T h e  s i g n e r s  f e l t  c a l l e d  u p o n  and re p lie d #

Buried n s  t h i s  prop** r  sequence o f  .nan from T h o u  t o  i  to  

v© in i  t o  .He has b e e n  b y  t h e  Age o f  r e a s o n , ,  i t  s h o t  I d  n o t  be 

loiD oasible  f o r  a  l i v i n g  s o u l  t o  r e c o g n i z e  th e  p r o p r i e t y  o f  t h e  

term Ka f o r  t h e  f i r s t  cosm ic c a l l i n g  o f  a t r i b a l  . c h ie f t a n  t o  go 

o u t s i d e  h i s  kindred a n d  t o  l i n k  u p  w i t h  t h e  s t a r s  1 <. t h e  h e a v e n ®  

o f  n i g h t  a .nd d a y .

but 1 1  the it  n o t  a  c e r t a i n  weakness i n  t h e  use o f  a  mere 

p r o n o u n  f o r  t r i e  g r e ■ t  in n o v a tio n ?  l a  grammar, p e r s o n a l  pronouns

a r t  t r r u t r d  w ith  a  c e r t a i n  nonchalance# They a r c  o f t e n  

’’ i r r e g u la r #  ” The n-..- i a l  c o n d it io n s  o f  t h e i r  appenance a r e  not
d iscu ssed #  And t h a t  m a k e s  i t  h a r d  t o  -conceive o i  a r o y a l  a n d  

r r i e s t l y  s i g n  i f  iennee o f  r> ir r e  p e r s o n a l  p r o n o u n #  we w i l l  ta k e  

u p  t h i s  c h a l l e n g e  a t  th e  e n d #  i t s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  have t o  b e  

s o t .'-what l . p t h y ;  w e  sha 11  have to  d e v e l o p  th-.  d i n i t o t i c a l  p l a c e  

O f  th e  '’g y r t i s n  r T . p i r e  t o  the t r i b a l  s t o te oi m a n k i n d  b e f o r e  i t  

■ ■ •an become c l e a r  why th e  d i s c o v e r e r  o i  th e  (irea t  r t o u s e  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s e  c o u l d  b e a r  h i s  c a l l i n g  in  t h e  o n e c a n t i n g  e x c l a m a t i o n  

"T h o u ,” T h a t  t h e rc  w a s  s o m e  p r o p r i e t y  i n  t h i s  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  

poor g ra  r. n t i c a i -  pronoun o b v io u s ly  r e q u i r e s  so ..e d i s s e r t i n g  on 

p r o n o u n s  a n d  n o u n s  in  g e n e r a l ®  T h i s  o u r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  m a y  o r  

a a y  n o t  p r o v e  c o n v i n c i n g #  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i f  

i s  enough to  st« te  t h e  p u r e l y  E g y p t o lo g i c a l  s i t u a t io n #  .v ith in  

i t  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t ;

1 }  Phamo* s Ka w a s  b e s t o w e d  o n  him f r o . . .  i n  back, o n  h i s  
n a p e ,  b y  t w o  a r , .s .

2 )  Pharno w.nn the o n ly  m o rta l  f o r  a lo n g  time t o  r e c e i v e  a *\a

3 )  Ka i s  the bestowed and the s a m e  word m  m s  *'Tho u « "  .

4 )  T h e  a c t u s  o f  b e s t o w i n g  t h e  l i a  led  t o  i t s  r e a l i s a t i o n  a s  
a  nominal e n t i t y #  T h i s  however i s  n o t h i n g  s p e c i a l ?  a l l



a c t s  viere  s t a b i l i z e d  I n t o  flubstaric.es i n  Egypt* " l i a *1 i s  
t o  b e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  & ctu, n o t  i n  s i t u ®  i t  i s  m e t h o d i c a l l y  
w r o n g  t o  l o o k  f o r  a n  o b j e c t i v e  K a  o u t s i d e  t h e  a c t  o f  t h e  
two a r m s  b e s t o w i n g  I t  o n  P h a r & o ®

5 )  T h e  v e r y  c a t e g o r y  o f  t h e  '‘ o b j e c t i v e "  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  
Sgypt* :4«n f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  'by a n s w e r i n g  t o  c a l l s  a n d  . 
b y  p e r f o r m i n g  a c t s *  T h e  a c t s  a a d e  t h e  . c a n *  h e  b e c a m e
f a i r  o w n  p erson  J& h i s  a c t s !  O b j e c t i v e  b e h a v i o r  1®  t h in k a b le  
o&iy; f o r  a. s o c i e t y  w h e r e  th e  p e r s o n  I s  s u p p o s e d  t o  e x i s t  
b e f o r e  h e  o r  s h e  h a s  a c t e d  a n d  w h e r e  t h e  a c t  i s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  
t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  b u t  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  
t h i n g ®  o u t s i d e  t h e  pe rsoru  O f  s u c h  m a n i p u l a t i o n  t h e  
E g y p t i a n s  k n e w  n o t h i n g ®  T h e r e fo r e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  k n o w  o f  
s u b j e c t s  o r  o f  O b j e c t s  in t h e  m o d e r n  s e n s e  o f  th e s e  t e r m s ®

6 ) T h e  K a  t h e n  m a d e  F h a r a o  Fharao* h e  w a s  n o t  t h e  same 
p e r s o n  b e f o r e  a n t !  a f t e r  th e  b e s t o w a l  o f  th e  K a #  H e w a s  
e m a n c i p a t e d  f r o m  h i s  c l a n n i s h  ancestor® . H e  c o n q u e r e d  t h e
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  d e a d #

7) F h a r a o  c h a n g e d  h i s  e x i s t e n c e  w h e n  h e  a s c e n d e d  the d o u b l e  
t h r o n e ®  He i n t e r v e n e d  in  the  heavens b y  t h i s  a c t  a n d
f r o m  t h e n  on, a n d  t h i s  m a d e  h i m  art i n d i s p e n s a b l e  a g e n t  in  t h e  
c e l e s t i a l  a n d  t e r r e s t r i a l  r e v o l u t io n s *  He became t h e  
member o f  a  d i v i n e  h o u s e h o l d  a n d  fa m ily *

8 ) F h a r a o  w a s  a n  e q u a l  o f  th e :  gods b y  v i r t u e  o f  h i e  o f f i c e *
T h e  o f f i c e ?  c o n s i s t e d  I n  d o i n g  a n n u a l l y  w h s t  n o  c o s m i c  
f o r c e  d i d i  t o  u n i t e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  a n d  th e  n o r t h e r n  h a l v e s  
o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  b y  o n e  s u s t a i n e d  u;ov-, meat*

9 ) A s  m e m b e r  o f  a  d i v i n e  f a m i ly ,  T’har&o d is p e n s e d  w ith  t h e
t a t o o s  a n d  t a b o o ®  o f  t h e  t r i b e #

1 0 )  H e  c e a s e d  t o  l i v e  i n  hut o r  c a v e  o r  t e n t *  H e  f o u n d e d  a  
h o u s e ,  th e  h o u s e  I n  t h e  s k y ®  A h o u s e  i s  s e p a r a t e d  from 
t r i b a l  h a b i t a t ®  a s  a  machine i ®  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from a  t o o l *
A h o u s e  a s  w e l l  a s  e  u i a c h i n e *  h a s  c o s m i c  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  
o r i g i n s ;  h u t ®  a n d  t o o l s  a r c  e m p ir ic a l*  A  h o u s e  h a a  c e r t a i n  
n e c e s s a r y  s u b d i v i s i o n s  and f o u n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  p o l i t ­
i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ®  T h i s  l a  a  n e w  p r i n c i p l e *  a v e r y  
teap l e  o f  E g y p t  w a s  o r i e n t e d  b y  t h e  k i n g ®  & v © r y  h o u s e  b a d  
g a t e s  a n d  d o o r s ®  T h e s e  a r e  e v e n t s  i n  o u r -  r e l a t x o ^ s  t o  t h e  
u n i v e r s e  which f o r b i d  a n y  a t t e m p t  o f  a  g r a d u a l  e v o l u t i o n  
b e t w e e n  h u t  a n d  h o u s e ®  Huta o r i g i n a l l y  a r e  o n  t h e  peri­
phery o f  t r i b a l  p o l i t i c s ®  T h e  t r i b e s  m e e t  i n  the o p e n *  A 
h o u s e  I s -  t h e  c e n t e r  c f  p o l i t i c s *  P h a r a o  r e s i d e s  o n  h i s  
t h r o n e s *

- 1 5 r-*



i l l®  The L i t e r a t u r e  on the Ka

A bibliography la of fere- by Alan G ard in er  in ft i s  

note 7 on p® 99 of h is  "TO'ab of Am eneahet,M 1915®^ t h i s

© aster o f  e x p e r t  hidden knowledge i s  r a t h e r  d is a p p o in t in g  on 

our t o n i  Tbr' Ka is to Gardiner "a s h i f t i n g  mode of bu.it&n 

i n d i v i d u a l i t y . " This  g i v e s  ua no h e lp .

Even r.iorr d i s a p p o i n t in g  i s  h is  t r a n s l a t i n g  the f e s t i v a l  

-chcfc-r'an. ’ey " u n it in g  the &&••" i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Nefaeb does 
not :i;'-fin to units. r;ut if Gardiner w*Tf: r i g h t ,  i ©till would 
feel ihnt wore ignorant how a religion, celebrated the annual 
"union o f  nh if ting 'notice of htuian individuality.*’

B i a s i n g  bad gone so f a r  a a to see arere o f f e r i n g ®  o f  fo o d  

in tb'- Kaa and to  tnRo the l i f t e d  ar.ns o f  the ft,a s i g n  for t h e  

g e s t u r e  of p r a y in g  and Im p lo ra t io n ®  Kees has r e fu te d ,  B i a s i n g  

and I t i ix f x ix ta t s c K a m x M x tx x x f c a x a jE  we toow a l r e a d y  t h a t  the 
texts and pictures refute him® l a a p e r o  saw “Le Lou tie" i n  the ha* 
without e3f.5 lalriing why the double- became su a l .u ig h .ty , o v e r  til© 

Egyptians. Steindorff  saw " t h e  g e n i u s ” in the m 9 hrman the 
supply  of v i t a l  e n e r g y .  <ow they a l l  an alysed , a t i r e l e s s *  a 
petrified ha# out a l l  E g y p t ia n  r e l i g i o n  realizes processes 
in  actu; t h e  i s  i s  spoken to  i f  - Pharao w hile5 the god puts h i s  

arms sround h i e .  The ha was s e p a r a t e d  fro., i t s  o c c a S iO a .  I n s t e a d  

an evc .t it bees ue a. th 1 ng*
Here wr touch on the one of the two cataatrophica! features 

in these dincuflslons. Although it always was admitted that 
nobody but Pharao at first r e e ft iv  * la, and that he received it

1 )  A d d s  H. K ees, JMseltsvcrstellungen, L e i p z i g  1 9 2 6  p*  7 5  
A® 40ret, Le n i l  e t  La Civil® i i& yptienne, 1 9 2 6  p® 1 9 3
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a t  h i s  c o r o n a t io n ,  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e  k a  alw a ys  has Deen 

g e n e r a l ,  not s p e c i f i c  f o r  Pharao® G e n e t i c a l l y ,  we co u ld  n ever  

und erstand  th e  Ka m  lo n g  as we d is c u s s e d  i t  i n  g e n e r a l  and 

d ism isse d  th e  s t r i c t l y  P haraonic  r i t u a l  p i c t u r e s  and s e n t e n c e s *

In  co n n e ct io n  w ith  t h i s  I n c h  o f  the  p a r t i c a l a r  e v e a tu & tio n  

th e  se co n d  e a l a f i l i y  m is t  be l i s t e d ;  t h e  " b a i ,  " t h e  b i r d  o f  t h e  

s o u l ,  was compared w ith  t h e  Ka* And :noat a u th o ra  c h e e r f u l l y  

d is c o u r s e d  on Ka and b a i  as  on tw in s  or sit l e a s t  c l o s e  r e l a t i v e s *  

Both  seemed t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  s a e e  o r  s i m i l a r  n o n s e n s ic a l  E g yp tia n  

n o t i o n s  of the psyche®

Ae now know from Aanke t h a t  th e  b a i  does? n o t  o c c u r1 b e f o r e  

th e  dew slap I r e ,  2000 year a a f t e r  t in  Ka-. b a i  and Ka can  have 

a b s o l u t e l y  n o th in g  to  do w ith  each  o t h e r .  The a l l e g e d  p a r a l l e l i s m  

o f  Ka and b a i  has don® i n d e s c r i b a b l e  harm slue© fro.;; t h i s  ©on- 

f u s i o n  a l l  n o n - k g y n t o l o g i a t s  f e l t  encouraged to  t r r a t  t h e  whole 

f l a t a r l a l  n s  a b s t r u s e  and a r b i t r a r y .  ^

) S i m i l a r l y  th e  K'a has a lw a ys  been t r e a t e d  a e p a r k t e d ly  f r o a

the Mehcb-Kan, thr f e s t i v a l  o f  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  w in t e r  when 

th e  good e a r t h  r r a n p o n r s  f r o  under th e  w a t e r s .  The ocwost 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  thr god Nchebkan by Alan S h o r t e r  g o e s  os f a r  

a s  t o  s e p a r a te  t h i s  god f r o  t h r  f e s t i v a l  o f  tnc sa~.e n a n el

y© h a v e , t h e n ,  in  our l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i f f i c u l ­

t i e s  :
A l l  b a i * b and a l l  Ka*s a re  lumped t o g e t h e r .  A ll  l a s  ar© 

e x p la in e d  i n s t e a d  o f  th e  P haraonicka*  The f e s t i v a l  .Mehebkan and

1 )  A random example i s  Kberh&rd Brack* s f o t e n t e i l  und F e e l g e r a t  1924#



the .g o d  Hehebkan a r e  i s o l a t e d  see?  s e p a ra te d  f r o m  e->.ch oth er*  

n e i t h e r  the 3od n o r  t h e  f e s t i v a l  a r e  examined &a t o  t h e i r  

co n n e ctio n  w ith  t h e  Ka, whose ‘‘b e s to w a l"  i s  the name f o r  a

i s  e n v is a g e d , i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a s t a t i c  e n t i t y  in s t e a d  o f  an

In this situation» one thing; is peculiarly striking* the 
dominating Importance of the ha for all {Egyptian thought retaaina 
obscure* Th= ha is said to be soot;thing odd and unnecessary*
PO i t  s h r i n k s  in a i g r i l f loanee* :*owhere h a s  i t  c o n t a c t  with 
o t h e r  E g y p t i a n  b e l i e f s *  I n s t e a d  o f  f o l l o w i n g  I t  I n  I t s  . p o s s i b l e  

ramificatiouo, the ha, In o u r  literature, is t r e a t e d  l i k e  a n  odd 

relic, an e r r a t i c  r a r i t y *
How eve r f on r n our c r s s r  r una n 1 n u a in a ho wi ng us th r Ha

i t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  th e  > g y p t I a n  skywoi I d *  ^ a s p e - r o  w a s  t h e  l a s t  

t o  nay f u l l  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i n  f a c t *  h i t  expla  n a t io n  o f  the ika  

aq '’ the  do-;bl< " la  not wrong. I t  s h a r e s  w ith  the whole a p r o a c b  

o f  th e  19 t h  c e n tu r y  th e  nom inal, n o m - l i k e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  v e r b a l ,  

p r o c e s s - l i k e  a c t a .  The iva i s  n o t  a noun in  t h e  i n d i c a t i v e *  i t  

l a  a  n o u n  I n  i t s  v o c a t i v e ,  t h a t  i s  i t s  v e r b a l  f o r . - *  T h e  v o c a t i v e  

i s  the  Ire n e rative  o f  th e  noun, t h a t  i s  t h a t  ioi\u i n  which we do 

not sp^nk o f  s o m e b o d y  b u t  f o r c e  s o m e b o d y  t o  l i s t e n  to  us*

O u r  n i c e  d i v i s i o n s  o f  a l l  w o r d s  i n  v e r b a  a n d  nouns were 

unknown f i v e  thousand -years a g o *  The grammar was in  the  d e c ls n *  

s i o n !  A v o c a t i v e  w a s  a n  o r d e r ,  command o r  a  p r a y e r ;  a  nom inative  

w a s  a p e r s o n ?  n g e n i t i v e  wan a  s t o r y }  a n  a c c u s a t i v e  w a s  a  t h i n g *  

Bight, through th e  mid d i r  o f  each word ran tn@ b o r d e r l in e s  b e t w e e n  

t e n s e s  a n d  gen era, verb a *  T h e  w o r d  c o u l d  b e  f i s h e d  a c r o s s  t h e s e  

b o r d e r l i n e s  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  f a c t s  o r _o f  f e © lings, o r  p e r s o n i ­

fy  s t i v a l  a® w e l l  a® f o r  a God, and l a s t  n o t  l -n ia t  when the Ka



by i t d e c l e n s i o nf l e c t i o n  o r  o f  a c t io n ,

I f  the Kn we a spoken I n  a d d r e s s in g  P h e r a o ,  i t  o b v io u s ly  

•was i t s e l f  o f  a c h a r a c t e r  which, w ith  u s ,  v e r b s  have#

H u t ” o u r  A l e x a n d r i a n  grammar 1 b t o  b l a m e ,  not the  

f g y p t o l o g i e t s ,  f o r  t h i n  s t r a n g e  l a c k ,  o f  c o n g r u o u s  Mg r a s s a i l c a l M 

t e r m s *  1 S c i e n t i f i c  g r r u . m r  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t *  I  an c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

I t  I s  p o s s i b l e  t o  n o n e  i r a t e  i n t o  t h e  p rim e v a l  l a y e r s  o f  o u r  

m i n d  o u c h  f a r t h e r  i f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  g r a m m a r  c a n  'be e s t a b l i s h e d *
I n  t h e  f f l r - a f e t i u e ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  i t  m a y  be a c c e p t a b l e

though th e y  b e  m e-re  m o r s e l s  I n s te a d  o f  a  w e l l  a @ c o r a . t e d  r e p a s t ®  

T e n t a t i v e l y ,  t h e n ,  1 s h a l l  a d d  s a n e  r e m a r k s  o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

o f  the "Ka" t o  t h e  t r i b a l  a n te c e d e n ts  o f  P h a r a o  i n  term® o f  

t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  g re  o a r .  T h e  p r e c e d i n g ,  fcr-:aVne a t  o f  the K.a

dot o n o t  depend on th e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  v ie w s  e x p r e s s e d  In 
p a r t  f o u r .  I  fvit t h a t  t h e y  m i s t  b e  a i r - - . d  t o  f o r c e  o u r  proto- 

lo:na o u t  o f  t h e i r  d apartment a 1 1  s a t  i o n *  Alt Loup;:, i  h a v e  n a tu r ­

a l l y  a t  t-:is moment the g e n u la r  op i n i  on that F a r t  F o u r 8 ® s u g g e s ­

t i o n s  s e e ?  t r u e ,  I  a t  i l l  a  u much l e s s  L it e  r e  ste d  i n  my a n s w e r  

t h a n  I n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  my m e th o d ica l  qu estion#  L a n g u a g e  i s  

the  c a r r i e r  o f  h is  turn* A l l  changes o f  a  fundam ental c h a r a c t e r  

must f in d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  l i n g u i s t i c  s t r u c t u r e s #  The h i s t o r i c a l  

p r o c e s s ,  t b e n ,  w h i c h  v. Ku s Hgypt u n d e r s ta n d a b le ,  u e t  b- t h e  

d i a l e c t i c a l  procfs* between t r i b e s  a n d  e m p i r e s  and m u s t  be 

e x p r e s s e d  i n  s t r u c t u r a l  changes o f  i in ip uage • iseyoud ^gypt# 

the Greeks and I s r a e l  lived-* They, on t h e -  o p p o s i te  e n d  s o  t o  

s n e a k ,  must h a v e  tra n s ce n d e d  E g yp tia n  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y .  I f  w e  

could ar.ply t h e  p i n c e r s  o f  p re-< egyrtian  a n d  p o s t- is g y p t ia n  g r a m m a r  

a n d  language w e co uld  d eterm in e  th e  E g yp tia n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w i t h  -a 

c l a r i t y  w h i c h  by a p u r e  I n t r o s p e c t i o n -  can n ot b e  pro#ttdM»

mailto:a@cora.ted


I  would not say  t h i s  i n  an E g y p t o l o g i c a l  en v iro n m en t wrnre 

i t  not f o r  two reasons* 1 )  The a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s c h o o l  t h r e a te n s  

t o  c o n fu s e  a l l  t h e  E g y p t o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  by th row in g  t o g e t h e r  

A f r ic a n  hut d w e l le r s  and the pyramid b u i l d e r s .  The a b h o r r e n c e  

o f  p r i n c i p l e s  and c a t e g o r i e s  aaoug t h e  sound s c h o l a r s  has l e d  

to  a most unsound and u n c r i t i c a l  h u n t f o r  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  

as t e r i a l  among '‘sa v a g e s ® ” T h at  Imhotep th e  b u i l d e r  o f  Z O l t r ’ i  

pyramid i s  red u ced  to  a mere tw in  o f  a h e a d h u n t in g  MX  c h i o f t a n  

o r  h is  siediclrie: .an, i s  a sad r e s u l t  o f  n o t  a sk e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

here asked s .7 h a t  I s  th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  s t e p  f r o .*  t r i b e  t o  em p ire?  What 

i s  new I n  r.gypt which d id  n o t  e x i s t  I n  L ib y a  or Arabia?

Viho Iv'.n i n f l u e n c e d  whom, Pfaarao th e  n e g r o e s  o r  th e  n e g r o e s  

Ph.nrno? The r e l i c s  nos? found I n  A f r i c a  c o n t a in  s tro n g  I s l a m i c  

e l c T  n ta .  A l l  agree  t h a t  l a i n ,  l e  th e  im p a r t i n g  c i v i l i s a t i o n #

2) The B e r l i n  s c h o o l  th r cat mo to  d i s s o l v e  Korus» ilathor,

I s i s  and O g i r i s  in to  nr re  h is to r y ®  Sethe ad dew berry  and A o i g a l l

t r e a t e d  t h e  Sc th  r e b e l l i o n  a s  h i s t o r y #  b r e a s t e d  re a d  i n t o  t h e
v.

Polermo s to n e  t h e  p r e - d y n a s t l c  k in g s  o f  many c e n tu r ie s ^  thousands

o f  y e a r s  re l i b -  r a l l y  added to  h is to r y ®  O s i r i s  became a King* 

horns a King, S e th  a K in g . -Vhy th e s e  aa ae men who p ro v ed  a l l . t h i s  

should h.wr lo o k e d  dow . on lan eth o  and H o ro p o llo n , I s  i n e x p l i c a b l e ,  

t h e i r  method I n  I d e n t i c a l ®  The E g y p tia n s  sa y  l i t e r a l l y  t h a t  a 

tem ple i s  heaven on e a r t h ;  "Pharao-H orus has b u i l t  t h e  cham ber 

which e q u a ls  t h e  s c r e e  o f  t h e  h eav en s w ith  t h e  Sun."*^ i o r e  

b l u n t l y  one cannot sa y  t h a t  th e  em pires were c o sm ic  n o t  h i s t o r i c a l *  

The d i a l e c t i c s  fro-; t r i b a l  s p i r i t s  t o  Ph&r&o to  d o s e ’ s 

h i s t o r y  c o s t  be d i s c o v e r e d  b e f o r e  th e  p u r e l y  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  and 

p u r e ly  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o o l s  c a n  c e a s e  t o  ro b  t h e  e m p i r e b u i l d e r s  o f  _ 

t h e i r  p l a c e  betw een  a n c e s t r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  o r
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p e c u l i a r  l o g i c ,  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  s c i e n c e ,  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  alii*  T h e  

e m p i r e  b u i l d e r s  a a id  t h a t  th e y  d i d  not i? . i s h  t o  o r i e n t  t h e i r  

l i v e s  f r o n '  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  b u t  f r o : . ,  th e  s k ie s *  T h e y  s a i d  t h a t
t h e y  wished to  b u i l d  tesp I c e  n o t  t o t e a p o l e s *  They c e a s e d  t o  

t a t o o  t h e i r  b o d i e s , ,  T h e i r  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  s i s t e r s  a n d  p e r h a p s  

t h e i r  mothers* They k e p t  s l a v e s  i n s t e a d  o f  s l a y i n g  e v e r y  c a p t i v e *

T h e  v e r y  f i r s t  '"'.gyptIans lavente-d th© h i e r o g l y p h s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  

y e a r s  a n d  e t e r n i t y  a n d  a i m e d  a t  a  g r e a t  y e a r *  C h i e f t a i n s  k n o w  o f  f o u l  

o r  f i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  th e  s p i r i t s  o f  th e  d e a d #  A i l  t r i b a l  

s p i r i t s  a r t  p l a c e d  i n  s o v e r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t  and t h e  d e a d  d o i s l n -  

ate t h e  l i v i n g ,  i n  T g y p t  e v e r y  d e a d  n a n  comes under s t r i c t  

j u d  gment and t h e  l i v i n g  F h a r a o  'm u s t  b u i l d  h i s  own g ra v e  In  h i s  

l i f e t i m e .  fh a ra o  d 1. a w h e n  l i e  I s  crowned* l a  t h e  t r i b e ® ,  e v e r y  

m an  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  p o l i t i c *  i.gypt i s  d i v i d e d  b y  

p r o f c a t i o n s ®  lh at t h e n  l a  t h e  rr w p r i n c i p l e  w h i c h  u n d e r l i e s  a l l  

th e se  sharp  b rea k s?  I s  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y  p>. rbaps l i k e  a l l  h i s t o r y ,  

f u l l  o f  extreme c o n t r a s t s  and were c o n s c i o u s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s
i

^necessary then an t o d a y  to : m kr then  t h i n k  a n d  p r o g r e s s ?
T h e  B a t t l e  b e t w e e n  N o u n s  a n d  p r o n o u n s  i s  the b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  

t r i b e s  a n d  Lupireo* T h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  p r o n o u n  in  m g ,y p t  i s  

c o u p l e d  w ith  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  ^m M sm xxtx. h o u s e  p r i n c i p l e  o v e r  

t h e  J u n g l e  p r i n c i p l e ! T h e  t r i b e s  meet u n d e r  t r e e s ,  i n  t h e  o p e n  

s p a c e s ,  t u r n i n g  i n s i d e  a w a y  f r o . ,  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  e m p i r e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  

t h *6 f i r s t  h o u s e s  o f  c o s m i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e *  A n d  i n  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e i r  

t h r o n e  i n  t h e  s k y ,  t h e y  d e f i e d  t h e  n a a e s  o f  th e  a n c e s t r a l  s p i r i t s  

a n d  t h e  w a y s  o f  s p e e c h  a t  th e  t r i b a l  me  ©tings* T h e y  t a l k e d  a s a o n g  

t h e  g o d s  o f  t h e  s k y  a s  o n e  o f  t h e i r  f a t a l l y *  A n d  i n  t h i s  n e w  

h o u s e  o f  H o r n s ,  t h e  p r o n o u n s  o f  1  a n d  T h o u  w e r e  i n  o r d e r  a s  i n  

a n y  f a m i l y  h o s e *



PRONOUN ,4a D noun

The e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  p r o n o u n s  I* thou, he, she, 

i t ,  w e ,  th e y ,  i n  o u r  l a n g u a g e ,  1® a  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

phenomenon as w e l l  a s  ■■ l i n g u i s t i c  o n e ®  H o w e v ©r does n o t  

a l l  p h i l o l o g y  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  l o g o s  l e a d  t o  a n  u n d ersta n d in g  

o f  a w a y  olt l i f e ?  P r o n o u n s  a n d  n o u n s  connect t w o  w a y s  o f  

l i f e *
T h e  names u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  t r i b e s m e n  m e e t  f o r  t h e i r  d a n c e s  

a n d  o n  th e  w a r p a t h ,  a t  t h e  f i r e  a n d  u n d e r  the totem p o l e ,  a r e  

form al n a m e  $ » .7r  s h o u l d  c a l l  them t i t l e s  t o d a y  I f  w e  w i s h e d

t o  a w a k e n  t h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  m o d e r n  an s o c i a l  ions*

T h e s e  t i t l e s  w e r e  fa m ily  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  g a v e  a  c l e a r l y  

s o c i a l  a la r r -nach* T h e y  w o r e  o f t e n  b u i l t  a h  p a i r s  o r  c o r r e l a t i v e s  

In t h a t  they  rx r la in c-d  wach o t h e r  m u tu a lly *  B o y s  and g i r l ,  

w o m e n  and t a r n ,  s a w  t h e i r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  I n  t h e  t i t l e s  

g i v e n  t h e m  w h i c h  y o k e d  t h r u  I n  a  p o l a r i t y  o f  Mc o n iu g e s * w 

F a t h e r  a n d  doth.-.r ,  u l s t e r  a n  b r o t h e r , '  a r e  c o m p a r i n g  forma; 

t h r o u g h  t h e  i r  © H i d i n g s  I n  t h e r  ( a s  I n  o t h e r ,  e i t h e r ,  e t c * ) t h e y  

c o n v e y  t h e  im p ortant ok an lo g  o f  m u t u a l  d e p e n d e n c e *  T h e  d i g n i t y  

o f  m o t h e r h o o d  a n d  f a t h e r h o o d ,  o f  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e  e x p i r e d  w h e n  

o n e  b e c a m e  a  "w id ow " ; w h e n  O n e  B r o t h e r  o r  S l a t e i  d i e s ,  a  c h i l d  

e r a s *  * n o t  o n ly  to have broth*; : n or s i s t e r s  but s t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h  

to  be a b r o t h e r  or  s l a t e r  h im s e lf*  /  •< n  < t i {<- * t <u

The t r i b a l  m- c t i n  " w e r e  s p e n t  l a  f o r m a l  g r e e t i n g s *  The 

w h o l e  r i t u a l  c o n s i s t e d  i n  p l a c i n g  e v e r y b o d y  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  t h e  dead, Pec 1 c  b o w e d  e a c h  o t h e r  I n t o  f o r m a l  p o s i t i o n s  

b y  g i v i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  X xX xxt t h e  c o r r e c t  a u . e s .  T h e  q u a d r i l l e  

a n d  m i n u e t  ^ a n c e s  o f  t o d a y  a r e  th e  l a s t  r e l i c s  o f  th e  e s s e n c e
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o f  t r i b a l  speech* In th e s e  dance®, p eo p le  a r c  c o n t in u o u s ly

In t r o d u c e d  t o  each  o t h e r  and t h e r e b y  inform  each o t h e r  o f  

t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n ®  To b e  I n t r o d u c e d  M  each  o t h e r  was 

th e  p rim e v a l rm i*® f i r s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x p e r t  cue®* To know 

who .ay f a t h e r  and a e t h e r  w ere ,  was ay  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  and t h i s  

I  o n ly  le a r n e d  a t  th e  t r i b a l  m e e t in g  when t h e i r  a w e s  were 

fo rm a lly  c a l l e d  in  t h e  r o l l  c a l l *  T r i b a l  s p e e c h  waa and, i s  

formal i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p e o p le  t o  each o th er*  The t r i b e * s  tongue 

spoke to  th e  sicca b a r s  and q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y  lammafte was t  ornate*

Mo d i s t i n c t i o n  was betw een th e  s p i r i t u a l  a c t  o f  t h e  tongue 

and i t s  one tongue pens r a t e d  the whole body p o l i t i c

whose e yes  lo o k ed  down on the l i v i n g  f r o :.-, th e  t o t e .a  p o le  and 

whose g h o s ts  were fe d  in  t h e i r  g ra v e s *  _ The Shaman, the m ed icine  

man, fo a  on b ln  l i p s ,  pi sh ed  o u t  the  s a c r e d  names w hich t i e d  - 

th e  men and women t o g e th e r *  A l l  t h i n g s ,  l i k e  to n g u e ,  hand, 

arm, f e e t ,  p a t h ,  t r e e ,  were sym bols  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  t i e *  F o r  

the t r i b a l  s t a f f  o f  la n g u a g e  th e  s y m b o l i c a l  meaning o f  a  "word" 

^prevailed* Tongue did n o t  mean m §  o r  y o u r  p h y s i c a l  ton gue 

" a t  f i r s t "  - -  a s  modern a n a l y s i s  t h i n k s *  Tongues r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  

niiaip b e c a u s e  t h r  t r i b a l  to n g u e  waa in d e e d  th e  beginning o f  a l l  

s -'eeeb, a l l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s *  The t r i b e * ®  to n g u e ,  th e  s p i r i t * s  

arm, th e  a n  o f  Jis t ic® , t h e  f i n g e r  o f  u n d e r s ta n d !r ig ,  t h e  

womb o f  t im e ,  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a r e  th e  o r i g i n a l  

sr aning o f  our w ord s. And t h e i r  p u r e ly  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  and 

a n a to m ica l u s e  w i th  o u r s e l v e s  i s  o n ly  f o u r  hundred y e a r s  old#

The- r< a so .i  f o r  our m isu n d erstan d in g  o f  t r i b a l  la n g u a g e  p ro b le m s  

Is  s im p le .  :Ye assuae w antonly  t h a t  sp eech  ’’o r i g i n a l l y ” was 

In v e n te d  t o  t e l l  s t o r i e s  and to  l i s t  f a c t s *  T h is  i s  n o t  so *

Our e v id e n c e  i s  unanim ous o , t h i s  p o i n t « Sp eech  s&e p e o p le
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take their place in society. It introduced them to each other. 
The light o. Reason entered society not v i a  a desire to know 
oneself through one’s neighbor, man Is mutual explanatory.
We cannot try to know ourselves without falling sick. We know 
each other. If we know each other’s name* place, title, role, we 

can find our own. Our peace of mind then does not depend on 
our knw&ng the w o r l o r  knowing ourselves but on being i n t r o ­

duced to each other in the right manner.
P h l l o l o g 1 cally, this can be stated in these term si Artic­

ulated speech did not mean to f i n d  words for things but name® 
for people. The terra noun, expressing the signification

of a "word", <r igiaally w a  "name." And a name point® 180

The wall, in Pyramus and T h ls b e ,  is 0 w a l l . The crown in kgypt- 
1s 0 crown. The tongue and hand in the tribe are 0 tongue,
0 Hand. That i s  they share in the quality of  being named and 

in  r e q u ir in g  our b e in g  introduced to  them. Of th e  l i n g u i s t i c

uuortlt>
we s t r e s s  so much th e  o b j e c t s  o f  our c o n v e r s a t io n  t h a t  th e  speaker 
especially In t  he sciences, exclusively speaks OF h h is  object and 
t o t a l l y  f o r g e t s  t h a t  he m x i x  c o n v e r s e s  w ith  somebody t o  whom 

he must have been introduced b e fo re h a n d . S c i e n t i s t s  in c lu d in g  

l i n g u i s t s ,  t h in k  o f  language as containing w ords, v e r b s ,  nouns, 

a d j e c t i v e s ,  a d v e r b s .  Alan O a rd in e r  does not even mention the  

problem o f  names in  h is  books on the o r i g i n s  o f  la n g u a g e . But 

the "b efo reh an d  in t r o d u c t i o n "  was so t o  speak the on ly  stage 
of speech which Interested the tribes. Speech overcame them as 
they tried to make peace among each otter. And Name s kept the

though they may "sound" alike.

t r i a n g l e ? & 6 '.V. f ncm\as *.
• t •vta r\& c



fu r io u s  fights p e a c e f u l l y  a p a r t  when th e y  w ished t o  engage 
in  f i e r c e  combat over  a roman. Names p a c i f i e d  o r  i n f u r i a t e d ,  

d i r e c t e d  or  haunted men. Man’s f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  language 
was h ig h ly  r e a l i s t i c , -  th e y  experienced the  d i r e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  

f o r c e  o f  the right names f o r  th e  r i g h t  p e o p le .  Modern sci­
ence i s  b l in d  to  th e s e  p r o c e s s e s  and e x c la i m s : what i s  in
a namel But modern s c ie n c e  i s  v e r y  s a g a c io u s  about the-fce*»- 

i a e i e  wo&fr te rm in o lo g y  o f  i t s  own field. In its own field, 
scientific nomenclature tells the steps and experim ents  of 
t h i s  s c i e n c e ' s  historical grow th. S c i e n t i f i c  te r m in o lo g y  

retains the phases by which things have been mad© subservi­
ent to  our m a n ip u la t io n .  A l l  s c i e n c e  b e g in s  w ith  a r e c i p e : 

Bring  t o g e t h e r  one p ie c e  o f  i r o n  and one e q u a l l y  l a r g e  p ie c e  

o f  copper . . . Now the t r i b e s '  lan gu age  b e g a n : Bring t o ­

g e t h e r  one man o f  th e  w o lf - to te m  and one woman o f  th e  f i s h  

totem $. Speech was a most r a t i o n a l ,  and e l a b o r a t e  ceremon­

io u s  r i t u a l  of name c a l l i n g ,  r o l l  c a l l i n g ,  dance c a l l i n g .
! f

;The caller a t  a county  dance, th e  s t a f f . a a r g e a n t  at a r@ll 
c a l l ,  th e  b l e s s i n g  and c u r s in g  in  c a l l i n g  names, the  I n t r o ­

d u c t io n  by a c a l l e r ' s  c a r d ,  the c a l l i n g  upon o n e 's  name and 

su p p o rt ,  th e  c a l l  t o  the  m i n i s t r y  o r  any o t h e r  p r o f e s s io n ,  

and the  b e in g  c a l l e d  w ith  such and such a name, i s  a list 

o f  seven  shades o f  meaning i n t o  which th e  o r i g i n a l  meaning 

o f  Mc s f i l ” has been p r i s m a t i c a l l y  d i v e r s i f i e d .  I f  the  r e a d e r  

w i l l  use  h i s  im a g in a t io n  t o  r e u n i t e  all th e s e  seven meanings 

c a l l e r ' s  card  I n tr o d u c in g  p eo p le  t o  each o th e r  

c a l l i n g  names, c u r s in g  ( and b l e s s i n g )  f o e  o r  f r i e n d



r o l l  c a l l  o f  the w a r r io r s  of the t r i b e

c a l l  upon o n e 's  name f o r  an " a l l  out"

b e in g  c a l l e d  "The B o ld " ,  " th e  F a t " ,  by o n e 's  name

b e in g  c a l l e d  t o  move s w i f t l y  from position t o  p o s i t i o n  
in  a dance

f in d i n g  one self c a l l e d  t o  o n e 's  s t a t i o n  in  I l f ® :

he will be a b le  t o  r e l i v e  th e  tribal c o n s t i t u t i o n  of for­

mal, naming, p o l i t i c a l  speech*

The t r i a n g l e  v e r b s  names
s p ©a k e r  _____ ____ H a t  en er

t h i n g s  of ° o^er-sa\lcfy>y 
words

was h e a v i l y  u n d ersc o re d  on the h o r i z o n t a l  l i v e d .

L e t  us now compare once more th e  two t r i a n g l e s  o f  mod­

ern s c ie n c e  and t r i b a l  p o l i t i c s .  T h is  w i l l  a l lo w  us t o  r e ­

d i s c o v e r  th e  l o s t  p o l i t i c a l  meaning o f  th e  p e r s o n a l  pronouns.

The modern e n g in e e r ,  s c i e n t i s t ,  m a n u fa ctu re r ,  sa ys  to  

h im s e l f  o r  o t h e r s :

I f  I  take, If I w eigh , I f  I m ix, I f  I  s e l l ,  I f  I  p ro p o se ,  

I f  I  f i n d .

That i s  as f a r  as he is co n cern ed , he r e p r e s e n t s  h im s e l f  

to  h is  thought by v e r b s .

Then he supplements h i s  v e r b s :

I f  I t a k e  fey two wheels 
I f  I  w eigh by two m e ta ls  

I f  I  mix i g r  w a te r  and wine 

If 1 s e l l  fefc t e n  pairs o f  g lo v e s  

I f  I f i n d  by: two c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s ta te m e n ts  

and h ere  he e n v is a g e s  o b j e c t s  throu gh  the medium o f  worl/@ 

from the  d i c t i o n a r y .  Verbs and words r e p r e s e n t  th e  s u b j e c t i v e



and o b j e c t i v e  co rn e r  o f  sp eech , in modern o b j e c t i v e  thought

and expression®
scientist: terbs

ob j ec t r~w o'rds
heareri The anony­

mous p u b l i c .  
The millions 
The custom er

Only in one situation of the modern world, this is not so.
order

officer
..man

o b j e c t i v e

In the army, the officer must first single out definitely a 

named groups First platoon, Second Company, Third B a t a l l i o n ,  

G-rey Cat D i v i s i o n : T h is  Is more Im portant than th e  content®

The p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  between the  general and th e  u n i t  upon 

which he now c a l l s  In b a t t l e ,  i s  a l l  im p o rta n t .  The co n ten t  

o f  an o r d e r  can be changed. I t ' s  a d d re ss  i s  v i t a l .  I f  th e  

(messenger t a k e s  th e  o rd e r  to  a wrong unit, the battle in a l l  

p r o b a b i l i t y  w i l l  be co n fu sed  and lost® To secure th e  l o y a l t y  

between a commander and the d i v i s i o n  s i n g l e d  ou t a t  t h i s  

moment, is o f  a b s o r b in g ,  o f  a b s o lu t e  im p ortan ce . In v iew  o f  

this t a s k ,  th e  c o n te n ts  of h i s  o r d e r s  ap p e ar  seco n d a ry  and 

r e l a t i v e  and m u table .

The whole t r i b a l  o r d e r  pays its f i r s t  and permanent a t ­

t e n t i o n  to  the  h o ld  o f  sp e a k e r  o v e r  listener. The monoton­

ous r e p e a te d  c o n te n t  o f  th e  r i t u a l  d is a p p e a r s  beh ind  th e  

powerful i n c u l c a t i o n  o f  this h o ld .  The sa va g e  i s  "human" 

e x c l u s i v e l y  by r e c e i v i n g  a name w i t h in  one to n g u e . He has 

no co n s c io u s  l i f e  o u ts id e  t h i s  aamed p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  He
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comes to mental life as his name is called and as he is 
in tro d u ce d  to  h is  o p p o s ite  number. He sinks In to  unconscious­
ness as his name no longer e x p la in s  to  him high  and low, good 
and evil, before and after, left and right. When his name 
is called, he moves and knows how to move. Names give orien­
tation. They d i r e c t  us i n s i d e  th e  common w i l l .  Man has 

no will as a human being except within some frame of a larger 
community. Names give feelings. Man has no feelings except 
those which he hopes to see reciprocated. Feeling® crave 
responses. Again, responses only can happen between beings 
who move in  one f i e l d  o f  f o r c e ,  one bo&y politic, one s o c i e t y .  

But t h i s  means, f e e l i n g s  a re  h e a l t h y  o n ly  between p eo p le  who 

e a r  a r e * — I  a re  in tro d u c e d  to  each  o t h e r  by t h e i r  name!

And intellect is not g iv e n  t o  any trib esm a n  o u t s id e  h is  

name. For i t  is v i a  h i s  name a lo n e  t h a t  he opens up to any 

common u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  anf i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o c e s s .  His name is 
a s e c r e t  o u t s i d e  his group/ All names t o g e t h e r  form the
I

power  o f  the t r i b e .  The names a re  a g r o u p ’ s s e l f  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  

self e x p la n a t io n .  They a re  t h e i r  E n c y c lo p e d ia  B r i ta n n lc a *  

tie lan gu age  o f  e v e r y  t r i b e  i s  a s e c r e t  t o  ©very o t h e r  t r i b e *

I t  i s  a c l o s e d  shop. Only members u n d ersta n d  each o t h e r .

And o u t s id e  the m ag n etic  f i e l d  o f  the1r o l l  c a l l ,  p r i m i t i v e  

man dismisses h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  to  a d e g r e e  which has been 

p lagu ed  many o b s e r v e r s .
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i /ii XCi S b&^li!J|(T tj of all
inner mental process, a lifeless block* When the surf of the 
tribal gathering rises, tnis block is flooded again and wisely

ceremonies and. its dismissal from Lie «iinu of die men '.’ueri the 
meeting is aaj our no u, u mouern European observes often in England

in a peculiar p a r a l l e l. Here, the chairman of a lecture may 
give b. g.towing in t r o d u c t io n  of tlu evening's speaker, sparkling 
with it and yet ta s s. me chairman may not say one per - onal 

word when h ana tcu lecturer go uora ■ together, on the topic 
of the evening. Vais complet break etea stuns a Continental 
but it is the rythra of anybody steepeu In the parliamentary 
tradition, one is not of the same rnina, inside ana outside

a-eww outside tne teirmia- Mroldu-. The formal dress and place
of tennis makes him swing uis racket. i*e the; courts,
he may never display any interest in the game. This rythnyynust 

be brought into focus before pronouns can be understood*
In tut: tribal meetings, tv/fi&A or three times a year per-

other, according co the rules of the game• To tfuote thC|f modern

unu intelligently forms a part of the tribe's public proceedings*
S’UraeThis rythm, the of tribal i n s p i r i n g ,name bestowing

i5> soot~ j/goou tennis player wlll/farŜ
Co u.+t~

the tournament, just as 
■ fo f/u£o  ̂ j^n-v\\s

haps, men spoke f o r m a l l y ; a  modern
as .congruous ^ comparison to their ritual. Lines were formed 1-lkc coiryTs cere

\ >Kk .c1  )



e x p r e s s io n  t h a t  w ith in  s o c i e t y  we must p la y  th e  game and a b id e  

by the r u l e s  o f  th e  game, may sound f l i p p a n t .  But in  t h i s  ex­

p r e s s io n  th e r e  l i n g e r s  on th e  f a c t  t h a t  a co n v e n tio n  o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  has as u n b re ak a b le  r u l e s  as th e  code o f  sp ortsm an sh ip . The 

d ld e s t  language  o f  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  t r i b a l  code, i s  c e r t a i n l y  more 

e a s i l y  und erstood  as p la y i n g  a game than as u s in g  Noah W e b ste r ’ s 

d i c t i o n a r y  f o r  a co m p o sitio n  i n  E n g l i s h ,  At t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  th e  

p rim e v al c la n s ,  t h e r e  were no w o rd s , no synonyms, no r a t i o n a l i ­

z a t i o n s ,  no r e f l e c t i v e  t h o u g h t s ,  but s a c r e d  names, i n t r o d u c t o r y  

t i t l e s ,  p ow erfu l i n v o c a t i o n s .  The p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t  o f  sp eech , 

i t s  b o d i ly  i n f lu e n c e  was n e v e r  l o s t  s i g h t  o f .  To c l a s s i f y  c o r ­

r e c t l y  th e  sounds a t  a t r i b a l  m e e tin g  as  th e y  h i t  p e o p le ,  r e ­

c o i l e d ,  sprung o v e r ,  l e a p e d ,  ra c e d  o v e r  th e  bo w lin g  g r e e n ,  i t  

i s  l e s s  i n j u r i o u s  to  compare them t o  b a l l s  and t r a i l s  o r  any 

p h y s i c a l  a c t io n  than  to  what most p e o p le  to d a y  a s s o c i a t e  w ith  

th e  s o u n d less  term  "w o rd s " .  ^

T his  "game" o f  f l y i n g  sp eech es  and f l i n g i n g  names, l i k e
1

d a r t s ,  a rro w s , o r  b a l l s ,  which would i n t r o d u c e  a number o f  

movements and s t a n d p a t s ,  "p a s "  and p aces  among t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  

sh ould  be e n v is a g e d ;  th e  r e a d e r  w i l l  r e a l i z e  how i t  broke down 

a t  th e  c l o s e  o f  th e  fo rm a l m e e t in g .  What would tr ib esm e n  sa y  

t o  each o t h e r  a f t e r  t h e  m e e tin gs  d i s s o l v e d ?  ? ?

Or, what co u ld  be t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  in fo r m a l  sp e e c h , i n  

human s o c i e t i e s  a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  b e g in n in g s ?

T i l l s ,  th e n , i s  t h e  q u e s t io n  we must u n d ersta n d  i n  i t s  s o c ­

i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e f o r e  we can u n d ersta n d  where and when &s 

pronouns have t h e i r  p la c e  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  lan gu ageJ  The one 

r e l a t i o n  o f  " fo r m a l"  and " in f o r m a l"  i s  our p roblem .



-31-
The t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c r e a te d  two, not one, s i t u a t i o n s  

f o r  sp eech, one fo r m a l ,  one in f o r m a l .  The modern t r a d i t i o n  

s i n c e  Rousseau has t r i e d  to  a s s e r t  t h a t  th e  in fo r m a l  s i t u a t i o n  

preced ed  the f o r m a l , t h a t  sp ea k in g  man was in fo r m a l  o r  n a t u r a l  

f i r s t  and form al a t  t im e s .  The R o u s s e a u ite s  up held  t h i s  s e ­

quence: in fo r m a l p r im a ry ,  form a l se co n d a ry ,  b ecau se  th e y
as

d e c r ie d  a l l  f o r m a l i t y  *s- not s im p ly^ secon d ary  but a t  th e  same 

tim e as  een u n d e s ir a b l e ,  s o u l  c o r r u p t in g ,  freedom  en d a n g e rin g .

At th e  b e g in n in g , th e y  p ro c la im ed  t o  have been th e  gold en  age 

o f  i n f o r m a l i t y ,  nak ed n ess , u n co n ce rn j Hen t a l k e d  t o  each o t h e r  

c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  and l o v i n g l y ,  but f o r m l e s s l y .

In t h i s  p i c t u r e  o f  the  a b o r i g i n e s ,  one avowed error- was 

c o n ta in e d ;  / ^ f o r m a l  man d id  no t  t a l k  a t  a l l j  S p e e c h  was s t r i c t ,  

form u la  l i k e ,  s a c r e d ,  b in d in g  t’ N a tu r e  was s p e e c h l e s s .  When 

Rousseau dreamed o f  n a t u r e ,  he a s c r i b e d  t o  n a tu r e  one q u a l i t y  

" n a t u r e ” o r  "N a tu re ” d oes not p o s s e s s : n a tu re  has no in fo r m a l

speech handy nor has n a t u r a l  man th e  poyi/er t o  e x p r e s s  h im s e l f
)

i n f o r m a l l y  and c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  o r  p r i v a t e l y .  That i s  th e  v e r y

t h in g  he cannot do. . y
d e t e c t  hftu? ,%

The re a s o n  i s  t h a t  s p e e c m o t- home, i n  t h e  home but 

in  p u b l i c .  I t  was th e  i n t e n t  o f  speech t o  co n n ect  g e n e r­

a t i o n s ;  o v e r  a man’ s d e a th ,  sp eech  s o c i e t y  en d u re . A r t i c ­

u l a t e  sp eech  n e ve r  was in ten d e d  to  connect p e o p le  who l i v e d

t o g e t h e r . A r t i c u l a t e  speech  v a s  needed to  co n n ect  t h e  l i v i n g  
c(.e.cteA k&t~o S ^ O . ~mi> ,

and th e  d ead . A l l  a r t i c u l a t e  sp eech  h a i l s  from th e  f u n e r a l s

Aqc( k> , , , , ±oKjL.ih
Or v i c e  v e r s a  th e  s amo- people^vme- b u r i ^  t h e i r  dead 1  earnest

be=spe«k. Speech was th e  p ro d u ct  o f  f u n e r a l s ,  b u r i a l  was th e  

p r i c e  o f  sp e e c h . F or i t  was th e  a n c e s t o r ,  th e  S p i r i t  o f  th e



dead who spoke on in the t r i b e * s to n g u e .  Speech, then, is
ccrpTdlMifrQ# by which a time span is created which does

to*Cornh4S5*S
not exist otherwise*, //fessuper-natural time span b ecau se  i t  onoomTo - W ,  a Q&n%l\
passes the.dead and the living. An' absbra

5l&tjjLwas established by the articulation of an ancestor*s
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a e t y p e n o d  -tm pervioup-- OkJ ^  ilaul

name. It had to be articulate because it was meant to survive 
d e a th .

Speech is not the product of our environment but the pro­
ducer of a new environment, c u t t i n g  out p e r i o d s ,  g e n e r a t i o n s ,

p la c e s ,  districts which do not exist outside the naming power 
o f  man.

The animal nature in us, the mare and colt, cow and .calf, 
chicken and hen, bitch and puppie relation are not s p e e c h le s s *  

Animals speak. But they do not articulate, name, deciding, sp ee ch ­

i f y  or compose. Because $ta!e only had to articulate when we left 
our given environment and measured out an artificial one, with
w a l l s  and p a r t i t i o n s , terminals and d o o r s ,  ends and b e g in n in g s .

) ̂ Speech of this type, of the human type, is extremely formal.
To articulate meant to gather people into a special and public 
situation as they had to be elevated beyond t h e  moment and made 
t o  realize the power of a generation, and o f  a whole tribe. All 
articulate speech  had to  overcome th e  r e s i s t a n c e  of th e  n a t u r a l  

man, of th e  b i t c h  and th e  dog and t h e  puppy i n  us a l l : To 

sp ea k , in  t h e  tribe, meant to  l e a r n  h i s t o r y  and p o l i t i c s  (lt~•fefee-

1 gv̂ g.. .......
-L U X I g  U T L l'g^  ©

The modern r o m a n t i c i s t s  t h i n k  t h a t  mother and c h i l d  &£&- 

invenla^speeeh among t h e m s e l v e s . They deduce from b a b ie s  th e
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o r i g i n  o f  sp ee ch . T h is  i s  w ith o u t  any fo u n d a t io n .

The act of speech was the highest act of adult man. A dec- 
laration o f  war, the election of a president, a marriage vow, 

come next in our days t o  the f i r s t  r i t u a l  o f  speech, Man spoke
A 4~at ex ti jp rd in a ry  occasions, n o w ordinarily. To this day, ordinary- 

folks don't speak. We talk, w e  gossip, we iquse, we whimper, we 
hint, we erack  j o k e s. But when do we speak? In C o u r t, at town 
meeting, in voting, in the pulpit, in a book, in a letter to 
the editor. Hr |ven w ith  us^is th e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  act t o  speak. 
And our ordinary^a$J*cSr*is i n  shirt sleeves, f u l l  o f  lapses and

omissions.
I t  was all the more, s o  in antiquity. When the hunter re­

turned to his wife and children from the tribal meeting, he found 
them as y e t  without speech, Man learned the great names by heart at 
the tribal meeting. Also, we should mention that they were tat­
tooed upon his skin. In ofche history of writing, the tattoos are 
wrongly omitted. Man's dances, names, aye pedigree were scratch­
ed upoii his skin, as a "lifetime edition" Of the tribe's tongue.

v of&ft.
Initiated into a formal way^in heart and skin, the men

returned to their squaws and taught the women and children part
flhd >iof ipO-Aii iuQne. , _

of their new wisdom. They spoke/ but they iq&4keo|informally.
/informal speechj 4qt~replaces nouns by pronouns, names by
nick-names, verbs by auxiliary verbs.

The core of informal speech is "this", "that", "is", "be", 

"Dick", "Pat", "here", "there"•
W&T is that so? Informal speech is carried on f r o m day 

to day from man to man. Formal speech is carried on from a t  

least year to year from the dead to the living. Americans love 

to speak o f  th e  President as T edd y. And they lo v e  h i s  nick-nam e
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so mu oh that they forget fciie fact: they only treasure so highly
their object of calling him Teddy because he is> the twentieth 
or thirtieth president of the United States of America under the 

Constitution of 1787.
A woman may call Dr. Holmes with the nick-name of the days

of their courtship but she has married him just the same for 
the reason that in the eyes of the world he was Dr. WMver Wen­
dell Holmes. It is the polarity of her informal nick-name and 
the formal name Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes in the social register 
which is the truth of the matter. The informal is explained by 
the formal, never vice versa! And the modern heresy which says 
that "In the beginning people talked informally”, is the great­
est obstacle in the understanding of any history. It omits the 

leading half of our conscious life. If philosophises from the 
parlor in an informal after dinner mood and in this mood for­
gets the formal way of life.

"This"— meaning a piece of furniture in the room—  makes 
sensb if we both see the table. "That” is understandable if
we both can point at the chair. But without the formality of 
public life there could be neither tables nor chairs. And in 
fact, tables and chairs are creatures of very elaborate rituals. 
The building of a table and the being seated on a chair, were 
tremendous religious ceremonies of the formal community, 
the parliamentary proceedure of putting a matter on the table 
of the house and of tabling it, or of taking the chair, and of 
holding a chair, we may still ..trace the full meaning of the two

acts as constitutional processes. A table Jts&s —  -----

mon meal. Anybody who has seen soldiers, C.G.G, boys, bums, fight



for
Bread on a table is passed around, that is, it belongs to all.
Similarly, any chair gives rank. To this day, men get out of
their chairs, when a woman stands.

I have mentioned taole and chair to bring back the full
weight of primeval speech once more. Material and political

Ocf)
meaning in a noun was then undivided! Tho table was tfe©/!ex- 

Tke. -j~
pression of X  political creeds f*hat people should share their
bread as companions • So was the ch^ir the sign thjlat a man

-iouS/
held office* The chair, ttP = *3 E 3 -n o w  a coamodity/ was invented 

by men to wnom it was a symbol, .and chairs and table were 
articulated solely because they embodied political actions. 
They were the products of constitutional proceedings. Sven 
cooking came into existence as a religious process.

8!p>od, knows that a table first of all ooromands respect:

One more step we now must take to grasp the role of pro­
nouns. Because chair and table, sit! and stand!, tongue and 
hand, three and seven, Harold and brother, were names of con­
stituting order, they were meant to express this order last­
ingly. This they could not do unless they outlasted the 
present moment and. the shifting spot in which they were utter­
ed. Did not these names prescribe the proper ways of approach 
for preventing life to end abruptly by morder or destruction? 
That names introduced the living partners of one order to 

each other, was the grand victory over the breakdown of human 
relations. They were the pegs by which man fixed his tent 
on this globe. The spot in which the names were spoken as 
well as the hour or day on which these nominations o c c u r r e d ,  

became fixed. Hames created fixed times and spaces. A spot



became a place by a name. An abrupt second became a e±aee~fey-a 

n e cu rre n t  festival by the names shouted in the dance around, the 
totem  p o le .

Long times and. definite spaces are the aims of 3peech. For 
their creation, speech was needed. To speak means to coordi­
nate time and space beyond the perception p.-? the five s e n s e s .  

Speech originally was not " p r a c t i c a l ” . It always was transcend­
ing any given practice. It always constituted a period and a 
district not given heretofore. The physical universe knows of 

neither times nor spaces in the plural, The universe knows of 
no other generations nor lands. Solely through names did men 
have fathers and hunting grounds. Where th o  table was set, and 

the chair was placed, there was Sacred ground, where H arold was 
hailed, th e r e  was the same life, the same to n g u e ,  the same chair. 
And this sameness through times and spaces was the high hope 
to  be achievedI

Wherever the name Lothar was called out, the Body Politic 
still' was alive. But "this” and. ”that” point to the present 
place and time and belong to the present moment and spot. I 
may say "then” and "there" to you because we physically are to­
gether. Both of us must be at the same spot at the same moment 
and lo o k  out from it into a "then” or "there", before pronouns 
make sense.

But we must become formal i f  Dr, O l i v e r  W endell Holmes * 

p la c e  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  medicine and in  t h e  developm ent o f  

B oston i s  a t  s t a k e .  H is name and h i s  name a lo n e  g e t s  Holmes

o u t s i d e  the environment o f  his w i f e ’ s b r e a k f a s t  t a b l e ,  and bed
lu dcoHt

chamber. Holmes has d e b ts  in h i s t o r y .  The pronouns " t h i s "  or



"then” are undated and unplaced. They wholly depend, on p h y s i ­

c a l  coexistence of the people talking. Now we are prepared, I 
hope, to assess the personal pronouns "I", " h e " ,  "she", "you", 
etc. andthe pronominal verb "to be". Let us first deal with 
"to be", because this verb has been in the foreground of phil­
osophy in the last centuries. Cogito, ergo sum, was worshipped 
as great wisdom by many people; they all have the edge on me 
who has never understood, the meaning of this little word "sum",
I am, in Descartes context.

Probably, the use of pronouns in old tim.es can be more 
readily placed if a modern man is enabled to l&ok through the 
modern hoax of this pro-verbial word, "sum"• They are of pre­
cisely identical function and structure. "Being", "essence", 
ever since the Greeks is a great trouble maker. I have seen 
Mr. lltisnnc Gils in ecstasies ov r th • ico.a of n̂ tre,"

Supreme Being has tv en used of God. We ore told that we all 
crave f o r being, asansxkt Parmenides created the craze for Being,
1 Li eve. Plato and Aristotle continued the f shion. Philo­
sophers played with pronouns because they were outcasts of 
society and. its formal laws, -religion and politics. Th verb 
to be, "being" is the pro-verb for all oth-r verbs. 1 "write"
now, I "ate" before, I may "do nothing" hereafter. I never "am." 
But as an abbreviation, I say so. I am is the incorporation of 
all eossiblt acts- inti) cna common denominator. Being is an 
abstraction arrived at by striu ing all verbs of their particular 
content. Common denominators always are meaning!oSs to outsiders. 
"To be" is a word which makes sense t those who know life, death 
war, p ;.ace, joy, suffering. If 1 tell them: I have been they know



what I am t a l k i n g  about. To be, fc a demonstrative pronoun 
which stand® for the  v e r b s ,  which i may have en acted  and which 
and are conjured up in my listener8® memory. But j u s t  as "this" 
makes sens© ©cluslvely to you who can s@© me point w ith  my finger 

at this tables Being is quite worthless to a c h i l d  who has not 
yet acted or suffered. The common denominator "being" reduces 
the verbs for the many actions and passions of a full life to 
the one arithmetical sum of verbs. It is then a verbal pronoun 
used in the informal discussions of the classroom for the most 
formal aches There we can sp ak of the "essence" of life where- 
as it n& y mean born as an American, dying as a traitor, e a t i n g  

as a pig® making money like Rockefeller, lying like Falstafff 
or philosophizing like Plato. And all these emerging and ex­
isting concrete acts of character forming are lumped together 
in the classroom as the essence of life* It is fain wonder 
that the so-called existentialists protest against this aux*

Hilary verb "being" or "essence" and stress the concrete and
Ispecific processes as the only ones which.exist.
I have b o th e re d  the reader w ith  the deadening generali­

zations of the p r e s e n t  day c l a s s  room, for no wanton digression. 

These school rooms of modern education are the centers of 
modern informal speech, host of the potential readers of this 
paper had their minds formed in these classroom®. .And therefore, 
they take the "pronominal" informal discussion of the class­
room on "b e in g "  and " i s "  for the normal s t a r t i n g  point o f  t h e i r  

study of speech. They actually presuppose that man*s first 
se n te n c e s  could have b e e n: Man " i s "  good or th e  w orld  "is"
round, or G-od "la" eternal. No. A man attacked, the world ■
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changed, and God thundered, were sp eech -form in g  sentences o f  

fo rm a tiv e  sp eech . N e ith e r  "is** nor ’’that" nor ° h e ” nor MI M

entered t h i s  orb of articulate speech.
The o ld  t r i b e  ̂ iiad t h e i r  classroom s i t u a t i o n ,  too* To

the educational halls and campuses of our time, then th e  email 
f a  i l l y  group co rresp on d ed . There was found the p r im e v a l  in®

formal situation for pronominal speech which today lives in 
the classroom. With the proper names, already the primitives 
dispensed, in certain instances* We find in our anthropolo® 

gistS records that Red Face and white E a g le ,  at the tribe’s 
gatherings, do say of themselves Red Face will speak. White 
Eagle has spoken# On the other hand, in I m p e r a t iv e s  of lan­

guage, go, bring, wait, march, it is as with the Kai The 
forceful speech ia woven between the speaker and. nie obedi­
ent audience t o  t i g n t l y  t h a t  t h e  name o f  neither speaker nor 

listener has to intervene? The formal vocatives of the names 
in p c l i t l e . e s  were added# But In the f® i l y ,  they  were dispensed
w ith .

v.

In the f a m i ly ,  whenever the named members im ported their 
heartls and skin’s learning to the uninitiated, pronouns were 

in order? names we may suppose were w ith e ld *  They were left 
unspoken like a sword is left in  its sheath as the s o le m n ity  

for their use was not pressing. The Father white Eagle at' 
home wouiu not say: White Eagle speaks# He would say, i
speak this, not white Eagle* 1 was his title to his author­

ity as a father. And so he could s a y i  I tell you* Thou 
do t h i s .  He has told me# Pronouns and in fo r m a l  speech a re  

a compromise between th e  p r e - fo r m a l  i n a r t i c u l a t e  speech s u f f i ­

c i e n t  in  any sp ot  and momentary groups in  which the members e a n



p o i n t . And the formal articulate speech needed in recurrent 
and permanent group in whlc’nthe e v e n ts  must be named to be 
identified. Mom is Mother? Daddy, deformed as i t  is *  re­
minds remotely of leather® "This", nameless as it is, a t  

least has aft gram m atical ending? so has ’’ t h a t ” . Pronouns, 
are net older than nouns—  as Rousseau and the whole romantic 
school implicitly imagined-- t h i s !  —  but they r e t r a n s p o r t  

the gains of formal speech into a pr@for.mil situation. The pro­
noun Is the compromise because i t  I s  in f o r m a l .  The inform al*  

to  repeat, is a compromise between th e  Inarticulate and the 

articulate. Animals utter sounds. So does natural man. But 

both remain inarticulate® Tribes speak articulately because 

they rise above the  moment and the spot of p h y s i c a l  presence. 
Karnes and dates depend on spaces and t im es which go beyond the 
five senses of th e  moment, beyond common sense. Families 
and schools? are a llo w e d  to speak of me and ye® of being and 
tha^ man* o i  '"things and of this and that* because the f u l l -  

f le d g e d  names f o r  every man and woman and 'plant and part of 
the globe and date in h i s t o r y  are kept on record elsewhere.

This record elsewhere in somebody elae*s heart, ®» or pigskin, 
allows us to talk glibly of “you xnow that famous play i don’t 
reou- "iber by naoe" and " tint great battle some ti ic ago."' "SOfiae" 

and "any" in the classroom, are pronouns that nave, a luxurious 
growth. They go wits. "Being," "existence" and similar abbrevia­
tions of abstract philosophy and science. n@, 1, Thou® you, are 
the pronouns in tne family. The loss of "th o u "  in English during 
the lest 300 years is of course a wouderfuly illustration of now 
the philosophical classroom tongue has replaced the family 
interior, everybody, in "you," is addressed as a plural, ho

mailto:pr@for.mil
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“thou" is personally singled out, ye expected, in our Newtonian 
world, always to speak to everybody as we would speak to everybody 
else. Mo distinction is made between an flesh and blood and a 
stranger. The funniest result of the replacing of "Thou" oy th e  

plural "you" is the isolation of God. He still is "Thou" in the 
liturgies and nsalms and prayers® Hut Gal is no longer king 
since we address the king as "your .majesty," not as "Thou®"
Neither is God any longer the child In the manger since we 
address even the child in the cradle as "you. darling". Among 
us people who believe in  God must either become Quakers and 
"Thou" and " th e e "  again or must address God as "you" In their 

wrestling with Him® At any time In history the pronouns delin­

eate our Informal environment. "Thou" among Anglo-Saxonshas 
left the informal environment and now is a stiff solemn name 
in the prayer book. The historical derivation of Thou from 

the moat in fo r m a l,  personal, situation of mother and youngster 
and father and sister cannot alter the fact that today th* 

word' "thou" is of forbidding formality! Its history proves 
that the way not exclusively leads from full nouns to deflated 
p ronouns. In our case, the pronoun has been elevated nearly 
to the rank o f  a name, to  ur name of God, ind eed , wfc.icn i s  

most u n m ista k a b ly  unique and God's alone.

To Summarize:
I ,  you, we, omit th e  names o f  sp ea k e rs  and l i s t e n e r s ,  Ju st 

as " i t "  or  "they" omit the name© of the people spoken of® Nouns 
and names a re  e x t r a - p o l a t e d  by pronouns. The realm wheih i s  

p red o m in an tly  pronominal, is th e  f a m i ly  o f  parents and c h i ld r e n .

In primeval times, the line ran between tribal meetings and
family fellowship. Some tribes made great efforts to absorb



"thou" is personally singled out. Yve expected, in our Newtonian 
world, always to speak to everybody as we would spea^ to everybody 
else. No distinction is made between an flesh and blood and a 
stranger. The funniest result of tne replacing of "Thou" oy the 
plural "you" is tne isolation of G-od. he still is "Thou" in tne 
liturgies and esains and prayers. But God is no longer King 
since we address the king as "your majesty," not as "Thou."
Neither is G-od any longer the child in the manger since we 
address even the child in the cradle as "you darling". Among 
us people who believe in G-od must either become Quakers and 
"Thou" and "Thee" again or must address G-od as "you" in their 
wrestling with Him. At any time in history the pronouns delin­
eate our informal environment. "Thou" among Anglo-Saxonshas 
left the informal environment and now is a stiff solemn name 
in the prayer book. The historical derivation of-Thou from 

the most informal, personal, situation of mother and youngster 
and father and sister cannot alter the fact that today th® 
word)"thou" is of forbidding formality! Its history proves 
that the way not exclusively leads from full nouns to deflated 
p ronouns. In our case, the pronoun has been elevated nearly 
to the rank of a name, to tne name of God, indeed, whicu is 
most unmistakably unique and God’s alone.

To Summarize:
I, you, we, omit the names of speakers and listeners, just 

as "it" or "they" omit the names of the people spoken of. Nouns 
and names are extra-polated by pronouns. The realm whcih is 
predominantly pronominal, is the family of parents and children.
In primeval times, the line ran between tribal meetings and
family fellowship. Some tribes made great efforts to absorb
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t h e " n a t u r a l"  f e l lo w s h ip s  by extended f e a s t i n g ,  by lo n g  v i s ­

i t s  o f  one fa m i ly  w ith  th e  o th e r ,  by common hunts and the 

w arpaths. J u s t  as th e  Roman Church gave 161 h o l id a y s  to  

h er  f a i t h f u l  b e fo r e  The Reform ation, so the t r i b e s  extended 

t h e i r  t r i b a l  l i f e  in to  th e  c a le n d e r  o f  t h e i r  members e x c e s s ­

i v e l y .  However, i t  was im p o s s ib le  to  absorb  the  n a t u r a l  l i f e  

t o t a l l y .  The p r e - t r i b a l  or  e x t r a - t r i b a l  f a c t s  of l i f e  r e ­

mained a b a r r i e r  f o r  form al and named sp eech. The non-form al 

s i t u a t i o n  a lw 0ys was th e r e  to  compete w ith  th e  fo rm a l.  And 

the pronouns t h e r e f o r e  a lw ays sap and undermine th e  solem­

n i t y  o f  form al names.

This i s  a p e r p e tu a l  p r o c e s s ,  n e ve r  s e t t l e d .  The Fiihrer 

or  S t a l i n  became "He" in f o r m a l l y ,  t o  s t r e s s  th e  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  

s i t u a t i o n .  One has not s a id  a n y th in g  d e c i s i v e .  The pronoun 

can be denied  o u ts id e  the realm  o f  the f i v e  se n se s  o f  th o se  

p r e s e n t . The pronoun t h e r e f o r e  i s  a permanent weapon o f  our 

U n o f f i c i a l  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a g a i n s t  our o f f i c i a l  and p u b l ic  e x i s t  

ence. There a re  no pronouns in  p u b l i c  R e co rd s. They must 

r u n : F ebruary  12 ,  1830, Tuesday, W illiam  Brown d ie d .

But the  widow o f  W illiam  Brown may w eep: "He d ie d  a

y e a r  ago to  t h i s  d a y . " "He", " a " ,  " t h i s "  a r e  th r e e  pronouns*

They a l l  make widow Brown's s tate m e n t  In fo rm al .

I have used  th rou gh ou t h ere  th e  term in fo r m a l f o r  the 

pronominal® s i t u a t i o n .  And I t h e r e f o r e  may have not s u f ­

f i c i e n t l y  succeed ed  to  p a in t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  v i v i d l y  enough/ 

in  the r e a d e r ' s  mind. I co u ld  not h e lp  h i s  d e f i fe in c y  v e r y  

w e l l  as i t  i s  so n e c e s s a r y  f o r  any f r e s h  approach t o  speech 

t h a t  we should  see  the dual c h a r a c t e r  o f  speech  as inherent



to man’s history. Both, formal martial law and informal re­
laxation, nouns and pronouns, have existed from time immemorial 
It is pure romanticism to explain speech without the insight 
into this polarity. It is an external polarity, the public and 
the private, the official and the inofficial, the formal and 
the informal both must exist dide by side lest we fall silent 
and have nothing to say. However there is one term which 
beautifully sums up the pronominal and informal atmosphere 
of speech. And its introduction now at the end may picture 
more vividly the actual clash of two spaces and two Eras, in 
nouns and pronouns, names and words, titles and nich names, 
verbs and auxiliary verbs.

Modern Romanticism loves the term Common Sense. Common 

Sense says, common sense dissuades, common sense laughs. What 
is the place of common sense philosophy, this God of modern 
Man, in his real life? Against common sense, he gives goes 
to war, starves, is divorced, pushed around by p^ow^ers 
beyond his control. But common sense always encourages us, is 
back with us in a time of need. It would seem that Common 
Sense 13 exactly the sublimation of the pronominal sphere.

When certain time spans and certain areas of meaning have 
become a natural Common sense moves inside this time and 
that space with complete pronominal ease. This Is this, and 
that Is that, we will all say in a familiar situation. And 
"that’s all there is to it", is the sublime conclusion of such 
familiar situations. Common sense, then breaks a certain 
time span and a certain district as the absolutely only 
frame of reference and thinks inside these given data.



A statesm an alw ays w i l l  have to  have one l e g  i n  the  

common p la c e s  o f  common sense and th e  o th e r  in  the  enemy camp 

o f  r e a l i t y  and o f  new sp ace s  and new t im e s .  The p o l i t i c i a n  i s  

s a t i s f i e d  i f  common sense ap p la u d s. The term Common sense n e a t l y  

e x p r e s s e s  the f a c t  t h a t  our se n se s  p e r c e i v e  a n a t u r a l  h o rizo n  

o f  space around us w i t h in  the  h o r iz o n  and our h o rse  sense 

has some i n k l i n g  o f  time spans f o r  which we should  p r o v id e .

Common sense r e a l l y  r e f l e c t s  on a p h y s i c a l  environm ent o f  

space and time which i s  tak en  f o r  g r a n te d  as though i t  were 

the o n ly  n a t u r a l  environm ent.

I f  th e  r e a d e r  i d e n t i f i e s  common sense and pronom inal sp eech, 

f o r  a moment—  I  do not p re te n d  t h a t  the i d e n t i t y  i s  a b s o l u t e - -  

he w i l l  p e r c e i v e  how much l i n g u i s t i c s  have worked under the 

i n f lu e n c e  o f  a one s id e d  t h e o r y .  Common sense  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  

a m ighty power in  the  w orld  to d a y .  And Common sen se  p h ilo s o p h y  

co n fu se s  nouns and pronouns, v e r b s  and a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s ,  names 

and n ic k  names, fozrn and i n f o r m a l i t y .  I t  l i v e s  an a l l e g e d  

n a t i i r a l  in fo rm a l e x i s t e n c e . I t  d e n ie s  th e  t r a g i c  c h a r a c t e r
V.

o f  a l l  speech as a c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a b r id g e s  o v e r  e n m it ie s ,  

b r e a k s ,  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  and war. I t  cannot make peace 

because  i t  cannot admit t h a t  names must open new p a th s  b e f o r e  

th e r e  can be p ea ch .
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V. HOUSE OF HQRUS

The pronominal process is postulated by the existence of 
articulate speech with its hard forms of naming, entitling, in­
troducing, aftd prescribing everlasting orders between never- 
lasting men. Pronouns alleviate this hardness. They “harmon­
ize" • The pronominal process is a release of human energies 
sacrificed to the tribe's spirits and tongue. The tribe is 
"inhuman"• There is the rub. Once a warrior always a warrior. 
Names terrorize people. Today an example is the terrorizing 
effect of the names Jew, Negro, Jap, Wasp, G-erman, Communist.

This is the point at which the enjglre builder's revolt a -  

gainst the inhuman tribal system becomes explicable.
T h i s - i a - k h e - p e i n t - a k - w h i e h - t h e - e m p i r e - b u i l d e r 1 s - r e v e l f c
Where could a man in 3000 B.C. find sympathy for h i s  i n ­

sight that man should divest himself of his tattoos, that once 
a warrior always a warrior was an obsolete maxim? i n - E g y p t  

we-find-the-king1s-mether-added-te-his-namer-himself-marry­
i n g -  t U e - s i s b e r T -  s t a r - g a a e B s -  s e t -  a s i d e -  a s - a -  s e p a r a t e -  e l a s s  

s u p p e r t e d - f r e a - p « t e l i e - f u n d s r - e i « a n - s h a v e n -  In Egypt' 4  H o u s e  

of Horus we find the following changes compared with tribal 
ritual: The name of a king's mother is added to his name;
he himself marries his sister; stargazers are set aside as 
a separate class supported from public funds; No tatoos ini­
tiate the member of the new house. King and priest are 
clean shaven over the whole body; the tatoos are transplanted 
from the skies to the house of Horus and consecrate the w a l l s  

of the temples. We find a real obsession with Houses. The 
house embodies the constitution. The "House cf Horus", "Hathor" 
is depicted on the oldefst plate of King Manner. The oldest
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name of Pharao is set writ within a "house” on which the falcon 
hovers. Only the king may build the houses of the Gods, with 
the help of a special Goddess, Shes'nat. The Goddess Nep thet,
Isis’ sister, means "the Mistress of the House" in her hiero­
glyph. The experience of "house" was the new thrill of Egypt®
Huts we can see on their pictures-—  they had had before, but 
not houses. A house is oriented and laid out according to the 
laws of the cosmos; a hut is a shelter against the cosmos I

The creator of this anti tribal organization (who united 
at ’least some scores of different tribes to a new political unit) 
based his claim to authority on his "domestic" sphere. Quite 
naturally, because in his day outside the tribe, only this 
domestic sphere existed. The last shall be first. The vision 
of the Empire builders proclaimed the world their house and 
home. They protested and defied the tribal meetings and their 
ancestors. They replaced them by divine right. Now divine, 
divas, d c o s in Homer, are astral terms. The new "despots" 
the hew Lords of Hou ses in the sky claimed immediate inspiration, 
without the detour of blood ancestry from a great grand-father.
This is the strange fact of Imperial Egypt that the Pharaos based 
their rights on being skyborn, not father-born. And they expressed 
this by the anti tribal symbol of the house where their mother 
and sister were with them (this was expressed in various ways: 
the mother's name was made important; Hathor {which me ans the 
house and the womb of Horus) was important. Isis as the mother 
of Horus was important. The fact of all these underscore the 
identity of the theme: Pharao is "Thou" in a family, not a 
member of a tribal gathering. He is Pharao with his women folk, 
not with the men on the warpath.



And this explains the urgent necessity of creating a divine 
family in which Pharao may converse, Pharao must enter a sky 
family so that he there may "Thou" and "Thee" with brothers, 
sisters, parents. In the last decades anthropologists have 
become used to speak of a "skyworld" for the relig. ous cosmos 
of the empires. "Skyfamily" strikes me as more correct® Pharao 
in order to be relieved from tribal tattoo, had to find an extensive 
family, a family infinitely more imposing than the tribe. The 
families had been under the thumb of the tribe. They were the 
tribe's creation. They lived by its order and good graces. Children 
in the family had no names. The tribe named them. The tin an tip at ion 
of Pharao's family fro: the tribal taboos depended on his 
finding other relations outside the clan. He had to soar into a 
family group which no small clan could treat as its part.

This unique family of Pharao was found in his sky relations.
And the "Ka" spoken to him by tie se relations, made him, not a 
member of a clan, but a member of a family without the detour across
th<b clan!
h

This could isot be more emphatically expressed than by the Ka. 
All full names were tribal and under tribal ancestral sanctions. As 
late as in Jesus' story and genealogies the wrestling wito such 
ancestral sanctions is acutely felt. How strong must they have been 
when the first Pharao confronted from 50 to a hundred tribes with 
his conception of South and North kingdom? So the gods did not 
name/ him but they adopted him: Thou art our son, brother, beloved, 
sharing bed and table with us• The Ka stripped Pharao of any 
tribal "affiliation" and "association." He became unique among men 
because Korus s id "Thou" to him. A new era opened.
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Polytheism was a compulsion. The tribal namesooulb not be 
exploded without a non-tribal home for the ruler and his family, his 
servants. The "House" is the technical term for such a home which 
no longer is secondary to the tribe.

In the tribes, the smallest unity, mother and her young, husband 
and wife and children, is an inspiring consciousness. They are 
/ derivative, thse huts and uaves and tents and shelters.

In the empires, the secondary a d derivative was made the 
footstool of eternity: the House of Horus resulted. But the 
the house's lord, had to become divine because he had to s peab inside 
some politics, unit, some orb of dialogue and reply. The cosmic 
forces spoke. The gods arose and were heard. K<aw? In their return! 
The speech of a god consists in the recurrence of his apparition.
This is his manner of speech to man. <\e can count on him. The gods 
recur. For the Egyptians divinity is recurrence. Everything that 
recurs Is observed. And observation is observation in its full 
sense, observancy of observant servants! These Egyptians w e r e more 
scifentific than the Greeks: they observed better. is astounding
what they did observe in the sky and also what they measured, on 
earth. The examination of. their measuring and surveying 
capacity is quite wrongly omitted by many modern Egyptologists who 
dread the Pyramldomaniacs.^

£)kbk One more word on "divine." The term Divine is non^trl bal 
cosmic. Odysseus is dios, Julius dios, because Zeus, tbs sky, Is their 
immediate origin. They are of Jupiter's House. The other gods are

1) For an astounding example.......



his sisters and brothers. This I do not hear mentioned wnen Zeus is 
declared to be the ft her of all the gods. But it explains poly­
theism . The gods were the first family nous ehold of critical, speech - 
insriring power. The cosmic power gave origin to a new linguistic 
layer. The term origin itself is the product of cosmic household- 

thinking. In the tribe, generations were generated. Now, however, 
wherever a divine ruler appears, he has his origin, as the sun, in 

the "orient." The word i&xxii "origin" itself comes from rising like 
the sun. Perhpps it is linguistically a hybrid, keeping the stern of 
"gen" in generation, in its second half. CexrbK&n is that the 
Latin "gentes" preceded any "origin" of home as a templar nouae of 
the Sky God and his sons, of Jupiter, aiars, Romulus. Rome copied 
Egypt in ô /ther words wnen it "arose" in the Orient with the sun.

Rome, and the Rouse of the Gods xxskk rose in harmony with the 
cosmic forces, and by entering a family 01 gods it received its 
religious terminology. This we to this day repeat whenever we speak 
of origins. "To aief original 'means to be as old as creation," the 
poet Holderlin has said rightly, for the original is not ta to be

V.

absurd or abstrusfe or sensational but to hear the stars and the birds 
speak again with convincing eloquence, and to make men behave in such 
a manner that the seasons and the gods may recur forever. The 
Pharaonic experience is the experience of the recurrence of the 
divine.

In the Old Testament Noah is put in Pharao's place throughout.
His history is the polemics of loses against Pharao, as the flood of 
the year is replaced by One historical flood, so Noah's rainbow is 
the oneness of God against mere recurrence. Yet Noah is promised the 
eternal recurrenc e of the seasons, in the grand manner. This 
polemics, of the Old Testament had to safeguard Egypt's lasting



contribution. Pharao broke wit. thet ribe and leaned on a House. He 
was the first Lord of a manor. The question may be asked why the 
conflict of "house" and "clans" has escaped notice in the gjfeat 
century of historical research. I have, I feel, some right to explain 
this oversight,/ because in 1914 I publisned a whole volume on 
this political problem. It was called "Kttnigshaus und St&nme in 
Deutschland" and discussed the immense and centuries-long conflict 
between the Royal nouse of the Holy Roman Bnperor and the tribes whch 
the Emperor tried to unite as a proolem of political science. Our 
individualistic age simply had declined to read the sources literally. 
Whenever the sources sal d "House" "palace"2throne" the modern inter­

preter insisted on reading the person1s individuality into it. The 
liberal historians confused ship and kingship® They confused a Pharao 
xifcx and a Hitler. They carried their individualistic or altruistic 

view of social life into the past. But the sources show how through 
the last thousand years political struggle gradually evolved tne 
various parts of One house: Chapel, Palace, Court, Chamber, Parliament, 
cabinet, Bureau, came to have constitutional significance and each of 
them doninated the scene for one or two centuries. The history of 
occidental royalty then was not the history of individual st apeless 
men but the unfolding of the potential organization of tne Ruler’s 
house. This list:

ChapelPalace
Curia
CameraCabinet

is familiar to any historian. The thesis of my volume could not be 
denje d. .My posing of the real organ of evolution proved convincing.
Not the individual but the House was recognized as the real issue 
in constitutioaal development.



I can assure the reader that I had forgotten these insights and 
explorations completely. Thirty-three years, two wars, two revolutions 
two continents had intervened. This paper was finished before I 
remembered the old problem of medieval constitutional law of my youth­
ful endeavor. However I think there is no reason of concealing It now. 
On the other band, it does, of course, not prove anything directly®
All that it does suggest is that the organization of a ruler' b  

household, is something very definite and that it offers problems 
of sharp contrast to the matital law around which all tribal organi­
zation is built. It tnerefore is important for any discussion of the 
road fro;- tribe to empire to stress tne new principle of organization 
which a Dounes, a household, represents in the history of mankind.
Huts are not houses. Shelters are not houses. The House of Pharao 
was something utterly new: a household. ' And it was in conflict with 
thet ri cal traditions. The treatment of the Egyptian dead should 
suffice/to illustrate the contrast. In the tribes, the dead ruled 
supreme. The loyalty was to the ancestor. He had not died, polit­
ically. This is changed in Egypt. Fob in Egypt the dead were put under 

E
judgment. They were taken to task. Sic h judgment was quite unheard 
of in the tribal dependence on the Old man's sSpirit. Egypt coerces 
the dead! It mummified them. It made them innocuous by disciplining 
them. Strangely enough, this innovation against the tribal attitude 
is not mentioned in our liter&ure^). But it is the introduction of 
a last judgment and a righteous judge in Hades which reversed the scales 
between the dead and the living, in One House of Horus! The living 
Horns triumphed over the dead spirits of the tribes as Maat, truth, was 
meted out to them in the nethweworld. And whereas we concentrate

1) Blackman stresses the point that the Egyptians believed in anafterlife before they worshipped the sun. But all tribes buried
and fed their dead. Blackman omits the specific Egyptian contribution®
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on the strange ideas of an afterlife, in the Book of the Dead, we 
overlook the dialectics between the Egyptian judgment of the dead and 
the t ribal domination by the dead. This may open up further vistas 
on Egyptian religion. All we here could do was to grasp Egypt's dia­
lectical contrast to its predecessors, the tribes. The dead were the

jid ges of the tribe; they were judged in Egypt's great House of the 
Sky. Compromises between tribes and empires occur. In fact all 
our anthropological material show;: the tribes more or less tiy ing to 
compromise with the Household Constitution of the settled empires®
But the sound of interprets ion even of the coop romises depends on our 
willingness to gras - the coming into being of a new principle, with 
the empires. This is denied more or less today. But it exists.
A polar ity between tribes and empires is obvious. It is stated in 
our sources. The household principle of the cosmic House of Horus 
was onposed to thet_ribal order and lived frou. this oppositl on 
from beginning to end. Similarly did China live from its victory over 
"the hundred tribes."

d On the other end of Egyptian history,' Creeks as well as Israel, 
represented another dialectical opposition and this will Help to sharpen 
our definition of emu ire. The whole Old Testament is one dialectical 
harangue against the Egyptian sky family. The House of Horus and t h e  

god who leads Israel our of it, are irreconcilable * The "harden 
Israel", I am Thy God who has led ye out of Egypt, is in explicit 
opposition to the Ka spoken to Horus Pharao for taking possession of 
Egypt. Israel stands on history where horus stai ds on his cosmic myth. 

The cyclical journey of Horus down the EiDe and tne annual flood 
of thousands of years is contrasted by the Jewish history of hoah's 
flood, which is said to happen on a day, November 17, which was impor­
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tant in the Egyptian calenday. Noah's flood is one unique event in 
history as against the Osirian recurrent flood. The census of the 
whole Nile valley by Korus is contradicted by a taboo on the census.
The hieroglyphs are forbidden. The constant movement of the 
Egypt..an Great House through the 36 constellations of the year is left 
behind when Israel celebrated God's sabbgt h outside the world. Hace, 
Israel joined God outside the sky house of the stargazers of Egypt.
The Sabbath tilted over the relations of day and year. Sethe has 
remarked that the Egyptians were for a very long period not interested 
in the single day's routines at all. Sun was not worshipped as the

o’day's star I The day meant too little. The millions and hundred 
thousands and thousands of years attracted them exclusively. The ___

iicourse of the sun during one day offered no plausible help to their •-
i:

political pe oblems. In this sense, then, the sun was not "worsliipable. 
The Gresfc Yea1 really was the Egyptian aim. 12 0 years, 30 years, 14-60 £ 
years were aimed at. Heliopolis could make Ra popular only by concelv-g
ing of a whole year as one day This telescoping was the reform
o^ the 5th Dynasty. This explains the chplce of 30^ for the 
Sed fest ivals, of 120 year s for the festival of correction, and the 
strange desire to celebrate jubilees.^) .Against the jubilees of 
Egypt, the Jobel yea1 of Israel wiped aw ay all cyclical recurrence. 
Although probably a merely programmatic promise the Biblical jubilees 
deserve attention as strictly anti-Egyptian. The Jubilee made a 
clean state. But more obvious and grandiose is the victory of the 
one short Sabbath^Bay over the Greet Year of 1460 years. It was 
the idea of rest, of the extramundane quality of God which made the 
House of Horus collapse. "In the beginning, the God of history who

2} “ ?
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led Israel out of Egypt and who taught the the Sabbath, created heaven 

and earth." The Family of the gods, trie elohirn, were incorporated 

"The Beginning of celeorating of the millions of jubilees/" in this 

Jahve who united day and night as much as bonus when he marched 

before Israel, but of whom the Bible explicitly said: "The Sun God 

is destroyed during his own day by Jahve." (Ezekiel 30, 16.)

The Hieroglyphs were forbidden by closes wno for nis two tablets 

must have used a phonetic picture-less script/. Otherwise the 

second commandment makes no sense. In the case of trie Old Testament 

when Sun and moon were stayed oy God, we can contrast the anti-mythical 

and the mythical concept of the sxies. torus tries to lead the 

movements in the skies to their completion® Me supports them. As 

Chantecler in Rostand's play, tne Egyptian gods are supported in 

their cosmic acts by human cooperation. Israel's god is found by man 

outside the cosmos and therefore he is known best when he stays the 

sun and moon. In other words, the Creator can go beyond the recurrence 

of his own coa.ac creations. Jahiue is once-ness or better tne sum 

of rail once-ness63. And man has learned what history is from Israel® 

The Household of Rorus is recurrence, eternal recurrence, and x so 
man learned, what cycle, calenday, liturgy was from Egypt. In our quo­

tation from the Horns myth in Edfu, we found the deficiency of such 

system in the words "from this day." Egypt could not expiin any be­

ginning of her history, myth shuns creative beginnings. Even gods 

were born. The Skyworid of Egypt nad to have lasted since time 

immemorial. The f5pre-dynastic" kings which seduced Breated, are 

a necessary mistake of any cyclical imagination. There would never 
have been a Bouse of torus without this compulsion. Mancould not have 
the lights of Egypt’s brilliancy without the shadow of eternal 

recurrence. It is only if we see them as corollaries® Tne cycle



T h e  c y c l e  t h e  n e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h a t  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
e m p i r e s  . . h i o h  i n t e r v e n e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r i b e s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  

a n d  h e l l a s  s n c l  I s r a e l  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  f r o m  P e r u  t o  P e k i n g  a n d  f r o m  
k e m n h i s  uo Rome.

T h e s e  e m o i r e s  c o u . i . d  r e  ' l a c e  t h e  p o l i t i c o !  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  

a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f  o h o  t o t e w o o l e  b y  t h e  c o s m i c  h o u s e h o l d  o f  t h e  s k i e s  

T h e y  p a i d  f o r  t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t .  T h e  p r i c e  o f  e t e r n a l  r e c u r r e n c e ,  

o f  a d e n i a l  o f  o n e  c r e a t i v e  " F i a t  l u x " ,  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a  n e w  s t a r t  

I s r a e l  c r e a t e d  t n i s  m i s s i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t u r o u g h  t h e  

° a b o a t h  v n i i c u  t o o k  m a n  o u t s i d e  t h e  m u n d a n e  c y c l e s  i n t o  t h e  e x t r a  

m u n d a n e e  G o d .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  o n e  s t e p ,  I s r a e l  d e f l a t e d  t h e  g r e a t  

y e a r  a n d  f l a t t e n e d  t n e  o a r  Lh i n t o  a  s t a g e  o n  w h i c h  G o d  c o u l d  g e t  

g l o r i o u s l y  a s  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  c r e a t i o n ,  n o w  a n d  n o w  a n d  n o w ,  

w i t h o u t  e t e r n a l  r e c u r r e n c e .

T h e  S e t t l e ,  l f e v . - o e r r y ,  B r e a s t e d , - a l l  h a d  s o  m u c h  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  

B i b l i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  O n c e n e s s  t h a t  t h e y  r e a d  i t  b o c k  i n t o  t h e  

m g y u t i a n  m i n d .  T h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  c o s m o g o r n i c  a c t s  a s  h i s ­
t o r y  i s , s o  p l a u s i o l e  t o  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t n e y  c o n f u s e d  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  

w i t h  s h e  J e w s ,  t h e  m y t h i c a l  c o m p u l s i o n  w i t  t h e  f a i t h  i n  h i s t o r y ,  

i  .j e y  . e r e  s h t u v e n  b y  t i n .  . m i g r a t i o n  of '  t h e  S p i r i t  f r o m  o n e  c o u n t r y  

t o  a n o t h e r  o e c u a s e  t n e  h x o d u s  o f  I s r a e l  f r o m  E g y p t  h a d  b e e n  t h e i r  

c h i l d ' s  i o o d . H o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e  E g y p t i a n s ,  t h e  w o r l d  e n d e d  a n d  

o e g c a i  i n s i d e -  h g y p t . p o t  r i n g  c o u l d  o e  a d m i t t e d  t o  h a v e  e x i s t e d  

b e ! o r e  o r  o n e r  c o  e x i s t  h e r e a f t e r . T h e  E m p i r e s  w e r e  s t r i c t l y  e m p e r  

o r - c e i m e r e d  a n a  t h e y  c o a l u  n o t  " t h i n k "  n o r  w r i t e  n o r  s p e a k  f t p o m  

m i y  o t h e r  " p o i n t  o f  v i e w 1’ .  a s  Ho p u s  s a w  E g y p t  a n d  w a s  c a l l e d  u p o n  

t o  s e e  i t ,  s o  i t  w a s .  T r i c e s  h a d  b e e n  b e f o r e ,  y e s .  B u t  n o  l a n d ,  

n o  s x i c s  n o  f i r m a m e n t ,  n o  t e e n i e s ,  n o  s e t t l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s

• i  t h o u t  t h e  ha .  o f  n o r u o . .n.11 t h e  a t t e m p t s  o f  P h a r a o  l a t e r  o n
e > / e r  t o  g e t  o u t s i d e  h i s  o w n  c o s m i c  r o l e ,  f a i l e d  a n d  h a d  t o  f a i l .
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« s  m e t  ,= e r “ -ji h i t s  b o u e e h o i c  h e  c o u l d  r e t a i n  t h e m ,  f e e d  t h o r n ,  s u p p o r t  

and o o X e c t  tbrsi, o v e r  c e n t u r i  as * T h e y  h a d  to  e n j o y  u n i v e r s a l  r e ­

sp ect c.ijc pekoe f r o m  9.1 j. o v o r  ::Kfpt,» Our m e t h o d  of a p p r o a c h i n g  

Egyptian hi.A ' A  ’mist e sp ia la  th is  v a l u i n g  o f t i i a e  f o r  t h e  t r a i n -  

la g  of * s t a f f ,  or ou x* method is  w r o n g *  T h e  p a r a d o x  i s  t h l s i  t h e .  

o y e l o ,  t i t  o-ui.Vidar, t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  t h e  sky f u n c t i o n  o f  the r u l e r ,  

t h e  u n i t y  o f  the Kilo vu lley  m e t  liars b e e n  achieved both a t  o n c e  

and grad u ally . The i o o l c i n / r  out f o r  a P y r a m i d  eu e q u a t i n g  t h e  z o d ­

i a c a l  l i g h t ,  :Cr«w. the v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  and the s l o w  g r o p i n g  f o r  the  

p y r a m i d  f o r ?  c e n t u r i e s ,  b o t h  b o t h  are  facts , ana b o t h  Have to

be r ' ’o.-sh-sr. 4. ,-if$ ■—ovf ly t n ® , Tho N ile’ s annual flood was- con­

s titu e n t fcuu. b a n n in g  but the great Y ear during which S ir iu s  

return® into ---celt lor with the sub was quite unknown then*

Co we lava h i s t o r i c a l  p a r a l le ls ?  Of course* a i l  h is to ry  

oonteins the rume paradox, The Ghunch was r e a l  a t  t i n t  .f i r s t  #n*- 

Ponteooct* She only m s  r e a l  In  113 o r 3S3* Both
i

fa o th 'a re  fc* tru e and both f a c ts  a rc  im portant and both f a c ts  must 

be held iri cvldunc , Obviously, the Church had to  gain  tim e, In­

f i n i t e  tiui-a be/ore p- op'l « ever could understand what k* oho was 

ta lk in g  ^bout, Th* cute combs; wore e s s e n tia l*

la  .tar Veyptian c y c le ,  the righ t of Eorus to  f re e  h im self, 

his k.la v e ■:• .- A  his s ta r g a z e r s , h is  worlcnun during th e time of 

tbs inundation, from ttiuir t r ib a l  o b lig atio n s, his K.&, h is new 

household wa.- essen tia l a t  the s ta r t*  This rig h t was onaotod by 

HoW-S taking po»r-o--slon of the flooded lands, as the a l ly  of sun 

and neon* ,_fter the flood , ho sent the follow ers of the m m



rytbia of life into tiioir allotted individual settlements a n f i

fo? the first time, land we.- l a i d  o u t  under religious s a n c t i o n *
and give possession

B u t  Eorus co u ld  take pos o - s o  io n  only/if he knew how to lay in
wait for the,great erents of tie inundation and the glorifying 
with the half of his followerg who gazed at the skies* The 
realm as the house of iiorus embodied these features. This then 
was at the beginning. These xvero the required primary elements 
of Sigypt•'. There ..as no Egypt before this. They came at once, 
in one swoop. The very idee of a united Empire under cosmic 
sanction, of a bearing up of the tribal covenants and tatoos, 
of an esballj.shtd homo in the middle of one house was of revol­
utionary violence. ihero is no possibility of having an empire 

without overriding -111 the sacred taboos of the tribes. This, 
the historioau school v111 not oe-; and prefers to enlarge Egypt’s 
beginnings backward; and it:, nchi evements forwards ad libitum*
But the s o u r c e s  s i . v - l y  do n o t  a g r e e .  The House o f  Horus I s  t h e r e  

with the f i r s t  ,*u i?r  o f  I g y e t .  And t h e  Ka i s  too. Wt> only know 
of Egypt fro m  the more ant r.bat one ruler a n n u a l l y  rode the crest 
of t h e  wave dov.i? the f i l e ,  th.*:.t ho felt called out i n t o  a  partner­
ship with sun and moon and stars, that he c o n c e i v e d o f  t h e  world 
u n i v e r s e  u  a h o u s e ,  and that he tried to  depict t h i s  universe 
i n  te m p le s  o i  e a r t h  all o v e r  t h e  Nile v a l l e y .  From t h e  first,
Horus tattooed his temples with hieroglyphics. He needed this 
script- to overcome. 600 miles of tribal diversity. The script’s 
sanity outran the spouen unity. The first dynasties had no 
knowledge of the Greet Tear, but they had the ambition of "millions 
of years*7 already. They had no pyramids proper, but they wished 
to catch the unity of Sirius and sun, in one cone of light. Sop- 
du the God of the sodacal cone, then, was one of the central Gods 

o f  S g y p t  although t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  r e l e g a t e  h i m  t o  t h e  A r a b i a  a
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d i v i n i z a t i o n

Hathor H o r u s
Sothls R a
I s i s  O s i r i s

r e p r e s e n t  S h i f t s  i n  e m p h a s i s  w i t h o u t  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  c o mm o n ,  f r a m e  

o f  r e f e r e n c e  . r o u n d  H o r n s  O s i r i s  l a  w h i c h  . o u s t  have e x i s t e d  f r o r s  

tho  f i r s t  a a y «

O s i r i s  a n d  I s i s

T h e  official cootrin: t o d a y  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h a t  O s i r i s  c a n  

a n d  s h o u l d  b o  neld a  mart f r o m  Horus,and Ra. P o o r  O s i r i s  l i k e  

liie» H o r u s  h a s  b e e n ,  doclcrw.]. t o  have b o o n  a  h i s t o r i c a l  person.
But l.de death is said to hay© led for so no inexplicable reason 
to a permanent f-r©o ecu oat.ion with the? netherworld» Of course, 
he is Taramuz in Mesopotamia and since wallers to this day among 
too Kurds whine o'ywr Tummus, Osiris as well ; a 'Smmxxz also are 
i at ©rarest ed as Boar pastern Fortuity spirits of either tribal 
or Asia Binor origins.

' I  s B a . l l  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  T a w n i u z - O s i r i a  r a l a t i o  i s l i i w .  B u tv
1 s h a l l  i n s i s t  t h a t  we c a n  k n e w  several iointn a b o u t  O s i r i s  

which are g l o s s e d ,  over* fhe d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t ) i e  l a s t  BO y e a r s !

A® O s i r i s ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  mummy  o f  s u p e r  human, s i z e ,  ‘w a s  

ceremoniously introduced i n t o  the liturgy o f  the ?  f i r s t  dynast.

B . I t  i s  a r b i t r a r y  t h a t  Ms .s  Hieroglyph e&-$0irii a n d  t h e

Hieroglyph o f  I s i s  a r e  t r e a t e d  i n .  s e p a r a t i o n .  T h e y  t o  t h e  con­
trary e x p l a i n ,  sac;) ,‘t h e r .  B o t h  t h e i r  name a ^ r o  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

y o u n g e r  t r a i n  the f o u n d e r s  o f  Bgypt.
C. " O s i r i s "  h a s  b e e n  united t o  H o r u s  a n d  Hathor f r o m  the 

beginning, o f  Bgypt a l t h o u g h  we d o  n o t  k n o w  B i s  n a m e ,  a t  that time



Point a i s  d e m o n stra te d  th ro u g h  ,im©ryf s e x c a v a t io n s  m en tion ed  

on page 60. P o in t  B c a n n o t  be argu ed  with t h o s e  who d e c l i n e  t o  

a c c e p t  i t  as s e l f  e v i d e n t .  The two h ig h e s t  E n t i t i e s  o f  2000 y e a r s

o f  Egyptian  r e l i g i o n  a r e  w r i t t e n uad CS- J
I s i s O siris

and we a r e  asked  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  p a r a l l e l i s m  o f  t h e i r  s ig n s

was n o t  in t e n d e d ,  we a r e  not d e b a t i n g  t h e  p h o n e t i c s  o f  I s i s  and 

O s i r i s  a t  a l l .  Not o n ly  m ust t h e  u n i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  a~ a s  i n  China—  

have been g r e a t e r  th a n  t h e  u n i t y  o f  o r a l  id io m  but t h e r e  may have 

been many r e a s o n s  n e v e r  t o  pro no unce t h e  t r u e  name o f  O s i r i s .  The

t r u e  name o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  Rome h a s  rem ained "unbeknownst" t o  u s t o  

t h i s  day aa i t  was a c a r e f u l l y  guarded  s e c r e t .  Why sh o u ld  we know 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  o r a l  name behind

B u t  O s i r i s , a s  a h i e r o g l y p h ,  u nsp oken  but e n c h a n t in g ,  i s  he 

who c r e a t e s  th e  th r o n e ,  o r  ho who p u ts  up t h e  s e a t  o r  lie who m a tes  

t h e  seat®  And I s i s  i s  t h i s  s e a t  Jtf , The h i e r o g l y p h s  d e sc r ib e s

t h e  s a e r o d  m a r r ia g e *  we o f f e r  no e x c u s e  f o r  t h i s  t h e s i s .  Beyond

e v id e n c e ,  nobody can  g i v e  more e v id e n c e .
v
as t o  p o in t  C, t h e  e v id e n c e  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  known but h a s  a l ­

ways been  c o y l y  s u p p r e s s e d .  The e v id e n c e  shows t h a t  lo n g  b e f o r e

t h e r e  was an " I s i s "  o r  " O s i r i s ” i n  o u r  t e x t s ,  a  mummy l a i d  o u t  

h o r i z o n t a l l y  w i th  h i s  p h a l l u s  e r e c t  f e r t i l i z e d  who h a v e r e d

e v e r  him.

Mind you? The f e m a le  f a l c o n  and t h e  mummy m ated b e f o r e  we 

h e a r  o f  I s i s  o r  O s i r i s  I B ut when t h e  t e x t s  l a t e r  sp e a k  o f  I s i s  

and O s i r i s ,  t h e  w a l l s  and t h e  b i e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  human 

' p h a l l u s  and th&a&§§rk. M a r ie t t e  u n e a r th e d  t h i s  i n  A b y d o s  • Down t o  

t h e  Mew E m p ire ,  and t h e  G re e k  Roman o r a j .  t h e  hawk, n o t  I s i s ,
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remained t h e  r e o e p t e o l e  of t h e  a  p e r n  o f  Osiris I  This t h e n  i s  

the original f o r m  o f  t h e  © a c r e d  marriage i n  w h i c h  H o r u s  is b e ­

gotten! M e t h o d i c a l l y ,  i%ia i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p o s t u l a t e  th. t  t h i s  

hark b o  m o r e  recent t i m f c  t h e  human or astral r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

I s i s .  I t  i s  impossible f o r  tv.© r e a s o n s *  O n e  h a i l s  from t h e  inner 
logic of t h e  scone, t h e  o t h e r  from. t h e  e x t e r n a l  relations of t h e

h a w k *

As t o  Reason Is The scene that a dead m a n  fertilizes a hawk,
is t h e  one and only singularly " a n t i - n a t u r a l ”  c o n c e p t i o n  i n  t h e

( bean)
m y t h *  I t  must h a v c / t h o u g h t  o f  as indispensable l a t e r  b u t  i t

could n o t  have b e e n  introduces as a later improvement• It really 
is an imposition. Mo mortal ewer has or over shall sec s u o h  

c o p u l a t i o n .  Mot Osiris, n o t  T a i s m u z ,  b u t  t h e  hawk®a s e m i n a t i o n  

f r o m  corps... we h a  v s  tm  u n d e r s t a n d  before w e  have u n d e r s t o o d

t h e  E g y p t i a n  u n i v e r s e .  All m o d e r n  i n t e r p r e t e r . :  o f  t h e  O s i r i s
r

r e l i g i o n  d ld go  t h i s  i s s u e ,  e v e n  l l o r n b l o w e r  w h o  a t  l e a s t  r e p r o d u c e d  

a n  a u t h e n t i c  s c e n e ®  H e  a l s o  - o o l n t e c ^ u t  t h a t  t h e  s e m i n a t i o n
V.

o f  t h e  h a w k  b y  t h e  p h a l l u s  i s  v e r y  e l o q u e n t l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  th e

t e x t s .  H o w  s m a l l  m u s t  p eo p le  f o e i  i f  t h i s  g r o a t  m y s t e r y  o f  t h e

2 )h u m i c * s  a n d  t h e  c o r p s e * s  . m a t i n g  s t y m i e s  th o r n  a s  o b s c e n e  a n d  h o w  

p r o f o u n d l y  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  m u s t  h a v e  f e l t  t h i s  t o  b e  & s a c r e d  r e v ­

e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u t h *  I t  w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h o i r  

e x i s t e n c e  o r  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  u t t e r l y  u n n a t ­
u r a l  repreceatati o n  *

Vv© have t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  h a w k  a n d  c o r p s e  c o u l d  or h u d  t o

p e r f o r m  t h e  g r e a t e s t  mgyotian r i t u a l  long b e f o r e  t h e r e  was Isis .

1 ) ’ • i n  " M a n " , October 1 9 3 7 *
2 )  .  H o r n b l o w e r  r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  p r a i s e  f o r  h i s  " d a r i n g "  p h o t o -

graph in an E g y p t o l o g i c a l  Journal|
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and Osiris. The "crudest”, "most difficult" and "most absurd" 
expression of the rite— the drastic bird and corpse—  challenge

I may not and nobody m a y ever be able to answer the challenge 
to everybody*s satisfaction. The rite may remain inexplicable.
If so It still remains true, that the sculptural realities of 
hawk and corpse must be explained, and not the pictorial signs 

of Isis and Osiris.
Reason 2 for our thesiis that the female hawk is the original 

recipient of new life from the dead man*s phallus, is simple. The 
hawk dominates the earliest dynasties. Horns and Hatlior are with 
Menes, Warmer, Den, Zer, the very first rulers. Therefore, the 
hawk was the first device for the central rite then more than 
at any other time of which we know.

Anyone who accepts the evidence so far presented, may now 
go on to the explanation of the rite itself. But I beseech the 
reader who sticks to the official traditions about a separate 
Osi^i^ religion, about a king Osiris, about.tribal fertility rites 
all over the earth, about the name Osiris meaning "Joy of my eye" 
whereas Isis signifies "seat”—  I beseech the reasonable majority 
of my readers, to stop at this point. It is no u s e  to propound 
to them a trail whose starting point they have declined to reach. 
To the unreasonable reader I will speak my mind.

The great task of the first dynasties was to gain time for 
exploring the skies, the original myth had to allow a whole civi­

lization to growl Not astrology but the' discipline of life which 
enabl-.d them to have astrology, is the political enigma of the 
Egyptian origins. To make the ruler able to set aside a consider- 
able group of priests, over centuries must have seemed a perfectly

us, not the late smooth veiled pair of and



fantastic undertaking, something impossible. The very ceremony 
shich had to explain the impossible, might be expected to look 
impossible to us. And so it seems indeed.

A rule which had the economic stability to plan for centuries 
had to make the <§wamps of the Nile valley accessible after the 
flood to a people who were under strict orders during the flood.

This rule had to be One for the whole valley because it 
had to i m p r e s s  all the tribesmen as the one and only divine order 
of things. The subservience of many tribes to the alternating 

of the Nile flood made sense only i f  it proved its truth for the 

nile-universe.
The new r u l e r  h a d  to emancipate a l l  t h e  valley dwellers f r o m  

t h e  t r i b a l  s p i r i t  S # I't 0  h a d  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  d e a d .

The ancestors.
To me, these dillemmas at a time when no archives, no star 

observations, no temples nor pyramids were yet completed we call 
solved in the ritual of hawk and mummy.

j

vThe Nilefs flood and the earth of Kgypt were recognized to 
offer an unheard of opportunity: the phallus of Osiris, the
dead body, promised fertility: who before had thought that the

inhabitable was the source of riches? A new meaning of death 
was proclaimed. And this could not be 'done, by natural means.
The copulation of a dead man, sending his sperm upward into 
the bird of the air, is an unnatural scene which violates all 
food taste and logic. But it is not ob-scene for the simple 
reason that it has the noble stamp of necessity. Our real 
needs are not obscene, when Hathor Isis says: "My sister comes
to thee rejoicing in thy love; thou placest her on thy member,
Thy seed mounts into her",1 ^
1 ) .  Pyramid T exts 632
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we must pause. which overwhelming and unique experience could 
beget such nonsense? And, we must pause all the more if we come 
to think that the relics of this ritual are found all the globe 
over to this .day. Or when we read, "0 lusty bull, Osiris, th^y 
little son Horns, born of the two sisters (The House of Horus 
and the Mistress of the House) is before theenJ-' we have a simi­
larly unnatural statement of obvious nonsense and yet profound 
truth. For the flood does mount in the air, and the whole House 
of the sky is filled by its generative power. The two sisters 
receive their strength from Osisris because Right and Day, Seth 

and Horus, get organized and set is N e p t h e t ' s  partner as Horus 
is Isis *.

The two scenes ar^ equally absurd: a dead man setting a
hawk on his member, a God to be born from two sisters. And this 
absurdity must be made the center of our considerations because 
the absurdity is at the heart of hearts, in the innermost sanc­
tuary of the Mouse of Horus and a global civilization, the 
civilization of Hous-es in the sky. Our interpretation takes the 
Egyptians at their word. I believe that they meant what they 
said and that they said what was necessary to say if tribal man

T77 M4iahges Hasp^ro1 I, J40.



sh ou ld  cease to  be a nomad, sh ould  learn to  s e t t l e  on th e  land by 

th e law s o f  th e  s k y . T h is in t e r p r e t a t io n  i s  not o f  my m aking. I  do

not speculate h e re . Beeai se  th e  P h arao n ic  a c t io n  had t h i s  very 
co n ten t to  tu rn  a liability, a flood of trem endous d im en sion s, in to  a 

b le s s in g .  Tribesm en, w ith o u t p r o v is io n s ,  co u ld  inly d rea d  and cu rs e  

and a v o id  the Nile v a l l e y .  The new ruler did say by a c t io n  th a t  this 
cursed and Infurious dead corpse was One new field of peaceful exploit­
ation; therefore it is not 1 who speculate on the old Pharos but it is 
they who a c t u a l ly  undertook this wholly fantastic idea of a perm anent 

settlement in an non-perm anent soil. We well may wonder that ever a 
grou^ of men had this b ra ze n  idea while... implied martial law for all the 
valley dwellers, pi bile feeding, ecclesiastical estate, the use of 

oxen and agriculture.
Thijrf services o f the bulls for the fields wq*m* from the 

fields were required in the first dynasty® The phallus o f  Osiris 
was well chosen to express th e  s tujlendoug fertility of the priet 
se a so n , fhe season In which e v e r y th in g  grew and came forth. 1 shall 
n o tv I n v e s t ig a t e  here the unified of imagination contained In the 
r i t u a l  o f  O s i r i s ,  th e apis b u l l ,  the h e ir o g ly p h  e t c . , e t c .

But I say this; the P h a ra o’s dVd overtake the old tribal rule 

of ancestral spirits by claiming that their dead man could do what no 
spirit could: he could produce l i f e  visibly and ao u n d a n tly . This 
corose differed from the burled car p se s  of men. It begot living 
animals and plants. Osiris is the contradiction to the burled warriors 
of o ld i Therefore he remains above ground. Therefore he is m  e r s iz e d ,  

t h e r e fo r e  he is mummified, o r  th e  d o l l  o f a corpse I The f i r s t  a c ts  Of 

Pharao had to speaks a language of pre-pharacn  ic men I This, the 
mummy of the first dynasty achieved there was a corpse which claimed 
a new authority, It superseded thet ribal c h i e f t a i n 's  whose eyes looked



down from t h e i r  to te m p o le s . F or this purpose another as symbolical kin d  

of co rp se  tixx was naeded to  disempower th e  co rp s e s  o f  th e  a n c e s to r s .

This co rp se  was not b u rie d  underground but b u r ie d  by th e  annual 
flood. And behold, this burial feave the most unexpected result of 

a quiCi resuscitation®
But there was one drawback to the new emblem of a vital and c r e a ­

t i v e  c o r p s e. When the waters receded, the natural eye saw again a 
divided v a l l e r .  In 26 or more limbs, later the myth divided Osiris , 
corpse at his internment around October 1® This was the myth9® 

concession to the slumping back of normal men into their commonplace 

environment, then horus had gone by the land broke up to the eyes  

of mortal men into small districts. Thfcs was caused the repetition of 
the House in the sky in 36 nomes. The ensuing division of jagypt into 
nomea was a fact as early as King Z o s e r . The v&llet was one when the 
ruler and the flood both declared th e  valley to be one. now could it 
stay one? Through the bird's flight. The bird received the phallic 
strength into herself as she put into tne ruler this recognition of 
Egypt's unity. The Bird defied the t  erred , r ia n  divisions, llorus

Pbarao reflects permanently the u n i t y ■ o f  the N ile - u n iv e r s e .  The
with

hawk mother Instilled $/./ laws of the Nile -flood the son of heaven 
Horus the f a lc o n - r u le r  at a tim e when the stars are not yet computed# 
th e  constellations s t i l l  unknown, the teipLes u n su rve ye d , the pyram ids 

untried* And in this act, the ruler is authorized to build the temples 
to  compute th e  s t a r s ,  to  observe the c o n s t e l l a t i o n s , to  imagine 
the pyramids.

Becau e he now has been filled w i tu the cosmic instead of a 
t r i b a l  experience. He h as replaced t h e t  ribal t a s k  o f  c o n t in u it y  of 
gener t io n s  of mortal men w ith  the imperial task of a continuity of crops 
for generations of years a n d c e n tu r ie s . Death has a (pick turnover



in  Egypt. And this ddath scorns tne t  ribal cases o f d e a th . The master 
o f  t h i s  new cycle o f  d eath  and resurrection I s  the o f f s p r in g  o f  iiatnor 
and the mummy, the superseder h o ru s. To him the v e r y  floods w nich 

drown his father give the opportunity to permeate tne whole o f Egypt®
It is quite true that later the unity o f N orth and South, of m idnight 

and middays which inspired Horus and his fa m ily  and duasbfounded sun and 
moon, became a fait acconplj. and beginning with the f i f t h  dynasty* the 
ritual of Sun and Sethis* Orion and Sirius etc. capitalized on the new 
time gained for observation and study. Now the n o rth -s o u th  axis was 
supplemented by the east-west axis® The $ ear in g  of Set* receding to 
the North by Horus, was taken for grah ted #  A new^loquenc® illustrated 
sunrise and sunset, ,'ie have one text which reveals t h i s  translation 
from the o h  first & yer to the second. In t h i s  text* the valley of 
the 111® Is adhered not because of the flood but because it is a tw alley 

between east and west®
When the mountains on the banka whicn enclose the valley were separated 
Egypt; was created® The two mountains separate, a god r i s e s  *Ma god makes- 
hims'elf master of his body. Comes t h e l i v i n g  water watch is in  the e&t?th® 
But (Lf the god is not revered) the two ridges on both banks s h a l l  be 
reunited* r e u n ite d  shall be the two banks of the river®

But when I read this fetrange creation as wall as dest r u c t io n  

o f th e  east-west expanse o f E gypt, I feel su re  th a t  i t  is a p o e t i c a l  

transfer f r o ;  the f i n a l l y  obvious and endlessly ritualized »oMhf|S©uth 
problem to the cult of the daily observable east-west course of the 
sun. Nobody would ever have thought up this story of separation and 
reunion of the r/iver mountains who had not first imbibed the

1 )  R e c u e i l  d e s  T ravau x, 3 7 »  84



whole r i t u a l  o f s e p a r a tin g  and u n it in g  North and S ou th . Because o n ly  

t h is  one was o f fundam ental im p ortan ce. The dream o f an o r i g i n a l l y  

not e x is t i n g  E a st-w e st expanse in  th e  N i l  v a l l e y  i s  a p o e t ic a l  a f t e r ­

thought} the ta sk  o f  u n it in g  th e f lo o d e d  lands as a u n ity  was s e r io u s  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t u a l i t y .  And in th e w o n d erfu l core o f th e  p o e t i c a l  llteJ O t 

jchttxxhfc pryamid t e x t : A god r i s e s ,  a god makes h im s e lf  m aster o f  h is  

body. Com  s th e  living w a ter p o u tin g  in th e  sk y  and on th e  e a r t h .H 

The old v is io n  of the Osirit-hawk c o p u la tio n  i s  a t  work: a god r i s e s .

A god makes h im s e lf  master of h is  body. Exactly t h i s  th e  annu al f lo o d  

d i d : It a llo w e d  man to c o n ce iv e  of th e  d i s i e c t a  membra of O s i r i s  as 
one body! A  god makes h im s e lf  master of h is  bo a y . Finally he seises.
A g r e a t  e x p re s s io n  f o r  th e  a c t  o f  copulafc ice. In  no o th e r  way could 

" a god" r i s e  and ta k e  possession of h i s  body and impart t h i s  

commission to  the r u l e r .  For this new t a s k  t r i b a l  men had to  be 

a p o s tro p h iz e d , p re -E g y p tia n  men. And th e y  w ere• Waereas th e  

H e llo p o li ta n s  who could use the e a s t - w e s t  m etaphors an d ld  sp ea k  in s id e  

an e x is t i n g  Egypt to  E g yp tia n s.*1')

1 FlnaL l y ,  the l a t e  O s ir i s  cult o f  the indlvi dual soul im ported 

both the Horua and the m m i x x t x S ^ e o  1  a r  feature® of the H eliop olis  

period® But now Osiris had to go down to the dead in. the West Jkike 
the sun. Why? Because all the dead now are b ro u gh t under Judgment®

No t r i b a l  a n c e s to r s  rem ainI

But th e  fem ale  hawk in  th e  h o ly  o f  h o l i e s ,  s i t t i n g  on th e  

g r e a t  mummy * s membrane v i r i l e  , remainec^&nd oaAintained th e  s t a r t i n g  

p o in t  o f  Egypt * a h is t o r y  in  done tim e  o f  to e  many c la n s  d i t s  le a p

1 )  In  t h i s  sense one has to a g re e  w ith  BlaekmsB who s t r e s s e s  th e  point 
th a t  the K in g 's  daily rebirth a s the sun god who goes from east to sofefch 
and w est i s  " l a t e . " E g. Arch. 5, 160



et
Into the era of one mpire.

Let u s now examine the signs of I s i s  and Osiris. ; ' mean®
Icreator of the two la n d s , S eth e  says. But p  must be, he says, Joy 

of the eyel What a contradiction! a r  meant to  beget, to

create to  p ro d u ce. I s  i t  presum ptuous to  e x p la in  th e  h e ir o g ly p h  o f 

’y as the appropriate sign of this “m ate” of the “seat”, the 
artIf1 clal mummy which represented the annual fertilizer of Isis, 
of the womb out of which Horus sprang? The hawk andthe mummy cannot 
be s e p a r a te d , because they together created the period of the first 
four dynasties during which Horus could d e v e lo p  into the Son of Ra» and 
H athor into Sothis, during which the E g y p tia n s  could develop their 
wisdom. The unity of this sacred marriage pointed to a gradual in­
clusion of all thd e mysteries on heaven and- on earth w itr o u t  constitu­

ting more than a program, an initial MMtssa vision. The reader is 
familiar with the instrument called the pantograph. By inis tool the 
designer is enabled to enlarge a given drawing In ever larger dimen­
sions. As the workings of a pantograph, I conceive the incessant en*fe 

I lg^rdement of the fundamental myth of .Egypt. On trie fundamental 
myth of the corpse and the hawk In copulation, toe whole E g yp tia n  

civilization was construed, in ever widening circles and In evermore 

luminous precision. The firmament became known until 20000 years 

a f t e r  Zoaer even th e  Z o d ia c  was known —  a p e r f e c t  a s t r o - p o l i t l e a l l y  

lu x u r y , but a tru e  o b s e r v a t io n . And u n t i l  th e  land n o t o n ly  was 
well i r r i g a t e d  bu t even Nubia conquered, g e o p o l i t l c a l l y  a non­

n e c e s s a r y  a d d it io n , f o r  the fo m id a t lo n a l myth.

The gradual enlarging o f  the pantograph enlarged horus 
until all the skies were e j p  lo r e d ,  enlarged Osiris until every field 
was surveyed and the g r a in s  of wheat could be called Hasar* s 

"Osiris1 limbs.” (Budge Diet. 588)
The expressions for th e  dynastic rule itself testify to



T t
t h i s  s to ry *  The House o f  H orus, Hat nor means nouse o f  Horus, came i t  

f i r s t .  And th e  l a t e  term "G reat House” Pharao was a n t ic ip a t e d  in  the 

term H etaa, ’’G reat H ou se.” T h is  terra u s e s  H©-t, Mouse in  th e  same way 

as i t  i s  used  in  th e word "H e t-h o r ."  In  the 5th  d y n a s ty , th e  

s ta r g a z e r s  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  equip ped  to  In tro d u ce  th e  whole o rd e r  o f  

th e  h ea ven s; d eca n s, the s o l s t i c e s  and th e  p la n e ts  had been o b se rve d ; 

and t h i s  found ejp r e s s lo n  in  th e  new t i t l e  f o r  th e  r u l e r ,  Son o f  Ra, 

Sa-R a. H athor and N ephthys, th e  house o f Horus, and th e  m is tr e s s  of 

th e  House now became S a - F l,  th e  two d a u g h te rs  o f  Ra, S o th is  and 

N ephthys. When the wky had been f u l l y  e x p lo it e d ,  tn e  t e r r e s t r i a n  

a s p e c t  was d e v e lo p e d . Now a new l e s s  s a c r e d  term f o r  house came 

in t o  u s e . P er r e p la c e d  Met. For the House o f  Horus now was s u b s t i t u ­

ted  In e v e ry  day u se  th e  word P e ra o , P h arao . And w ith  t h i s  

s e c u la r iz a t io n  o f  th e  r u l e r  th e  g r e a t  model o f  desfc h and r e s u r r e c t io n ,  

th e  mummy co u ld  b e p e r , i t t e d  to  be d e m o cra tize d . In  th e  d ays o f 

H athor and th e  Sun o f  Ra i t  would not have been p o s s ib le  th a t  t i e  

a vera ge  E gyp tian  to o k  O s i r i s ’ d e a th  and l i f e  a s  h is  own c a s e . But
AI

und&r P harao, th e  g r e a t  house on earth, t r i e  e n e r g ie s  o f  th e  O s ir la n  

v is io n  were u n iv e r s a l i z e d .

How would n ot e v e ry  one w ish  to  be an O s i r i s  as O s i r i s ’ 

d eath  b e fo r e  e v e ry b o d y ’ s eye each y e a r  was fo llo w e d  by h is  

r e s u r r e c t io n ?

The em p iresgave a l l  men a new v i s i o n  o f  d e a th . The trib e®  dug 

g r a v e s  and fe d  th e  a n c e s to r s  so t h a t  th e y  s ta y e d  a l i v e .  But th e  

em pires da ed to  w a ll  th e  annual d ea th  o f  th e  toegetd&on and w ith  

t h i s  cosm ic exam ple th e y  kx drew d e a th  in to  th e  c y c le  o f

l i f e .  They made t h e i r  in h a b it a n t s  e x p e c t  a judgm ent a id  a  r e s u r r e c t io n  

in  an oth er w o rld . The two r e la t i o n s  to  d e a th  th e  t r i b a l  ad im p e r ia l

< 7 2



are shajyply opposed®
At t h i s  point the expert has a right to demand investigations 

o f  some related t o p i c s : Seth  i s  th e  f i r s t  such t o p ic .  The S®ffl&tanlXs>
th e  union o f th e  lands would be another, Orion and Sirius a third, tbs 

history of the nomesand the temples a fourth and the a t t e a p t  to end th e  

Divine Fam ily of Home by Eohnaton a la, a t .

I h a v e c o l le c t e d  the material for these Investigations and X 
have formulated them®

But I feel that It would be like trespassing on the doaa in  of 
the men who have d e vbed their l i f e  to these problems. X have a hard 
time to make them admit that my method is a supplementary one and 
that the lack of some such critical second approach ha® been in ju r io u s .

A good man like jEvertb has been deterred. I doubt if the workers 
in  the field will be pleased by the outsider8® interference® But a t  

least I shall not try to p o m /  as an in s id d r .  I think that my approach 
is necessary. I hope that X have brought valuable material to bear on 
the questions which has been neglected and which 1 have not misinter­
preted® But the dualism remains® It takes the opposite meth ods to keep 
any department of knowledge alive® Any mere erudition at this point 
would be like throwing sand into the reader's eyes. Shat is the real 

i s s u e !  1 challenge the methods of the "historical" and the "a n th ro p o ­

l o g i c a l  " ad- o o ls .  Both have in vad ed  the Empirefof Egypt, th e  one with 
tribal, the other with historical-evolutionary methods. They have 
divided up the facts of a cosmic empire between th e m se lv e s  as either 
tribal or messianic. Mever have they given the cosmic houses
of the gods a chance to state their own case.

This case differed to tq fe o e lo  from the tribes and from Israel®
And fo t^ eo elfi i s , sub as now the rei er is able to see by himself, 
literally true. Byt the louse In the sky by an extra-tribal cosmic



family, a whole eon was Bade to occur between the clans and the Israel­
ites.

Toto coelo differed the e tup ires from anything that man had don® 
before or after.

The sky enhanced the Egyptian, the Mexican, the Babylonian cycle 
from a four or five generation consclousness to the -uyth of millions 
ofyears. It often has been stated that the "primitives” don’t 
take much interest in the sky. It is full of irregularities. It is 
sinister. It ie fragmentary for a Klrglze and a Hopl.

The sky over .'Egypt became orderly andunifled and divine in 
eternal recurrence.

THE HOMERIC WORLD
If the mythical house of the cosmic forces and a son of

heaven are definite historlaal creations, they must have their end, as 
all historical forms.

One or two sentences in Homer show that the end of Egypt is as 
explicit as its beginning. Homer reverses t̂ he Egyptian order of the

lHouse in the Sky. He reverses the meaning of the Ka.
Homer has th e  courage to replace the house in the sky by a 

poetical world. The terra "world” is correct for Homer. It is wrong 
f o r  Egypt. We quibbled with the terra skyworld for the double throne

ft
of Pharao# For a house was p o s tu la te d  with fir* dimensions, measured 
and oriental. The Homeric world emerges.* th e  gods retire to
an 'Olympian Versailles. The palace of Zeus has shrunk to one spot in 
the universe instead of being the universe#
■> The world —  what is the world? Wall, what are the gods? The
cosmic powers which can give man his Ka. What Is the world? That 
which dors not speak. Now man posites his own beginning and end! The 
revealing lines of the Homeric world runs from all this tall us, from



w h erever you l i k e ,  ray m u se.* And ’ S in g , o muse, o f  th e  4 an .*

These two lines were impossible In E gyp t. These two lines mark 
th e  b egin n in g o f  a new eon in  which man i s  in  th e  world. And t he 
world is th e  u n iv e r s e  s tr ip p e d  o f  nouns and pronouns.

The gram m atica l form w hich th e  G reeks cu ltiv a te d  to  an e x te n t  

unknown h it h e r t o  was the in d e f in i t e  pronoun. Of th e  noun, pronoun, in ­

d e f i n i t e  pronoun ( some, any, one, a , a c e r t a in )  seq u en ce, the Homeric 

"from wherever you l l f c e , ” ia th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  O d yssey , Is  a startling
proof. The gods speak to thee as Izerm ak has p o in te d  o u t, in  th e

proper time and p la c e .  Homer can f e e l  t h a t  an eHe m  n t  f i l l s  th e  

u n iv e r s e  which is Indefinite. The world is undefined before man speaks. 
The perfectly horrid dread « f th e  E g yp tia n s was such ln d e f i n i t e n e s s .

That was Seth, aapohep the serpent,' it was chaos. Somehow, somewhere, 
anybody, were terrifying terms of anarchy.

The Homeric universe executes the change from the gods and Thcu, 

o man, by sp eak in g  n o t o n ly  o f  it and t h in g s ,  o f  " th e  d iv in e "  and "th e

human" th e  b e in g , as n e u t r a l  e s s e n c e s . Also, h ere we h e a r  o f  m anaging

"somehow*? to  be th a t  what we have be©n/"anyway " —  the most g e n e r a l answ er 

o f  the h u m a n istic  mind.

The indefinlte pronouns w ere som ething e ls e  in  th e  b e g in n in g .

They s i g n i f i e d  "one" o r  "many" In  th e  s t r i c t l y  n u m e rica l s e n se . - A lso

how, who, what as q u e s tio n in g  pronouns were in  e x is te n c e  before their 
in d e f in i t e  use in Plato’s f a n t a s t i c  number o f  " " became p o p u la r .

The questioning pronouns In Greek carries a full accent. The indefinite 
pronouns were the same words without an accent! The indefinite pronoun 

is needed when we leave the society of man and the house of the gods and 
g6 out into the world. Why? The world has rio names. The world cannot 
be gathered in  by mere pronouns by which we quote known things among 
connoisseurs o f  their proper names. The w orld  i s  a multitude of »**ny

• if"
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"any’s” o f  “some" In s te a d  o f  definite naaea* The w orld i s  h o m e r ' b and 

th e  QrWEk a  la d ’ s d a n c in g  green * A ll  p h ilo s o p h e r s  t a l k  o f  th e  On© and 

the 'i'any and th e re b y  g iv e  away t h e i r  b i r t h p la c e  In  uomer’ s  w orld o f. the 
unknown, unnamed, I n d e f in i t e  freed o m  o f  man*

V i r g i l  has f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  a s s u m p t i o n *  O f  a r a i a  a n d  

m e n  I  s i n g ,  V i r g i l  b e g i n s  t h e  m e l d *

T h e  hgo h as r i s e n ,  a an th in k s  th a t he can sp e a k  o u ts id e  th e  - 

c la n  and o u ts id e  th e  h o u se , In  n a tu r e , in  th e  world*

T h is  i a  th e  poetlo dream o f  a l l  a r t i s t s ,  a l l  poets®  a l l  p h i l ­

o so p h e rs . They a c t u a l l y  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  ago can make a  b e g in n in g  of
s p e e c h  b e f o r e  a. group o r  a god h as a u th o r iz e d  - I t  t o  sp eak *

The Egyptian ha is not refuted by the Greek®• It was not the 
whole truth .vhlch the empires d is c o v e r e d . The reader however -Jay 
think that a good deal of ttouth was discovered when “Thou art iio ru a" 

was said by hat* or to  F h a r a o a n d  when her w ings l a y  around his shoulders, 
for th e  first time* Mot tlie w orld was discovered, toot th e  taany* Tfc©

V.
The House and th e  f a  ••■ ~ly of th e  gods were d is c o v e r e d  and the teiapk; s ad 

a l l  th e  Houses In  w hich we w o r s e ! u  and work began t o  be b u i l t *  The 

modern B o u ld e r  and C o u lee  dam a® w e l l  a s  St* P e t e r ’ s  in  itas© and St* 

■'■arc’ s i a  V en ice  s in g  th e  p r a i s e  o f  th e  house of H orns*

"S in g  o muae?* s a y s  Hoa « r . And a t  the mid o f  th e  H o,aerie w orld

M ’-'fVc {Vl-e &£. Jlcj 5 h)-~thSM


